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Home Minister Amit Shah to
chair high-level J&K security
review meeting today

LG Manoj Sinha, Chief Secy,
security top brass to attend

Sajid Raina

New Delhi, Oct 08: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah will chair
a high-level meeting in New
Delhi on Thursday to review
the security situation in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Sources told the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO) that Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha, Chief Secretary
Atal Duloo, top officials from
the Ministry of Home Affairs,
Intelligence  Bureau, Army,
paramilitary forces, including
CRPF and BSF, and Jammu &
Kashmir Police are expected to
attend the meeting.

The meeting chaired by the
Home Minister, sources said,

TTTIVedNd |

“will hold discussions on coun-
ter infiltration, anti- terror op-
erations, winter preparedness
and steps needed to enhance
synergy  between  security

agencies.”

Pertinently, the Union Home
Minister during his visit to
Jammu last month chaired a

Jahangir Shah (KNO/KT)

Meet likely to focus on anti-terror ops,
infiltration control, winter readiness

‘Op Sindoor’ exhibited how air
power can influence military

outcomes: Air Chief Marshal

Hindon Air Base
B hosts [AF's 93rd
Foundation Day

g President Murmu, PM
Modi extend greetings

Service Chiefs pay

—

in shaping military outcomes
in just a few days,” he added.

Pertinently, ‘Operation
Sindoor, launched in May
2025 following the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack, target-
ed nine terrorist camps deep
inside Pakistan and Pakistan-

meeting and reiterated the
Central Government's unwav-
ering zero-tolerance policy
against terrorism under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Shah had directed all security
agencies to maintain high vigil
and operate in a coordinated
manner to completely eradi-
cate terrorism from the Union
Territory.

Shah had praised the UT
administration and security
forces for their exemplary ef-
forts in ensuring the peaceful
and successful conduct of the
Amarnath Yatra 2025.

It may be recalled that in
the last week of September,

tributes to soldiers

Platforms that forced
m  Pak to seek ceasefire
showcased

Sajid Raina

Srinagar, Oct 08 (KNO): Chief
of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal
AP Singh on Wednesday said
that ‘Operation Sindoor’ dem-
onstrated how air power,
when applied with precision
and planning, can influence
military outcomes in a short
span of time.

Addressing air warriors at
the 93rd Indian Air Force Day
celebrations at Hindon Air

comprehensive security review

Lieutenant | More on P6

Two soldiers go
missing in Kokernag
forests, searches on

Umaisar Gull Ganie

Anantnag, Oct 08: Two Army
soldiers have gone missing in
the Ahlan Gadole forest belt
of Kokernag area in south
Kashmir’s Anantnag district,
prompting a massive search op-
eration by security forces.
Official sources told the
news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO) that the two
soldiers went missing on
Monday evening during an op-
eration in the dense forests of
Ahlan Gadole. “Contact with
them could not be established
since last evening,” they said.
“The missing soldiers were
part of a small operational team
that was carrying out searches
following specific inputs about
the presence of terrorists in
the area,” sources said, adding,
“A sudden change in weather

conditions disrupted the opera-
tion, and during that time, two
soldiers went missing.”

The area has recently wit-
nessed snowfall, and the thick
foliage and rough terrain are
making the search operation
difficult.

Sources said additional Army
personnel have been deployed,
and every corner of the forest is
being combed. “Choppers and
drones have been pressed into
service to trace the missing sol-
diers,” they said.

Meanwhile, the Army said
that two soldiers have gone
missing after a severe snow-
storm in the Gadole forest area
of Kokernag in Anantnag.

In a post on X, the Army’s
Chinar Corps wrote, “On the
intervening night of 6/7 Oct,
an operational team on the
Kishtwar range | More on P6

el

Base, the Air Chief Marshal,
according to the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO)  said, “Disciplined
operations, empowered
leadership, and indigenous
technology enabled rapid,
high-impact action across the
Line of Control (LoC).”

“Our  performance in
Operation Sindoor fills us
with professional pride. We
proved to the world how air
power can be effectively used

occupied Kashmir (PoK), the
skirmishes that followed led
to Pakistan vital military in-
stallations and air bases suf-
fering massive damages.
Singh said the mission was
a result of “meticulous plan-
ning, disciplined training and
determined execution,” add-
ing that the operation reaf-
firmed the offensive role of
air power in national security.
He said the use of indig-
enously developed platforms
and weapons played a key
role in the operation. “The
outstanding performance of
the indigenously developed
and integrated weapons
which delivered | More on P6

100-120 terrorists believed to be near
LoC launch pads, says IG BSF Kmr

‘Security forces on high alert to prevent infiltration’

Sajid Raina

Srinagar, Oct 08: The Border
Security Force (BSF) on
Wednesday said approxi-

mately 100 to 120 terrorists
are currently stationed across
the Line of Control (LoC) and
may attempt infiltration before
winter sets in.

“Two months are still left
before harsh winters. Terrorists
can try infiltration during this
period. Our intelligence agen-
cies are analysing their activi-
ties and we are taking coun-
termeasures from our side,”
Inspector General (IG) BSF
Kashmir Frontier, Ashok Yadav
said.

Speaking to the media after
unveiling a statue of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel at the BSF
Sector Headquarters in Pantha
Chowk, Srinagar, Yadav said

the security along the Line
of Control (LoC) in Kashmir
remains tight, with constant
monitoring and countermea-
sures in place to prevent any
infiltration attempts by terror-
ists stationed across the border.

The IG BSF, Ashok Yadav, as
per the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), said

—

troops are maintaining high
alert and are equipped with
modern surveillance systems
to detect and neutralise any in-
filtration attempts.

“We remain alert along the
border and act on every alert.
We receive frequent intelli-
gence about attempted infiltra-
tions and keep the area under
domination to ensure infiltra-
tion does not succeed," he said.

He said any infiltration at-
tempt is being responded to
with force. “With our mod-
ernised forces, if any attempt
is made, we will neutralise it,”
he added.

The IG BSF said there has
been no major terrorist infil-
tration so far this year, and
all attempts have been foiled.
The BSF, along with the Army,
is conducting continuous area
domination | More on P6

SIA searches 8 locations
across Kashmir

Case linked to
terrorist sleeper

cell module

Srinagar, Oct 08: In continua-
tion of its unrelenting efforts
to crackdown the sleeper cell
modaule, the State Investigation
Agency carried out extensive
searches at eight locations
across seven districts in the
Kashmir valley today.

In a statement, issued to
news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO), a spokesper-
son said that the searches were
conducted as part of an ongo-
ing investigation of case FIR No.

“01/2025 of Police Station CI/
SIA Kashmir. The case is related
to the sleeper cell module oper-
ating in the Valley at the behest
of terrorist commanders of pro-
scribed terrorist organisations

of Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-
e-Mohammad. The module is
used for spreading secessionist
propaganda thereby radicalis-
ing and recruiting the youth
into the terror fold,” reads the
statement.

It reads that today’s search
operation was conducted si-
multaneously across 7 districts
in north, central and south
Kashmir. “During raids, sub-
stantial incriminating materials
have been seized, and the sus-
pects have been rounded up for
further questioning,” it reads.

It added that preliminary in-
vestigation has clearly brought
out the active engagement
of these entities in a terrorist
conspiracy aimed at propagat-
ing and furthering anti-India
narratives aimed not only at
challenging the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of India
but also at inciting disaffection,
public disorder, and communal
hatred. | More on P6

LoP Sharma challenges CM over BJP option claim

KNO Special Correspondent

Srinagar, Oct 08: Leader of the
Opposition (LOP) Sunil Sharma
on Wednesday challenged
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
to name any BJP leader who
‘offered’ to form a government
with the National Conference,
if there is any truth to his claims
that he had the option of form-
ing a government with the party.

Addressing a news confer-
ence, as per news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO),
Sharma demanded that the
Chief Minister identify the BJP
leader who made such an offer,
if there is even an iota of truth
in his claims.

“Omar Abdullah is claiming
everywhere that he had two
options in 2024: either to form
a government or to run it alone.
I don’'t know in which dream

the BJP offered an alliance to
his party. I say this with full
responsibility-if any BJP leader
made such an offer, he should
prove it and reveal it. He is re-
sorting to concocted stories,
claiming he had the option to
form a government. The BJP’s
doors were shut to him then,

and they remain shut now,”
Sharma said.

He added that Omar
Abdullah should either prove
the BJP offered him an alliance
or apologise for making mis-
leading statements.

“On one hand, Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah is creating ha-
tred against the BJP in Kashmir,
while on the other, he is meet-
ing our leaders and offering
bouquets and shawls to them
in Delhi,” Sharma said, adding
that Abdullah’s statements reek
of political indecency.

Referring to Omar Abdullah’s
recent statement, Sharma said it
is not in his nature to push oth-
ers aside to advance his career.

“I come from a poor family-
a very poor family. I began my
political career as a booth-level
worker. I have lost elections
and I have | More on P6

¢ ‘Don’traise finger

on my leader’: DyCM
hits back at LoP

Naveed Ul Haq Ganaiee

Deputy Chief Minister

Surinder Chaudhary on
Tuesday strongly reacted
to remarks made by Leader
of Opposition (LoP) Sunil
Sharma, who accused Omar
Abdullah of seeking state-
hood to consolidate power
and target innocent civilians
in Kashmir.
Talking to media persons at
Seerbagh Shalina, Chaudhary,
as per the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), said, “Ask the LoP why
he didn’t stop | More on P6

J ammu and Kashmir

Budgam, Nagrota by-polls

BJP election panel to meet
today to discuss candidates

KNO Special Correspondent

Srinagar, Oct 08: The
Bharatiya Janata Party’s elec-
tion committee will meet
on Thursday to discuss the
upcoming by-elections for
the Nagrota and Budgam as-
sembly segments, sources
disclosed.

Sources told the news
agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO), that the
party’s election committee is
scheduled to meet tomorrow
to deliberate on probable
candidates for the Budgam
and Nagrota constituencies,
which are set to go to polls
on November 11.

The meeting will be

attended by BJP state presi-
dent Sat Sharma, Leader of
Opposition Sunil Sharma,
MP Jugal Kishore, General
Secretary (Organisation)
Ashok Koul, and other mem-
bers of the committee.

Minister of State in the
Prime Minister’s Office, Dr.
Jitendra Singh, and party’s
national general secretary
and in-charge for Jammu &
Kashmir, Tarun Chugh, will
also attend the meeting.

The committee is expected
to discuss potential can-
didates for both seats and
submit its recommenda-
tions to the party high com-
mand, which will finalize the
names. | More on P6

20 years on, earthquake memories still haunt Kashmir's border villages
Residents say natural disasters can’t be stopped, but suffering was unimaginable

Chenab Valley’s
hazardous roads
worsen after floods

Peerzada Ummer

Srinagar, Oct 08: The roads in
the Chenab Valley have become
increasingly hazardous, claim-
ing lives and damaging infra-
structure with each passing day.
After the recent torrential rains
and floods, the region’s fragile
road network has suffered severe
damage, while funds for restora-
tion remain stuck awaiting gov-
ernment approval.

In the mountainous district of
Doda, the condition of link roads
has worsened dramatically.

Commuters, who spoke to the
news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO), describe travel-
ling on these dilapidated routes
as sheer torment.

Although the government has
launched | More on P6

Sajid Raina

Karnah, Oct 08 Ghulam Nabi
Khan, now 80, still lives in a
house rebuilt with govern-
ment aid, but the pain from
that day has never left him.

On this day 20 years ago,
the Karnah Valley in north
Kashmir's Kupwara district
faced a devastating earthquake,
claiming over 150 lives, de-
stroying thousands of homes,
livestock, and vital infrastruc-
ture, and leaving deep scars on
the mountains and fields.

"It's been 20 years since the

deadly earthquake devastated
and shook the Karnah Valley,
yet people here still carry fresh
memories of that day," Khan
recalled while speaking to the
news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO).

He said people lost their loved
ones in the tragedy, and the pain
that kept us awake for months
still haunts us to this day.

“We were busy in the fields
when the earth started shak-
ing violently. I ran back home
to find the roof collapsing like
a deck of cards. My two grand-
sons were playing inside. They

never came out alive. I still see
their faces when I close my
eyes," he recalled.

Today, Khan tends a small
orchard near his home. “I
work every day, but the si-
lence at home reminds me of
what I lost," he said, adding,
“It was a natural disaster; no
one could have stopped it, but
we suffered beyond anything
imaginable.”

Locals said that villages like
Tangdhar, Tithwal, and other
border areas were among the
worst hit.

Almost all the ‘'kachcha'

houses made of mud and brick
collapsed, especially in low-
lying areas where over 90% of
structures were destroyed.

Even army installations,
bridges, and culverts were
severely damaged. Roads, in-
cluding the crucial Karnah-
Tangdhar route, were blocked
by landslides, isolating the val-
ley for days.

Fatima Begum, 68, was a wid-
ow even before the earthquake,
but lost her son and many
neighbours in the disaster.

“I was fetching water
from the spring when the

earth trembled. By the time [
reached home, everything had
fallen: the walls, the roof, and
my son trapped inside.”

For days, she searched
through the debris alongside
others, hoping for a miracle that
never came. Now, Fatima lives
with her daughter in Tangdhar.

Zubeeda, 35, was newly
married and full of hope in
2005. “We had just finished
building our mud house when
the quake struck at dawn. The
walls shook, and then every-
thing fell around us. I held my
husband’s hand | More on P6
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Govt committed to

sustainable development

across JKk: Javid Dar

Inaugurates International
Geospatial Conference at IUST

KT NEWS DESK

AWANTIPORA, OCTOBER
08: Minister for Agricul-
ture, Rural Development,
Panchayati Raj and Coop-
eratives, Javid Ahmad
Dar, Wednesday inaugu-
rated the International
Conference on “Mapping
the Future of Sustainable
Landscapes: Geospatial
Innovation for People, Plac-
es and Practices” at Islamic
University of Science and
Technology (IUST) here.
The two day Confer-
ence organized by IUST
in collaboration with the
International Society for

Photogrammetry and
Remote Sensing (ISPRS)
brings together global
experts, academicians and
policymakers to deliberate
on the role of geospatial
technologies in advancing
sustainable development.
In his inaugural address,
the Minister emphasized
that the conference holds
great relevance for the agri-
culture and horticulture
sectors of Jammu & Kashmir,
where geospatial inno-
vations can help enhance
productivity, resource man-
agement, and ecosystem
conservation. He reiterat-
ed the J&K Government’s

mental challenges.

Mission.

commitment to sustaina-
ble and technology-driven
development, underscoring
that science, innovation,
and community participa-
tion must work together to
address emerging environ-

Vice Chancellor, Prof.
Shakil Ahmad Romshoo
in his address highlight-
ed IUST’s contributions to
geospatial research and
innovation and announced
the establishment of a
new incubator to develop
a student-led “Kashmir
Satellite” under the Nation-
al 75 Student Satellite

KT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 08:
Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo
Wednesday reviewed the
progress of the ongoing Dig-
itization and Modernization
of Land Records project in
Jammu and Kashmir, empha-
sizing that although the exer-
cise is complex and arduous,
it remains vital for ensuring
transparency, accurate land
ownership records, efficient
planning, and improved ag-
ricultural practices across the
Union Territory.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary, Revenue,
Kumar Rajeev Ranjan; Direc-
tor, Survey & Land Records;
Inspector General, Regis-
tration; CEO, State Health
Agency and other senior
officers, while all Deputy
Commissioners participated
through video conferencing.

