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Adventure tourism empowering border, remote regions: Suman Billa
‘It allows local youth to lead their lives without migrating in search of jobs’
Rehan Qayoom Mir

Srinagar, Dec 17: Additional 
Secretary and Director 
General, Ministry of Tourism, 
Government of India, Suman 
Billa on Wednesday said ad-
ventures are emerging as vi-
tal pillar of India’s tourism 
economy.

Speaking at the 17th Annual 
Convention of the Adventure 
Tour Operators Association of 
India (ATOAI) at SKICC here, 
Billa, according to the news 
agency Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), said, “The adventure 

tourism is empowering border 
and remote regions.”

Billa said holding the event 
in Kashmir was “a strong 

statement of confidence and 
resilience in the destination” 
after challenging years for the 
sector.

“It is propitious that we are 
meeting here in Srinagar. This 
convention is a reflection of the 
confidence in the destination, 
the resilience of its people, and 
the renewal we are witness-
ing,” he said.

Highlighting the socio-
economic significance of ad-
venture tourism, Billa said 
it generates “high levels of 
employment, particularly for 
our youth,” and crucially, cre-
ates jobs in remote and bor-
der regions that otherwise 
remain outside mainstream 
development.

“Adventure tourism sustains 
border economies and allows 
local youth to lead their lives 
where they reside, without 
having to migrate in search of 
jobs,” he said.

Billa added that the sec-
tor also helps disperse visitor 
flows away from overcrowded 
tourist hubs, reducing environ-
mental pressure while expand-
ing economic opportunities.

Calling safety the most im-
portant, non-negotiable pil-
lar of adventure tourism, Billa 
said, “Safety builds trust and 
trust is the | More on P6

LG Sinha calls for ending 
‘insider-outsider’ debate

Omar slams Nitish over hijab incident, 
recalls Mehbooba’s ‘burqa episode’

Climate change threatens Kashmir’s 
adventure tourism: CM Omar
Says iconic landscapes must be preserved for future generations

‘Can’t sell Gulmarg 
without snow’: CM 
Rehan Qayoom Mir

Srinagar, Dec 17: Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Wednesday said 
the government is explor-
ing artificial snow generation 
technology to sustain ski-
ing and winter tourism in 
Gulmarg, as the impact of 
climate change has sharply 
shortened the snow season in 
Kashmir.

Speaking at the 17th Annual 
Convention of the Adventure 
Tour Operators Association 
of India (ATOAI) at SKICC 
Srinagar, CM Omar, as per the 
news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), said, “If I 
don’t have snow, I can’t sell 
Gulmarg. I can’t  | More on P6

‘J&K relies on 95 percent 
imported power’

5 Years, 0 Meetings

Former min Taj Mohiuddin skips 
all meetings of DDC Baramulla

Cold wave prevails, MeT 
predicts snow, rain on Dec 20

100 pc electrification 
of railway network 
achieved in  
J&K: Centre
Raja Syed Rather

New Delhi, Dec 17: The Centre 
on Wednesday announced 
that Jammu and Kashmir has 
achieved 100 per cent elec-
trification of its entire broad 
gauge railway network, mak-
ing it a significant milestone 
in rail infrastructure develop-
ment in the Union Territory.

In a written reply to the 
Lok Sabha, the Ministry of 
Railways said, as per the 
news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), railway elec-
trification across the country 
has been taken up in mission 
mode, and  | More on P6

Army inducts 
tanks, artillery into 
Valley via military 
special train
Umaisar Gull Ganie

Srinagar, Dec 17: The Indian 
Army on Wednesday inducted 
tanks and artillery guns into 
the Kashmir Valley through a 
Military Special Train, mark-
ing a major logistics milestone 
and a significant boost to op-
erational readiness along the 
northern borders.

The Army, in a post on X, 
said that the induction was 
carried out as part of a vali-
dation exercise, during which 
tanks, artillery guns and doz-
ers were successfully moved 
from the | More on P6

Terrorists in rugged terrains 
will be eliminated soon  

Under PM Modi, rapid growth; 
balancing industry and social welfare

Decisive operations thwart terrorism, 
corruption, divisive narratives  

Yogesh

Jammu, Dec 17: Calling for 
putting an end to the “insider-
outsider” debate, Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Wednesday said the terror-
ists hiding in rugged terrains, 
mountains and dense forests 
will be eliminated soon.

Addressing the Strategic 
Management Forum Conference 
on Policy Making and Strategic 
Planning for achieving Viksit 
Bharat by 2047, at IIM here, 
LG Sinha, according to the 
news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO) said, “Divisive 
narratives are creating unnec-
essary hurdles in the develop-
ment process and undermining 
the spirit of unity and collective 
progress.  Andar wala (insider) 
and bahar wala (outsider) de-
bate—serves no purpose and it 
must stop.”

Referring to the ongoing ag-
gressive operations by security 
forces and J&K Police against 

terrorists, over-ground workers, 
sympathizers, and drug net-
works, which are seen as fund-
ing sources for terrorism, LG 
Sinha said, “Remaining terror-
ists hiding in rugged terrains, 
mountains, and dense forests 
will be eliminated soon.”

He described terrorism and 

corruption as major challenges 
and expressed concern over 
educated youth joining terror-
ist ranks. However, he exuded 
hope that J&K will soon be 
made free of both. “Elimination 
of top terrorist commanders, 
the end of local recruitment, 
and failed infiltration attempts 

from across the border have de-
feated the nefarious designs of 
the adversaries.” 

Drawing parallels with the 
Northeast, where terrorism has 
been eradicated, and Maoism 
largely contained, he stressed 
that security forces alone can-
not succeed without collective 
societal efforts.

Lauding PM Modi for his vi-
sion, LG Sinha said, “Rapid 
growth, under the leadership of 
PM Modi, is unprecedented in 
Indian history.”

He reiterated that the de-
velopment thrives in an atmo-
sphere of inclusiveness, trust 
and shared responsibility.

The Lieutenant Governor said 
the core values, principles, ide-
als of our forefathers and values 
of good governance will guide 
us to navigate the present chal-
lenges to build a prosperous 
future.

LG Sinha said, “The policies 
must be formulated in accor-
dance with | More on P6

Says J&K managing 
finances under 
pressure

‘UT financially 
dependent on Centre’

PDD asked to 
minimise power cuts  

Rehan Qayoom Mir

Srinagar, Dec 17: Reacting to 
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar’s act of pulling a wom-
an’s hijab, Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 
on Wednesday called it “unac-
ceptable” and “a reflection of a 
regressive mindset.”

He drew parallels with a 
past incident involving PDP’s 
former chief Mehbooba Mufti, 
saying such public humiliation 
of women cannot be justified 
under any circumstance.

Talking to reporters here, CM 
Omar as per the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO) 
while commenting on the Bihar 
hijab incident, said, “During my 
election, people may have for-
gotten how Mehbooba Mufti 
got a legitimate voter’s burqa 

removed inside a polling sta-
tion. This is a continuation of 
the same mindset. What hap-
pened then was unfortunate, 
and this incident is equally 
shameful.”

He added, “Publicly hu-
miliating another person, es-
pecially a woman, cannot be 
justified. If the Chief Minister 
did not want to hand over the 
appointment letter himself, 
he could have stepped aside. 
But humiliating someone in 
front of everyone is completely 
wrong. Slowly, the reality of 
Nitish Kumar, who was once 
considered a secular and sen-
sible leader, seems to be com-
ing out.”

Referring to the ongoing 
the 17th Annual Convention 
of  Adventure Tour Operators 
Association of India (ATOAI) 
at the Sher-i-Kashmir 
International Convention 
Centre (SKICC) in Srinagar, CM 
Omar said that such meetings 
provide a significant oppor-
tunity to promote adventure 
tourism. “Activities like trek-
king, mountaineering and 
white-water rafting should 
also be encouraged,” the CM 
said.

He noted that recently, dur-
ing a function in Jammu, he 
had distributed certificates 
to individuals who had com-
pleted paragliding courses, 
enabling them to now provide 
paragliding services in Jammu 
and Kashmir. “Our effort is that 
gradually, by bringing together 
different adventure activities, 
we reclaim our pre-eminent 
position in adventure tourism 
a position we once held at the 
top,” the Chief Minister said.

Asked about promoting rock 
climbing and introducing such 
activities along the lines of for-
eign countries, CM Omar said 
there is no objection, but safety 
must be ensured.

He said, “If someone comes 
forward to  | More on P6

KNO

Srinagar, Dec 17: As District 
Development Councils (DDCs) 
in Jammu & Kashmir are 
set to complete their five-
year term, a shocking rev-
elation has come to light: 
one DDC member did not 
attend a single meeting of 

district development council 
Baramulla after being admin-
istered the oath.

Former Minister Taj 
Mohiuddin, who was elected 
as a DDC member from the 
Parampeela seat of Baramulla, 
failed to attend any meeting 
of the council after taking 
oath on  | More on P6

Sajid Raina

Srinagar, Dec 17: Even as 
minimum temperatures 
across Jammu, Kashmir, and 
Ladakh exhibited slight fluc-
tuations on Wednesday, 
Meteorological Department 
predicted light to moderate 
snow over higher Kashmir 
reaches and light rain in sev-
eral parts of the region from 
the night of December 20 to 

late afternoon of December 21.
Besides freezing tempera-

tures, Kashmir is also expe-
rienced foggy mornings and 
evenings, making commuting 
difficult.

According to the details 
available with the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO) in the Kashmir region, 
Srinagar city recorded mini-
mum temperature of minus 
1.6°C against | More on P6

Rehan Qayoom Mir

Srinagar, Dec 17: Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Wednesday 
warned that climate change 
poses a direct threat to 
Kashmir’s tourism economy 
and winter sports industry.

Speaking at the 17th Annual 
Convention of the Adventure 
Tour Operators Association 
of India (ATOAI) at the Sher-
i-Kashmir International 
Convention Centre (SKICC) in 
Srinagar, the CM urged the 

industry to adapt with innova-
tion and sustainable practices 
to ensure adventure tourism 
in Jammu and Kashmir re-
mains viable through chang-
ing weather realities.

“It feels like homecoming 
to be part of an event that 
celebrates the spirit of adven-
ture,” Omar said, addressing a 
gathering.

As per the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), the gathering included 
ATOAI President Padmashree 
Ajit Bajaj, | More on P6

Local generation 
amounts to 4.6 percent

Nearly 800 MWs power 
deficit across UT

Riyaz Bhat

Srinagar, Dec 17: Jammu and 
Kashmir imports more than 95 
percent of its electricity—a stark 
dependency that leaves the re-
gion vulnerable as it grapples 
with an 800 MW power deficit.

The officials informed the 
news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO) that Jammu and 
Kashmir is importing electricity 
ranging from 2900 MWs to 3100 
MWs during the peak hours.

It also said that during the 
other hours, the region is im-
porting electricity ranging from 
2400 MWs to 2800 MWs.

The official however clarified 
that the power import includes 
all the sources including the 
power allocated from the cen-
tre and other Power Purchase 
Agreements (PPAs).

Another official said that 
the actual power demand 
for Kashmir region is around 
2400-2500 MWs and in case of 
Jammu division, it varies from 
1400-1500 MWs.

“As of now Jammu and Kashmir 
has a power deficiency of nearly 
800 MWs. The total power avail-
ability as of now is 3100-3200 
MWs,” the official said.

About the power generation 
from the local power plants, 
the official said that the depart-
ment on an average was gener-
ating 100-150 MWs of power.

Meanwhile, the officials from 
KPDCL informed KNO that pow-
er deficiency | More on P6
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
IRRIGATION & ROOD CONTROL 

DIVISION, GANDERBAL NEAR GIRAJ
PIN; 191201. PHONE: 0194-2416246, FAX-01942416246

EMAIL- exenifcdganderbal@ifckashmir.com 

No.: I&FCD/GBL/8148-53                 						             Dated: 15/12/2025	

M/S: - Rashid Farooq Tantray
S/O: - Parooq Ahmad Tantray
R/O: Latiwaza Ganderbal
Class of Contractor: - "DEE"
Registration No: - SE(R&B) SB-D-3057 of 2019-20 Contact No: 6005890019	 Final Opportunity
Subject: "Const of field channel L/0 Gh Nabi Bhat to Gh Nabi Sheikh (Lamnoora Batwina)”.
Whereas the subject work was put to e-Tenders through the online procurement portal (JK tenders) vide this office e-NIT No: 12 of 
2025-26 Dated: 03-09-2025 (Tender ID: 20251FC_286800_8).
Whereas you have worked out as 1st lowest bidder as per your quoted rate percentage for thesubject work.
Whereas the allotment order of the subject work has been issued by this office vide order No: 77 of 2025-26, Dated: 23-10-2025.
Whereas the Assistant Executive Engineer Irrigation Sub Division Ganderbal vide his No. ISDG/635-36, Dated: 18-10-2025 coupled with 
several verbal instructions has issued notice to you for taking up the execution immediately but you failed to comply the directions.
Whereas, a notice bearing No: l&FCD/GBL/6183-84 dated: 23-10-2025 was issued to you from the office of the undersighned, direct-
ing you to start the execution of the work immediately. However, despite recipt of the said notice, no action whatsoever has been 
taken by you till date.
Whereas in consonance to the condition No. 04 of allotment of the work, you were supposed to start the execution of the work within 
07 days, however you have failed till date.
Whereas the Assistant Executive Engineer irrigation Sub Division Ganderbal vide his No. ISDG/924-25 Dated: 11-12-2025 has issued 
a final notice to you for taking up the work in hand immediatelv coupled with several verbal instructions issued already, but you have 
not paid any attention towards the instructions till date.
Whereas despite repeated verbal instructions as well as written communications from this Division you have failed to start the work 
till date, consequently the same shall be treated as breach of contract.
Whereas Clause 6.11.2 of the Manual for Procurement of works 2022, warrants closure of contract in case of any breach of a contract.
Whereas in consonance to clause 7.5.2 (2(111)) a bidder is liable for debarring from participation in the bidding process for aban-
donment of works.
Whereas in consonance to clause 4.12 (iii) of the Manual for Procurement of works 2022, the Performance Security of the agency 
awarded the work is to be forfeited in the event of breach of contract.
Whereas considerable time has elapsed since the issuance of allotment order in your favour, but you have failed to start the work on 
ground till date coupled with the fact that very little span of time period is left for the upcoming irrigation season, which will affect 
the approved completion timelines.
Keeping in consideration your failure to start the work, you are directed through the medium of this final notice to start the execution 
of work within 02 days' time failing which the same shall be treated as breach of contract and consequent action as warranted under 
rules and provisions of the allotment/SBD of the work shall be initiated against you which shall include cancellation of the contract, 
forfeiture of performance securities, debarment for participating in tendering process and other penalties as per provisions in vogue.