The Chief Secretary under-
scored the importance of
completing the digitiza-
tion process with utmost
accuracy, observing that a
significant proportion of
land-related disputes stem
from discrepancies in land
records. He directed the

J&K BOSE

notifies Date-sheet
for Class 11, 12
Students to avail 15%
relaxation in syllabus

Div Com chairs
high-level meeting

Reviews progress of Comprehensive
Sewerage Scheme

concerned officers to ensure
regular monitoring and eval-
uation of the progress being
achieved and to accomplish
the modernization process in
every respect within the next
six to seven months.

Taking a detailed review
of the current status, Dul-
loo instructed the Director,
Land Records, to issue clear
guidelines to all Deputy
Commissioners regarding
the procedure for recreation
of missing musavis (cadastral
maps) in certain villages. He
asked that necessary sup-
port be extended to districts
to ensure completion of this
process within two months,
so that the subsequent course
of action for remaining

villages can be determined
thereafter.

The Chief Secretary also
reviewed the progress under
key components of the land
records modernization
programme, including digiti-
zation of Jamabandis (Record
of Rights), geo-referencing of
cadastral maps, sub-parceli-
zation of survey numbers,
end-to-end digitization of
registrations, modernization
of record rooms, comput-
erization of revenue courts,
implementation of NAKSHA
in Urban Local Bodies, and
the SVAMITVA scheme in
rural areas for property card
distribution.

Presenting an overview
of the achievements, the

Secretary, Revenue informed
that data entry of Jamabandis
is being carried out in 4519
villages out of 6857, with
around 600 villages already
completed. He added that a
backlog mutation module has
been developed to update the
Records of Rights (RoR) and
Jamabandis to the year 2025,
and a proof of concept (PoC)
of the same has been suc-
cessfully completed in five
villages.

It was further informed
that parcel attribute upda-
tion under the PM Gati Shakti
initiative is progressing satis-
factorily and is expected to be
completed within a month.
Out of 6217 geo-referenced
maps received by BISAG-N,
4240 have been returned and
ground-truthed, while parcel
attribution has been com-
pleted for 3489 villages using
QGIS/ARC GIS tools.

Regarding computeri-
zation of the registration
process, the meeting was
informed that the system
is expected to become ful-
ly paperless within the
next two weeks, with leg-
acy data dating back to
1990 also being digitized in

CS reviews progress on digitization,
modernization of land records

Calls for timely completion of exercise (o ensure (ransparency, efficiency

collaboration with the judi-
cial courts.

Under the SVAMITVA
Scheme, it was given out
that 52,265 property cards
have already been distrib-
uted across 1,200 villages,
while drone surveys stand
almost complete, with work
on Map 1.0 and Map 2.0 cur-
rently underway.

It was also informed
that the NAKSHA scheme
is being implemented on
a pilot basis in four Urban
Local Bodies of Bishnah,
Katra, Pattan, and Awanti-
pora out of which Bishnah
is nearing completion,
with drone surveys pend-
ing in the remaining three
municipalities.

Reiterating the govern-
ment’s commitment to bring
about a paradigm shift in
land governance, the Chief
Secretary directed the Reve-
nue Department to maintain
momentum and ensure
seamless integration of all
modules under the Digital
Land Records Modernization
Programme (DLRMP) for
enhanced public service
delivery and reduction in
land disputes.

NOTICE INVITING FRESH TENDERS
E-NIT No. 55 of 2025-26/3557-66 dated 07 /10/2025/

GOVERNMENT OF UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
(R&B) DIVISION CHADOORA

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, fresh e-tenders (double cover system) are invited from reputed Regd. Architectural /Structural Consultant firms for
providing Architectural and structural Engineering Consultancy services in respect of following works: -

KT NEWS DESK S.No Name of Work C;let ;lf]:é ::)c. E';:::?t g;::rs;ft M.H of Account
InR
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 08: The Jammu (InRupecs)
and Kashmir Board of School Education
(J&K BOSE) has notified the date-sheets 1. Design, Consultancy, Geotechnical Investigation and Prepa-
for 11th and 12th classes Annual/ Regu- ration of DPR, Detailed Estimates, BOQ along with all Archi-
lar, 2025 (Oct- Nov Session), scheduling tectural, Structural drawings for approval and providing all 300/- 10,000/- Regd. Consultancy Contingencies
the examinations from November 19 working drawings i.e. architectural, structural and service Firm
dN ber 8 ivel drawings along with digital layout of plan, etc. including vet-
and November 8 respectively. ting of Drawings from IIT/NIT/DIQC:
Ir]'ll 3(18}’ 08’56)152(.1003 lsltl(ldET(l)tS(;J)ft_ClaSS For various Buildings & Roads under the territorial jurisdic-
11t 1, and 12th (71, rom tion of R&B Division Chadoora.
Kashmir Division and winter zone areas of
Jammu Division including students from Project Authority: PW(R&B) Division Chadoora
District Kargil are taking up the exam in Zof Funds:-Available.
the forthcoming session restored by the i Table1:
Government back to October- November. 1. | Date of Issue of Tender Notice 07/10/2025
As per the Date- sheet, the exams will KT NEWS DESK of the completed system shall be . : —
commence on November 8 for class 12th started on 16th October 2025, Period of downloading of bldding documents 07/10/72025
and November 19 for class 11th and are SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 08: Divi- Bid submission Start Date 07/10/2025

sional Commissioner Kashmir,
Anshul Garg, chaired a high-level
meeting to review the progress
of the Comprehensive Sewer-
age Scheme - Zone III of Greater
Srinagar.

The meeting was attended
by the Commissioner, Srinagar
Municipal Corporation (SMC);
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Srinagar; Chief Engineer, KPD-
CL; Superintending Engineer,
UEED; along with officers from
R&B, NBCC, and the Revenue
Department.

During the meeting, officials
from NBCC presented a detailed
status report on the project. It was
informed that Trunk Sewer Line is
99% complete, Lateral Sewer Line

likely to conclude by the second week of
December.

In consideration of the disruptions in
the academic calendar caused due to tor-
rential rains/ cloudbursts and floods, the
J&K BOSE has decided to grant 15% con-
cession for these classes also making an
attempt of 85% marks equivalent to 100%.

The J&K BOSE has urged students to
prepare seriously for the examinations
while reiterating its commitment to con-
duct the exams in observance of high
standards of transparency and fairness.

The BOSE has exhorted invigilatory
staff to be completely professional while
discharging their duties in order to safe-
guard the purity and integrity of exams
and requested district administration,
police and SED to extend cordial support
in smooth, fair and orderly conduct of the

3 zones of the city being taken
up under the Project targeting a
coverage of over 13000 house-
holds in all. 2,

The meeting also discussed
key challenges affecting the pro-
ject, including the relocation of
shops, realignment of PHE lines,
and shifting of 11KV and 33KV
power lines.

Emphasizing time-
ly completion, the Divisional
Commissioner called for swift
resolution of all outstanding
issues, including those hindering
household connectivity. He also
instructed the concerned depart-
ments to explore suitable land for
the relocation of shops, which is
essential for linking Sector-I to the

Bid Submission End Date 16/10/2025 upto 05.00 PM.

2
which would cover 2 out of the 3.
4
5

Date & time of opening of Technical Bids 17/10/2025 at 10.30 AM in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora

The Bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract
and other details can be seen/ downloaded from www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given above.

Note: The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the NIT carefully before uploading softcopies.

Any short fall found in the soft copies will lead to the rejection of BID.

As per Circular issued by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir Civil Secretariat Finance department vide No. 0OMNo. A/24(2017)-651 dtd.07-06-2018 reproduced
as under:-

A) Furnishing of Hard Copies of bids immediately after submission of e-tenders is dispensed with. The same should be obtained only from the Bidder who’s declared
1tLowest (L-1) after opening of financial bids.

B) The Cost of tender document should be collected by introducing E-Challan or simply uploading a copy of necessary Treasury Challan (Receipt).

2.1 Bids must be accompanied with the cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan/Receipt (Credited to M.H.0059 PWD)/DD in favour of Executive Engi-
neer (R&B) Division Chadoora (Tender Inviting Authority) and Earnest Money/ Bid Security in the shape of CDR/ FDR in favour of Executive Engineer (R&B) Division
Chadoora (Tender Receiving Authority) failing which the tender will be rejected out rightly.

Note: (The Date of Treasury Challan, earnest money must be between the bid submission start date and Bid Submission End date).

2.1(a) Bidders registered as Micro and Small Enterprise are exempted from depositing Earnest Money/Bid Security and Tender Document Fee. Proof of valid MSME
registration certificate must be enclosed for availing these benefits. The bidders availing this benefit shall upload a copy of Bid Security Declaration Form as per
Annexure A.

2.2 The 1*lowest Bidder has to produce Performance Security Deposit foran amount of Rs. 15,000/- (Rupees Fifteen Thousand only) in the shape of CDR/FDR within
07 days after opening of Bids which shall be released after successful completion of work.

2.3 The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their

7 ) - © e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the office of E tive Engi , PW(R&B) Division Chadoora (Tender
examinations. All students, parents and is 100% completed, 60 MLD STP  main sewerage network. Receiving Authority).
stakeholders are adivsed to check the is 98% complete, Household con- The Div Com directed all exe- 2.4The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids.
date sheets of both the classes on JKBOSE nections have been fully achieved  cuting agencies to ensure that
website www.jkbose.nic.in to avoid being and 60 MLD Infall Pump Stationis  the entire segment of the project Executive Engineer,
misled by fake and faulty interpretation of 100% complete. is commissioned as per the sched- PW (R&B) Division Chadoora.

DIPK-6940/25
DATED: 08-10-2025

No. 3557-66
DATED: 07/10/2025

the concession criterion. It was directed that trial runs  uled timeline.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
JAMMU AND KASHMIR SERVICES SELECTION BOARD (JKSSB)

Muthi, Akhnoor Road, Jammu/Zam Zam Complex, Rambagh, Srinagar www.jkssb.nic.in

Subject: Document Verification of candidates falling under consideration zone for the various posts for which the OMR based written examination was held on 15-06-
2025 —Supplementary Document Verification thereof.
NOTIFICATION

All such candidates who are falling under consideration zone and were called for Document Verification for the following posts, vide Notification No. JKSSB-COEOQ-
EXAM(UT)/23/2025-03 (7699962) dated: 24-09-2025 and JKSSB-COEOEXAM(UT)/23/2025-03 (7699962) dated: 26-092025, but could not appear before the
Document Verification Committee(s) on 29-09-2025 & 30-09-2025, due to various reasons, are hereby given last and final opportunity to appear before the Doc-
ument Verification Committee on 13-10-2025 (Monday) from 11 AM to 04.30 PM at JKSSB, Central Office, Muthi, Akhnoor Road, Jammu (Jammu Centre Based
Candidates) and at JKSSB, Central Office, Zam Zam Complex, Rambagh, Srinagar (Kashmir Centre Based Candidates), failing which no further claims in this regard
shall be entertained at any stage.

DC Baramulla convenes DLSCC Meeting

Fresh cases recommended for compassionate appointment under SRO-13
KT NEWS DESK the remaining cases and
ensure their disposal in a
time-bound manner.
The Committee also
recommended fresh
cases of eligible indi-
viduals from Baramulla

BARAMULLA, OCTOBER
08: Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Baramulla, Min-
ga Sherpa Wednesday
convened a meeting of

the District Level Screen- district to the Govern- -
ing-cum-Coordination ment for consideration of S.No Name of the Post Advertisement No item No
Committee (DLSCC) at compassionate appoint- 1 Cameraman 07 0f 2020 240
the DC Office Baramulla ments under SRO-43, in —
to review 31 cases filed line with the laid down 2 Printing Down Operator 05 of 2020 174
under SRO-43 by the next norms and procedures. 3 Statistical Assistant 050f 2022 196
of kin (NoKs) of militan- The meeting was 4 Junior Microbiologist 82
cy-affected victims. attended by Senior
The meeting was inthe district. the need for speedy and  Superintendent of Police 5 Junior Microbiologist 0402022 83
aimed at ensuring After detailed scrutiny, transparent processingof = Baramulla Gurinderpal -
the timely and trans- 10 cases were approved, such cases to ensure that ~ Singh, Superintendent 6 Driver 0102025 01
parent disposal of 11 sent for reverification, victim families receive  of Police Sopore, senior
compassionate appoint-  and 10 cases were reject-  timely relief. He directed  officers from the Army, ~ ReyazAhmad Malik (JKAS)
ment cases and extending  ed during the meeting.  the concerned officers BSF, CRPF, and other Controller of Examination J&K Services Selection Board
due support to the fami- Speaking on the occa-  to expedite verification  concerned departments No.: JKSSB-COEOEXAM(UT)/23,/2025 (7699962)
lies affected by militancy ~ sion, the DC emphasized and documentation of  and agencies. Dated: 07 -10-2025 DIPK-6968/25

DATED: 08-10-2025
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‘PDP to introduce
anti-eviction Bill in
LA Session’

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

Srinagar, Oct 08: Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP)
Chief and former chief
minister, Mehbooba Mufti
on Wednesday said that
her party will introduce
the ‘anti-Eviction Bill - The
J&K Land Rights & Regu-
larisation Bill, 2025’ in the
upcoming Legislative As-
sembly Session in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Speaking with report-
ers, Mehbooba Mufti urged
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah to take a strong stand
for the livelihood of locals
and asked him to fulfill the
promises of his party.

She said that post 2019;
there has been a persistent
sense of land and job inse-
curities among the locals in
Jammu and Kashmir. “Since
we have an elected govern-
ment now, it must take a
stand against these insecu-
rities,” she said.

The PDP Chief added that
taking over hotels at prime
tourist destinations and

bulldozing schools, hous-
es and shops is a matter of
great concern.

She also said that earli-
er, PDP MLA Waheed Parra
had tabled a proposal for
the protection of land and
jobs in Jammu and Kashmir.
“Today again, I am propos-
ing a bill for the protection
of land and hotels. I urge
the Chief Minister either to
consider the bill or come up
with the solution that eas-
es problems faced by the
locals," she said.

The PDP Chief also crit-
icized the government for
not doing the works as
promised under his control.
“It is injustice if the Chief
Minister does not perform
the duties that fall under
his control. He has prom-
ised of 200 free units of
electricity, regularization
of daily wagers, 12 cylinders
for consumers, 1 lakh jobs to
the youth and stopping the
installation of smart meters
doesn’t have any role of
Lieutenant Governor,” she
said—(KNO)

BOSE announces
date sheet for 11th,
12th classes

KNO

Srinagar, Oct 08: Jammu
and Kashmir Board of
School Education (JKBOSE)
Wednesday issued an an-
nual regular examination
date sheet for 11th and
12th classes.

The annual regular exams
for 11th standard will com-
mence from November-19
till December-13.

JKBOSE further said
that the exams for 12th
standard will commence
from November-08 till
December-03.

Earlier, JKBOSE notified
the date-sheet for annual
regular exams of Class 10th
(Oct-Nov session), schedul-
ing the examination from
November 3 from 11 am to
2 pm. Pertinently, BOSE had
announced syllabus relaxa-
tion of 15 percent for 10th,
11th and 12th standard
examination.

Director Academics
of BOSE in a notification
said that the decision was
taken upon the recom-
mendations received from
the DSEK and DSE] and

pleas received from oth-
er stakeholders regarding
reduction in syllabus due to
delayed commencement of
academic session this year
coupled with disruptions in
academic calendar due to
heat wave, torrential rains,
cloudbursts and floods.

“As approved by the
competent authority, it
is notified that the pro-
spective eligible students
appearing in class 10th,
11th and 12th in the ensuing
annual regular, 2025 exam-
ination in Kashmir Division
and winter zone areas of
Jammu Division including
UT of Ladakh, shall attempt
85 percent marks which will
correspond to 100 percent
marks, availing thus 15 per-
cent relaxation in syllabus,”
reads the notification.

BOSE has exhorted invig-
ilator staff to be completely
professional while discharging
their duties in order to safe-
guard the purity and integrity
of exams and requested school
education department to
extend cordial support in
smooth and fair conduct of the
examination—(KNO)

Statehood is our
right: Sakeena Itoo

Says we are not begging for it

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

Srinagar, Oct 08: Jammu and
Kashmir Health and Educa-
tion Minister Sakeena Itoo
Wednesday said that state-
hood is the right of people of
Jammu and Kashmir.
Speaking to reporters at
GMC Srinagar, Minister Itoo
said that they are demanding
their rights, not begging for it.
Responding to the remarks
of LoP Sunil Sharma, Itoo fur-
ther said that he doesn’t know
what sort of statement he is
giving. “I think he made the
same remarks during the elec-
tions.” On being asked about

medical seats, she sald they
had proposed 190 more seats
for Jammu and Kashmir and
the Centre accepted it, which
is an achievement.

Pertinently, Itoo addressed
the White Coat (apron) wear-
ing ceremony of the new
MBBS batch at Government
Medical College Srinagar
and formally welcomed the
students.

Secretary Health and Med-
ical Education, Dr. Syed Abid
Rasheed Shah; Principal GMC
Srinagar, faculty members of
the college and a large num-
ber of students were present
on the occasion. Addressing

the gathering, Minister
Sakeena congratulated the
fresh batch of students for
securing admission to one of
the oldest and most reputed
medical institutions of J&K.
She underlined that pursuing
medicine is not merely an aca-
demic journey but a lifelong
commitment to serve human-
ity with compassion, integrity,
and professionalism.

“The medical profession is
built on trust and empathy.
As future doctors, your duty
extends beyond treating dis-
eases”, she stated.

The Minister urged the
students to blend scientific
excellence with ethical respon-
sibility, reminding them that
medicine is both an art and a
science. Highlighting the gov-
ernment’s continued focus
on strengthening healthcare
infrastructure and medical
education, the Minister noted
that GMC Srinagar has played
a pivotal role in shaping the
healthcare landscape of Jam-
mu and Kashmir. She assured
full government support for
ongoing projects aimed at
upgrading teaching, research,
and hospital facilities—(KNO)

Core panel to
finalise by-polls
candidates: Javid Dar

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

Srinagar, Oct 08: Senior National Con-
ference leader and for Agriculture, Rural
Development, Panchayati Raj and Coop-
eratives, Javid Ahmad Dar on Wednes-
day said that the discussion with Con-
gress is going on and the party's core
committee will finalise the candidates
for the upcoming by-election.

The Minister was replying to a que-
ry on finalising the candidature for the
Budgam Assembly seat.

Speaking with reporters Javid Dar
said that the election date for by-polls
was announced a few days ago only. "It
takes time to follow the procedures and
other things and it is too early to say
anything in this regard".

"I believe the discussion with the
Congress is going on and NC's core com-
mittee will take a final call to choose
candidates," he said.

By-election to Budgam and Nagrota
Assembly seats will be held on Novem-
ber 11, while counting of votes will take
place on November 14.

Pertinently, Dar inaugurated the
International Conference on “Mapping
the Future of Sustainable Landscapes:
Geospatial Innovation for People, Plac-
es and Practices” at Islamic University
of Science and Technology (IUST) here.

The two day Conference organized by
[UST in collaboration with the Interna-
tional Society for Photogrammetry and
Remote Sensing (ISPRS) brings together

global experts, academicians and pol-
icymakers to deliberate on the role of
geospatial technologies in advancing
sustainable development.

In his inaugural address, the Min-
ister emphasized that the conference
holds great relevance for the agricul-
ture and horticulture sectors of Jammu
& Kashmir, where geospatial innova-
tions can help enhance productivity,
resource management, and ecosystem
conservation.

He reiterated the J&K Government’s
commitment to sustainable and
technology-driven development, under-
scoring that science, innovation, and
community participation must work
together to address emerging environ-
mental challenges—(KNO)

RS Polls.....

Candidate to be

decided after Rahul
Gandhi’s return: Karra

MUBASHIR ALAM WANI

Srinagar, Oct 08: Jammu and Kash-
mir Pradesh Congress Committee
(JKPCC) Chief Tariq Hameed Kar-
ra on Wednesday said delibera-
tions on the party’s Rajya Sabha
nominee will only begin once Ra-
hul Gandhi returns from abroad,
stressing that the final decision
rests with the central leadership

and not the state unit.

Karra dismissed speculation
around potential Congress candi-
dates, saying, “no formal discussion
has taken place” either within the
party or with alliance partner

National Conference.

He said the reports that there are
consultations going on for nomi-
nations of RS seats were “purely

speculative”.

“Until Rahul Ji and the central
leadership take a call on this, it’s
just narrative-building. Everybody
has aright to claim candidature, but
finally it is the high command that

decides,” Karra said.

The JKPCC Chief also made it clear

command.

said—(KNO)

that even on Assembly by-polls, the
state leadership’s opinion may be
sought, but the call will eventual-
ly be taken by the Congress high

He added that any consensus for-
mula on candidate selection with
the NC “is yet to be discussed”.

Karra, while underlining that Con-
gress was not rigid about names,
also took a swipe at media-driven
speculation. “Much of what is being
said is just TRP-driven build-up,” he

institution.”

Srinagar, Oct 08: Secretary
Health and Medical
cation, Jammu and Kash-
mir, Syed Abid Rasheed on
Wednesday addressed the
newly admitted MBBS batch
at the Government Medical
College (GMC) Srinagar, de-
livering an inspiring mes-
sage centered on dedication,
compassion, discipline and
lifelong learning in the med-
ical profession.

Sharing a personal anecdote
from his student life, Syed Abid
said, “To motivate myself, [ used
to come and stand outside the
gate of GMC Srinagar and tell
myself that one day I will enter
this institution as a doctor.
Though I was eventually sent to
Chennai, not getting GMC Srina-
gar remained one of my biggest
regrets. So, [ feel happy, proud
and blessed to be part of this

Calling the beginning of
medical education a “mon-
umental and transformative said.
journey,” he told the students
that the profession comes

Edu-

with immense responsibility.
“You will face challenges and
deal with human life, fighting
death and disease every sin-
gle day. But this will also be
the most satisfying and beau-
tiful journey of your life,” he

Emphasizing the core val-
ues that define the medical

Secy health inspires
new MBBS batch

RAJA SYED RATHER

field, the Secretary said that
empathy, compassion, and
continuous learning are the
pillars of good medical prac-
tice. “The medical profession
is not like any other. You
must feel the pain of oth-
ers, show compassion, and
most importantly, never stop
learning. Lifelong learning is
what makes a great doctor,”
he remarked.

Urging students to uphold
academic excellence and pro-
fessional competence, he
noted, “You might be a great
singer, dancer, or debater, but
patients do not need any of
those skills. They need a com-
petent and knowledgeable
doctor. What the mind does
not know, the eyes do not see.”

Syed Abid advised the new
batch to remain focused, dis-
ciplined, and dedicated to
their studies. “As doctors, your
core value system from today
onwards must revolve around
study, study, and more study.
That is what will make you
capable of serving humanity
with skill and compassion,” he
said—(KNO)

Div Com reviews winter preparedness measures

KT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, Oct 08: In view of the up-
coming winter season, Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir, Anshul
Garg Wednesday chaired a meet-
ing with Deputy Commissioners
and Heads of Departments to re-
view the preparedness for the

forthcoming cold months.

The meeting was attended by
Deputy Commissioners, Directors
of FCS&CA, ULB, and IMD, Com-
missioner SMC, Chief Engineers of
KPDCL, KPTCL, PHE, R&B, PMGSY,
and officers from Horticulture, BRO,
NH, NHIDCL, and other concerned

departments.

Div Com conducted a detailed
review of snow clearance strategies
of key departments including MED,
BRO, PMGSY, SMC, ULB, and R&B.
He emphasized prioritizing snow
clearance on roads leading to vital
installations and habitations, ensur-
ing minimal disruption to public
movement and essential services.

He also reviewed buffer stocking
of ration, LPG, petroleum prod-
ucts, and distribution transformers
besides functioning of water supply
schemes, lift stations, and deploy-

ment of water tankers.

On the occasion, Div Com
instructed Deputy Commis-
sioners to ensure seamless
coordination among departments
to avoid service disruptions. He
called for advance vetting of road
stretches to be cleared by respective
agencies and stressed the need to

complete tendering and contractor
allotments by October-end.

The departments were directed
to map manpower and machinery
to ensure timely snow clearance.

KPDCL was directed to enhance
workshop capacity to reduce trans-
former repair time besides maintain
adequate buffer stock of transform-
ers, poles, and wires. He called for
distribution of sufficient trans-
former oil to all districts to prevent
shortages. Also, both KPDCL and
KPTCL were instructed to expe-
dite tree branch cutting to prevent
power line damage. Director Health
Services was instructed to ensure
availability of medical staff in all
health institutions and to provide
4x4 ambulances to districts and

operation of 108 emergency ser-
vices. He instructed DCs to identify
and map critical patients, elderly
individuals, and pregnant women
for early evacuation or transfer to
safer locations for treatment. More-
over, he directed for deployment of
Gynaecologists and Paediatricians
to Gurez on a rotational basis.

Regarding Fuel Supplies, he
directed agencies to ensure 20 days'
buffer stock of LPG by November
20 besides augmentation of buffer
stocks of petrol and diesel.

Div Com enjoined Dir FCS&CA to
ensure availabilty adequate Buffer
stock of ration at distribution plac-
es and dumping of stocks in remote
and high-altitude areas.

Taking note of increased fire

system.

ter season.

incidents during winters, Div Com
directed public awareness cam-
paigns on safe use of electrical
appliances and stressed on sta-
tioning of fire tenders at critical
locations for rapid response.

While reviewing the availability
of satellite phones for Nodal Officers
and emergency teams, he called for
effective usage of communication

He also directed BSNL officers
to expedite installation of telecom
towers in uncovered areas to ensure
uninterrupted connectivity.

Moreover, he advised use of tel-
ecom services for dissemination
of advisories to the general public,
particularly farmers.

Div Com directed DC Ganderbal
to ensure continuous operation of
Sonmarg Tunnel for winter tourism.

SMC and other civic agencies
were instructed to ensure prompt
snow clearance in city and timely
dewatering of low-lying zones.

To streamline coordination, the
0SD to Div Com was appointed as
the Divisional Level Nodal Officer,
while other departments were
instructed to appoint their respec-
tive nodal officers for information
sharing and response.

The Divisional Commissioner
reiterated the need for proactive
planning, inter-agency coordina-
tion, and efficient execution to
mitigate public inconvenience and
ensure smooth functioning of
essential services during the win-

RAJA SYED RATHER

BRO restores

Ladakh, Oct 08: In a remarkable display of
speed and efficiency, Project Vijayak of the
Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has re-
stored vital road connectivity to Turtuk and
Sub Sector Haneef after the collapse of a 110-
foot Double-Single Bailey Bridge at Skaru.

The bridge collapsed following the pas-
sage of an overloaded dumper, disrupting
movement on a crucial route that serves as
a lifeline for residents and security forces in
the region. Acting immediately, the 54 RCC
team under Project Vijayak constructed an
upstream diversion to ensure temporary con-
nectivity, allowing traffic to resume within
just a few hours.

Demonstrating technical excellence, the

Connectlwty (o Turtuk

BRO team successfully retrieved the collapsed
bridge without losing any components.

Anew 110-foot Bailey Bridge was launched
at the same location and made operational
for traffic by 7 PM the same day.

A senior BRO official said the rapid resto-
ration reflects the organisation’s dedication
to maintaining uninterrupted connectivity in
Ladakh’s difficult and strategically important
terrain.Local residents also expressed grati
tude to BRO for their swift action, noting that
such timely efforts ensure vital links remain
open even under challenging conditions.

The operation once again highlights the
commitment and professionalism of Pro-
ject Vijayak in serving the nation’s border
regions with exceptional efficiency and
resilience—(KNO)
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A Relief That Reaches The Roots

The advancerelease of Rs171 croreto8.551akh

flood-affected farmers in Jammu & Kashmir

isapowerful statement of solidarity from the
Central government toward those who feed the
nation. Thisinstallment of the PM-KISAN scheme,
facilitated under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
leadership and executed by Union Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, demonstratesa
governance model that isboth compassionate and
responsive. For farming communities devastated
byrecentfloods and landslides, this direct benefit

transfer is a critical lifeline. It enables them to
purchaseseeds, repair damagedfields, and sustain
their families during this precarious period. The
additional support of Rs 85.62 crore for housing
reconstruction under PMAY-Gramin, along with
increased MGNREGA workdays, reflects a ho-
listic approach to rehabilitation that addresses
both immediate needs and long-term recovery.
The proactiverole of the J&K administration, led
by Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha and Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah, in coordinating with

the Centre has been instrumental in ensuring
that assistance reaches beneficiaries swiftly and
transparently. Their collaborative efforts highlight
a shared commitment to farmer welfare, tran-
scendingpoliticallines in the service of the public
good. This initiative also highlights the success
of direct benefit transfers in reducing leakages
and ensuring that assistance reaches those who
need it most. By empowering farmers, including
over 85,000 women, with financial autonomy, the
governmentisrestoringdignity and agency. Such

sustained support will be crucial in revitalising
the agrarian economy. The assurance of prompt
compensation under crop insurance schemes and
continued central backingoffershope and stability
tofarmersfacingan uncertainfuture. Inmoments
of crisis, trueleadership ismeasured by its capacity
to care. Through this decisive action, the Central
and J&K governments have shown that when it
comestofarmer welfare, they stand united, proving
onceagainthatnoone will beleft behind in India’s
journey toward progress.

=== Viksit Panchayats for Viksit Bharat

People’s Plan Campaign: Strengthening Grassroot
Governance, Fostering Inclusive Growth

Press Information Bureau

the three-tier Panchayati Raj system,

holds a central role in rural governance
and development. This system was institu-
tionalized through the 73rd Constitutional
Amendment Act, 1992, with the objective
of strengthening participatory democracy
in rural areas. Gram (village) Panchayats not
only provide essential services and develop-
ment at the local level but also play a role
in conflict resolution, community meetings,
and promoting social well-being.

Development of Panchayats are therefore
vital for building a strong foundation for
Viksit Bharat.

Article 243G of the Constitution recog-
nizes Panchayats as institutions of local
self-government and entrusts them with
the preparation of plans for economic de-
velopment and social justice. Being the clos-
est tier of government to the people, Gram
Panchayats are responsible for addressing
the needs of marginalized groups and en-
suring effective delivery of basic services.

The Gram Panchayat, as the basic unit of

Gram Panchayat Development Plan
(GPDP)

Gram Panchayats have been mandated
for the preparation of Gram Panchayat
Development Plan (GPDP) for economic de-
velopment and social justice utilizing the
resources available to them. The GPDP plan-
ning process has to be comprehensive based
on participatory process and Panchayats
have a significant role to play in the effective
and efficient implementation of schemes.

A well-structured and inclusive planning
process lies at the heart of Panchayat func-
tioning. The Gram Panchayat Development
Plan (GPDP) is expected to reflect the needs
and priorities of the community, align them
with available resources, and be prepared in
a fair, transparent and participatory manner.