Executive Engineer
Irrigation & Flood Control Division GanderbalDIPK-9027/25

DATED: 17-12-2025

DIPK-9057/25
DATED: 17-12-2025

DIPK-9090/25
DATED: 17-12-2025

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE 
DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT 

COMMISSIONER, BUDGAM
 ddc-budgam@jk.gov.in   

Subject: Advertisement Notice issued regarding empanelment of Motivators vide endorse-
ment No. DDCB/YUVA/ 9733-38  dated: 27.11.2025 & updation of link- regarding.

CORRIGENDUM
 	 The District Administration, Budgam  invited applications for empanelment 
of MOTIVATORS under Mission YUVA vide endorsement No. DDCB/YUVA/ 9733-38 dat-
ed: 27.11.2025 and the candidates were directed to apply online through Mission YUVA 
Portal link(www.missionyuva.jk.gov.in  or directly  apply via this Mission YUVA form link               
https://forms.gle/RM3HkVMsVR7utxxx9. However, the link has now been upgraded by the 
Directorate of Employment, J&K.
	 Therefore all the candidates are informed through the medium of this notice 
that they can apply through the below mentioned link instead of earlier provided:
https://forms.gle/Eiqju7UuGtjPHNPd9

									       
           Chief Planning Officer,

                                                                                                   Budgam

No: DDCB/YUVA/        Dated:              /12/2025 

Div Com Kashmir reviews 

flood plain zoning process 

along river Jhelum
KT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 17: Di-
visional Commissioner Kash-
mir, Anshul Garg, on Wednes-
day chaired a meeting of the 
Irrigation and Flood Control 
(I&FC) Department to review 
the notification status for de-
lineation and demarcation of 
flood plain/flood basins iden-
tified post 2014 floods in the 
Jhelum basin to regulate land 
use and human activity for ob-
viating flood threats and mini-
mising flood damages.

The meeting, as per an offi-
cial statement, was attended 
by the Assistant Commissioner 
Central, Chief Engineer I&FC, 
Deputy Director Planning, Exec-
utive Engineers of I&FC, and 
other concerned officers.

At the outset, I&FC officials 
gave a detailed presentation 
on Flood Plain Zoning and the 
notification of flood basins. 
The presentation covered the 
impact of the 2014 floods, inun-
dation statistics of agricultural, 

built-up and wasteland areas, 
loss of floodplain storage due to 
urbanisation and encroachment, 
integrated flood management 
strategies including structural 
and non-structural measures, 
and regulation of activities in 

flood-prone areas.
Addressing the meeting, the 

Divisional Commissioner direct-
ed I&FC officials to reconcile 
flood basin expanse areas of 
six wetlands with the Forest & 
Wildlife Departments. These 

flood basins play a critical role 
in flood moderation and storage 
of excess floodwaters. 

He also directed the circula-
tion of land use classification 
details, including that of private 
players, for calling objections 
from the public at large. 

The Div Com stressed 
the need to have scientif-
ic demarcation on the basis 
of Hrydrologic modelling, 
be done on left side of Riv-
er Jhelum from Sangam to 
Padshahi Bagh which would 
further pave way for the 
administration to f inalise 
the related extract revenue 
records reflecting land use. He 
further directed the modelling 
of a once-in-twenty-five-years 
flood area for the regulatory 
zone, freezing the boundary 
of regulatory zone to put the 
process on fast track.

Assistant Commissioner Cen-
tral was asked to ensure the 
availability of revenue records 
of Anchar and Wullar lakes to 
the I&FC Department.

DC Srinagar inspects 

Gangbugh development works, 

orders faster completion
KT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 17: Dep-
uty Commissioner (DC) Srina-
gar, Akshay Labroo Wednesday 
visited Gangbugh area of the 
City and conducted an on-site 
inspection of developmental 
projects to assess their pro-
gress and ensure timely com-
pletion aimed to improve civ-
ic amenities in the area.

Besides ,  C h ief  Pla n n ing 
Officer Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Joint 
Commissioner SMC Nuzhat 
Qureshi, Superintendent Engi-
neers of UEED, R&B and SMC, 
Executive Engineers R&B & 
PCD-I, Tehsildar South among 
others, accompanied the Dep-
uty Commissioner.

During the visit, the Deputy 
Commissioner, as per an official 
statement, reviewed the work on 
the dewatering station being exe-
cuted at the cost of Rs 1.16 crore 
to improve the civic amenities in 
the low-lying area of the city.

On the occasion, the DC was 
informed that over 50 percent of 
the project has been completed. 
The DC directed the concerned 
departments to expedite the 
project to improve drainage and 
enhance civic amenities for local 

residents. Emphasis was laid 
on maintaining quality stand-
ards and adhering to prescribed 
timelines.

The Deputy Commissioner 
also inspected the construction 
work of the truss girder Gang-
bugh Bridge being executed at Rs 
15.53 crore.

Underlining the significance 
of the bridge in improving con-
nectivity between various 
habitations of the area, the DC 
instructed the concerned execut-
ing agency to accelerate the pace 

of work and ensure the bridge is 
completed at the earliest for pub-
lic convenience.

The Deputy Commissioner 
reiterated the administration’s 
commitment to strengthening 
urban infrastructure and direct-
ed officers to address bottlenecks, 
if any, for the timely execution of 
all the ongoing projects.

While interacting with the 
locals on the occasion, the Deputy 
Commissioner assured them that 
all their genuine concerns raised 
shall be addressed at the earliest.

DC Shopian reviews banking 

performance, pushes for 

timely credit delivery

MVD Kulgam 

organises medical 

camp, road safety 

awareness programme

KT NEWS DESK

KULGAM, DECEMBER 17: To 
promote safer roads and bet-
ter health, the Motor Vehicles 
Department Kulgam held a 
medical camp cum road safety 
awareness programme at La-
roo.  The initiative, as per an of-
ficial statement, was conduct-
ed in collaboration with the 
Health Department, DIPR Kul-
gam, and SDRF Kulgam.

The camp aimed to sensitise 
the public about safe driving 
practices while offering free 
medical check-ups to attendees.

 Officials sensitised attendees 
on the ‘Good Samaritan’ guide-
lines encouraging bystanders 
to help accident victims and 
provided technical tips for win-
ter driving.  SDRF team added 
practical value to the event by 
conducting live demonstrations, 
showcasing first-aid techniques 
and emergency response drills 
to educate the gathering on 
life-saving measures dur-
ing accidents. Addressing the 
gathering, ARTO Kulgam, Dr 
Showkat Ahmad Bhat  stressed 
the need for strict adherence to 
traffic rules to prevent mishaps, 
particularly during the upcom-
ing winter season.

He highlighted the increased 
risks associated with winter 
commuting and urged drivers 
to exercise maximum caution.

The event witnessed the 
participation of MVD officials, 
including Inspectors, Traffic 
Assistants and other office staff 
along with the general public.

Director Agriculture 

Kashmir reviews HADP, 

CAPEX, CSS implementation

Awareness programme 

on FCS&CA schemes 

held in Samba

KT NEWS DESK

SAMBA, DECEMBER 17: An 
awareness programme on 
the schemes of the Food, Civ-
il Supplies & Consumer Affairs 
(FCS&CA) Department was or-
ganised here Wednesday.

The programme, as per an offi-
cial statement, was conducted 
under the guidance of the Dis-
trict Development Commissioner 
Samba Ayushi Sudan and under 
the supervision of Assistant 
Director FCS&CA  Rahul Gupta.

The event witnessed wide and 
diverse participation, includ-
ing Fair Price Shop (FPS) dealers, 
Supervisors of Mission POSHAN, 
Anganwadi Workers (AWWs), 
representatives from the Educa-
tion Department, and beneficiaries 
from different sections of society. 
The active participation reflected 
strong inter-departmental coordi-
nation and meaningful community 
engagement. During the course 
of the programme, beneficiaries 
appreciated the proactive role 
of the FCS&CA Department, 
particularly highlighting the 
timely distribution of food grains, 
enhanced transparency, and 
effective grievance redressal 
mechanisms.

KT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 17: Direc-
tor Agriculture Kashmir, Sartaj Ah-
mad Shah on Wednesday review 
implementation of key agriculture 
schemes HADP, CAPEX and CSS in 
district Budgam.

During a review meeting held at the 
Agriculture Complex Lalmandi Srina-
gar, the Director, as per an official 
statement, sought detailed updates on 
applications received, processed and 
sanctioned under the Competitiveness 
Improvement of Agriculture and Allied 
Sectors Project and ongoing initiatives 
under the Holistic Agriculture Devel-
opment Programme.

Officials were asked to account for 
achievements recorded so far, includ-
ing progress initiatives and support 
to agricultural entrepreneurs. He 
impressed upon concerned officers 

to speed up the implementation, 
expenditure under different schemes 
and flagship programs so that the set 
targets could be achieved. 

Officials were instructed to avoid 
procedural delays and ensure appli-
cations move faster from scrutiny to 
sanction.The Director stressed the  
need for better coordination between 

department, farming community 
and financial institutions to ensure 
schemes translate into real support 
for farmers.

The meeting was attended by Chief 
Agriculture Officer, District Agricul-
ture Officer, Sub Divisional Agriculture 
Officers and other officers of the 
department.

KT NEWS DESK

SHOPIAN, DECEMBER 17: The Dis-
trict Level Review Committee/Dis-
trict Consultative Committee (DLRC/
DCC) meeting for the second quarter 
of the financial year 2025–26 (ended 
September 30, 2025) was convened 
Wednesday at the Mini-Secretariat 
Shopian, which was presided over by 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Shopian, 
Shishir Gupta. During the meeting, as 
per an official statement, a compre-
hensive review of the district’s bank-
ing performance was carried out with 
special focus on credit-deposit ratio, 

sector-wise lending, priority sector ad-
vances, agriculture and allied sector 
credit, self-employment schemes and 
progress under government-sponsored 
programmes including PMJDY, KCC, 
PMEGP, Mudra and others.

It was apprised that the growth in 
deposits as on September, 30th, 2025 
has shown increase of 11% on YOY 
basis and 3% decrease as compared 
to previous quarter ended 30th June, 
2025. The growth in advances as 
on September 30, 2025 has shown 
increase of 8% on YOY basis and 6% 
increase as compared to the previous 
quarter ended 30th June, 2025.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION & 
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Rail Head Complex, Bahu Plaza, Jammu

NOTICE
 Subject: Instructions regarding regulatory mechanism for security clear-
ance of such employees who have retired from Government service and 
who intend to take post-retirement employment.
 “By way of this notice it is informed that in case any retired Government 
Employee is considered for any gainful employment in any private sector, 
it shall be the responsibility of the Head of the private body to get the 
character and antecedents of the retired Government Employee verified 
through Criminal Investigation Department (CID).
In case any retired Government employee is engaged without following 
the above procedure, action under law shall be taken against the private 
body/agency concerned”
Dated: 17-12-2025

Directorate of Information,
Jammu & Kashmir



NEWS 03THURSDAY | 18.12.2025

 
	  	

EPAPER.KASHMIRTHUNDER.IN
KASHMIRTHUNDER.IN

 
	  	

‘Wrong But Unintentional’: 

Koul on Hijab pulling 

incident 

Public support crucial 

in fight against drugs, 

terrorism: DIG NKR

ATOAI convention a ‘milestone’ for J&K adventure tourism: Director

Hails CM Omar’s ‘continuous support’

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

Srinagar, Dec 17: Director Tour-
ism Kashmir, Syed Qamar Sajad on 
Wednesday described the 17th Annu-
al Convention of the Adventure Tour 
Operators Association of India (ATOAI) 
as a ‘key milestone for the revival and 
growth’ of adventure tourism in Jam-
mu and Kashmir. Addressing the inau-
gural session at the Sher-I-Kashmir In-
ternational Convention Centre (SKICC), 
the Director, said events like this play 
a pivotal role in strengthening tour-
ism infrastructure, promoting sus-
tainability and boosting local econ-
omies. “This three-day convention is 
not just a gathering; it is a platform that 
will catalyse adventure tourism in the 
Union Territory,” he said.

Sajad praised Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah for his continuous support 

and dedication to tourism, calling him 
the “grand ambassador of J&K tourism”.

He welcomed key dignitaries and high-
lighted their role in fostering collaboration 
between government and industry.

The Director said that Jammu and 
Kashmir’s adventure tourism poten-
tial spans trekking, skiing, paragliding, 
rafting and mountaineering and that 
structured initiatives, skill development 
and safety frameworks are essential for 
sustainable growth. “This convention 
signals renewed confidence and com-
mitment to ensuring that tourism in 
J&K thrives responsibly and inclusively,” 
he said.

Such initiatives, he said, are vital to 
creating employment opportunities, 
dispersing visitors to remote areas 
and ensuring the Union Territory’s 
adventure offerings remain globally 
competitive—(KNO)

Kashmir heart of India’s adventure 

growth story: ATOAI President
REHAN QAYOOM MIR

Srinagar, Dec 17: Asserting that 
Kashmir stands at the heart of In-
dia’s adventure growth story, pres-
ident of  Adventure Tour Operators 
Association of India (ATOAI) Ajeet 
Bajaj on Wednesday said that ad-
venture tourism has become a 683 
billion dollar global industry, out-
pacing even the textile sector. 

Speaking at the 17th Annu-
al Convention of ATOAI at the 
Sher-i-Kashmir International Con-
vention Centre (SKICC) in Srinagar, 
Bajaj said, “Jammu and Kashmir 
is symbolic of India’s adventure 
resurgence and is heart of India’s 
adventure growth story.”

Referring to Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah, Baja said, “It’s wonderful 
to be in a state where the CM him-
self is an adventurer, a marathon 
runner, skier, cyclist and rafter.”

He said, “J&K is a second home 
to me. Every winter I have skied 
in Gulmarg, every summer I have 
trekked in Kashmir’s wilderness.”

Bajaj said adventure tourism 
has emerged as one of the fast-
est-growing global sectors, valued 

at 683 billion dollar, compared to 
667 billion dollar for the textile 
industry.

“According to pre-pandemic pro-
jections, adventure tourism was to 
become a trillion-dollar industry 
by 2024. Given the rebound, we 
should reach that milestone with-
in two years,” he said.

He noted that India’s ranking 
in the Adventure Tourism Devel-
opment Index has improved to 

38th among 190 countries, but 
the vision is clear: “We want India 
to be among the top 10 adventure 
destinations by 2034 and we are 
moving steadily in that direction.”

Bajaj said the industry’s progress 
is backed by strong collaboration 
with the Ministry of Tourism, 
Government of India, through a 
National Strategy for Adventure 
Tourism and a National Adventure 
Tourism Board.  “We are addressing 

region-specific issues from Dar-
jeeling to Rajasthan, through this 
inter-ministerial board and work-
ing together to build a regulatory 
and safety framework that can 
support the industry’s growth,” 
he said.

He also announced that a com-
prehensive Adventure Tourism 
Safety Framework, is being final-
ised for rollout across states. “Every 
operator will be licensed by the 
state government, use certified 
equipment, employ trained guides 
and follow ATOAI’s standard safety 
protocols,” he said.

He also spoke of ongoing work 
to enable use of satellite phones, 
GPS systems and improved con-
nectivity to remote areas to make 
adventure activities safer and more 
accessible.