For effective implementation of schemes
on subjects of mnational importance,
Panchayat Development Plans (PDPs)
must be comprehensive and participatory.

iy

PANCHAYAT
DEVELOPMENT PLANS

18.13+ Lakh

Panchayat Development Plans (PDPs)
uploaded from 2019-20 te 2025-26°
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Source: eGramSwarn) portal *ag of 29th July 2025

These plans cover the 29 subjects listed in
the Eleventh Schedule of the Constitution.
While Gram Panchayats prepare GPDPs,
Block Panchayats prepare Block Panchayat
Development Plans (BPDPs), and District
Panchayats prepare District Panchayat
Development Plans (DPDPs).

Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) are re-
sponsible for delivering services such as wa-
ter supply, sanitation, roads, drainage, street
lighting, health, education, and nutrition
at the village level. The 29 subjects of the
Eleventh Schedule (To read all the 29 sub-
jects and 73rd Amendment of Panchayati
Raj in India, visit @ https://secforuts.mha.
gov.in/73rd-amendment-of-panchayati-
raj-in-india/) also align closely with the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), thus
positioning PRIs as key actors in achieving
SDGs through localization.

To carry the SDG agenda to the grassroots,
the Ministry of Panchayati Raj has adopted
a thematic approach, which groups the 17
SDGs into nine broad themes. This approach
enables Panchayats to prepare development
plans under a ‘whole of government and
whole of society’ framework.

Since 2018, Self-Help Groups (SHGs) have

also been engaged in preparing Village
Prosperity and Resilience Plans (VPRPs), fur-
ther supporting holistic development and
resilience at the village level.

People’s Plan Campaign: Sabki Yojana,
Sabka Vikas

To enhance people’s participation in pre-
paring Panchayat Development Plans, the
People’s Plan Campaign (PPC) was launched
on 2nd October 2018 under the theme
“Sabki Yojana, Sabka Vikas”. Encouraged
by the positive outcomes of Gram Sabhas,
stakeholder engagement, and participatory
planning, the Campaign has since been con-
ducted annually in a mission mode with ac-
tive involvement of Elected Representatives,
frontline workers, Self Help Groups (SHGs),
Community-Based Organizations (CBOs),
and other local stakeholders.

Objective

The People’s Plan Campaign is guided by
the objective of preparing participatory,
comprehensive and convergent develop-
ment plans — GPDPs, BPDPs and DPDPs —
at Gram Panchayat, Intermediate (Block)
Panchayat and District Panchayat levels
across the country in a time-bound manner.
Structured Gram Sabha meetings are orga-
nized with active participation of communi-
ty members and presentations by frontline
workers of all related line departments. The
campaign seeks to achieve effective local-
ization of SDGs by integrating the nine the-
matic approaches of LSDGs into Panchayat
Development Plans and by incorporating
Village Prosperity and Resilience Plans
(VPRPs) prepared by Self-Help Group fed-
erations. It also promotes gender-responsive
governance through the active involvement
of Women Elected Representatives (WERs),
SHGs and women community members in
the planning process. Further, transparency
and accountability are strengthened by con-
ducting public information campaigns and
disclosing details of schemes, finances and
programmes in Gram Panchayat offices and

on public information boards.
People’s Plan Campaign 2025-26

The Ministry of Panchayati Raj launched
the People’s Plan Campaign (PPC) 2025-26:
“Sabki Yojana, Sabka Vikas” Abhiyaan on
2nd October 2025 across all States and
Union Territories, thereby initiating the na-
tionwide process for preparing Panchayat
Development Plans (PDPs) for the Financial
Year 2026-27.

In the run-up to the launch, exten-
sive preparations were carried out. The
Ministry had virtual interactions with
State Governments, Union Territories, and
State Institutes of Rural Development &
Panchayati Raj (SIRD&PRs), to finalize strat-
egies and ensure smooth coordination. To
promote convergence and grassroots-level
participation, the Ministry is working along
with 20 Line Ministries/Departments of the
Government of India to direct their respec-
tive State/UT counterparts to actively partic-
ipate in the campaign, particularly through
special Gram Sabha meetings. Furthermore,
States and UTs has been instructed to ap-
point nodal officers, train facilitators, final-
ize schedules for Gram Sabhas, and promi-
nently display Public Information Boards.
The Special Gram Sabhas convened on 2nd
October 2025 marked the formal launch of
the campaign across the country.

The PPC 2025-26 is designed to strength-
en participatory, transparent, and account-
able local governance. Under this initiative,
Gram Sabhas are tasked with reviewing
earlier Gram Panchayat Development Plans
(GPDPs) using digital platforms such as
eGramSwaraj, Meri Panchayat App, and
Panchayat NIRNAY. They are expected to
assess progress on works, identify delays,
and prioritize unfinished projects, espe-
cially those linked with unspent Central
Finance Commission grants. The planning
process will be guided by the Panchayat
Advancement Index (PAI), while tools like
SabhaSaar will be encouraged to make de-
liberations more effective. Efforts will also
focus on improving Panchayats’ Own Source

Revenue (OSR) and ensuring deeper com-
munity involvement in decision-making.

A special emphasis of the campaign is on
tribal empowerment, with focused activities
under the Adi Karmayogi Abhiyaan. By en-
suring the active participation of Panchayat
representatives, line department officials,
community members, Self Help Groups
(SHGs), and frontline workers, the campaign
aims to further deepen transparency, con-
vergence, and accountability in grassroots
planning. It is expected to pave the way
for stronger service delivery mechanisms,
inclusive development, and improved out-
comes for rural communities across India.

Achievement

Since its launch in 2018, the People’s Plan
Campaign has helped Panchayats prepare
evidence-based and inclusive development
plans that reflect local needs while aligning
with national priorities.

As per data available on the eGramSwaraj
Portal, more than 18.13 lakh Panchayat
Development Plans have been uploaded
from 2019-20 to 2025-26 (as on 29th July
2025). These include:

Over 1773 lakh Gram Panchayat
Development Plans (GPDPs)

35,755 Block Panchayat Development
Plans (BPDPs)

3,469 District Panchayat Development
Plans (DPDPs)

Conclusion

The People’s Plan Campaign has emerged
as a transformative initiative for strengthen-
ing grassroots democracy and ensuring inclu-
sive development. By bringing communities,
elected representatives and institutions to-
gether in preparing Panchayat Development
Plans, the Campaign is deepening transpar-
ency, convergence and accountability. With
active participation of citizens and a strong
focus on localization of SDGs, PPC is paving
the way for more responsive, empowered
and self-reliant Panchayats, contributing to
the larger vision of Viksit Bharat.

Making It Alone: How Solitude Can Spark Creativity

How does solitude bolster imagination, unlock ingenuity, and foster inspiration?

Robert Coplan

sychologists ~Christopher Long and
Pjames Averill once described the long-
standing connection between solitude

and creativity as “so ubiquitous that it has be-
come almost a cliché: the scientist alone in a
laboratory, the writer in a cabin in the woods,
or the painter in a bare studio”. But how does
solitude bolster imagination, unlock ingenu-
ity, and foster inspiration? According to psy-
chological research, here are five ways that
solitude really can spark creativity.

1. The Shower Effect

If you do your best thinking in the show-
er, you are not alone. The most common lo-
cations where people have sudden insights
(“aha!” moments) include in the shower,
during transport, and while exercising.
Although you may not always engage in
these activities alone, these experiences all
typically offer a break from the constant in-
formation stream we are exposed to when
socially engaging with others. Solitude of-
fers a respite from this input and lets our
mind start to wander. Such free thinking
seems to stimulate the areas of our brain
known as the default mode network, which
fosters cognitive flexibility (i.e., thinking
outside the box). In short, if you are stuck on
something, let your ideas incubate by taking
a break (or a shower or a drive or a walk)!

2. Look Forward to Daydreams

A meandering mind can be a gateway to
creativity. But sometimes our thoughts can
wander off to bad places - and ruminating

(repeatedly thinking negative thoughts) can
make us feel sad and anxious. To help with
this, try to look forward instead of looking
back. Florence Ruby and colleagues found
that mind wandering about the past and
focused on others was more likely to put
people in a worse mood. In contrast, day-
dreaming about the future and with a focus
on oneself was found to increase positive
mood. Letting your mind wander when
you are alone can open up new avenues
of thoughts and help you solve problems.
However, it is also important to be mindful
of your mind wandering. For some people,
daydreams can morph into daymares.

3. Playing the Right Solo

Are there specific things we can do to get
our creative juices flowing when alone?

According to research by Benjamin Baird,
you need to find the “sweet spot” between
boring and demanding. Participants were
asked to list unusual uses for common ob-
jects as a test of their creativity, but under
different conditions. The results were strik-
ing. People who took a break and engaged
in a mildly demanding task (labelling odd
vs. even numbers on a screen) produced
more new ideas than those who engaged in
more demanding tasks, did nothing during
the break, or who did not have a break at all.
Doing something - but something that is
not overly demanding - appears to be most
helpful in terms of allowing the brain to
solve problems. Why? Because during these
‘not too demanding’ tasks, your mind is free
to wander, and it goes places that basically

help you connect the dots in your head.

4. Let it Flow, Let it Flow, Let it Flow

Another phenomenon also linked with
creativity is flow. This influential concept
was conceived of by psychologist Mihalyi
Csikszentmihalyi as an “optimal experi-
ence” (i.e., being in the zone). Flow is a state
of being deeply absorbed in a specific activ-
ity, feeling confident and un-self-conscious,
and losing track of yourself and your sur-
roundings. Most often described among
elite athletes, states of flow have also been
documented among writers, artists, out-
door adventures, and gamers. Although
some have argued that solitude is neces-
sary to achieve true states of flow, such ex-
periences do also occur in social contexts.
However, personality seems to matter
here. Liu and Csikszentmihalyi found that
participants who were more extroverted
reported more frequent flow during social
activities, whereas introverts were more
likely to experience flow while in solitude.
Nevertheless, Csikszentmihalyi noted many
other benefits of solitude and offered this
advice near the end of this paper, “interact-
ing with others can be a good source of an
enjoyable life, but one has to learn to enjoy
solitude as well to complete some of life
tasks that demand absolute concentration.”

5. Getting Your Balance

Although solitude provides unique op-
portunities, we cannot discount the roles of
collaboration and discussion in the creative
process. As with many things in life, the best
option is a balanced one. Runa Korde and Paul

Paulus found that people who alternated be-
tween solitary and groups brainstorming ses-
sions generated more new ideas than those
who either just brainstormed alone or just
brainstormed with a group. In some phases of
the creative process, periods of solitude will
be helpful to fully develop our ideas, engage
in intense research, or allow for mind wan-
dering to encourage new avenues of thinking.
However, it is also important to be exposed
to others’ perspectives, bounce ideas off oth-
ers, and seek their feedback. There is a good
lesson here. Sociable people tend to seek out
more collaborative settings, whereas those
who prefer being alone retreat to solitude to
pursue creative endeavors. However, it seems
as though both contexts provide unique ben-
efits for this process.

So, what can we take away from all of this?
Solitude is a great incubator for ideas. To help
get unstuck with a problem, take a break and
spend some time alone. Choose a solo activ-
ity that will let your mind wander; ideally,
something that is just the right amount be-
tween ‘not too boring’ and ‘not too engaging'.
And to further help with the creative process,
alternate between episodes of being alone
and time with others. This “balanced” ap-
proach will not only spark creativity, but also
bolster your general well-being.

Robert Coplan, Ph.D., is a psychologist
who studies the costs and benefits of soli-
tude across the lifespan and is the author
of The Joy of Solitude. He is a Chancellor’s
Professor at Carleton University.

Source: Psychology Today
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Health sectordirectly
linked to well-being
of people: Sakeena

Reviews progress on recruitments in key departments

KT News Desk

SRINAGAR, = OCTOBER  08:
Minister for Health and Medical
Education, Sakeena [too
Wednesday reviewed the on-
going process of recruitments
in the Health and Medical
Education, Social Welfare and
Education departments, em-
phasizing the need for expe-
diting appointments to ensure
better service delivery at the
grassroots level.

Chairing a review meeting
with senior officers of Jammu
and Kashmir Service Selection
Board (JKSSB), the Minister
underlined the importance of
strengthening key public ser-
vice sectors, particularly health,
which continues to play a criti-
cal role in community welfare.
She expressed concern over
the delay in filling vacant posts
and directed that all procedural

Yy
bottlenecks be addressed on
priority to ensure timely
recruitment.

“The health sector is directly
linked to the well-being of our
people. Timely filling of medi-
cal, paramedical, and support
staff positions is essential for
improving patient care and re-
ducing the workload on existing
employees,” Minister Sakeena
maintained.

The Minister also took stock
of vacancies in the Education
department, stressing  that
schools, especially in rural and
far-flung areas, must not suffer
due to staff shortages. She called
for a transparent and merit-
based recruitment process to
ensure deserving candidates are
given fair opportunities.

The Minister urged the con-
cerned authorities to maintain
coordination between recruit-
ing agencies and departments

CS condoles demise
of Lateef Ahmad

KT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 8: Chief
Secretary, Atal Dulloo expressed
profound grief over the demise
of Lateef Ahmad, an orderly
serving in his office.

In his condolence message,
the Chief Secretary recalled
Lateef Ahmad as a very humble,
and dedicated employee who
performed his duties with ut-
most honesty and commitment.
He said that Lateef’s demise is a

personal loss to the Secretariat
fraternity and offered his heart-
felt condolences to the be-
reaved family, praying for the
forbearance of this colossal loss
and eternal peace to the depart-
ed soul.

The officers and staff of the
Chief Secretary’s office also ex-
pressed deep sorrow over the
passing of Lateef Ahmad and
extended sympathy and sup-
port to his family during this
difficult time.

DC Bla holds Block
Diwas at Wagoora

KT NEWS DESK

BARAMULLA, OCTOBER
08: Deputy Commissioner
Baramulla, Minga  Sherpa,
Wednesday presided over a Block
Diwas at Wagoora, an initiative
aimed at bringing governance
closer to the people and provid-
ing a platform for citizens to di-
rectly present their grievances
and developmental concerns.

During the programme, resi-
dents and Public representa-
tives highlighted several press-
ing issues, including the need
for improved water supply,
uninterrupted power supply,
better road connectivity, and
enhanced school infrastruc-
ture, along with other local de-
velopment concerns.

The DC listened to the issues
patiently, ensuring that every
concern raised was carefully
noted. Several issues were re-
solved on the spot, reflecting
the administration’s proactive

approach to citizen grievances.
Following the hearing, the
DC directed the concerned of-
ficers to take immediate and
time-bound action on all pend-
ing issues, emphasizing the im-
portance of efficiency, account-
ability, and responsiveness in
public service delivery.
Speaking on the occasion, the
DC said, “Block Diwas is an im-
portant initiative to strengthen
the interface between the admin-
istration and the people. It allows
citizens to directly present their
concerns and helps us ensure
that developmental schemes
and services reach every part of
the block. Our aim is to address
issues promptly and ensure that
governance truly reaches the
doorstep of every citizen.”
Earlier, the DC inspected var-
ious stalls installed by different
departments, aimed at creating
awareness among the public
regarding welfare schemes and
benefits available to them.

Mission YUVA

to avoid unnecessary delays.
She reiterated her commitment
to ensuring that both the health
and education sectors receive
focused attention, noting that
these are the pillars of a pro-
gressive and inclusive society.

“The youth of Jammu and
Kashmir are our strength.
Creating employment opportu-
nities through timely and trans-
parent recruitment will not only
strengthen institutions but also
restore faith in governance,” the
Minister stated.

While reviewing status of
recruitments in Social Welfare
department, Sakeena Itoo under-
scored the need for regular mon-
itoring and inter-departmental
coordination to avoid procedural
delays. She called upon officials
to submit detailed status reports
on vacancies, selection progress,
and appointment timelines to
ensure continuous oversight.

Nanda reviews progress of
development works in Forest sector

KT News Desk

SRINAGAR,  OCTOBER  08:
Commissioner Secretary, Forest,
Ecology, and Environment,
Sheetal Nanda, Wednesday
chaired a high-level meeting
to review the progress on on-
going development works be-
ing executed across the Union
Territory in the Forest and al-
lied sectors.

The meeting focused on
initiatives  under  various
schemes including CAPEX,
Compensatory  Afforestation
Fund Management and
Planning Authority (CAMPA),
Centrally Sponsored Schemes
(CSS), and Green India Mission
(GIM).

During the detailed review
many issues were discussed
threadbare including District-
wise physical and financial
achievements for the year
2024-25 and 2025-26 under
various Centrally sponsored
schemes. Also discussion was
held on the funds received, ex-
penditure incurred, utilization
certificates submitted under
CSSs/CSs (2024-25). She also
reviewed the Annual Plan of
Operations (APOs) approved
and funds received for the year
2025-26 as well as work-wise
physical and financial prog-
ress under UT CAPEX budget
(2025-26),Updated progress in
respect of budget announce-
ments for the year 2025-26
were also discussed. Latest sta-
tus of approved projects under
Special Assistance to States for

Capital Investment (SASCI) was
also reviewed.

Commissioner Secretary ex-
horted officers to ensure that
all schemes, especially the
Centrally Sponsored Schemes,
are implemented in letter and
spirit. She laid stress on in-
tensifying plantation drives
and expediting financial
bookings especially under
CAPEX Budget throughout the
districts.

The Commissioner
Secretary issued strict direc-
tives for the timely execution
and quality delivery of all de-
partmental projects. She di-
rected various departments
under the Forest umbrella to
ensure a minimum of 70% of
all planned works, including
infrastructure upgrades, affor-
estation and other conserva-
tion efforts are completed by
December 2025.

The Commissioner Secretary
directed that winter plantation
activities must commence im-
mediately in temperate zones

DLSA Budgam launches awareness
drive on welfare schemes

KT News Desk

BUDGAM, OCTOBER 08: The
District Legal Services Authority
(DLSA), Budgam launched
Campaign under which sev-
eral Programmes, drives, door
to door campaigns, one to one
interactions etc. were conduct-
ed in various areas of District
Budgam in order to sensitize
people about the various ben-
efits and welfare schemes avail-
able for the widows.

A team of Para Legal
Volunteers (PLV) was deputed
for the said Campaign which
was conducted in view of
NHRC advisory on protection
of human rights of widows.

The programme was con-
ducted under the leadership
of Chief Justice of the High
Court of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh, and Patron-in-Chief,
J&K Legal Services Authority,
Justice Arun Palli, and Executive
Chairman, J&K Legal Services
Authority, Justice Sanjeev
Kumar and was conducted un-
der the directions of Member
Secretary, J&K Legal Services
Authority, Shazia Tabassum;
Chairman,  District  Legal
Services Authority, Budgam,
O.P. Bhagat. The Campaign
was launched under the active
guidance of Secretary, DLSA
Budgam, Nusrat Ali Hakak.

The primary objective of
the campaign was to sensitize
people about the various ben-
efits and schemes available to
widows, ensuring that they
are made aware of and subse-
quently they can avail them-
selves of the welfare measures

Saloni approves 202 loan assistance cases

KT News Desk

UDHAMPUR, = OCTOBER  08:
Deputy Commissioner Udhampur,
Saloni Rai Wednesday chaired
a meeting of the District Level
Implementation Committee un-
der the mission YUVA scheme.
The meeting was convened
to evaluate, screen and approve
applications under various cat-
egories, including the Nano and
MSME sectors and to review the
overall progress of the scheme’s
implementation in the district.
The meeting was attended by
Additional District Development
Commissioner Rajinder Singh;
GM DIC Kishore Singh Katoch;
Assistant Commissioner
Revenue Dr. Umesh Shan;
Deputy Director Employment

- — - —
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Mohinder Sharma, representa-
tives from the banking sector
and other concerned officers.

After detailed scrutiny and
discussion, the Committee
approved 202 cases for finan-
cial assistance under Mission
YUVA.

While reviewing the imple-
mentation progress, the DC
emphasized the need to accel-
erate the pace of implementa-
tion through coordinated efforts
among all line departments. She
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directed the concerned officers
to expedite the processes of
approval, sanctioning and dis-
bursement of loan cases.

The DC further instructed
officers to speed up the prepa-
ration of DPRs, clear all pend-
ing cases and organize special
camps for on-spot sanctioning
and disbursement of loans.

LDM was directed to ensure
prompt processing and timely
disbursement of sanctioned
loan cases.

and legal aid provided for their
support and empowerment.
The PLVs of DLSA Budgam
conducted door-to-door
awareness campaigns, one to
one interaction Sessions with
the widows in need and sev-
eral other community aware-
ness drives were conducted by
the deputed PLV’s of district
Budgam across the length and
breadth of the district to inform
the general public about the
widow welfare schemes avail-
able in Jammu and Kashmir.
PLVs imparted awareness re-
garding prominent schemes for
widows in the Union Territory
which including Indira Gandhi
National Widow  Pension

which
Provides financial assistance
to eligible Below Poverty Line
(BPL) widows aged 40 years

Scheme  (IGNWPS)

and above, Integrated Social
Security Scheme (ISSS) which
is a state-sponsored initiative
providing financial aid to wid-
ows and women in distress,
AASRA Scheme which offers
insurance coverage to destitute
and underprivileged wom-
en and State Rehabilitation
Council's  Schemes  which
Provides pensions to widows
of militancy victims.

DLSA Budgam is committed
that human rights of all human
beings particularly widows are
protected and promoted.

DC Poonch chairs DLSCC
meeting, reviews SR0-43 cases

KT News Desk
POONCH, SEPTEMBER  08:
Deputy Commissioner

Poonch Ashok Kumar Sharma
Wednesday chaired a meeting
of the District Level Screening-
cum-Coordination Committee in
his office chamber to review POK
Shelling victim cases and militan-
cy related cases under SRO-43.
The meeting was attended
by Commander 120, 10 and 93
infantry brigade c/o 56 APO,
Commander 6 sector RR Sjo
APO, Senior Superintendent of
Police, Shafaket Hussain Bhat,
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Tahir Mustafa Malik, Assistant
Commissioner Revenue
Mohammad Sayeed, Headquarter
Assistant to DC Palvi Verma and

officers from the CID and secu-
rity agencies. During the meeting,
ADC Poonch provided a detailed
briefing to the Chair regarding
the current status of each case.
After a comprehensive discussion
and evaluation, the Committee
approved several eligible cases
under SRO-43.

Speaking at the meeting, the
Deputy Commissioner empha-
sized the need for timely dispos-
al of SRO-43 cases, noting that it
plays a crucial role in reinforcing
the trust of the affected families
in the government machinery.
The DC also directed the con-
cerned departments to maintain
a proactive approach and ensure
that all necessary formalities and
verifications are completed well in
time for SRO-43 cases.

initiative will cover degraded
forest areas, urban green spaces
and community lands.

Implementing agencies were
urged to immediately expedite
the installation of Boundary
Pillars (BPs) for forest land de-
marcation as well as in wet-
lands across UT, to ensure legal
protection and clarity of forest
boundaries.

Recognizing the potential
of Ecotourism in promoting
sustainable livelihoods, the
Commissioner Secretary in-
structed that all pending Nagar
Van (Urban Forest) projects
must be finalized and made
operational by December
2025. She added that these
projects aim to create acces-
sible green spaces in urban
areas, fostering community
engagement and biodiversity
conservation.

The Commissioner Secretary
also underscored the need
for enhanced inter-depart-
mental  coordination  and

proactive field-level execution.
Departments were also en-
couraged to maintain transpar-
ency, adopt modern monitoring
tools, and actively engage local
communities in plantation and
conservation efforts.

The Commissioner Secretary
reiterated the government's
commitment to ecological
preservation, sustainable de-
velopment, and climate re-
silience through community-
driven forestry initiatives.

The meeting was attended by
Suresh Kumar Gupta, Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
(PCCF) & Head of Forest Force

(HoFF); Sarvesh Rai, Chief
Wildlife Warden, J&K; Vasu
Yadav, Chairman Pollution

Control Committee; Sandeep
Kujur, Director Social Forestry
J&K along with all Chief
Conservators of Forests (CCFs),
Director  Finance  (Forest),
Conservators of Forests (CFs),
Regional Directors (RDs), and
Divisional ~ Forest  Officers
(DFOs) of both the regions.

Traffic Management System

Div Com Jammu reviews
implementation of
actionable points

KT News Desk

OCTOBER 08:
Divisional Commissioner
Jammu  Ramesh  Kumar
Wednesday discussed and re-
viewed the actionable points
to be implemented by the
Traffic department, Jammu
Municipal Corporation,
District Administration and
other authorities for improve-
ment of Traffic management in
Jammu City.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Commissioner JMC,
Deputy Commissioner Jammu,

JAMMU,

Transport Commissioner,
SSP  Traffic, Chief Engineer
PWD(R&B)  Jammu and
Superintendent Engineer

Jammu Development Authority.

The meeting discussed
various actionable points for
comprehensive improvement
of the traffic management
system in the city. J]MC was
directed to demarcate dedi-
cated parking zones with the
yellow line and tender their
operations with the condition
that fixed rates are promi-
nently displayed.

Traffic department was

directed to put in extra efforts
for enforcement of traffic
rules and regulations, particu-
larly restricting unauthorized
road side parking, parking
outside Banquet Halls and
along one way roads.

The Chief Engineer PWD
was asked for speedy repair
and reconstruction of dam-
aged approach road leading
to the fourth Tawi Bridge at
Bhagwati Nagar to make both
of its tubes functional at the
earliest.

The Deputy Commissioner
Jammu was directed to close-
ly monitor implementation of
all the actionable points for
further improvement of traffic
management in coordination
with stakeholder agencies.

The Divisional
Commissioner further asked
the stakeholder departments
to focus on meticulous plan-
ning and implementation of
actionable points in terms
of road widening, dedicated
parking spots, rotary devel-
opment and other significant
interventions for smooth and
hassle-free movement of traf-
fic in the city.

DM Poonch reviews security
scenario in border areas

KT News Desk

POONCH, OCTOBER 8: District
Magistrate  Poonch ~ Ashok
Kumar Sharma Wednesday
chaired a crucial meeting of
the District Level Standing
Committee (DLSC) on Effective
Border Management.

The meeting, held in the
Conference Hall of Dak Bungalow,
Poonch, was convened to review
the existing security arrange-
ments and accelerate infrastruc-
ture development in areas close
to the Line of Control (LoC) with
the aim to strengthen coordina-
tion between the security forces
and the civilian population resid-
ing in border areas.

Speaking at the meeting, the
DM conducted a comprehensive
review of the status of border
bunkers, power supply scenario,
water supply and civic amenities.

He stressed on electrification
of left out villages, if any, provi-
sion of solar lighting and the
development of PMAY houses
and other essential facilities
in border areas. The officers
from the Army, BSF and other
paramilitary and intelligence

agencies briefed the District
Magistrate on the prevailing
security scenario along the LoC.

Additionally, the Committee
discussed the rising concern
of drug abuse in the district.
Security agencies and civil
functionaries gave a brief on the
strategies being implemented
to curb the drug menace.

The meeting also took stock
of the pace of bunker construc-
tion in the vulnerable border
belts and explored ways to
resolve the bottlenecks in the
implementation of critical se-
curity-related infrastructure.

Among others present in the
meeting included SSP Poonch
Shafket Hussain Bhat; Additional
Deputy Commissioner Tahir
Mustafa Malik; Chief Planning
Officer Mohammad Igbal Zargar;
Assistant Commissioner Revenue
Mohammad  Sayeed;  Chief
Medical Officer, Dr. Mohammad
Parvaiz; Tehsildar Haveli, Azhar
Majid; Tehsildar Mandi, Ashfaq
Hussain, Executive Engineers,
AD FCS&CA, along with repre-
sentatives from the Army, BSF
and other security and intelli-
gence agencies.
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CS reviews functioning of BOPEE and

Board of Technical Education

Directs development of e-counselling module within 15 days

KT News Desk
Srinagar, Oct 08:  Chief
Secretary, Atal Dulloo on

Wednesday chaired a high-level
meeting to review the function-
ing of the Jammu and Kashmir
Board of Professional Entrance
Examinations (BOPEE) and the
Board of Technical Education
(BOTE).

During the meeting, the Chief
Secretary directed the National
Informatics Centre (NIC), J&K,
to develop a comprehensive
module for online counsel-
ling and admissions for BOPEE
within the next 15 days, aimed
at ensuring a seamless and
transparent admission process
for students across the Union
Territory.

The meeting was attended
by Additional Chief Secretary,
Higher Education Department;
Commissioner Secretary, GAD,
Commissioner Secretary, ARI &
Trainings, Secretary, Revenue,
Secretary, School Education;
Secretary, Law; Chairperson,
J&K BOPEE; Secretary, Technical
Education; and other senior of-
ficers concerned.

While taking a detailed ap-
praisal of the ongoing admis-
sion and examination pro-
cesses, the Chief Secretary
emphasized the need to make
all academic and admission ac-
tivities strictly time-bound and
schedule-driven. He called for
advance notification of exami-
nation and counselling calen-
dars and their strict adherence
under all circumstances.

The Chief Secretary also

made to ensure that no seat
remains vacant in professional
and technical courses offered
across government and pri-
vate institutions. He asked the
concerned officers to conduct
a course-wise assessment of
available and filled seats and

take immediate corrective
measures where vacancies
persist.

He further instructed the
concerned departments to re-
design and restructure courses
with consistently low student
uptake, observing that infra-
structure and manpower cre-
ated in both government and
private institutions should not
remain underutilized due to
lack of enrolment.

The Chief Secretary also di-
rected BOPEE to upgrade seats
of candidates in line with merit,
particularly in those courses
where intake capacity has been
recently enhanced.

Chairperson, J&K BOPEE,
Prof. Minu Mahajan, informed
the meeting that the Board
had this year introduced on-

processes for the convenience
of students. She further stated
that examination centres have
been established even at the
sub-divisional level instead of
being confined to capital cities,
thereby improving accessibility
for rural candidates.

Prof. Mahajan also presented
detailed course-wise data of
filled and vacant seats in un-
dergraduate and postgradu-
ate  programmes, including
MBBS, MDS, MD Ayurveda,
M.Sc Nursing, M.Sc Technology,
BDS, B.Sc Nursing, Post Basic
Nursing, B.Tech, B.E, BAMS,
BUMS, B.Pharmacy, B.Sc
Paramedical, B.Ed, and various
diploma courses.

Regarding the function-
ing of the Board of Technical
Education (BoTE), Secretary,
BoTE, Suket Gupta, apprised
the meeting that the Board
manages admissions, examina-
tions, certifications, and migra-
tions for technical institutions
including Government and
Private Polytechnics and ITIs
across J&K.

seats are available across 21
courses offered by Government
Polytechnics, while 3,989 can-
didates appeared from ITIs
this year with a pass percent-
age of 86% in SCVT courses.
The overall pass percentage
for Polytechnic courses stood
at 90% in 2025, with around
20,000 students appearing in
examinations conducted annu-
ally by the Board.