Unveiling one of ATOAI’s 
most ambitious init iat ives, 
Bajaj announced plans for two 
Himalayan Mega Trails, vast 
trans-regional trekking routes 
designed to redefine India’s 
adventure landscape.

Continued on 
www.kashmirthunder.in

Winter supplies secured for 

remote areas: Minister Sharma
WARIS FAYAZ

Srinagar, Dec 17: Minister Sat-
ish Sharma on Wednesday in-
formed 100 percent winter 
stocking of essential commodi-
ties has been acheived to ensure 
uninterrupted supplies during 
the harsh weather season.

While speaking to reporters 
in Bandipora, Sharma said that 
the government has successful-
ly completed the 100% winter 
dumping process in all remote 
and snow-bound areas. He 
assured that no household will 
face shortage of food grains or 
other essentials during the win-
ter months.

In order to keep the youth 
away from drug addiction, the 
Minister said that quality sta-
diums and playgrounds will be 

developed.
“To strengthen the sports 

infrastructure we will prioritize 
creating better playfields,” he 
said. Sharma also promised to 
strengthen winter sports activ-
ities, particularly snow cricket 
in Gurez and polo events, which 
he said deserved greater gov-
ernment support. Government 
is mulling to improve the solar 
power coverage in the region.

"Shrines, mosques, temples 
and gurudwaras will soon be 
illuminated through solar ener-
gy under a new departmental 
program,” he announced.

While acknowledging the fact 
that several projects have slowed 
this year due to adverse weather 
and disturbances, he assured that 
Bandipora would emerge as one 
of the best districts in the coming 
year. Reacting to a recent contro-
versy over alleged bias in sports 
selections, the minister said, "the 
administration had already ini-
tiated an inquiry through the 
Director General of Youth Ser-
vices and Sports."

He appealed for not politiciz-
ing the issue and reiterated that 
merit would not be compromised 
and involved persons will be held 
accountable,” he said—(KNO)

DIG Jammu reviews border 

security after Udhampur encounter

Bilaspur-Leh 

rail link survey 

completed: GoI 
RAJA SYED RATHER

New Delhi, Dec 17: The Union gov-
ernment on Wednesday said that 
the survey work for the proposed 
Bilaspur–Mandi–Manali–Leh rail-
way line, a strategically important 
project for Ladakh, has been com-
pleted and prepared its Detailed 
Project Report (DPR).

In a written reply to the Lok Sab-
ha, the Ministry of Railways said 
the Ministry of Defence has identi-
fied the project as a strategic railway 
line as the route will pass through 
extremely challenging Himalayan 
terrain and is expected to involve 
the construction of nearly 270 kilo-
metres of tunnels.

The proposed railway line is esti-
mated to cost around ₹1.31 lakh 
crore and will have a total length 
of 489 kilometres, informed the 
Ministry.

T he gover nment c lar i f ied 
that before the project can be 
sanctioned, it needs extensive 
consultations with multiple stake-
holders, including the concerned 
Union Territory administrations, 
as well as approvals from key 
bodies like NITI Aayog and the 
Ministry of Finance.

The Ministry of Railways fur-
ther stated that railway projects 
are approved after considering 
several factors based on strategic 
importance, connectivity needs, 
socio-economic effects and the 
availability of financial resources 
and as such, a definite timeline for 
the project cannot be fixed at this 
stage—(KNO)

Yogesh

Jammu, Dec 17: Following a recent en-
counter in Udhampur’s Majalta area, Dep-
uty Inspector General of Police (DIG), Jam-
mu-Samba-Kathua range, Shiv Kumar 
Sharma, on Wednesday reviewed the se-
curity situation in border districts of Kath-
ua and Samba.

The DIG accompanied by SSP Kathua 
Mohita Sharma and SSP Samba Varinder 
Manhas,  visited Billawar area in Kathua 
district, which shares border with Majalta 
of Udhampur where a policeman was killed 
in a gunfight with terrorists in Soan area on 
Monday evening.

An official said that he also visited Kam-
la Top in Billawar and reviewed security 
arrangements. The DIG directed officials to 
remain extra vigilant and deploy additional 
forces in sensitive areas.

During the review meeting, the DIG, as 
per the officials, emphasised the need to 
maintain peace and security and underlined 

the importance of close coordination among 
various security agencies to tackle emerging 
challenges effectively.

DIG Sharma reviewed the deployment 
of forces and ordered additional forces 
to be stationed in sensitive and vul-
nerable areas to prevent any untoward 
incidents, the officials said, adding that  
he also stressed strengthening intelli-
gence gathering and timely sharing of 
information to counter potential secu-
rity threats.

The DIG instructed officers to main-
tain high visibility in their respective 
jurisdictions and intensify security 
checks and patrolling, the officials said, 
adding, SSP Kathua briefed him on the 
prevailing security situation and meas-
ures taken to maintain peace and law 
and order in the Billawar area.  The DIG 
also held a joint meeting with Army 
officials—(KNO)

SAJID RAINA

Bandipora, Dec 17: Depu-
ty Inspector General of Po-
lice, North Kashmir Range 
(NKR), Maqsood-ul-Zaman 
on Wednesday said the po-
lice are regularly engaging 
with people to understand 
their problems, with a key 
focus on tackling terror-
ism, drug trafficking and 
other crimes in the region.

Talking to reporters in this 
North Kashmir district, the 
DIG said, “Interacting with the 
public and listening to their 
concerns is a routine part of 
policing. We are connecting 
with people and listening to 
their problems. We talk about 
issues in society. This is a rou-
tine job and nothing new.”

Maqsood-ul-Zaman said the 
police seek cooperation from 
the public in maintaining peace 
and security.  “Force wants to 
contribute to the overall devel-
opment of the country, with 
particular attention to issues 
faced by the youth. The youth 

face many problems. Often, the 
way their issues are presented is 
not correct.” On the issue of nar-
cotics, he said the police have 
adopted an aggressive approach 
over the past year. “If we talk 
about drugs, we have been very 
aggressive since last year. We 
have carried out seizures and 
registered FIRs,” he said.

The DIG said investiga-
tions are being strengthened 
by establishing both forward 
and backward linkages to 
dismantle entire drug net-
works. “We want to destroy 
the entire ‘nasur’ (menace). 
Our aim is to destroy all the 
properties that people have 
created through illegal activ-
ities,” he said.

He added that operations 
against drug trafficking and 
other crimes are ongoing. How-
ever, the DIG declined to share 
details of police strategies. 
“This is not the appropriate 
forum to discuss our opera-
tional strategy,” he said.

—Continued on 
www.kashmirthunder.in

JAHANGEER GANAIE

Pulwama, Dec 17: Term-
ing incident involving 
Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar pulling a hijab 
of a girl “wrong” Jammu 
and Kashmir BJP General 
Secretary (Organisation) 
Ashok Koul on Wednes-
day said that Kumar’s act 
appeared to be uninten-
tional, considering his 
age.

Speaking to media per-
sons on the sidelines of a BJP 
workers’ convention held at 
Patipora Lassipora in Pul-
wama district, Koul said, 
“The incident involving the 
Bihar Chief Minister and the 
girl wearing a hijab was not 
right. He should not have 
asked the girl to remove her 
hijab. However, keeping in 
view his age, it seems that 
the act was not intentional.”

He said that its impor-
tant for everyone to respect 
individual faith, identity and 
constitutional values.

During the convention, 
Ashok Koul, accompanied 
by BJP State Secretary 
Mudasir Wani, District 
President Pulwama Er. 
Showkat Gayoor, BJP Kisan 
Morcha leader and pro-
gramme organiser Arshad 
Bhat, and senior leader 
Awataar Singh, interacted 

with party workers and 
local residents, listening to 
their concerns, aspirations 
and suggestions. Respond-
ing to questions regarding 
the restoration of statehood 
to Jammu and Kashmir, Koul 
reiterated the BJP’s stand, 
saying that statehood would 
be granted at an “appro-
priate time.” “Jammu and 
Kashmir will get statehood. 
The commitment of the 
BJP and the Government 
of India is clear. It will be 
restored at the right time, 
keeping in view peace, sta-
bility and the larger interest 
of the people,” he said.

A s h o k  K o u l  a l s o 
addressed the admis-
s i o n - r e l a t e d  i s s u e s 
concerning Mata Vaishno 
Devi College, stating that 
the matter would be exam-
ined by the Sangathan 
committee of the college 
and Mata —Continued on 

—Continued on 
www.kashmirthunder.in

NCH resolve more than 

24000 complaints in 

last 3 years
RAJA SYED RATHER

New Delhi, Dec 17: Jammu and 
Kashmir recorded more than 
24,000 consumer complaints 
through the National Consumer 
Helpline (NCH) in the last three 
years, all of which were settled 
within the stipulated period, 
the Centre informed Parlia-
ment on Wednesday.

While replying to the Lok 
Sabha, the Ministry of Consum-
er Affairs said that 
6,874 complaints 
were registered 
from Jammu and 
Kashmir in 2022. 
This number swelled 
to 7,967 complaints 
in 2023 and fur-
ther increased to 
9,178 complaints in 
2024. The Ministry 
emphasised that 
100 per cent dispos-
al was achieved in 
each of the three years.

The government said that the 
steady rise in complaints from 
Jammu and Kashmir reflects the 
fact that the public has become 
more aware of their rights and 
their access to the National Con-
sumer Helpline.

The Ministry said NCH has 
been upgraded to a centralised 
pre-litigation grievance redressal 
platform, which offers faster and 
technology-driven resolution of 
consumer complaints, including 

for consumers from Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The helpline now makes use 
of AI-based speech recogni-
tion, translation systems and an 
AI-enabled chatbot under the 
NCH 2.0 initiative. These steps 
allow consumers to lodge com-
plaints through voice input and 
multiple digital platforms.

The complaints can now be 
registered through the web 
portal, mobile applications, SMS, 

WhatsApp and toll-free number 
1915, offering wider outreach 
even in remote areas of Jammu 
and Kashmir, said the Ministry.

Under the NCH ‘Convergence’ 
programme, the Ministry 
informed that the average reso-
lution time has also come down 
significantly as complaints 
are now being resolved 
swiftly under a time-bound 
mechanism involving partner 
companies—(KNO)
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EDITORIAL

Drought-Like Situation In Kashmir Is An Alarm Bell 
The stark images of Kashmir’s depleted 

rivers and drying springs this Decem-
ber are a deafening alarm bell for an 

unfolding climate crisis. Jhelum, the region’s 
lifeline, hits historic lows, and vital springs 
in Pulwama, Shopian, and Bandipora shrink. 
We are witnessing the direct consequences 
of a profound environmental shift. This is a 
systemic threat to water security, agricul-
ture, public health, and the very ecological 

identity of Kashmir. A severe rainfall deficit, 
the near-absence of Western Disturbances, 
and receding glaciers, as recalled by Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah, point to a disturbing 
new normal. The implications are immediate 
and severe: strained drinking water supplies, 
anxious farmers facing irrigation shortages, 
heightened forest fire risks, and deteriorating 
air quality that now rivals polluted plains. 
As experts from SKUAST-K warn, this is a 

direct threat to food security and livelihoods. 
Expressing concern is no longer enough; it 
must catalyse urgent, science-based action. A 
multi-pronged strategy is imperative. First, 
water conservation must become a state 
mission. This requires massive investment 
in micro-irrigation, rainwater harvesting, 
and the restoration of traditional kuls (water 
channels) and springs. Second, agriculture 
must adapt. Promoting drought-resilient crops 

and regenerative farming practices is no 
longer an option but a necessity for survival. 
Third, we must declare war on pollution. Strict 
enforcement of waste management laws, a 
rapid shift to electric public transport, and 
protecting forests are critical to improving air 
quality and mitigating climate impacts. Most 
crucially, this demands a “whole-of-society” 
approach. The government must lead with 
policy and investment, but every citizen, 

community, and institution must become 
a water guardian. From fixing leaky taps 
to adopting sustainable practices, collective 
responsibility is our only recourse. Kashmir’s 
glaciers and rivers are the foundation of life 
and the economy. To prevent today’s drought 
from becoming tomorrow’s catastrophe, we 
must act with the urgency this emergency 
demands. The time for debate is over; the 
time for decisive action is now.

DHRUV64: India’s First 1.0 Ghz,  
64-Bit Dual-Core Microprocessor

National Programmes like Digital India RISC-V give India the support 
needed to design, test and prototype indigenous chips 

Press Information Bureau

India has achieved a significant mile-
stone in its semiconductor journey 
with the launch of DHRUV64. It is a 
fully indigenous microprocessor devel-
oped by the Centre for Development of 
Advanced Computing (C-DAC) under the 
Microprocessor Development Programme 
(MDP). DHRUV64 provides the nation a 
reliable, homegrown processor technol-
ogy. It is capable of supporting strategic 
and commercial applications. It marks a 
major advancement in India’s pursuit of 
self-reliance in advanced chip design.

Did you know?

Microprocessors are the brains of mod-
ern electronic devices such as mobiles, 
computers, automobiles, medical equip-
ment, defence systems and satellites. 
For India, building and owning such core 
technologies is important to reduce reli-
ance on foreign suppliers and support the 
growing electronics and digital economy.

DHRUV64 is built with modern archi-
tectural features. It delivers higher ef-
ficiency, enhanced multitasking capabil-
ity and improved reliability. Its advanced 
design enables seamless integration with 
a wide range of external hardware sys-
tems. The processor’s modern fabrication 
leverages technologies used for high-
performance chips. This makes DHRUV64 
suitable for sectors such as 5G infrastruc-
ture, automotive systems, consumer elec-
tronics, industrial automation and the 
Internet of Things (IoT).

Strategic Significance of DHRUV64 for 
India

DHRUV64 marks a major milestone 
in India’s efforts to build a secure and 
self-reliant semiconductor ecosystem. It 
strengthens the nation’s indigenous capa-
bility in advanced processor development. 
It supports the critical digital infrastruc-
ture and hence, reduces the long-term de-
pendence on imported microprocessors.

India consumes around 20% of all the 
microprocessors manufactured globally. 
The development of DHRUV64 provides 
India’s large talent base with a fully mod-
ern processor platform for advancement 
of semiconductor ecosystem in India.  

Before DHRUV64, India had already be-
gun expanding its indigenous micropro-
cessor development ecosystem in recent 
years. Key examples include:

SHAKTI (2018, IIT Madras): Designed for 
strategic, space, and defence applications;

AJIT (2018, IIT Bombay): A micro-
processor for industrial and robotics 
applications;

VIKRAM (2025, ISRO–SCL): A processor 
developed for space applications such as 
navigation, guidance, and mission opera-
tions; engineered to withstand extreme 
space conditions;

THEJAS64 (2025, C-DAC): Designed for 
industrial automation.

Developing indigenous processors such 
as the SHAKTI, AJIT, VIKRAM, THEJAS, and 
now the DHRUV64 is strategically signifi-
cant. These processors drive the creation 
of an Indian processor ecosystem.