It was further informed that
all services of the J&K Board
of Technical Education have
now been fully digitized and
integrated with national plat-
forms such as UMANG and e-
UNNAT, ensuring ease of access
and transparency in service
delivery.

The Chief Secretary appreci-
ated the efforts made by both
BOPEE and BoTE in improv-
ing transparency, efficiency,
and outreach of their pro-
cesses, while reiterating the
Government's commitment to
leveraging technology to en-
hance student experience and
optimize institutional resources

Delegations call on LG Manoj Sinha

KT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, Oct 08: A delegation
of J&K Apni Party from Poonch
led by Shah Mohammad
Tantray, former MLA and senior
Vice President Jammu Province
called on Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Wednesday.
Subsequently, J&K Apni Party
leaders from Rajouri includ-
ing Arun Sharma, Coordinator;
Syed Manzoor Bukhari, District
President Rajouri and Rageeq
Ahmad Khan, Spokesperson
also called on the Lieutenant
Governor. The members of
the delegations apprised the
Lieutenant Governor of various
development issues of Poonch

and Rajouri Districts.
Mohammad Igbal Ahanger,
former President, Municipal
Committee Dooru-Verinag
called on Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha. He

was accompanied by Omar

Kakroo, former President,
Municipal Council, Baramulla,
and Advocate Altaf Ganderbali,
former President, Municipal
Council Ganderbal.

Sharma unveils vision for connected, Cyber-
Secure J&K at India Mobile Congress 2025

KT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, Oct 08: Minister
for Food, Civil Supplies &
Consumer Affairs, Information
Technology, Transport, Youth
Services and Sports, Satish
Sharma on Wednesday said
that Jammu & Kashmir is wit-
nessing a “new digital dawn”
where technology is empower-
ing every citizen, transforming
governance, and securing the
digital future.

The Minister was speaking
at India Mobile Congress and
Round table conference of the
State IT Ministers, which was
inaugurated by Union Minister
for Information Technology,
Jyotiradtiya Scindia

Minister Sharma said that
ongoing initiatives are not just
about expanding telecom in-
frastructure but about build-

and secure Jammu & Kashmir.
“Digital connectivity today is
not a privilege but a necessity,
it carries education to a student
in Kupwara, healthcare to a pa-
tient in Poonch and opportuni-
ties to an artisan in Anantnag,”
the minister maintained.

Highlighting the digital trans-
formation under the Amended
BharatNet Project, the Minister
informed that high-speed
Optical Fibre Cable is being
laid to connect 4,299 Gram
Panchayats and 2,574 villages.

He said BSNL will extend
Fiber-to-the-Home (FTTH) con-
nections to 2,234 Government
Schools and 1,138 Public Health
Centres across rural areas, en-
abling e-learning and telemed-
icine facilities.

Satish Sharma said that new
mobile towers are also being
established in remote and bor-

isolation. The Minister added
that preparations for the 5G
rollout in key urban centres are
underway, which will acceler-
ate entrepreneurship, innova-
tion, and smart governance.
Reaffirming the
Government’s commitment to
digital safety, Satish Sharma
said, “As we connect every
home, we must also secure
every byte of data and every
citizen's trust.” He informed
that Jammu & Kashmir’s Cyber
Security Policy 2022, developed
in coordination with MeitY and
MHA, provides a strong frame-
work for cyber resilience.
Referring to initiatives dur-
ing 2024, the minister said that
the Cyber Police recovered over
4.7 crore for victims of on-
line fraud through the National
Cyber Crime Reporting Port
while hundreds of cases were

directed that every effort be

line counselling and admission He

informed that 3,535

across Jammu and Kashmir.

ing an inclusive, connected,

der areas to eliminate digital

successfully resolved.
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Home Minister Amit Shah

Governor Manoj Sinha chaired the Unified
Headquarters (UHQ) meeting in Srinagar and
discussed the situation across J&K with the se-
curity top brass.

“Threadbare discussions were held on coun-
ter infiltration and counter terrorism opera-
tions during the meeting.”

“War against terrorism is not over yet.
Kinetic and non-kinetic operations must con-
tinue. We must maintain the momentum and
take stringent action against terrorism and its
entire ecosystem,” LG Sinha had told the offi-
cers, during the meeting. (KNO)

‘Op Sindoor’ exhlblted

precise and devastating blows deep inside
enemy territory vindicates our faith in home-
grown capabilities,” he said.

According to him, India’s long-range missile
systems and integrated air defence architec-
ture also restricted enemy movement during
the operation. “Our robust air defence architec-
ture and offensive employment of long-range
surface to air missile systems limited the ad-
versary’s ability to operate and ensured safety
of our vital assets,” he said.

Singh said there is a growing culture of ac-
countability and readiness across the force. “I
can see that there is an increased culture of
accountability, safety and security among air
warriors. This is directly reflected in our re-
duced incidents and accidents.”

He noted that leadership within the force is
driving this momentum. “At all levels, leaders
are leading from the front, demonstrating vi-
sion and empathy. They are ensuring that every
individual is empowered with the necessary
training and is motivated.”

HINDON AIR BASE HOSTS
FOUNDATION DAY

Meanwhile, Hindon air base at Ghaziabad
hosted IAF’'s 93rd Foundation Day showcasing
India’s aerial strength and operational readi-
ness with display of fighter jets such as the
Rafale, Sukhoi Su-30MKI, and MiG-29. The IAF
parade also highlighted the achievements of
Operation Sindoor.

Indian Air Force Chief Air Chief Marshal AP
Singh inspected the parade and took the salute
at the parade held at Hindon Air Base as part of
the Air Force Day celebrations.

Earlier, Chief of Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan, Air Force Chief Air Chief Marshal AP
Singh, Army chief General Upendra Dwivedi
and Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi
paid tribute to the soldiers at the National War
Memorial on the occasion of 93rd Air Force
Day.

CDS, along with the chiefs of the Indian
Air Force, Army and Navy, laid wreaths at the
National War Memorial.

PARADE HIGHLIGHTS ACHIEVEMENTS OF
‘OPERATION SINDOOR’

This year’s parade was held at Hindon Air
Base, one of India’s largest and most strategic
airbases. The Air Force Day parades were previ-
ously held in Chennai in 2024 and Prayagraj in
2023.

The Indian Air Force (IAF) highlighted the
achievements of Operation Sindoor during the
Air Force Day celebrations. It demonstrated the
force’s operational strength, growing techno-
logical capabilities, and humanitarian role that
it has played over the years.

This year, the static display line-up also in-
cluded platforms that played a part in forcing
Islamabad to retreat and seek a ceasefire af-
ter its Director General of Military Operations

IAF'S 93RD

(DGMO) dialed his Indian counterpart.

The display featured fighter jets such as the
Rafale, Sukhoi Su-30MKI, and MiG-29, along
with India’s indigenous Netra AEW&C, the C-17
Globemaster III, the indigenous Akash Surface-
to-Air Missile System, the C-130] Hercules,
Apache attack helicopters fitted with Longbow
radar, and the Advanced Light Helicopter. An
S-band Rohini radar will also be part of the
display.

The recently retired MiG-21 Bison was also
a part of the display as a tribute to its over six
decades of service to the IAF.

PRESIDENT MURMU, PM MODI EXTEND
GREETINGS

President Droupadi Murmu extended greet-
ings to Air Force personnel, veterans, and their
families on the occasion of the 93rd Air Force
Day. In a post on X, Droupadi Murmu said,
“Warm greetings to all air warriors, veterans
and their families on Air Force Day! The Indian
Air Force has always demonstrated courage,
commitment, and excellence. Our Air warriors
protect our skies and serve the nation with
tireless dedication during disasters and hu-
manitarian missions.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi also greeted
Air Force personnel on Air Force Day and said
they have played a vital role in safeguarding
Indian skies during the most challenging situ-
ations. Modi said, “Greetings to all the coura-
geous Air Warriors and their families on Air
Force Day. The Indian Air Force epitomises
bravery, discipline and precision. They have
played a vital role in safeguarding our skies,
including during the most challenging situa-
tions.” (KNO)

Two soldiers go

confronted a severe snowstorm and white-
out conditions in the mountains of South
Kashmir. Since then, two soldiers have gone
out of communication. Intense search and res-
cue operations have been launched but are be-
ing hampered due to prevailing adverse weath-
er conditions.”

The Ahlan Gadole area has witnessed ma-
jor encounters in the past. In September 2023,
Army Colonel Manpreet Singh, Major Aashish
Donchak, and Deputy Superintendent of Police
(DSP) Humayun Muzamil were killed in a gun-
fight in the same forests. In another encounter
last year, two soldiers and a civilian were also
killed. (KNO)

100-120 terrorists

and surveillance along the LoC, he said.

“BSF personnel are always on alert with
the Army on the LoC. We have many intelli-
gence inputs that terrorists are ready across
the LoC at launching pads for infiltration,” he
said.

The IG said the BSF and other security forces
are using the latest technology to monitor bor-
der areas and prevent infiltration. “Through
our modern surveillance and latest technology,
we are dominating the borders to neutralise
any threat. So far this year, every infiltration at-
tempt was neutralised,” he said.

The security agencies, he said, remain fo-
cused on the areas considered vulnerable
before snowfall, as visibility and movement
across the LoC become difficult during winter.

“Our operations will continue in coordina-
tion with other forces to ensure the safety and
security of the region,” Yadav added. (KNO)

SIA searches

“Searches highlight the continued and

unrelenting efforts of the State Investigating
Agency to ensure that the whole of the module
is dismantled & with aim to strike at roots of
the terror ecosystem,” it reads. (KNO)

LoP Sharma challenges

won elections. But I have never trampled
anyone in my life to advance my career. | have
been entrusted with this responsibility be-
cause of my commitment. I have never shoved
anyone aside, nor am I in a race to compete
with others,” he said.

He accused Omar Abdullah’s family of hav-
ing a tradition of sidelining others for personal
advancement.

“You were born into Farooq Abdullah’s
family and went to Mumbai to study at the
Chief Minister’s residence there. You returned
and shoved aside a long list of leaders who
had dedicated their lives to the National
Conference. They were pushed aside, and you
were crowned. This is how you trample oth-
ers to build your career. You didn’'t work hard,
nor did you struggle. The only criterion was
that you were the prince of the Abdullah fam-
ily and the son of Farooq Abdullah,” Sharma
said.

He questioned whether Omar Abdullah’s de-
mand for statehood was intended to harm in-
nocent Kashmiri civilians.

He accused Abdullah of harming civilians
during his tenure as Chief Minister.

“I want to remind Kashmiris that if we turn
back the pages of history, we will find many
fabricated stories told in the name of terrorism.
Many people would narrate how they were in-
nocent and killed during Omar Abdullah’s ten-
ure under the guise of counter-terrorism. Do
you want statehood to kill innocent Kashmiris?
You didn’t eliminate terrorists-you targeted
civilians, enforced shutdowns, and closed
schools,” Sharma said.

He said that Omar Abdullah harmed civilians
and failed to protect people during his rule as
Chief Minister of the erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir.

“Wasn'’t statehood with National Conference
governments between 2008 to 2014 and 1996
to 2008? Wasn't it with your governments that
were in power till 1989 and 1982?” Sharma
asked.

He further said that Kashmiris do not want a
statehood where political rivals of the National
Conference are booked under the Public Safety
Act (PSA), and parents live in fear for the safety
of their school-going children.

Coming down heavily on the National
Conference, Sharma accused the party of intro-
ducing the PSA and pellet guns.

“You were the ones who introduced pellet
guns; you were the ones who imposed the PSA.
If we compare the figures, the highest number
of innocent civilians were killed during your
tenure,” he said.

Sharma praised the Government of India
for eliminating terrorism from Jammu and
Kashmir without harming civilians.

“Nobody can raise a finger at the Ministry of
Home Affairs for harming civilians. The biggest
achievement of the MHA is that not a single
local youth joined terrorism. It shows that the
youth of Kashmir have accepted the policies
of the Government of India and want to voice
their concerns within a democratic setup,” he
said.

He accused Omar Abdullah of misleading
and hoodwinking the public in the name of
statehood to cover up governance failures.

“If you listen to Omar Abdullah’s

speeches-whether on August 15, at public func-
tions, or in institutions-he consistently tries to
hoodwink the people of Jammu and Kashmir
by claiming they lack power,” Sharma added.

Countering Omar Abdullah’s claims, Sharma
said the Lieutenant Governor had approved 97
decisions of the Council of Ministers over the
past year.

“Tell me, which file has not been approved
by the LG? Which pro-people decisions have
been held back? Is it about 200 units of free
electricity, 12 LPG cylinders, 10 kilograms of
ration, or one lakh jobs?” he asked.

Sharma further accused Abdullah of mis-
leading the public regarding the appointment
of the Advocate General and the Transaction of
Business Rules (ToBR).

“I have come to know that the file is pending
with the CM’s office,” he said, adding that the
Chief Minister is sitting on files related to the
appointment of the Chairman of the Jammu
and Kashmir Board of School Education and
the promotion of engineers. (KNO)

‘Don’t raise finger

the Machail Mata Yatra when there was
a weather high alert and people were killed
there. It was his Padder constituency. Why
didn’t he stop the Yatra? Don't raise a finger on
my leader. Come and debate with me.”

The Deputy CM questioned Sharma’s silence
over key issues affecting Jammu: “What do you
want to show? You are not standing with the
people of the Jammu division, who gave you 28
seats. Today, Jammu is suffering due to floods.
Bridges and houses have collapsed, roads are
damaged, and crops and apples are destroyed.
Why don’t you speak about that? Did you give
any compensation to the affected people?”

Chaudhary further added, “Why don’t you
speak about unemployed farmers? Why didn’t
you resolve the issue of daily wagers in the last
11 years? Why don’t you speak for Jammu? It's
all drama. The LoP is a leader of reels, not of
the ground. NC leaders are among the people,
in panchayats, and constantly engaging with
them.”

On the upcoming by-elections, the Deputy
CM said the National Conference is fully pre-
pared and confident of victory. “We are ready
for Budgam and Nagrota by-elections and will
win both seats,” he said.

Accusing the BJP of “political drama,”
Chaudhary said, “If they truly sympathised
with Jammu and Kashmir, they wouldn’t have
scrapped statehood or reduced us to a Union
Territory. Give us statehood back.”

Responding to the BJP’s criticism of the NC’s
manifesto, which includes promises of free
electricity, 12 gas cylinders, and employment
opportunities, he said, “Did the unemployed
youth take birth in the last one year? This un-
employment crisis has been created over the
past 11 years by the BJP, PDP, and six years of
LG administration.”

Chaudhary added, “We are not selected or
appointed, but elected by the hearts of the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir. We have promised
statehood, and we will fulfil that promise. The
LG should show sympathy towards the people.
Unemployed youth deserve opportunities. And
if Omar Abdullah wants to deliver, give us the
statehood back so that we can work for our
people.” (KNO)

BJP election panel
The BJP is likely to field Devyani Rana,

daughter of Devinder Singh Rana, who won
the Nagrota seat by a record margin of 30,472

votes. The seat became vacant following Rana’s
demise.

As already reported, party leaders met the
national general secretary (Organisation) in
New Delhi and submitted a panel of seven can-
didates for the Rajya Sabha polls scheduled for
November 24. (KNO)

Chenab Valley’s

several road reconstruction projects under
schemes like PMGSY (Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana) and R&B (Roads and Buildings
Department), many stretches have been left
incomplete after excavation. As a result, large
rocks and debris continue to accumulate on
these unfinished roads, making even light rain-
fall enough to block vehicular movement.

Residents told KNO that the roads were al-
ready in poor shape before the rains. Now, with
contractors and departments abandoning work
midway, the situation has turned alarming,
they said.