DHRUV64’s Impact on India’s R&D 
and Innovation

DHRUV64 provides a homegrown 
microprocessor technology designed 
for startups, academia, and industry to 
build, test, and scale indigenous comput-
ing products without relying on foreign 
processors.

DHRUV64 supports prototype 

development for new system architec-
tures at lower cost.

India already has 20% of the world’s 
chip design engineers. DHRUV64 further 
helps in building a strong pipeline of 
skilled semiconductor chip professionals.

The success of DHRUV64 accelerates 
the roadmap for Dhanush and Dhanush+ 
processors. They are now under develop-
ment phase.

Rollout of DHRUV64 and India’s Digital 
India RISC-V (DIR-V) Progress

The Government of India launched the 
Digital India RISC-V (DIR-V) Programme 
to advance the vision of Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat. It aims to establish India as a 
global hub for Electronics System Design 
and Manufacturing (ESDM). The initia-
tive develops a complete portfolio of 
RISC-V–based microprocessors. These 
processors will power applications across 
industry, strategic sectors, and consumer 
technologies.

RISC-V Open Architecture and Its 
Significance for India

RISC-V is an open architecture that pro-
vides a set of instructions for chip design. 
It involves no licence costs, which allows 
wider adoption through shared innova-
tion by industry, start-ups and research 
institutions.

It helps build a complete portfolio of 
indigenous microprocessors under the 
DIR-V Programme for use in various 
sectors.

It encourages shared innovation by 
providing common tools and standards 

for developers, improving collabora-
tion across research organisations and 
companies. 

DHRUV64 Driving India’s Indigenous 
Chip Roadmap

The launch of DHRUV64 marks an 
important step in strengthening India’s 
self-reliant microprocessor ecosystem. 
By utilising open-source architecture, 
DHRUV64 eliminates licence costs. This 
supports long-term deployment across 
platforms.

DHRUV64 is the third chip fabricat-
ed under the DIR-V Programme with 
an overall aim to enable creation of 
Microprocessors for the future in India.

The first chip, THEJAS32, fabricated at 
the Silterra facility in Malaysia.

The second chip, THEJAS64, manufac-
tured domestically at Semiconductor Lab 
(SCL) Mohali.

In addition, the design, implementa-
tion, and fabrication of DHANUSH64 and 
DHANUSH64+ System on a Chip (SoC) 
variants are currently under development.

The rollout of DHRUV64 demonstrates 
India’s growing capability in developing 
indigenous microprocessor technologies. 
The continued progress of the DIR-V ini-
tiative reinforces the nation’s commit-
ment to building a strong microprocessor 
ecosystem.

Institutional Ecosystem Driving 
Processor Development

India’s efforts to build a strong 

semiconductor ecosystem are supported 
by a coordinated institutional framework 
led by key national agencies. These in-
stitutions provide policy direction and 
programme support that enable the de-
sign, and development of indigenous 
processors.

Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY): MeitY plays a cen-
tral role in advancing India’s processor 
and semiconductor initiatives. It guides 
national programmes through policy sup-
port, funding and long-term planning un-
der schemes; such as the Microprocessor 
Development Programme, DIR-V, C2S 
and the India Semiconductor Mission. 
These measures have strengthened the 
country’s design ecosystem and enabled 
steady progress in indigenous processor 
development.

C-DAC: C-DAC leads the design of 
India’s indigenous processors. It creates 
processor Intellectual Properties (IPs), 
System-on-Chips (SoCs), development 
boards and related tools under MeitY’s 
flagship programmes, supporting the 
growth of a complete domestic proces-
sor ecosystem. The organisation is now 
advancing work on the next processors 
in the RISC-V roadmap, Dhanush and 
Dhanush+. These upcoming processors 
are expected to strengthen India’s home-
grown RISC-V ecosystem. It expands the 
range of indigenous options available for 
strategic, and commercial use.

Key National Programmes Supporting 
Indigenous Chip Design

The Government of India has launched 
flagship programmes that strengthen 
design capability, expand research in-
frastructure and encourage innovation 
across academia, startups and industry.

India Semiconductor Mission (ISM): 
The India Semiconductor Mission (ISM), 
launched in December 2021 under Meity, 
provides structured support and works 
with global companies to bring large 
semiconductor investments into the 
country. As of 2025, the mission has ap-
proved ten projects across six states, with 
a total investment commitment of ₹1.60 
lakh crore. Through ISM, India is position-
ing itself as a competitive player in the 
global semiconductor ecosystem.

Digital India RISC-V (DIR-V) 
Programme: The Digital India RISC-V 
(DIR-V) Programme, launched in April, 
2022 has played a central role in ad-
vancing India’s indigenous chip design 
efforts. It enabled the development of 
advanced RISC-V processors in India. The 
programme aims to bring researchers, 
startups and industry into a shared design 
ecosystem, improving collaboration and 
innovation.

Chips to Startup (C2S) Programme: 
The C2S Programme, launched by MeitY 
in 2022, is a capacity-building initiative 
implemented across 113 institutions, 
including 100 academic and R&D organ-
isations and 13 startups and MSMEs. The 
programme has an outlay of ₹250 crore 
for a five-year period. The C2S Programme 
aims to generate 85,000 industry-ready 
manpower and create vibrant fabless chip 
design ecosystem in the country. 

Design Linked Incentive (DLI) Scheme: 
The DLI Scheme, launched in 2021, aims 
to offer financial incentives as well as de-
sign infrastructure support across various 
stages of development and deployment 
of semiconductor design for Integrated 
Circuits (ICs), Chipsets, System on Chips 
(SoCs), Systems & IP Cores and semicon-
ductor linked design over a period of 5 
years.

Indian Nanoelectronics Users 
Programme- idea to innovation (INUP-
i2i): This programme, launched by MeitY, 
gives researchers, students and startups 
access to national nanofabrication fa-
cilities at leading institutions. It provides 
hands-on training in chip and device fab-
rication, helping innovators understand 
how semiconductor components are 
built. A total of 49 familiarization work-
shops, 42 Hands-on-training workshops, 
36 Industrial trainings and 10 Hackathons 
have been conducted. More than 8000 
skilled manpower has been trained and 
around 348 short term and 220 mid-term 
R&D projects are being supported under 
the project.

Conclusion

India’s progress in indigenous proces-
sor development reflects a strong com-
mitment to Aatmanirbhar Bharat in the 
semiconductor sector. DHRUV64  pow-
ered and supported by national pro-
grammes such as DIR-V, C2S, ISM, DLI and 
INUP-i2i, the processor showcases the 
country’s growing capability to design, 
develop and prototype advanced pro-
cessors. With coordinated efforts across 
MeitY, C-DAC, academic institutions 
and industry, India is building the tal-
ent, research strength and infrastructure 
needed for long-term leadership in ad-
vanced technologies. The progress from 
THEJAS32 to DHRUV64, and the ongoing 
development of Dhanush and Dhanush+, 
illustrates a confident national pathway 
toward indigenous processor innovation 
and technological self-reliance.
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Deputy Chief Minister inaugurates 
Rs 10.27 cr road projects in Bhalwal

Centre strengthens citizen 
outreach, focus on J&K, rural areas

J&K Samagra Shiksha 
signs MoU with BISAG-N

DLSA Budgam holds awareness programme 
on NALSA Scheme, Dowry Prohibition Act

DC Doda flags off emergency 
ambulances for remote 
Ghat, Gandoh areas

DC Udhampur conducts 
public outreach, 
grievance redressal camp

Amrit Bharat Station Scheme targets 
redevelopment of 1,337 stations, 4 in J&K

KT News Desk

JAMMU, DECEMBER 17: Deputy 
Chief Minister, Surinder 
Choudhary, Wednesday inaugu-
rated multiple road projects worth 
Rs. 10.27 crore in various areas of 
Bhalwal in Jammu district.

The Deputy Chief Minister, 
as per an official statement was 
accompanied by Chairman DDC 
Jammu, Bharat Bhushan and 
MLA Nagrota, Devyani Rana.

During the tour, the Deputy 
Chief Minister inaugurated the 
newly constructed 2.50-km road 
at New Bridge Julee Simbliwala. 
He also inaugurated a 1.10-km 
road at Dharam Khoo connect-
ing Phagwari, Kamyara, Magotra 
and Mohalla Nallah Wallah in 
Lower Gharota, Jammu.

Similarly, the Deputy Chief 
Minister inaugurated a 1.25-km 
link road from Bhera to Sobka 
via Mohalla Khajuria, Lower 
Gharota, Jammu. He also inau-
gurated a 2.50-km road project 
from Lift Irrigation Batera to 
Behra Panchayat Ghar, Lower 
Gharota, Bhalwal.

Later, the Deputy Chief 
Minister visited Lower Amb, 
Bhalwal, where he inaugurated 
a 22-metre span double-lane 
through-type plate girder bridge 
over the Ranbir Canal.

Terming these projects cru-
cial for hassle-free connectivity, 
the Deputy Chief Minister said 
the construction of these roads 
would significantly enhance the 

accessibility and help upgrade 
the livelihoods of the people 
in the area. He added that the 
completion of these projects has 
fulfilled long-pending demands 
of the local population.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
directed the concerned depart-
ments to expedite the comple-
tion of all other ongoing devel-
opmental works in Bhalwal.

He reiterated that the 
Government is fully committed 
to ensuring seamless connectiv-
ity for the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

During the tour, various pub-
lic deputations met the Deputy 
Chief Minister and expressed 
gratitude for his close moni-
toring of developmental works 
and timely completion of proj-
ects in the area. The locals 
also raised several issues and 
demands.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
gave them a patient hearing 
and assured that all genuine 
issues would be taken up for 
speedy redressal. He said the 
Government remains commit-
ted to timely completion of 
all ongoing projects, including 
those pending for years across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Engineer in Chief, R&B Rajesh 
Gupta, Executive Engineer R&B 
Division, Nagrota, Dardar Khan 
and other senior officers of the 
concerned department also ac-
companied the Deputy Chief 
Minister during the tour.
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New Delhi, December 17: The 
Development Communication 
and Information Dissemination 
(DCID) Scheme is a Central 
Sector Scheme of the Ministry 
of Information and Broadcasting 
aimed at supporting informa-
tion dissemination and citizen 
outreach of Government pro-
grammes, schemes and initia-
tives across the country, includ-
ing Maharashtra and Jammu 
& Kashmir. This was stated by 
the Union Minister of State for 
Information & Broadcasting 
and Parliamentary Affairs, Dr. 
L. Murugan, in a written reply 
to a question in the Lok Sabha 
Wednesday.

The Minister, as per an PIB 
statement, informed that the 
DCID Scheme places special em-
phasis on reaching rural, tribal, 
remote and urban populations 
and is implemented through 
the media units of the Ministry, 
namely the Central Bureau of 
Communication (CBC), Press 
Information Bureau (PIB) and 
the New Media Wing (NMW).

Under the scheme, the Central 
Bureau of Communication 

carries out multiple multime-
dia publicity campaigns to dis-
seminate information about 
key Government initiatives 
such as the Swachh Bharat 
Mission, Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana (Rural and Urban), Jal 
Jeevan Mission and Pradhan 
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi. 
Activity-wise details of expen-
diture incurred under the DCID 
Scheme are available on the 
official website of the Central 
Bureau of Communication.

Dr. Murugan stated that dur-
ing the current financial year, 
the Government has signifi-
cantly enhanced the effective-
ness of the scheme by adopt-
ing a modern, multi-platform 
communication strategy with a 

strong focus on digital outreach 
and local-level engagement. 
Targeted communication cam-
paigns are being undertaken 
across various digital platforms 
to increase outreach among 
youth and other target audienc-
es, in line with the Government 
of India’s Digital Advertisement 
Policy, 2023.

The Minister further informed 
that the Central Bureau of 
Communication plans and ex-
ecutes all media campaigns, in-
cluding those conducted in spe-
cific districts and constituencies 
such as Jalgaon, by aligning com-
munication strategies with the 
requirements of client Ministries 
and the identified target audi-
ence of respective programmes.
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JAMMU, DECEMBER 17: In 
a significant step towards 
strengthening the digital and 
technology enabled edu-
cation, the Department of 
School Education, Samagra 
Shiksha, Jammu and Kashmir 
has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with 
the Bhaskaracharya National 
Institute for Space Applications 
and Geo-Informatics (BISAG-N), 
Ministry of Electronics & 
Information Technology 
(MeitY), Government of India.

The document, as per an 
official statement issued on 
Wednesday, has been signed 
under the guidance of    Ram 
Niwas Sharma, Secretary, 
School Education Department, 
J&K and Bhawani Rakwal, 
Project Director, Samagra 
Shiksha, J&K. It is aimed at to 
facilitate the telecast of edu-
cational content through a 
dedicated DTH Educational TV 
Channel titled “JK e-Pathsha-
la”, using the GSAT-15 satellite 
and Doordarshan DTH plat-
form. The initiative has been 
designed to enhance access 
to quality educational content 
for students across Jammu & 

Kashmir, particularly in re-
mote and underserved areas.

Under the agreement, 
BISAG-N will provide com-
prehensive technical support 
for the launch, operation and 
uninterrupted transmission 
of the channel including in-
frastructure setup, licensing, 
skilled manpower, mainte-
nance and satellite transmis-
sion. The channel will broad-
cast both recorded and live 
educational programmes using 
advanced MPEG-4 technology.

The Department of School 
Education, Samagra Shiksha, 
Jammu and Kashmir, will be 
responsible for content de-
velopment, academic plan-
ning, quality assurance and 
curricular alignment, ensur-
ing meaningful and engaging 
learning experiences for the 
students. The content will also 
be streamed simultaneously 
on digital and social media 
platforms to widen outreach.

This collaboration is ex-
pected to play transforma-
tive role in strengthening the 
digital education ecosystem of 
Jammu & Kashmir besides em-
powering the learners through 
innovative and accessible edu-
cational delivery mechanisms.

Satish Sharma 
inspects RTO 
Office Srinagar
KT News Desk

SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 17: Minister for Food, 
Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs (FCS&CA), 
Transport, Information Technology, Youth 
Services and Sports, Satish Sharma, Wednesday 
conducted an extensive inspection of the 
Regional Transport Office (RTO), Srinagar to 
review its functioning and assess the quality of 
public service delivery.

During the visit, the Minister, as per an of-
ficial statement, took stock of various services 
being provided to the general public includ-
ing issuance of driving licences, vehicle regis-
trations and other transport-related facilities. 
He interacted with the officers and staff of 
the department and sought feedback on op-
erational challenges and public grievances.

Emphasizing transparent, efficient and 
citizen-centric governance, the Minister di-
rected the officers to ensure time-bound de-
livery of services and maintain a hassle-free 
environment for the public. He stressed the 
need for strengthening the digital systems to 
minimise delays and enhance accountability 
in transport services.

The Minister also underlined the impor-
tance of courteous behavior towards the citi-
zens. He instructed the officials to address the 
public grievances promptly while adhering 
strictly to the set rules and procedures.

RTO Kashmir Qazi Irfan, ARTOs  and other 
senior officers of the Transport Department 
were present at the time of visit.
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BUDGAM, DECEMBER 17: District 
Legal Services Authority (DLSA) 
Budgam, under the aegis of the 
Jammu & Kashmir Legal Services 
Authority (JKLSA), organized an 
Awareness Programme on NALSA 
(Effective implementation of pov-
erty Alleviation Schemes 2015 
and legal Provisions of Dowry 
Prohibition Act) in collabora-
tion Social Welfare Department 
Budgam.

The primary goal of the 
program was to inform and 
empower beneficiaries about 
available welfare schemes, 
ensuring they can access ben-
efits, and also address legal as-
pects of the Dowry Prohibition 
Act, creating broad awareness 
against social evils.

To mark the occasion, DLSA 
Budgam, as per an official state-
ment, deputed Deputy LADC 
and Assistant LADC as resource 
persons. In their addresses, 
they delivered insightful pre-
sentations aimed at enhancing 
understanding and awareness 
among the participants. Deputy 
LADC, elaborated on the NALSA 
Scheme, 2015, a comprehen-
sive framework formulated 
by the National Legal Services 
Authority to ensure that per-
sons living in poverty effec-
tively access government anti-
poverty and welfare schemes. 
He highlighted that the scheme 
focuses on the identification of 
eligible beneficiaries, provision 
of legal aid and support, and es-
tablishment of a robust moni-
toring and review mechanism. 
Emphasis was laid on address-
ing multidimensional poverty 
through access to healthcare, 

housing, education, and social 
inclusion.

 He further underscored the 
importance of outreach and 
awareness programmes to 
educate marginalized commu-
nities about available welfare 
schemes and legal remedies, 
along with close coordination 
with concerned Government 
Departments to ensure smooth 
and timely delivery of benefits, 
with adequate flexibility to ad-
dress local and region-specific 
needs. He also elaborated on 
the legal provisions of the 
Dowry Prohibition Act, empha-
sizing its objectives, scope, and 

statutory safeguards.
Awareness programmes are 

organized to educate the pub-
lic about the provisions of the 
Dowry Prohibition Act and the 
rights of women concerning 
maintenance. Additionally, 
legal advice and free legal aid 
are extended to individuals 
facing dowry-related harass-
ment or seeking maintenance 
through appropriate legal 
remedies.

The programme concluded 
successfully, witnessing active 
and enthusiastic participation 
from individuals belonging to 
marginalized communities.
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New Delhi, December 17: 
The Ministry of Railways has 
launched the Amrit Bharat 
Station Scheme (ABSS) with 
a long-term vision for re-
development and modern-
ization of railway stations 
across the country through 
phased implementation 
of comprehensive master 
plans. This was stated by the 
Union Minister of Railways, 
Information & Broadcasting 
and Electronics & 
Information Technology, 
Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, in a 
reply to a question in the Lok 
Sabha.

Under the scheme, as 
per a PIB statement, a total 
of 1,337 railway stations 
have been identified so 
far for redevelopment. Of 
these, four stations are lo-
cated in Jammu & Kashmir, 
namely Budgam, Jammu 
Tawi, Martyr Captain 
Tushar Mahajan and Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi Katra. 
In Jharkhand, 57 stations 
have been selected, while 
80 stations have been iden-
tified in Madhya Pradesh, 
including stations falling 

under Shahdol and Sidhi 
Lok Sabha Constituencies.

The Amrit Bharat Station 
Scheme focuses on prepar-
ing station-specific master 
plans and executing them 
in phases to improve pas-
senger amenities and over-
all station infrastructure.

Union Minister in-
formed that the planned 
interventions include im-
provement of station ac-
cess and circulating areas, 
integration of stations 
with both sides of cities, 
enhancement of station 
buildings, waiting halls, 
toilets, seating arrange-
ments and drinking wa-
ter facilities, provision of 
wider foot overbridges or 
air concourses based on 
passenger traffic, installa-
tion of lifts, escalators and 
ramps, improved platform 
surfaces and shelters, ki-
osks for local products 
under initiatives such as 
‘One Station One Product’, 
parking and multimodal 
integration, amenities for 
Divyangjans, improved 
passenger information 
systems, executive lounges 
and landscaping.

The scheme also envis-
ages sustainable and en-
vironment-friendly solu-
tions and development of 
stations as city centres in 
the long term to promote 
economic activities around 
station areas.

So far, works have been 
completed at 160 stations 
across Indian Railways, 
while substantial progress 
has been achieved at sev-
eral others. In Jammu & 
Kashmir, significant works 
have been completed at 
Budgam, Jammu Tawi and 
Martyr Captain Tushar 
Mahajan stations, with 
additional facilities cur-
rently under execution. In 
Jharkhand, stations such 
as Muri Junction, Orga, 
Bano and Gangaghat have 
seen completion of major 
components, with finish-
ing and allied works un-
derway. In the Shahdol Lok 
Sabha Constituency, sta-
tions including Anuppur, 
Bijuri, Shahdol and Umaria 
have recorded notable 
progress, while works 
have also commenced at 
Bargawan station in Sidhi 
Lok Sabha Constituency, 

he added.
The Minister informed 

that further development, 
redevelopment, upgrada-
tion and modernization 
of railway stations is a 
continuous process and is 
undertaken based on in-
ter-se priorities, category 
of stations and availabil-
ity of funds. Master plan-
ning under the scheme is 
an iterative process, and 
timelines for comple-
tion cannot be indicated 
at this stage due to the 
complexity of works, 
statutory clearances and 
operational challenges as-
sociated with brownfield 
projects.

Redevelopment of sta-
tions under the Amrit 
Bharat Station Scheme is 
generally funded under 
Plan Head–53 ‘Customer 
Amenities’. For the finan-
cial year 2025–26, a fund 
allocation of ₹12,118 
crore has been made un-
der this plan head, against 
which an expenditure of 
₹7,253 crore has been 
incurred up to October 
2025, the Union Minister 
concluded.
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UDHAMPUR, DECEMBER 17: To 
strengthen the grievance redressal 
mechanism at the grassroots level, 
Deputy Commissioner Udhampur 
Saloni Rai Wednesday conducted 
a public outreach cum grievance 
redressal camp at  Panchayat 
Sira-A - a far-flung area in Block 
Latti–Marothi.

En-route, the Deputy 
Commissioner, as per an official 
statement inaugurated a honey 
processing unit of Sudhmahadev 
Honey Producer Cooperative Ltd 
at village Chourt, established 
under the Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme. The 
scheme offers 50 per cent subsidy 
to promote local entrepreneurship 
and enhancing farmers’ income.

At the Camp, local residents 
and former PRI members from 
the adjoining Panchayats high-
lighted a range of demands 
including construction of a 
Community Marriage Hall,  mo-
torable road to the Health and 
Awareness Centre at Sira, foot-
bridge at Ward No. 3, establish-
ment of a Patwar Khana at the 
Panchayat level and creation of a 
Medical Block at Latti.

 Other key demands included 
establishment of an ITI at Latti, 
availability of adequate staff, in-
troduction of Commerce faculty 
at Higher Secondary School Latti, 
posting of a Veterinary Doctor at 
Latti, upgradation of PHC Latti 
to CHC, construction of a play-
ground, introduction of SRTC bus 
services from Dudu to Jammu 
and Ramnagar to Udhampur, 
establishment of an SBI branch, 
maintenance of various roads, 
installation of electricity poles 
for newly constructed PMAY 
houses, and upgradation of High 
School Sira to Higher Secondary 
level.

After patiently hearing the is-
sues and demands, the Deputy 
Commissioner assured early re-
dressal of all genuine grievances 
of the public. She also directed 
officers of line departments to 
organize awareness camps in the 
area to educate and encourage 
people to avail the benefits of  
government schemes.

 The Deputy Commissioner 
emphasized that the core aim 
of the public outreach is to bring 
the administration closer to the 
rural population and ensure in-
clusive development.
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DODA, DECEMBER 17: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Doda, 
Harvinder Singh Wednesday 
flagged off two emergency 
health care ambulance servic-
es for the remote areas of Ghat 
and Gandoh from DC Office 
Complex Doda, marking a sig-
nificant step towards strength-
ening emergency medical ser-
vices in the district.

The initiative aims to en-
sure timely medical assis-
tance, particularly for pa-
tients in far-flung and hilly 
areas where access to health-
care facilities has remained a 
challenge.

The flag-off ceremony, as 
per an official statement, 
was attended by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner; 
Anil Kumar Thakur; Chief 
Planning Officer; Manesh 
Kumar Manhas; Chief 
Medical Officer; Dr. Tanvir 
Ahmed, Block Medical Officer 
Gandoh; Dr. Farooq Salim, 
BMO Ghat; Dr. Abdul Gaffur 
Ahmed besides other officers 
and officials of the district 

administration and Health 
Department.

The newly inducted am-
bulances are equipped with 
essential emergency medical 
facilities and are expected to 
significantly reduce response 
time during critical situations.

The Deputy Commissioner 
said that the demand for am-
bulances in Ghat and Gandoh 
was pending for a long time 
and keeping public welfare 
as the top priority, the district 
administration took the initia-
tive to provide these services.

The DC further informed that 
the district administration is 
fully geared up to implement 
the Government of India’s 
flagship outreach initiative 
“Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore,” aimed 
at resolving genuine public is-
sues, demands and grievances 
at the grassroots level.

The week-long campaign 
would commence from 
December 19, 2025 and con-
tinue till Dec 25. Listing the 
government pension and wel-
fare schemes, he said these are 
meant to provide social secu-
rity to eligible beneficiaries.
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LG Sinha calls

the needs of the people, industry, trade, and 
business, and it must be ensured that their 
voices are heard. There is also a need to main-
tain the balance between industrial growth 
and social welfare initiatives.”

He underlined the challenges and opportu-
nities before India in a rapidly evolving global 
landscape and the critical role of policy makers 
and business leaders in steering the nation to-
wards sustained and inclusive growth.

“India stands at a crucial juncture where vi-
sionary leadership, sound policy frameworks 
and strategic planning are essential to realise 
the goal of becoming a developed nation by the 
centenary of Independence,” LG Sinha said.

He stressed that macroeconomic stability 
must remain a top priority, coupled with high 
and sustained investment in education and 
health to build a skilled, productive and resil-
ient population.

Highlighting the importance of governance 
reforms, LG Sinha said, “Digital tools, partici-
patory governance, transparency and account-
ability will play a decisive role in ensuring ef-
ficient delivery of public services.”

He said that speedy project implementation 
and outcome-oriented administration are vital 
to meet the aspirations of a growing popula-
tion and to ensure balanced and all-round 
development.

The Lieutenant Governor said, “Technological 
advancements offer immense opportunities to 
improve governance, enhance citizen engage-
ment and optimise resource utilisation.”

He called upon policy makers and business 
leaders to work in close coordination, lever-
aging innovation and strategic management 
practices to drive economic growth, improve 
competitiveness and generate employment.

The Lieutenant Governor reiterated that 
achieving Viksit Bharat by 2047 would require 
long-term vision, policy consistency and strong 
institutional capacity.

He urged stakeholders to focus on evi-
dence-based policymaking, strategic foresight 
and continuous capacity building to address 
emerging global and domestic challenges.

“Wherever I go, I see that our great nation 
is on the move towards progress and prosper-
ity. Our manufacturing and services sectors are 
showing impressive growth and there is a re-
newed confidence among industry leaders to 
take on the challenge of the rest of the world. 
I also see our village industries, Handloom and 
Handicraft sector competing with the best. PM 
Modi’s clarion call for Swadeshi has given fresh 
impetus to this sector,” LG Sinha added.

“Inclusive and equitable growth lies at the 
core of the Prime Minister’s vision. The gov-
ernment policies have focused on job creation, 
support for small businesses, increased public 
investment, and financial empowerment of the 
middle class and entrepreneurs, ensuring that 
the economic progress benefits every citizen,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor reaffirmed his re-
solve to ensure that the benefits of programs 
like Modern India and Digital India reach the 
citizens on the last ladder of development.

“Decentralized governance has brought 
about significant positive change, and con-
tinuous efforts are being made to ensure that 
policies are not merely on paper but are re-
sponsive, morally sound, and action-oriented, 
thereby shaping the commitment to a people-
first approach,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

He underlined the need to boost revenue by 
tapping into Jammu Kashmir UT’s vast but un-
derutilized mining sector. “J&K holds immense 
potential in Limestone, Sapphire, Lithium and 
other minerals. With strategic planning, in the 
next 5-7 years, we can generate an additional 
annual revenue of Rs 15,000 crore to Rs 20,000 
crore,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

He also called for maximizing the Hydro 
Power sector, and suggested necessary amend-
ments to the Holistic Agriculture Development 
Program (HADP) to ensure it meets evolving 
economic needs.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor 
unveiled the Basohli Painting Exhibition. The 
event also marked the valedictory session of 
Basohli Painting workshop and felicitation 
of Basohli Painting artists by the Lieutenant 
Governor.

“Basohli Painting is our priceless artistic her-
itage which holds immense value for present 
and future generations. I commend IIM Jammu 
and the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the 
Arts (IGNCA) for the unique initiative,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The conference provided a platform for 
thought leaders, policy experts and industry 
representatives to deliberate on strategies for 
sustainable development, good governance 
and economic transformation, in alignment 
with the national vision of a developed and 
self-reliant India by 2047.

Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu; R 
K Chaudhary, Chairman, Joint Electricity 
Regulatory Commission, J&K and Ladakh; 
Subash Chandra Meena, Economic Advisor 
NITI Aayog; Prof. Arunaditya Sahay, Founding 

Chairman, Strategic Management Forum (SMF); 
Ramesh Kumar, Divisional Commissioner 
Jammu; Shruti Awasthi, Regional Director, 
IGNCA; academicians, policymakers, research-
ers, industry leaders, artists and students at-
tended the inaugural session. (KNO)

Omar slams Nitish
organise these activities, we have no prob-

lem. However, it must be done safely. What 
often happens is that people without proper 
knowledge or experience bring equipment 
and start conducting rock climbing. As you 
may have seen recently in Uttarakhand, dur-
ing a bungee-jumping incident, the rope was 
not properly secured and the person fell to the 
ground. We do not want such incidents here, 
where lives are at risk. Therefore, we will in-
troduce such activities only with proper safety 
and security measures.”

‘OPEN EXISTING AND VISIBLE TOURIST 
DESTINATIONS’

On opening hidden tourist destinations, CM 
Omar said existing and visible destinations 
should be prioritized first.

“First, open the destinations that are right 
in front of us. Many places are still closed. On 
one hand, we talk about promoting tourism, 
and on the other hand, these areas remain in-
accessible. For example, in Gulmarg, the left 
side of the Gondola is closed; Doodhpathri is 
completely closed; Drang is not accessible; 
Ferozpora Nallah was also closed earlier. These 
places should be opened first,” he said.

‘J&K INHERITED FINANCIAL CONSTRAINTS’
Responding to Union Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman’s remarks on fiscal dis-
cipline, CM Omar said Jammu and Kashmir 
continues to function under inherited financial 
constraints.