The recent downpour has washed away
entire patches of link roads, pushing them to
the verge of collapse. Frequent landslides and
rockfalls have become a daily occurrence along
roads. In several areas, the ground beneath
the roads has begun to slip, leaving cracks and
deep fissures.

“The condition of the roads is miserable.
Every time it rains, we get trapped. Vehicles
can't move, and landslides continue to block
the road. It feels like we are cut off from the
rest of the world,” said a resident from Thaki.

Even on dry days, danger looms large.

On Wednesday morning, a tragic accident
occurred when a Bolero vehicle travelling from
Bangla Bharat to Doda was hit by a falling rock
near Baswal.

Witnesses said the boulder came crashing
down from the hillside, crushing the vehicle.
As locals rushed to rescue the injured, smaller
rocks and soil began tumbling down, injuring
several others. The continuous sliding of debris
made the rescue operation perilous.

Officials confirm the crisis.

A senior PWD Officer told KNO that the re-
cent rains have caused extensive damage to
link roads, leaving them on the edge of de-
struction. “Our priority is to restore connectiv-
ity,” he said. “But we need funds for permanent
repairs. A proposal has already been sent to
higher authorities for approval, and we are
awaiting their response. Once funds are sanc-
tioned, restoration work will begin immedi-
ately.” (KNO)

20 years on, earthquake

tightly as we escaped, but our home was
gone,” she said.

Since then, Zubeeda has become a commu-
nity volunteer, helping women rebuild liveli-
hoods after disasters. “I want young women to
be empowered to face such hardships, to not
lose hope like we almost did,” she said.

Mushtag Ahmad, now 28, was only eight
when the earthquake destroyed his school. “I
remember the classroom shaking, the dust,
and the cries of friends trapped beneath fallen
beams. Some didn’t make it,” he said.

Ahmad recalled that as a child, he thought it
was the end of the world, as everything around
him shook violently and buildings collapsed to
the ground.

Almost 1,700 families in Karnah were forced
into temporary shelters after the quake, surviv-
ing without electricity, water, or communica-
tion for days. Roads were blocked by landslides,
isolating the valley. (KNO)
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No power on earth can
stop India from becoming
developed nation by 2047: Goyal

Ina

Mumbai, Oct 08: Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
on Wednesday said no power on
earth can stop India from becom-
ing a developed nation by 2047,
with the government taking a
series of initiatives to promote
the domestic economy, build
infrastructure and expand inter-
national trade.

Speaking at the 6th edition of
the Global Fintech Fest (GFF) here,
the minister also said today, the
world looks upon India with trust
and confidence as the country
guarantees high-quality talent,
skill, goods and services, and a
commitment to timely delivery.

From being a participant to
now being a principal architect
of the fintech world, India leads
global initiatives, he added.

"I think no power on earth
can stop India from becoming a
developed and prosperous nation
when we celebrate 100 years of
independence. And this cannot
happen without the adoption
of technology, without the dig-
ital world keeping abreast with
what is happening in the world,
without our trade partnerships
increasing across the world. And
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all of this rests on India being
looked upon as a trusted partner
of the world," the minister said.
Goyal further said when India
aspires to be a USD 30, 32 or 35
trillion economy by 2047, "our
friends from the finance world
can quickly do the math and you
will see that achieving this is very
much in the realm of possibility...
something that we are all collec-
tively committed to achieve".
The government, on its part,
he said, is taking massive steps
to promote the domestic econo-
my built upon both the pillars of
infrastructure development and
consumption-led growth.
Government is committed to
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expanding international trade, so
much so that despite all the glob-
al turbulence that we read about,
we see, every single day, we hear
about it across the world, he said.

He added the country today is
at an inflexion point, with strong
macroeconomic fundamentals,
expanding trade relations with
developed countries around the
world, focusing on empowering
customers with high-quality, and
low taxes. On India's export per-
formance, he said the growth in
outward shipments (goods and
services combined) is estimated
at 4-5 per cent.

The data will be released next
week.

Poll code applicable
to Central govt too
for policy decisions
on Bihar: EC

PTI

SC to hear issues related to
manufacturing, sale of 'green’
crackers on Oct 10

PTI

New Delhi, Oct 08: The Election
Commission on Wednesday said the
provisions of model code of conduct
are also applicable to the Central gov-
ernment as far as announcements
and policy decisions on Bihar are
concerned.

The poll code came into force
immediately after the Election Com-
mission (EC) announced the schedule
for the Assembly elections in Bihar on
Monday.

The polls will be held on November
6 and 11, and the counting of votes will
be taken up on November 14.

In a statement issued here, the EC
said, “The MCC shall also be applica-
ble to the Central government so far
as announcements/policy decisions for
Bihar are concerned.” The poll author-
ity also said that privacy of citizens
must be respected, with no demon-
strations or picketing outside private
residences.

“Land, buildings, or walls shall not
be used for flags, banners or posters
without the owner’s consent,” it said.

The EC has also issued directives
to the Bihar chief secretary related to
the removal of defacement from gov-
ernment, public and private property;
misuse of official vehicles or govern-
ment accommodation by any political
party, candidate or any other person
connected with the elections; and ban
on the issuance of advertisements at
the cost of the public exchequer.

New Delhi, Oct 08:
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday deferred to
October 10 the hearing on
issues related to manufac-
turing and sale of 'green’
crackers' in Delhi and the
national capital region.

The top court on Sep-
tember 26 permitted
certified manufacturers
to produce 'green’ crackers
with a condition that they
will not sell them in pro-
hibited Delhi-NCR without
its approval.

It asked the Centre to
take a fresh look at the
absolute ban on the man-
ufacture of firecrackers in
Delhi-NCR.

It also directed the
Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forests and Climate
Change to consult all
stakeholders, including
the Delhi government,
manufacturers, and sell-
ers, before arriving at a
final decision.

On Wednesday, a bench
comprising Chief Justice B
R Gavai and Justice K Vinod
Chandran was to consider
the issues including the
report of the Centre. The
law officer, representing

the Centre, sought an
adjournment which was
allowed. The court fixed
the issue for considera-
tion on Friday after senior
advocate Balbir Singh,
appearing for few manu-
facturers of green crackers,
said that it be heard before

Diwali.
Earlier, the bench had
ordered: "In the mean-

time, we permit the
manufacturers who are
having the certification
of green crackers as cer-
tified by NEERI as well
as PESO to manufacture.
However, this will be

subject to an undertak-
ing by the manufacturers
to this court that until
further orders passed by
this court, they would not
sell any of their crackers
in the prohibited areas.”

The bench issued
the conditional order
permitting certified manu-
facturers to produce 'green’
crackers till the plea is
heard again on October 8.
The top court was hearing
a batch of petitions filed
by firecracker manufac-
turers seeking relaxation
of ban and permission to
sell 'green’ crackers.

From addiction to Kidney

failure: what parents should

Skoda evaluates
EV launch in India with local
supplier base by 2027-28

Kknow about cough syrup risks

TOI HEALTH

New Delhi, Oct 08: At least
20 children have died and
five others are battling
kidney failure in Madhya
Pradesh, after consuming
contaminated Coldrif cough
syrup manufactured by Sre-
san Pharmaceuticals, Tamil
Nadu. The syrup in ques-
tion was found to contain
dangerously high levels of
diethylene glycol (DEG), a
toxic chemical that is com-
monly used in antifreeze and
industrial solvents, which is
lethal when ingested.

Of the children affected,
most were from Chhind-
wara district and developed
symptoms such as vomit-
ing and difficulty urinating
shortly after. According to
the PTI report, the cen-
tral government, through
the Directorate General
of Health services, issued
an advisory asking all the
states and Union Territories
NOT to prescribe cough and
cold medications to chil-
dren below the age of two
years.The advisory emerged
amid reports of child deaths
in Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan allegedly linked to
contaminated cough syrups.

The deadly toxin: Dieth-
ylene Glycol

According to the

=

National Institutes of
Health, Diethylene Glycol
is a colourless, odourless
fluid that primarily was
used in industrial pur-
poses. It is not meant for
human consumption. As to
what the NIH says, Dieth-
ylene Glycol is a colourless
liquid, denser than water.
Contact may slightly irri-
tate skin, eyes and mucous
membranes. May be slight-
ly toxic by ingestion. Used
to make other chemicals.
It's poisoning can lead to
severe neurological symp-
toms such as confusion
and seizures and metabolic
acidosis (where the body’s
acid-base balance is dis-
rupted), and can ultimately
be fatal if left untreated.
Usually, its symptoms
appear within 24-72 hours
of ingestion, emphasising
on the narrow window of
medical intervention.
Symptoms of diethylene
glycol poisoning
The first phase is acute
gastrointestinal toxicity
and consists of nausea,
vomiting, abdominal pain,

and diarrhea.

Second phase: Renal or
kidney failure, fluid reten-
tion, swelling, back pain,
Oliguria (reduced urine
output) or anuria (no urine
output), Fluid retention or
swelling (edema)

Historical precedents

Unfortunately, this is not
the first time diethylene
glycol contamination has
caused mass poisoning:

Mumbai, India, 1986:
Fourteen patients at J.J. Hos-
pital died due to acute renal
failure caused by contami-
nated glycerol with 90% DEG.
The tragedy exposed failures
in drug procurement and
safety monitoring.

Uzbekistan, 2022: Eight-
een children died after
consuming cough syrup
contaminated with DEG and
ethylene glycol, produced
by an Indian pharmaceuti-
cal company.

The current crisis in
Madhya Pradesh

The contaminated Col-
drif syrup, batch SR-13 with
expiry in April 2027, was
found to contain approx-
imately 48.6% diethylene
glycol. After the first death
was reported on Septem-
ber 2, the toll has tragically
climbed to 20 children, with
multiple others suffering
from kidney failure.
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New Delhi, Oct 08: Skoda Auto
India, part of the Volkswagen
group, is evaluating the launch of
electric car in the country with
localised supplier base, an official
said on Wednesday.

The company plans to enter
the fast-growing Indian electric
car market by 2027-28, according
to the official. Skoda has a global
portfolio of electric cars positioned
in the premium segment.

"We are evaluating to launch the
electric car in India during 2027-28
after setting up a localised supplier
base. By this time, we will get the time
to set up the supplier base, and the
charging infrastructure would also
develop", brand director of Skoda Auto
India Ashis Gupta told reporters here.

He said that the electric car
industry comprises 10 per cent to
12 per cent of the total segment
and is growing very fast. By 2027-
28, the right policy framework
for electric cars would also be in
place, Gupta said. With four mod-
els in India, three sedans and one

Shiv Sena symbol row: SC fixes Nov
12 for hearing Uddhav faction's plea

PTI

New Delhi, Oct 08: The Su-
preme Court on Wednes-
day fixed November 12 for
hearing a plea of the Ud-
dhav Thackeray-led faction
of the Shiv Sena against
the Maharashtra Assembly
speaker's decision to allot
the 'bow and arrow' party
symbol to the Eknath Shin-
de-led faction.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi
said the hearing on the plea
will start on November 12
and if need arises, it would
continue on November 13.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Shiv
Sena-UBT, said that local
body elections are likely to
be held in January next year
and therefore there is a sense
of urgency in the matter.

He said the court may
hear the matter finally
before the local body polls.

"We will hear all the
parties on November 12
and if need arises, we can

continue the hearing on
November 13," the bench
said. Senior advocates
Mukul Rohatgi and Neeraj
Kishan Kaul appeared for
the Shinde faction.

On July 14, the top court
fixed the matter for final
hearing, saying the issue
had been pending for long
and the uncertainty cannot
be allowed to continue.

The Uddhav faction
earlier said the speaker's
decision to hand over the
party symbol to the oppo-
site faction in 2023 based
on legislative majority was

- WJ:

contrary to a Constitution
bench verdict of the top
court. On May 7, the top
court asked the Uddhav
Thackeray-led faction to
concentrate on the local
body polls after the party
sought an urgent hearing on
its plea against the speak-
er's decision.

In January 2024, Speak-
er Rahul Narwekar
rejected Shiv Sena-UBT's
plea to disqualify 16 MLAs
of the ruling camp, includ-
ing Shinde.

Challenging the orders
passed by the speaker in

the apex court, the Uddhav
Thackeray-led faction
claimed they were "patently
unlawful and perverse" and
instead of punishing the act
of defection, they reward-
ed the defectors by holding
that they comprised the real
political party.

The speaker, the plea
claimed, erred in holding
that the majority legislators
of the Shiv Sena represented
the will of the Shiv Sena.

In his ruling on the dis-
qualification petitions, the
speaker did not disqualify
any MLA belonging to the
rival camps.

The speaker's ruling fur-
ther cemented Shinde's
position as the then-chief
minister, 18 months after
he led a rebellion against
Thackeray, and added to
his political heft in the rul-
ing coalition, which also
comprised the BJP and the
NCP (Ajit Pawar group)
ahead of the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls and the Maharashtra
Assembly elections.
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in the small SUV segment, Skoda
Auto India has a market share of
1.7 per cent in terms of volume,
Gupta said.

During the period January to
September 2025, the company sold
53,000 units of the four models, he
said. "The small SUV model helped
Skoda Auto India to raise the mar-
ket share substantially”, he said.

The four models offered in India
are Kylaq, Slavia, Kushaq and Kodi-
ac. Gupta said the lowering of the
GST has brought in new customers.
While the small SUV attracts a GST
of 18 per cent and 40 per cent for
the sedans. He said that the com-
pany presently has 315 customer
touchpoints across the country.
Plans are there to raise them to 350
by 2025, with focus on the Tier 2
and Tier 3 cities, Gupta said.

With its production base at
Pune, the company exports its
products to Middle East and Africa.

Gupta said the aim of the com-
pany is to maintain the market
share and retain the number sev-
en position as a car manufacturing
company in the country.

‘Ayurvedic cough syrups,
home remedies are safe,

effective for children’

PTI
New Delhi, Oct 08:
Amid concerns re-

garding the quality of
cough syrups being ad-
ministered to children,
experts say Ayurvedic
remedies are a com-
pletely safe and effec-
tive alternative.

Dr R P Parasher, the
national president of All
India Doctors Associa-
tion of Indian System,
on Tuesday said that
Ayurvedic cough syr-
ups, herbs and home
remedies can be given to
children over two years
of age without fear.

The remarks amid the
recent deaths of sever-
al children in Madhya
Pradesh, allegedly due
to consumption of con-
taminated cough syrup.

On October 3, the
Director General of Health
Services (DGHS) issued
an advisory to all states
restricting prescription
of cough and cold medi-
cations to children aged
below two years.

The advisory men-
tioned that cough syrups
are generally not rec-
ommended for children
aged below five years.
For those aged above five
years, any administration

—

of the drug should follow
careful clinical evaluation
with close supervision
and strict adherence
to appropriate dosing,
the shortest effective
duration and avoiding
multiple drugs combina-
tions, it said.

The advisory also
reiterated judicious and
rational prescription and
dispensation of cough
syrups for children.

Dr Parasher said that
in case of cough, cold
or chills in children
aged under six months,
their chest should be
massaged with slightly
warmed ghee or oil.

"Mothers of such
children should refrain
from consuming foods
that are cool in nature
and increase 'kapha'
and 'dosha’ in the body.
Children aged above six
months could be fed
milk boiled with basil,

ginger, cloves, black pep-
per and dates, and then
filtered," he said.

This milk will boost
their immunity and
provide immediate relief
from coughs and colds,
he said.