“We are running the system with what we 
have inherited. J&K is not financially self-re-
liant and remains heavily dependent on the 
Government of India. Earlier, as a state, we 
received a share of central taxes, but after be-
coming a Union Territory, that share stopped, 
increasing pressure on our budget,” he said.

However, CM Omar asserted that his gov-
ernment has maintained “financial discipline.” 
“Despite these challenges, over the past 15–16 
months, there has been no financial negli-
gence. If anyone can point out even a single in-
stance where public money has been misused, 
I am ready to be held accountable,” he added.

PDD DIRECTED TO MINIMIZE POWER CUTS
On electricity shortages in far-flung areas, 

CM Omar said it would be incorrect to claim 
that there is no electricity.

“You cannot say there is no electricity, no 
water, no snow, no rain, or no water in rivers. 
There have been slightly more power cuts, but 
the department has been instructed to mi-
nimise unscheduled cuts as much as possible. I 
also make a humble appeal to the people to use 
electricity judiciously,” he said. (KNO)

Former min
December 28, 2020.
Taj, who previously served as a cabinet min-

ister in the PDP-Congress government and 
the NC-Congress government, was elected as 
a DDC member after defeating the Peoples 
Conference candidate.

“Yes, I didn’t attend any meeting,” Taj 
confirmed to news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO). When asked why, he said: “I 
didn’t have any specific reason to do so.”

Although he skipped all council meetings, 
Taj did turn up to cast his vote in the election 
for DDC chairperson and vice-chairperson on 
February 13, 2021.

Taj, a two-term MLA from Uri, served as a 
cabinet minister in the PDP–Congress gov-
ernment from 2002 to 2008 and in the NC–
Congress regime from 2009 to 2014. He lost the 
2024 Assembly election from Uri to NC’s Sajad 
Shafi Uri when he contested as an independent 
backed by Altaf Bukhari’s Apni Party. Recently, 
Taj returned to the Congress.

His absence from all council meetings for the 
past four years and ten months has raised seri-
ous questions about the rationale and wisdom 
behind his decision to contest the election.

“Why should anyone contest an election if he 
or she is not willing to shoulder the responsi-
bility that follows? It is baffling that a sitting 
DDC member has not attended any meeting 
of the council for nearly five years. The coun-
cil is the only appropriate forum where a DDC 
member can represent his constituents,” said a 
politician, wishing not to be named.

As per the Jammu & Kashmir Panchayati Raj 
Act, the chairperson is required to convene at 
least four meetings of the DDC in a financial 
year, one in each quarter. The Act also provides 
that failure to attend three consecutive meet-
ings of the council by the chairperson or vice-
chairperson can be grounds for moving a no-
confidence motion against them.

While the Act specifies action against the 
chairperson or vice-chairperson for failing to 
attend meetings, it does not explicitly mention 
removal of ordinary members for absenteeism. 
(KNO)

Cold wave prevails,
minus 1.8°C yesterday.
In Qazigund temperature fell to minus 3.0°C 

from minus 2.2°C, in Pahalgam it dropped to 
minus 2.8°C from minus 2.6°C, in Kupwara 
temperature decreased to minus 2.2°C from 
minus 1.8°C, in Kokernag it rose to minus 0.1°C 
from minus 0.6°C, in Gulmarg it rose to 1.6°C 
from 0.5°C.

Pampore recorded the temperature at minus 
4.0°C, at Srinagar Airport temperature plum-
meted to minus 2.6°C from minus 2.0°C, in 
Awantipora it fell to minus 3.2°C from minus 
2.6°C, in Budgam it improved to minus 2.6°C 
from minus 2.8°C.

In Anantnag temperature dropped to minus 
4.2°C from minus 3.3°C, in Baramulla it fell to 
minus 3.5°C from minus 2.9°C, in Bandipora it 
remained at minus 2.2°C, in Pulwama it fell to 
minus 4.4°C from minus 4.0°C, in Shopian tem-
perature decreased to minus 4.4°C from minus 
3.8°C, in Kulgam it rose to 0.1°C from minus 
0.5°C.

In Ganderbal temperature fell to minus 1.4°C 
from minus 1.2°C, in Sonamarg it rose to 0.6°C 
from minus 1.3°C, and Zojila Pass recorded 
temperature of minus 16.0°C against minus 
17.0°C yesterday.

In the Jammu region, Jammu recorded 9.0°C 
today compared with 8.4°C yesterday, Banihal 
3.4°C against 1.7°C, Batote 7.6°C against 7.1°C, 
Katra 11.1°C against 10.4°C, Bhaderwah 3.4°C 
against 2.9°C, Kathua 8.2°C against 8.8°C.

Jammu Airport 9.4°C against 6.9°C, 
Udhampur 3.3°C against 4.0°C, Ramban 5.6°C 
against 4.6°C, Samba 4.1°C against 3.5°C, 
Rajouri 1.8°C against 1.0°C, Kishtwar 7.6°C 
against 8.3°C, Reasi 7.4°C against 6.5°C, and 
Doda data was not available today.

In Ladakh, Leh recorded minus 6.3°C against 
minus 4.8°C yesterday, Kargil minus 5.8°C 
against minus 4.2°C, and Nubra Valley minus 
5.0°C against minus 1.9°C.

Meanwhile, the Meteorological Department 
predicted light to moderate snow over higher 
reaches of the Kashmir division and light rain 
at several places in Jammu and Kashmir from 
the night of December 20 to late afternoon or 
evening of December 21.

Light snow is expected at isolated higher 
reaches on December 22, followed by partly 
cloudy weather from December 23 to 29.

It issued an advisory warning that light to 
moderate snow and sub-zero temperatures 
over higher reaches and important passes 
may make roads slippery during the night of 
December 20 and on December 21.

Travelers and transporters have been ad-
vised to follow traffic and administrative in-
structions. (KNO)

Climate change
J&K Tourism Department officials, Union 

Tourism Ministry’s Suman Billah, among 
others.

The Chief Minister began his address on a 
personal note, recalling the rock piece from 
Mount Everest presented to him at the event 
and said it would remain one of the most mem-
orable gifts he had ever received. “I touched the 
summit of Mount Everest sitting comfortably 
in this hall,” he quipped, drawing laughter from 
the audience.

Omar thanked ATOAI President, Ajit Bajaj, 
for his persistence and passion in bringing 
the ATOAI convention to Jammu and Kashmir. 
“Files in government sometimes stop moving 
entirely,” he said, “but Bajaj’s determination 
ensured we made it here. I’d say 95% of the 
credit goes to him and his team.”

Pivoting to his core message, the Chief 
Minister underscored the urgent threat of 
climate change to Kashmir’s adventure tour-
ism. “Jammu and Kashmir is ideally placed as 
a destination for adventure tourism. We were 
skiing in Gulmarg before independence, when 
the British installed our first ski lift. But today, 
the reality of climate change can no longer be 
ignored,” he said.

While snow remains central to Kashmir’s al-
lure, Omar said the state must diversify adven-
ture offerings, from paragliding and trekking to 
whitewater rafting, mountaineering and bal-
looning, to make Jammu and Kashmir a “year-
round adventure destination”.

“We recently trained a batch of paraglid-
ing instructors and pilots. Hot air ballooning 
has started modestly, but we hope to expand. 
Adventure tourism can take people into areas 
that wouldn’t otherwise see regular tourist 
traffic,” he added.

The CM said that while leisure and MICE 
tourism remain important, “adventure tour-
ism opens doors to unexplored geographies, 
creating local livelihoods and connecting 
communities.”

Stressing the balance between thrill and 
safety, Abdullah said, “Adventure tourism is not 
another word for organised suicide. It’s about 
excitement done responsibly, sustainably and 
repeatably. There must be adrenaline, yes, but 
not recklessness.”

He lauded ATOAI’s efforts in developing na-
tional safety guidelines for adventure tourism, 

promising the government’s full cooperation.
“Those who entrust their lives to us must be 

returned safely to their families, maybe with a 
little more heartbeat, but nothing more harm-
ful than that,” he shared, drawing laughter 
from the audience.

The CM reiterated the government’s com-
mitment to supporting operators, improving 
safety protocols and ensuring that Kashmir 
remains a trusted, innovative destination for 
adventure seekers.

Omar said the future of tourism in Jammu 
and Kashmir depends on sustainable action, 
not slogans. “We must protect the very land-
scapes that people come to experience. If we 
don’t act now, the adventure tourism we enjoy 
today might vanish before our children get to 
see it. Let’s ensure we pass on not just memo-
ries but mountains, snow, and rivers still alive.” 
(KNO) 

‘Can’t sell Gulmarg
sell glaciers for ice climbing if those glaciers 

melt. We see them receding before our eyes.”
He recalled how the Thajwas glacier near 

Sonamarg has dramatically retreated within 
his lifetime, underscoring that climate change 
is no longer a distant concern but a visible cri-
sis for the region’s tourism economy.

“If Gulmarg were a private ski destina-
tion rather than government-supported, it 
might have ceased to exist today,” Omar said. 
“We barely get snow for a month or a month 
and a half now, whereas we used to ski from 
December till March.”

To counter this, the CM said the government 
is actively considering the use of “artificial 
snow-making systems” to extend ski seasons. 
“We have sub-zero temperatures but lack pre-
cipitation. That’s where new technology can 
help,” he added, urging industry stakeholders 
to innovate for survival.

Abdullah said the shrinking snow cover 
poses a challenge to J&K’s traditional winter 
calendar and called for diversifying adventure 
offerings beyond skiing, including paragliding, 
whitewater rafting, mountaineering, trekking 
and hot air ballooning to position Jammu and 
Kashmir as a year-round adventure destination.

He said the government has already trained 
a new batch of paragliding pilots and instruc-
tors and plans to expand aerial adventure ac-
tivities in the near future. “Adventure tourism 
opens doors to unexplored geographies, creat-
ing livelihoods and connecting communities,” 
he said.

The Chief Minister further stressed the need 
for responsible and safe adventure tourism, 
remarking that “adventure tourism is not an-
other word for organised suicide. It’s about 
excitement done responsibly, sustainably, and 
repeatably.”

Lauding ATOAI for framing national safety 
guidelines, Omar said the J&K government will 
work closely with the association to ensure 
that all adventure activities meet global safety 
standards.

“This year has tested us in ways not of our 
making, from Pahalgam to unseasonal rains 
and the Delhi blast, yet our tourism industry 
has shown remarkable resilience,” he said, 
praising operators and stakeholders for “keep-
ing the wheels turning in uncertain times”.

Reiterating his government’s commitment to 
sustainability, the CM said, “We must protect 
the very landscapes people come to experi-
ence. If we don’t act now, the adventure tour-
ism we enjoy today might vanish before our 
children get to see it. Let’s ensure we pass on 
not just memories but mountains, snow and 
rivers still alive.” (KNO)

‘J&K relies on
will reduce drastically once smart meters are 

installed across the UT. “Currently, we are fac-
ing major losses because of the consumer pil-
ferage and flat rates in 60 percent of the areas.”

“J&K has inadequate infrastructure as of 
now,” he said.

Earlier this week KNO reported that Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh is likely to witness a 
power deficit of more than 34 percent in the 
month of December.

The official documents in this regard show-
ing the anticipated power supply position in 
the northern region for December-2025 said 
that Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh is likely 
to have a power shortage of 34.2 percent.

The official figures reveal that there is an 
availability of just 2460 Megawatts (MWs) 
against a requirement of 3737 MWs in Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh. It also reveals that 
there is a shortage of 1277 MWs. (KNO)

Army inducts
Jammu region to Anantnag, demonstrating 

enhanced mobility and logistics capability.
The Army, per news agency—Kashmir News 

Observer (KNO), said the move was achieved 
in close coordination with the Ministry of 
Railways, highlighting the transformative im-
pact of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail 
Link in enabling rapid logistics build-up.

“Enhancing Capabilities Along the Borders. 
The Indian Army achieved a major logistics 

milestone on 16 December 2025 with the in-
duction of tanks and artillery guns into the 
Kashmir Valley by a Military Special Train. As 
part of the validation exercise, tanks, artillery 
guns and dozers were successfully moved from 
the Jammu Region to Anantnag, Kashmir dem-
onstrating enhanced mobility and logistical ca-
pability,” it said.

It added; “This milestone was achieved in 
close coordination with Railway ministry, 
underscoring the transformative impact of 
the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link 
(USBRL) project in enabling rapid logistics 
build-up and strengthening operational readi-
ness along the Northern Borders”. (KNO)

Adventure tourism
foundation of our competitiveness.”
He stressed that all operators must strictly 

follow standard operating procedures, ensure 
certified guides, use approved equipment and 
adopt continuous learning from incidents and 
near-misses.

He also called for the establishment of des-
tination management systems where govern-
ment, operators and service providers coordi-
nate to manage carrying capacity, seasonality 
and emergency response planning effectively.

Outlining his vision, Billa proposed develop-
ing ‘structured Himalayan trekking trails’ with 
graded difficulty levels, designated campsites, 
and proper exit points.

“This doesn’t require large funds but better 
planning and coordination,” he said, stress-
ing that custodianship of such trails must rest 
with local communities to ensure long-term 
sustainability.

He further suggested expanding into soft 
adventure tourism, such as light treks, cycling 
and moderate outdoor activities to attract 
larger markets and reduce dependence on sea-
sonal, high-end segments.

“Not everyone wants to scale Everest. Many 
want to experience nature through accessible 
adventure that’s where the commercial oppor-
tunity lies,” he said.

Billa also called for creating a national regis-
try of trained adventure professionals to make 
talent easily accessible to operators across the 
country and for introducing structured certi-
fication programs that allow guides to work 
across states.

He also urged governments to streamline 
approvals. “We need clear-cut rules and a 
framework-based system where permis-
sions within identified adventure zones are 
automatic, as long as conditions are met,” he 
said.

Billa proposed setting up predictable rescue 
protocols, local response teams and working 
closely with the insurance industry to ensure 
full coverage for both domestic and interna-
tional adventurers.

Calling for stronger government–indus-
try partnerships, Billa said both must share 
responsibility, the government to provide 
infrastructure and frameworks and the 
industry to ensure professionalism and 
self-regulation.

“All adventure tourism must be rooted in 
sustainability. Communities must be seen as 
partners, not bystanders. Waste management, 
net-zero practices and responsible tourism 
should define the way forward,” he said.

Billa also said the Indian model of adventure 
tourism must rest on three essential pillars, 
‘safety, sustainability and resilience’. “Meeting 
here in Srinagar, under the leadership of our 
Honourable Chief Minister, sends a strong na-
tional and international message that tourism 
in India is alive, thriving and growing stronger 
despite challenges. If tourism has to grow, ad-
venture tourism must be one of its most vital 
pillars,” he said. (KNO)

100 pc electrification
Jammu and Kashmir is listed among the 

States and Union Territories that have success-
fully reached the full electrification of existing 
BG routes.

The Ministry clarified that near-total elec-
trification is aimed at improving operational 
efficiency, reducing dependence on diesel trac-
tion, and supporting environment-friendly rail 
transport, including in difficult and hilly ter-
rains such as Jammu and Kashmir.

It further said that all new railway lines and 
multi-tracking projects are being sanctioned 
and executed with electrification provisions, 
ensuring that future rail expansion in Jammu 
and Kashmir remains fully electric.

The government added, “The railway 
electrification has brought down fuel con-
sumption considerably at the national level, 
besides improving train performance and 
reliability. All this is expected to benefit pas-
senger and freight movement in Jammu and 
Kashmir.”

The speed and completion of electrification 
projects depend on factors like terrain, weather 
conditions and statutory clearances, said the 
Ministry. It further stresses that the electrified 
network will play a pivotal role in making con-
nectivity and mobility in Jammu and Kashmir 
better. (KNO)

ABVP delegation calls on LG Sinha 

KT News Desk

Jammu, Dec 17: A delegation 
of Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad led by Tilak Thakur, 

Organising Secretary ABVP 
J&K called on Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Wednesday.

A delegation of residents 

of Village Lalyal, Marh led by 
Sukhnandan Choudhary, for-
mer Minister and senior BJP 
Leader also called on LG Manoj 
Sinha.

Health Secy reviews winter preparedness; 
calls for seamless patient-care
KT News Desk

Srinagar, Dec 17: Secretary Health 
& Medical Education Department, 
Dr. Syed Abid Rasheed Shah, on 
Wednesday conducted a compre-
hensive review of department’s 
winter preparedness plan to ensure 
uninterrupted healthcare delivery 
across Jammu & Kashmir, particu-
larly in snow-bound and hard-to-
reach areas.

Emphasising that healthcare 
delivery in difficult terrains during 

winter remains a top priority, Dr. 
Abid Rasheed issued a series of clear 
and time-bound directives aimed at 
safeguarding the public health dur-
ing the forthcoming winter months.

The Secretary directed the 
Managing Director, Jammu & Kashmir 
Medical Supplies Corporation Limited 
(JKMSCL), to continuously monitor 
the DVDMS portal. He asked them to 
ensure adequate stocking and timely 
distribution of the Essential Drug List 
(EDL), with special focus on high-
altitude and snow-bound areas. He 

stressed that all possibilities of drug 
shortages during winter must be 
completely ruled out and a proactive 
approach is maintained to ensure an 
uninterrupted medicine supply chain.

Calling for immediate measures to 
strengthen the healthcare manpower, 
Dr. Abid directed for augmentation 
of staff through NHM in these dis-
tricts. The Managing Director, National 
Health Mission (NHM) was instructed 
to rationalise the staff to critical loca-
tions, ensuring 24×7 functioning of all 
health institutions.

The Secretary further under-
scored the need for a robust and 
well-coordinated patient evacua-
tion plan, with special attention to 
pregnant women and other high-
risk patients. He directed to ensure 
that ASHA workers and Female 
Multipurpose Health Workers 
(FMPHWs) of the Family Welfare 
Department undertake Expected 
Date of Delivery (EDD)-based 
priority line listing of expecting 
mothers to facilitate timely refer-
rals and evacuations.
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India, Ethiopia natural 

partners in regional peace, 

security, connectivity: PM Modi 
 PTI

Addis Ababa, Dec 17: India and Ethi-
opia are "natural partners" in region-
al peace, security and connectivity, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said 
on Wednesday in his address to the 
Ethiopian Parliament.

Modi, who arrived in Ethiopia on 
Tuesday on his maiden bilateral visit, 
addressed a joint session of the East 
African nation's parliament.

This was the 18th parliament in the 
world that Prime Minister Modi has 
addressed.

"Ethiopia sits at a crossroads of 
Africa. India stands at the heart of the 
Indian Ocean. We are natural part-
ners in regional peace, security and 
connectivity," the prime minister said.

"Our commitment to mutual secu-
rity became stronger with the signing 
of a defence cooperation agreement 
earlier this year. This arrangement 
focuses on closer military coopera-
tion," he said.

Asserting that India and Ethiopia 
share "warmth in climate as well as in 
spirit", Modi said that the ancestors of 
the two nations exchanged ideas and 
way of life, and not just goods.

He said that both nations under-
stand that democracy is a way of life 
and a journey. "It is shaped sometimes 
by debate, sometimes by disagree-
ment, but always by belief in the rule 
of law." The prime minister said that 
when the wheel of the state moves in 
harmony with the people, the wheel 
of progress moves forward with hope 
and purpose.

Speaking about the Global South, 
Modi said the region is writing its 
own destiny, and India and Ethiopia 
share a vision for it. "Our vision is of 

a world where the Global South rises 
not against anyone, but for everyone," 
he said.

We stand together and work for a 
world which is more just, equal and 
peaceful, he said, adding that the 
world cannot move forward if its sys-
tems remain locked in the past.

He also thanked Ethiopia for its 
solidarity in strengthening the global 
fight against terrorism.

Underscoring the civilisational ties 
between India and Ethiopia, Modi 
said that both the countries com-
bine ancient wisdom with modern 
ambition.

"Our emotions for our motherland 
also reflect our shared perspectives. 
India's national song, 'Vande Mat-
aram', and the Ethiopian national 
anthem both refer to our land as the 
mother."  They inspire us to take pride 
in the heritage, culture, beauty, and 
protect the motherland, he said.

As developing countries, India and 
Ethiopia have a lot to learn from and 

offer to each other, Modi said.
"Indian companies are among 

the largest investors in Ethiopia. 
They have invested more than USD 
5 billion across diverse sectors and 
generated more than 75,000 jobs. We 
have decided to elevate India-Ethi-
opia bilateral relationship to a 
strategic partnership."

The two countries elevated their 
historical ties to the level of 'Stra-
tegic Partnership' on Tuesday, and 
several MoUs were also exchanged 
after Modi's wide-ranging talks 
with his Ethiopian counterpart, 
Abiy Ahmed Ali.

In his address, Modi said that 
India’s Digital Public Infrastruc-
ture has "transformed the way we 
deliver services and how people 
access them." He said that India sent 
medicines and vaccines to more than 
150 countries during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and it was India’s "proud 
privilege" to supply Ethiopia with 
over 4 million vaccine doses. Calling 

Ethiopia one of the oldest civili-
sations in human history, Modi 
said, "Ethiopia stands tall because 
its roots are deep... the past is 
honoured, the present is full of pur-
pose, and the future is welcomed 
with     open heart."

At the conclusion of his speech, 
Modi received a long standing ova-
tion from the members of Parliament.

In an X post, Modi said it was 
a "great honour and privilege" to 
address the Ethiopian Parliament.

"Ethiopia’s rich history, culture 
and spirit inspire deep respect and 
admiration. I conveyed India’s com-
mitment to further strengthening 
our partnership, guided by shared 
values, mutual trust and a common 
vision for peace, development and 
cooperation," he said.

In his speech, Modi said that it was 
"wonderful" to be in Ethiopia, the land 
of lions, he said, adding, "I feel very 
much at home because my home state, 
Gujarat in India, is also home to lions."

"Yesterday, I was also honoured to 
receive ‘Great Honour Nishan of Ethi-
opia’. I accept this award with folded 
hands and humility on behalf of the 
people of India," he said.

Modi is the first global head of state 
to receive Ethiopia's highest award.

Earlier in the day, Modi laid a 
wreath at the Adwa Victory Monu-
ment.           "The monument stands as 
a powerful symbol of Ethiopia’s cour-
age, unity and unwavering spirit. It 
reminds the world of a proud nation 
that protected itself with determina-
tion and resolve," he said in an X post.

Modi is on a four-day, three-na-
tion visit. He arrived here on Tuesday 
from Jordan and will depart for 
Oman from here.

PM being conferred 

Ethiopia's highest award 

reflects Bharat's growing 

stature: Shah

PTI

New Delhi, Dec 17: Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah on Wednesday said 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi being 
conferred Ethiopia’s highest civilian 
award reflects "Bharat’s rising stature" 
in global diplomacy under his leader-
ship and said it is a moment of pride for 
every Indian.

Congratulating Modi, Shah said the 
honour -- The Great Honour Nishan 
of Ethiopia -- is the 28th international 
accolade bestowed on the prime minis-
ter by a foreign nation. This underscores 
the growing global recognition of his 
statesmanship, he said.

"A moment of pride for every Indian. 
Congratulations to PM Shri Narendra 
Modi Ji on being bestowed with Ethio-
pia’s highest award. It signifies Bharat’s 

rising stature in global diplomacy under 
his leadership," Shah said in a post on X.

He said the honour would remain a 
milestone in the friendship between 
India and Ethiopia.

Modi was conferred the award on 
Tuesday by Ethiopian Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed Ali at a special ceremony 
held at the Addis International Conven-
tion Centre.

The Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) said the award was presented 
in recognition of Modi’s exceptional 
contribution to strengthening the India–
Ethiopia partnership and his visionary 
leadership as a global statesman.

The MEA said Modi is the first global 
head of state or government to receive 
the Great Honour Nishan of Ethiopia, 
highlighting the deepening ties between 
the two countries.

SC asks Centre, SCBA to suggest measures to 

prevent incidents like shoe hurl at CJI 
 

PTI

New Delhi, Dec 17: The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday asked the Centre and the Su-
preme Court Bar Association to suggest 
measures to prevent recurrence of inci-
dents like the shoe-hurl attempt targeting 
former CJI B R Gavai in the courtroom.

The court also asked for a standard oper-
ating procedure for the media to report on 
such incidents.

A bench comprising Chief Justice Surya 
Kant and Justice Joymalya Bagchi asked 
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the Centre, and senior advocate and 
SCBA President Vikas Singh, to submit sug-
gestions to it for issuing the guidelines to 
deal with the issue.

"The solicitor general, Tushar Mehta, and 
senior advocate and SCBA president jointly 
state that they will put up joint suggestions 
recommending preventive measures for 
these kinds of occurrences, and the protocol 
to be observed for reporting and publicising 
such incidents in future," the CJI said.

The top court waived off the procedural 
formality of issuing a notice to the Centre 
and said that the issue was non-adversarial 
in nature and hence, a common suggestion 
may be submitted.

Earlier, the bench expressed its reluc-
tance in initiating criminal contempt 
proceedings against 71-year-old lawyer 
Rakesh Kishore, who attempted to throw 
a shoe at the then CJI and said the court 

would look into whatever needs to be done.
It asked the SCBA to give their sugges-

tions as the court would look to formulate 
pan-India preventive guidelines.

"Just think of giving three-four sugges-
tions on how to prevent such incidents in 
places like court premises and bar rooms, 
etc. All of you, please give suggestions.

"Whatever requires to be done, we will 
see on the next date. We will request the 
attorney general also to give his sugges-
tions in this regard," Justice Kant said on 
November 12. The bench was hearing a 
plea of the SCBA seeking contempt action 

against advocate Kishore, who attempted to 
hurl a shoe towards ex-CJI Gavai on October 
6 during court proceedings.

Kishore's act prompted the Bar Council 
of India (BCI) to suspend his licence with 
immediate effect. Gavai, who remained 
unfazed during and after the unprecedent-
ed incident, asked the court officials and 
the security personnel present inside the 
courtroom to "just ignore" it and to let off 
the errant lawyer with a warning.

The incident sparked widespread con-
demnation, including from Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, who also spoke to Gavai.

India aspires for 25 pc 

contribution in global trade: FM 
UNI 

New Delhi, Dec 17: India is work-
ing towards securing 25 per cent 
of global trade in the coming 
years by building on its strong 
macroeconomic foundations, 
resilient growth trajectory and 
rapidly expanding entrepreneur-
ial ecosystem, said Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman.

The Finance Minister was 
addressing the India Economic 
Conclave in Delhi on Wednesday.

She said the global economic 
landscape is undergoing a major 
shift, with trade increasingly get-
ting weaponised through tariff 
restrictions and strategic barriers. 
These developments, she noted, 
pose fresh geo-economic chal-
lenges for emerging and developed 
economies alike. However, the 
Finance Minister said that India 
remains prepared to engage with 
the changing global trade envi-
ronment through dialogue and 
negotiation.

India will negotiate firmly but 
constructively to protect its inter-
ests while ensuring that global trade 
remains fair and rules-based, Sithar-
aman said. She underlined that India 
believes in engagement rather than 

isolation and will continue to work 
with global partners to address 
distortions in trade. Despite these 
challenges, Sitharaman said India 
is confident of converting global 
uncertainties into opportunities by 
leveraging its domestic strengths. 
She emphasised that India’s growth 
has been steady and people-driven, 
and not dependent on short-term 
policy measures.

“The resilience of India is the 
real story,” she said, adding that 
this resilience has been built con-
sistently over decades. From the 
post-Independence period to the 
present, India has repeatedly adapt-
ed to changing global and domestic 
conditions while responding to the 

aspirations of its people. Referring 
to the past ten years, the Finance 
Minister said India has entered a 
decisive phase of transformation. 
She pointed to the rapid expansion 
of financial inclusion, which has 
brought millions of citizens into 
the formal banking system and 
improved access to savings, credit 
and insurance.

She said sustained efforts have 
also been made in social develop-
ment, including childcare support, 
policies aimed at increasing wom-
en’s participation in the workforce, 
and large-scale delivery of afforda-
ble housing. These measures, she 
said, have strengthened economic 
participation and social security. 

National Herald case 

Congress misleading 

public, matter still in 

court: BJP
PTI

New Delhi, Dec 17: The BJP on Wednesday ac-
cused the Congress of running misleading 
propaganda over the trial court's decision in 
the National Herald case and said the court re-
fused to take cognisance of the complaint but 
did not set aside the case.

The case is still pending trial in the Delhi High 
Court, and the trial court in its order on Tuesday 
said that the Enforcement Directorate (ED) can 
continue its investigation, BJP national spokes-
person Gaurav Bhatia asserted.

"The court yesterday (Tuesday) said that since 
it is a private complaint and no FIR has been 
lodged, it will not take cognizance of it. It's a 
technical matter. The court also said that ED can 
continue its investigation further. The court did 
not set it aside," Bhatia told a press conference 
at the BJP headquarters here

"Its trial is still going on. Sonia Gandhi is still 
Accused Number-1 and Rahul Gandhi Accused 
Number-2," the BJP spokesperson said, alleging, 
"The Gandhi family thrives on deceit, deception, 
and propaganda."

How dementia quietly takes shape 

in the brain: Doctor explains changes we don’t see

TOI HEALTH

New Delhi, Dec 17: A new Lancet 
study has sparked a lot of con-
versation and concern around 
dementia, one of the most 
talked-about health issues today. 
According to the study, certain 
depressive symptoms that begin 
in midlife may increase the risk of 
developing dementia later on.

The researchers ident i-
fied six specific symptoms: 
losing confidence, feeling unable 
to face problems, not experiencing 
warmth or affection, feeling nerv-
ous, persistent dissatisfaction, and 
difficulty concentrating. On their 
own, these feelings can seem very 
relatable — something many peo-
ple experience during stressful 
phases of life. But the study sug-
gests that when these symptoms 

linger or intensify during midlife, 
they could be more than just emo-
tional ups and downs.