Ayurvedic cough syr-
ups are made from herbs
such as basil, amaranth,
licorice, kakadsingi,
bharangi, pushkarmool,
baheda, mint, long
pepper, black pepper,
cinnamon, bay leaf and
talispatra. These have no
side effects on children,
Dr Parasher explained.

Additionally, chil-
dren can be given
Sitopaladi powder and
Talishadi powder mixed
with honey, or pre-
scribed medicines like
Vasavaleha and Agastya
Haritaki. All these med-
icines are completely
safe and effective for
children, he added.

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE

ENGINEER R&B DIVISION KRALPORA

3"Fresh E tenderingNIT No.38/RnB/Kralpora of 2025-26

For & on behalf of the Lt. Governor Jammu &Kashmir(UT), e-tenders are being invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors regis-

tered with the J&K UT Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/Central Governments for the following works:

Dated: 07-10-2025

S.No | Name of Work Adv. Cost Cost of T/ EMD (in Time of Class of Major Head
(In Lacs) Doc. Rupees) comple- Contractor
(In Rupees) tion

Macadamization of 66.69 (inclC/o 1600/- 133380 10 Days Aay Civil having MOU with Capex Budget UT
1. Keran Bazar to Keran Bitumen and GST) registered HMPO Road Sector

Bala road
2 Black topping of Reshi- | 42.96 (incl C/o 1100/- 85920 7 days Aay/Bee Civil having MOU

) gund Check Roads Bitumen and GST) with registered HMPO

Position of AAA/ TS: Accorded
Position of funds: Available

No:Div-KRLP/2664-78

Date: 07-10-2025

1. The bidding documents, which would include qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications/drawings, a bill of quantities (B.0.Q), a set of
contract terms and conditions, and other details, can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in on the dates listed

below:
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 07.10.2025
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 07.10.2025(3:00PM) to 13.10.2025 (4:00PM)
3 Bid submission Start Date 07.10.2025 (3:00PM)
4 Bid Submission End Date 13.1 5 (4:00PM)
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 13.1 5 (6:00PM) In the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Kralpora.

Upload/Disclose the bank account number which is linked with the GSTIN along with proof. No payments shall be released by the department to any other

bank account except the one linked with the GST registered number of the successful bidder.

2. Bids must be accompanied with Cost of Tender Document in the shape of Treasury Challan (dated between the bid start date and the Bid Submission

End date) deposited in M.H. 0059 in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Kralpora (tender inviting authority). Treasury Challan must be writtenbold-
ly and clearly with Name of Work, Name of the Contractor along with Contact No, NIT No and Serial No of Work on NIT(if any).

DIPK-6945/25
DATED: 08-10-2025

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
R&B Division Kralpora
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Over 850 hikers, suides stranded
in Mt Everest blizzard rescued

Beijing, Oct 08: Over 850
hikers, guides and porters
who were stranded for three
days in a severe blizzard on
the Tibetan slopes of Mount
Everest have been evacuated
by hundreds of villagers and
rescue teams, according to
Chinese official media.

All the hikers and local
service personnel trapped
by heavy snowfall in Din-
gri County at Xigaze City
in southwest Tibet Autono-
mous Region have reached
safety, the local government
said late Tuesday night.

A total of 580 hikers and
over 300 personnel, includ-
ing local guides and yak
herders, have safely reached
Qudeng Township and near-
by areas, where officials are
arranging their return jour-
neys, the state-run Xinhua
news agency reported.

Xinhua had earlier report-
ed on Monday that one hiker
was killed in the snowstorm,
which caught more than
1,000 holiday trekkers off
guard on the Tibetan side of
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Mount Everest. Thousands of
holidaymakers had flocked
to Tibet during the eight-day
holiday in China from October
1 to celebrate the National
Day and Mid-Autumn Festi-
val. The blizzard, which began

"

on Saturday, brought heavy
snow that crushed tents and
buried trails, making descent
extremely difficult for the
hikers, most of whom were
Chinese nationals. News of
the rescue efforts reached

the mainland slowly due to
the remoteness of the area,
causing anxiety among the
relatives of the stranded trek-
kers. State-run broadcaster
CCTV reported on Wednes-
day that a dozen more hikers,
assisted by rescue person-
nel from Tingri county, had
reached a rendezvous point
on their descent.

On Sunday, Shigatse
city officials announced
on the social media plat-
form, Weibo, that Tingri
county authorities had
mobilised teams to contact
and help stranded trek-
kers at the base camp to
ensure their safety. Octo-
ber, typically known for
mild temperatures and
clear skies, is considered
the peak climbing season
for Mount Everest and the
surrounding regions. How-
ever, the sudden blizzard
caught even experienced
mountaineers off guard,
local media said.

The National Business
Daily quoted climbers as
saying the blizzard began

on Friday evening and con-
tinued through Saturday.
According to the media
outlet based in the south-
western city of Chengdu,
climbers' tents were crushed
and snow accumulated to a
depth of over a metre at the
base camp, cutting off all
descent routes. The trekkers’
camps were in the remote
Gama Valley, which is home
to the largest and one of the
best-preserved primeval for-
estsin the Everest area, located
between Tingri and Dinggye
counties. The route to the east-
ern side of Mount Everest from
Gama Valley involves a 40-km
trek and relies solely on yaks
and mules for supplies, taking
about 10 days for a round trip.
While the northern slope
of Everest, accessible by
road, is the more popular
hiking route, another com-
mercial route lies on the
southern slope in Nepal.
Extreme weather has also
battered Nepal since last
week, with 60 people killed
in landslides and flash floods
triggered by torrential rain,

Pope Leo tells US bishops to address
Trump’s immigration crackdown

REUTERS

Vatican City, Oct 08: Pope
Leo told US bishops visit-
ing him at the Vatican on
Wednesday that they should
firmly address how immi-
grants are being treated by
President Donald Trump’s
hardline policies, attendees
said, in the latest push by
the pontiff on the issue.
Leo, the first US pope, was
handed dozens of letters
from immigrants describing
their fears of deportation
under the Trump adminis-
tration’s policies during the
meeting, which included
bishops and social workers
from the US-Mexico border.
“Our Holy Father ... is
very personally concerned
about these matters,” El

Paso Bishop Mark Seitz,
who took part in the
meeting, told Reuters. “He
expressed his desire that
the US Bishops’ Conference
would speak strongly on
this issue.”

“It means a lot to all of
us to know of his personal
desire that we continue to
speak out,” said Seitz.

The Vatican did not
immediately comment on
the pope’s meeting.

Elected in May to replace
the late Pope Francis, Leo has
shown a much more reserved
style than his predecessor,
who frequently criticized
the Trump administration
and often spoke in surprise,
off-the-cuff remarks.

But Leo has been ramp-
ing up his criticism in

recent weeks.

The pope questioned on
September 30 whether the
Trump administration’s
anti-immigration poli-
cies were in line with the
Catholic Church’s pro-life
teachings, in comments that
drew heated backlash from
some prominent conserva-
tive Catholics.

The White House has
said Trump was elected
based on his many prom-
ises, including to deport
criminal illegal aliens.

One of the letters given
to the pope on Wednes-
day, shared with Reuters,
described a family with two
members who did not have
legal permission to stay in
the US and who were afraid
to leave the house for fear of
deportation.

“I believe the Pope should
speak out openly against the
raids and the unfair treat-
ment the community is
experiencing,” read the let-
ter, written in Spanish.

Leo also met privately
with a group of about 100
American Catholics involved
in ministry with migrants
on Tuesday evening, thank-
ing them for their work.

EU ‘must respond’

(o Russia’s ‘hybrid warfare’:

‘Cummins out of Ashes opener in

Indian ODI squad to leave for
Aus in two batches on Oct 15

Ursula von der Leyen

AFP

Strasbourg, Oct 08: EU chief Ursula
von der Leyen on Wednesday said
Europe must ramp up its defenses
to deter Russia’s “hybrid warfare,”
after a catalogue of air incursions,
cyberattacks and damage to under-
sea cables. “These incidents are
calculated to linger in the twilight
of deniability. This is not random
harassment. It is a coherent and
escalating campaign,” the European
Commission head said in a speech to
EU lawmakers.

“Two incidents are coincidence,
but three, five, 10 — this is a delib-
erate and targeted grey zone
campaign against Europe, and
Europe must respond,” she said.

EU countries Poland, Estonia and
Romania have recently been rattled
by Russian air incursions, while uni-
dentified drones have been spotted
in Denmark, Germany and Belgium.

European countries have already
increased defense spending to
post-Cold War highs in the face
of Moscow’s war in Ukraine and
doubts over US support under Pres-
ident Donald Trump.

Now the EU is seeking to ham-
mer out plans for joint projects
that could be built by the 27-nation
bloc — including a “wall” of anti-
drone defenses. “We must not only
react. We must deter because if we
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hesitate to act, the grey zone will
only expand,” von der Leyen said.

“The founding mission of the
European Union is to preserve
peace, and today that means having
the capacity to deter aggression and
provocation.”

EU leaders will seek at a summit
in Brussels later this month to agree
on a “road map” aimed at getting the
bloc ready to ward off threats from
Russia in the coming years.

“This will not only set common
objectives, but also very concrete
milestones and timelines on the
way to 2030 because we all know
only what gets measured gets really
done,” von der Leyen said.

The commission president insist-
ed that tackling “Russia’s hybrid
war” requires “a completely new
mindset for all of us.” “The choice
before us is very simple. We either
can shy away and watch Russian
threats escalate, or we meet them
with unity, deterrence and resolve,”
von der Leyen said.

Perth, likely to miss full series’

IANS

Perth, Oct 08: Australia cap-
tain Pat Cummins is expected
to miss the Ashes opener in
Perth with a possibility that
he may miss the entire Test
series against England as the
scans revealed his back stress
problem had not yet healed.

Cummins had been battling
back soreness since featuring
during Australia’s tour of the
Caribbean in July and recent
scans confirmed a lumbar
bone stress to the affected
area. According to Sydney
Morning Herald report, Cum-
mins is no chance for the
opener in Perth, starting on
November 21, and may even
miss all five Tests, leaving Ste-
ve Smith as the likely stand-in
skipper to face England.

The 32-year-old pacer Cum-
mins had the update scan last

week to clarify his progress
ahead of the Test summer and
was told that while the stress
“hot spot” was healing, it has
not yet cleared up enough for
him to bowl, the report added.

The loss of Cummins with a
back stress injury is a massive
blow to Australia’s chances of
retaining the Ashes urn that
Australia have held since 2018.

In Cummins absence, fellow

quick Scott Boland looks his
most likely replacement,
with experienced trio Mitch-
ell Starc, Josh Hazlewood and
Nathan Lyon almost certain to
feature. Last month, the Aus-
sie Test captain had put a loose
timeline on his return to the
bowling crease. I'd imagine (I'd
want to be bowling) at mini-
mum a month out, maybe six
weeks,” Cummins had said.

Israel’s Gaza aid flotilla intervention act of piracy: Turkiye

REUTERS

Turkish nationals and lawmakers, showed that

Ankara, Oct 08: Turkiye on Wednesday
slammed an intervention by Israeli forces
against a flotilla attempting to deliver human-
itarian aid to Gaza as an act of piracy and a vi-

olation of international law.

Turkiye’s foreign ministry said the interven-
tion against the Freedom Flotilla, including

AIFF approves balance sheet,
reports Rs 18.15 crore surplus for FY

PTI

New Delhi, Oct 08: The All In-
dia Football Federation (AIFF)
on Tuesday passed its audited
balance sheet for the finan-
cial year up to March 31, 2025
during its executive commit-
tee meeting here and claimed
that it has a surplus of Rs
18.45 crore during the period.

KPMG India Services LLP,

the “genocidal” Israeli government targeted all
peaceful measures and heightened tensions in
the region while damaging peace efforts.

It added in its statement that all initiatives
were being taken for Turkish citizens held by

Israel to be freed and returned to Turkiye, and
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that it was coordinating with other countries
regarding their citizens too.
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PTI

New Delhi, Oct 08: The Indian
ODI squad will depart for Aus-
tralia in two separate batches
on October 15 from the nation-
al capital with logistics and
ticket availability determining
the final travel schedule.

India will play a three-match
ODI series followed by a five-
match T20I affair Down Under.

According to sources in the BCCI,
one group of players will leave in
the morning while the second
batch is likely to fly out later in
the evening, depending on the
availability of business class tick-
ets for the long-haul flight. Former
captains Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli, along with newly appoint-
ed vice-captain Shreyas lyer, are
expected to join the rest of the
Test squad members in New Delhi
ahead of the team’s departure.

“Virat and Rohit will touch
down in the capital either on the
day of departure or a day prior,”
a source in the know told PTI.

The team is scheduled to fly
to Perth, where the first ODI
against Australia will be played
on October 19. If the ongo-
ing domestic or international
assignments conclude earlier
than expected, players featur-
ing in the ODI squad could be
given a short break to visit
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their respective homes before
regrouping in Delhi. India are
set to face West Indies in the
second and final Test here from
October 10-14.

In a significant development,
Shubman Gill has been named
captain of the ODI side, tak-
ing over from Rohit Sharma.
Despite mounting speculation
regarding their long-term ODI
futures, both Rohit and Kohli
are believed to have expressed
their desire to continue until
the 2027 ODI World Cup, even
though India will play relatively
few 50-over games in the lead-
up to the marquee event.

Punjabi singer Rajvir Jawanda
passes away at 35: Kali Camaro
and Shaandaar chartbuster dies
after serious accident | Today
News Meanwhile, head coach
Gautam Gambhir has invited the
entire squad for a team dinner
at his residence here in Rajinder
Nagar, a gesture aimed at foster-
ing camaraderie before the side
embarks on the overseas tour.
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which has been appointed to
oversee the process of mone-
tizing the AIFF's commercial
properties, including the Indian
Super League rights, following
arequest from the 13 ISL clubs,
also made a presentation to the
executive committee on the
tender process.

"Yes, the AIFF has a sur-
plus of Rs 18.45 crore in the
balance sheet of the period
up to March 31, 2025 which
was passed today," a top AIFF

official told PTI. However,
the AIFF officials were not
forthcoming when asked if
a majority of the executive
committee members would
have to resign from their
positions or lose their posts in
the state units if the nation-
al federation adopts its draft
Constitution during the Spe-
cial General Meeting (SGM) on
Sunday.

There is speculation that the
AIFF may make a mention to

the Supreme Court to review
the addition of Article 25.3 (c)
in the draft constitution but no
official was willing to speak on
the matter.

The Supreme Court on Sep-
tember 19 approved the draft
constitution of the AIFF pre-
pared by former apex court
judge L Nageswara Rao with
certain modifications, and
directed the football body to
adopt it within four weeks in a
general body meeting.

United Nations panel slams Sri Lanka's slow
progress on enforced disappearances

PTI

of alleged enforced disappearances.”

Colombo, Oct 08: A United Nations panel has
expressed serious concern over Sri Lanka's lack
of progress in addressing cases of enforced dis-
appearances, including the performance of the
Office on Missing Persons (OMP), which has
traced only a fraction of the nearly 17,000 cas-
es it has received. In a report issued on Tuesday
(October 7, 2025), the United Nations Commit-
tee on Enforced Disappearances (UNCED) noted
the “high level of impunity reflected in the lack
of progress in the investigation and prosecution

The UNCED report comes a day after the UN
Human Rights Council (UNHRC) on Monday
(October 6, 2025) adopted a resolution extend-
ing the mandate of the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) on
Sri Lanka for two more years. The report also
pointed out that of the 16,966 cases received
by the OMP, only 23 had been traced so far,
raising questions about the effectiveness of the
institution established to address long-stand-
ing demands for truth and justice by families
of the disappeared.
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