That’s what makes the findings 
unsettling. Emotions we often 
brush aside as “normal stress” 
or “just a bad phase” may be 

quietly linked to long-term brain 
health. It doesn’t mean everyone 
who feels this way will develop 
dementia, but it does highlight the 
importance of paying attention to 
mental well-being early.

To understand what this 

really means and how worried we 
should be, we spoke to Dr. Aditya 
Gupta, Director – Neurosurgery 
& Cyberknife at Artemis Hospi-
tal, Gurugram. He explains what 
dementia actually is, how mental 
health and brain health are con-
nected, and why recognising these 
signs early can make a meaningful 
difference in the long run.

When you say dementia can 
start decades earlier, what’s actu-
ally happening inside the brain 
during those “silent” years?

Dr. Aditya Gupta: Harmful 
changes happen over the years 
after someone has lost their 
ability to speak. During this 
time, proteins build up in their 
brains without any indication 
that something is wrong, such 
as beta-amyloid or tau proteins, 
as well as damage done to nerve 

connections. Chronic inflamma-
tion occurs, as does a decrease in 
blood flow to certain areas of the 
brain. The body's compensatory 
mechanisms hide the symptoms 
of brain problems for many years, 
until the damage to the brain 
becomes too severe to live with.

Which everyday habits damage 
brain health the most over time, 
even if they seem harmless in the 
short term?

Dr. Aditya Gupta: The brain 
is affected negatively by chron-
ic poor sleep, prolonged stress, 
lack of physical activity, poor 
dietary habits (i.e., a high intake 
of processed foods and sugars), 
smoking, and excess alcohol. 
Being sedentary for long periods 
(especially in front of a computer) 
and being socially isolated will 
reduce cognitive stimulation. 
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INOX CINEMA 
SHIVPORA SRINAGAR

Movies Watchlist
Thursday, 18  Decemberth

FOR ASSISTANCE WITH TICKETS
CALL 95416 13868BOOK TICKETS NOW 

www.bookmyshow.com, www.inoxmovies.com 
Paytm, Inox App, or directly from the booking 
counter at the cinema. 

TERE ISHK MEIN (U/A 16+)
HINDI - 11:00 AM

KIS KISKO PYAAR KAROON 2 (U/A16+)
HINDI - 06:45 PM

SHOLAY: THE FINAL CUT (U)
HINDI - 02:45 PM

DHURANDHAR (A)
HINDI ATMOS WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES - 02:25 PM

HINDI ATMOS - 10:30 AM, 06:25 PM
HINDI - 12:55 PM, 05:05 PM

Millions pledged to Syrian Australian man who 

stopped gunman, became national hero
AP

Wellington, Dec 17: Like many Austral-
ians strolling at Bondi Beach on long, 
warm summer evenings, Ahmed al Ahmed 
just wanted a cup of coffee with a friend. 
Around him, a bloody massacre erupted as 
two gunmen targeted Jews during Hanuk-
kah festivities at a park close to the shore.

Soon al Ahmed was creeping, bent over, 
between two parked cars, before barreling 
directly toward one of the unsuspecting 
shooters. In footage that has been viewed 
millions of times around the world, the 
44-year-old father can be seen tackling one 
of the gunmen, wrestling the man’s shotgun 
from his grip and turning it on the attacker.

The story of the Syrian-Australian Muslim 
shop owner who put an end to the rampage 
of one of the shooters on Sunday has been 
seized upon by a country desperately seek-
ing comfort after one of its darkest hours: 
the slaying of 15 people as they celebrated 
their Jewish faith.

Millions have been raised for Bondi hero
“At a moment where we have seen evil 

perpetrated, he shines out as an example 
of the strength of humanity,” Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese said Tuesday, as 
he left a Sydney hospital where al Ahmed 
is being treated for gunshot wounds. “We 
are a brave country. Ahmed al Ahmed repre-
sents the best of our country.” A fundraising 
page established by Australians who had 
never met al Ahmed had attracted by Tues-
day night donations by some 40,000 people, 

who gave 2.3 million Australian dollars ($1.5 
million). Among the supporters was the 
billionaire hedge fund manager William 
Ackman, who pledged AU$99,000.

Father of two faces a long recovery
Al Ahmed, who is married with two young 

daughters, faces a long struggle ahead, those 
who have spoken to him since Sunday’s mas-
sacre say. He was shot multiple times in the 
left arm, apparently by the second gunman 
in the attack as the man fired indiscrimi-
nately from a footbridge. He has already 

undergone surgery and more operations 
are scheduled, said Lubaba alhmidi Alka-
hil, a spokesperson for the Australians for 
Syria Association, who visited al Ahmed in 
a hospital late Monday. The “quiet and hum-
ble” man was conscious but frail and faced 
at least six months of recovery, Alkahil said.

A prime minister and a president are fans
In the days since the attack, a pile of floral 

tributes and notes of thanks has grown out-
side the small tobacco store al Ahmed owns 
opposite a train station in suburban Sydney. 

Meanwhile, he has received visits at the 
hospital from Australia’s leaders, apparent-
ly telling Chris Minns, the premier of New 
South Wales state, that he’d take the same 
action again. He has been hailed as a hero by 
world leaders including US President Don-
ald Trump and Australia’s Governor General, 
who is the representative of Britain’s King 
Charles in the country. Minns said al Ahmed 
saved “countless” lives in what the premier 
said was “the most unbelievable scene I’ve 
ever seen.”

Al Ahmed was once a police officer
Al Ahmed lived in the town of Nayrab in 

Syria’s Idlib region before he arrived in Aus-
tralia, his cousin Mohammad al Ahmed told 
The Associated Press. He left Syria in 2006 
after finishing his studies, before the 2011 
mass protests against the government of 
then-President Bashar Assad that were met 
with a brutal crackdown and spiraled into a 
nearly 14-year civil war.

Nayrab was heavily bombed by Assad’s 
forces with most of the town’s houses flat-
tened and reduced to rubble. On Tuesday, al 
Ahmed was the talk of the town.

“Ahmed did really a heroic job,” his cousin, 
Mohammad al Ahmed told The Associated 
Press. “Without any hesitation, he tack-
led the terrorist and disarmed him just to 
save innocent people.” Ahmed al Ahmed’s 
parents, who came to Sydney this year 
to reunite with their son, told Australian 
Broadcasting Corp. that their son had served 
with the police and in the central security 
forces in Syria. Father Mohamed Fateh al 

Ahmed said his son’s “conscience and soul” 
compelled him to act on Sunday.

“I feel pride and honor because my son is 
a hero of Australia,” the father said.

Tale of heroism gives hope amid tragedy
In the aftermath of the mass killing, 

a country roiling from one of the worst 
hate-fueled attacks ever on its soil — alleg-
edly committed by an Australian resident 
who arrived from India in 1998 and his 
Australian-born son — looked for hope amid 
their grief. Stories of heroism have started 
to emerge. They included the tale of a mar-
ried couple, Boris and Sofia Gurman, who 
were both killed while trying to stop one of 
the shooters as he climbed from his car and 
began the massacre, their family has told 
Australian news outlets.

Reuven Morrison, 62, was also killed 
while trying to stop the horror, according to 
his daughter, Sheina Gutnick. After al Ahmed 
wrestled the gun from one shooter, a per-
son Gutnick identified as Morrison is seen 
throwing objects at the gunman — before 
he was shot by the second man.

Acts of courage like these were cited by 
many on social media and in news outlets 
as examples of what being Australian should 
mean. “When he did what he did, he wasn’t 
thinking at all about the background of the 
people he’s saving, the people dying in the 
street,” Mohamed Fateh al Ahmed said of his 
son. “He doesn’t discriminate between one 
nationality and another, especially here in 
Australia there’s no difference between one 
citizen and another.”

Ancient cures and AI: WHO seeks 

evidence for traditional medicine
AFP

New Delhi, Dec 17: The World Health 
Organization opens a major conference 
on traditional medicine on Wednesday, 
arguing that new technologies, includ-
ing artificial intelligence, can bring sci-
entific scrutiny to centuries-old heal-
ing practices.

The meeting in New Delhi will exam-
ine how governments can regulate 
traditional medicine while using emerg-
ing scientific tools to validate safe and 
effective treatments.

The UN body hopes this push will help 
make ancestral practices more compat-
ible with modern health care systems.

“Traditional medicine is not a thing of 
the past,” WHO chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said in a video released 
ahead of the three-day conference.

“There is a growing demand for tra-
ditional medicine across countries, 
communities, and cultures.”

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
in his own message, said the summit 
would “intensify efforts to harness” the 

potential of traditional medicine.
Modi is a longtime advocate of yoga 

and traditional health practices and has 
backed the WHO Global Center for Tradi-
tional Medicine, launched in 2022 in his 
home state of Gujarat.

Shyama Kurvilla, the head of the 
center, said reliance on traditional rem-
edies was “a global reality,” noting that 
40-90 percent of populations in 90 per-
cent of WHO member states used them.

“With half the world’s population lack-
ing access to essential health services, 

traditional medicine is often the closest 
— or only care — available for many peo-
ple,” she told AFP in New Delhi.

’Evidence-informed’
The UN agency defines traditional 

medicines as the accumulated knowl-
edge, skills and practices used over time 
to maintain health and prevent, diagnose 
and treat physical and mental illness.

But many lack proven scientific val-
ue, while conservationists warn that 
demand for certain products drives 
trafficking in endangered wildlife, 
including tigers, rhinos and pangolins.

“WHO’s role, therefore, is to help 
countries ensure that, as with any 
other medicine, traditional medicine 
is safe, evidence-informed, and equi-
tably integrated in systems,” Kurvilla 
added.

Kurvilla, who studied at the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medi-
cine, and taught global health policy at 
Boston University, said that “40 percent 
or more of biomedical Western medicine, 
pharmaceuticals, derive from natural 
products.”

Australian police charge 

alleged Bondi killer with 

terrorism, 15 murder counts

AFP

Sydney, Dec 17: Police 
charged alleged Bondi gun-
man Naveed Akram with ter-
rorism, 15 counts of murder 
and a litany of other crimes 
on Wednesday after Austral-
ia’s deadliest mass shooting 
in decades. “Police will allege 
in court the man engaged in 
conduct that caused death, 
serious injury and endan-
gered life to advance a reli-
gious cause and cause fear in 
the community,” New South 
Wales state police said.

“Early indications point 
to a terrorist attack inspired 
by Daesh, a listed terrorist 

organization in Australia,” 
they said in a statement, using 
another name for the Daesh 
group. Authorities say Naveed 
and his father Sajid Akram 
opened fire on a Jewish festival 
at Sydney’s famed Bondi Beach 
on Sunday evening, killing 15 
people and wounding dozens 
more. Among the victims were 
a 10-year-old girl, two Holocaust 
survivors and a married couple 
shot dead as they tried to thwart 
the attack.

Naveed was critically wound-
ed by police during the shooting, 
and local media reported he 
woke from a coma on Tuesday 
night. Sajid Akram was killed in 
a shootout with police.

Police said Naveed had also 
been charged with 40 counts 
of causing grievous bodily 
harm to a person with intent 
to murder, as well as public 
display of the symbol of a pro-
hibited terrorist organization.

I hope football has bright future in 

India: Messi after 'amazing' tour
PTI

New Delhi, Dec 17: Lionel 
Messi hoped that football 
has a "bright future" in 
India and expressed grat-
itude for the "generous 
hospitality" that he got 
here during a whirlwind 
three-day tour, which had 
thousands of fans jostling 
to catch a glimpse of the 
Argentine genius in four 
different cities.

Messi, after extending 
his stay by a day to visit 
the Anant Ambani-found-
ed Vantara wildlife rescue, 
rehabilitation and conser-
vation centre in Jamnagar, 
left for his base in Miami 
on Wednesday.

Taking to Instagram, 
the 38-year-old posted a 
one-minute highlights clip 
of the tour, featuring his 
interactions with Indian 
cricket icon Sachin Ten-
dulkar, Bollywood actor 
Kareena Kapoor Khan and 
several young footballers.

"What amazing visits 
to Delhi, Mumbai, Hyder-
abad, and Kolkata. Thank 
you for the warm recep-
tion, generous hospitality, 
and all the feelings of love 
with which you surround-
ed me throughout my tour. 
"I hope that football has a 
bright future in India," he 

wrote underneath the vid-
eo. His good wishes come 
at a time when Indian 
football finds itself at its 
lowest ebb. The domestic 
season has been brought 
to a halt for the want of 
a commercial partner 
and the national team's 
fortunes have been in a 
free-fall following a string 
of poor results.

An ongoing court case 
over administrative issues 
has further deepened pol-
icy paralysis.

The superstar strik-
er, who is among the 
most recognisable and 
adored sportspersons in 
the world, did not play 

any competitive football 
during the trip. He was 
accompanied by Uruguay 
great and close friend 
Luis Suarez and Argentina 
teammate Rodrigo de Paul 
during the tour.

Messi made stadium 
appearances for ticket-
ed events in all the four 
cities starting with Kolk-
ata, where things turned 
ugly after politicians and 
officials surrounded him, 
denying fans, who had 
paid thousands for a seat, 
a clear view of the icon.

Agitated by this, the 
gathered spec t ators 
indulged in vandalism 
at the Salt Lake Stadium, 

prompting Messi to be 
whisked away sooner than 
the originally planned 
time. However, his visits to 
Hyderabad, Mumbai and 
Delhi passed off smooth-
ly as he charmed fans by 
posing for pictures and 
showcasing some of his 
warm-up routines besides 
playing briefly with young 
players.

"...we carry all this love 
with us, and we will defi-
nitely return, hopefully 
one day to play a match 
or on another occasion, 
but we will definitely 
return to visit India," he 
said after the final leg of 
the tour in Delhi.

Kartik Sharma: I couldn’t 

stop crying even when 

bidding ended

PTI

Mumbai, Dec 17: Overwhelmed with emo-
tion, 19-year-old Kartik Sharma was left in 
tears after five-time champions Chennai Su-
per Kings secured him for a record Rs 14.20 
crore at the IPL 2026 mini auction, making 
him the joint-highest paid uncapped player 
in the league's history.

Coming into the auction at a base price of Rs 
30 lakh, Kartik and Uttar Pradesh's Prashant 
Veer set the record when CSK splurged Rs 
14.20 crore on each of them, in the auction at 
Abu Dhabi on Tuesday.

"When the bidding started, I was scared I 
might miss out. But as the bid kept going up, 
I started crying," Kartik was quoted as saying 
in a JioHotstar release.

"Even after it ended, I couldn't stop. I 
was overwhelmed with emotion and hap-
piness, I honestly don't know how to put it 
into words," the teenage keeper-batter from 
Rajasthan added. The bidding for Kartik was 
started by Mumbai Indians and Lucknow 
Super Giants before Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers joined in. While MI exited the bidding, 
KKR and LSG took the price to Rs 2.80 crore 
before CSK entered the fray.
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