
Article 370 revocation matter of 
pride for country, BJP: PM Modi

India becoming fastest-growing 
economy under PM Modi: LG Sinha

HM Shah to inaugurate  
2-day ‘Anti-Terror Conference’ 
in New Delhi today   
‘Focus on developing synergies to counter 
terrorism, addressing national security issues’

Dulhasti Stage-II 
gets environmental 
clearance
KNO Special Correspondent

Srinagar, Dec 25: In a sig-
nificant move, the Expert 
Appraisal Committee (EAC) 
under the Union Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change has recom-
mended environmental clear-
ance for Dulhasti hydroelectric 
project stage-II.

The EAC, as per news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO) recommended environ-
mental clearance for 260 MW 
Dulhasti stage-II hydroelectric 
project during its meeting held 
on December 19, 2025, The pro-
posed project is the extension 
of 390 MW operational Dulhasti 
Stage-I hydroelectric project, 
which was commissioned in 
2007 and has been operating 
successfully since then.

The National Hydroelectric 
Power | More on P6

Kashmir records 44 pc 
rainfall deficit, Jammu near 
normal from Oct to Dec 25

Year-Ender 2025: Srinagar Airport handles 35.26 lakh 
passengers, 21,576 flights despite challenges

Bharatiya Jana Sangh founder S P Mukherjee 

laid ideological foundation for move
Aug 2019 decision ended two flags, two 

constitutions, strengthened national unity

Sajid Raina

Srinagar, Dec 25: Terming re-
vocation of Article 370 in 2019 
as matter of pride for BJP and 
the country, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thursday 
said the move strengthened 
national unity and fulfilled 
a long-pending ideological 
commitment.

Addressing the inaugural 
function of Rashtriya Prerna 
Sthal in Lucknow on the 101st 
birth anniversary of former 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee, PM Modi, according 
to the news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO) said, “The 
Rashtriya Prerna Sthal symbol-
ises a vision that guided India 
towards self-respect and ser-
vice.” Referring to the towering 
statues at the complex, he said, 
“These statues are very tall, but 
the inspiration they give to the 
nation is even greater.”

The Prime Minister said the 

BJP-led government was proud 
to have removed Article 370, 
describing it as a decisive step 
towards completing the process 
of national integration.

He said the ideological foun-
dation for the move had been 
laid decades ago by Bharatiya 
Jana Sangh founder Syama 
Prasad Mukherjee.

“We are proud that our gov-
ernment got the opportunity 

to remove the wall of Article 
370,” Modi said, adding that 
the country could not func-
tion with “two flags and two 
constitutions.”

He said India was now firmly 
bound together by a single con-
stitutional framework and a 
shared sense of unity.

Modi said the Rashtriya 
Prerna Sthal was dedicated 
to leaders whose ideas had 

shaped India’s political and 
social journey, including 
Vajpayee, Mukherjee and Pandit 
Deendayal Upadhyaya.

He said preserving their leg-
acy was essential for inspiring 
future generations and guid-
ing the country’s development 
path.

The Prime Minister said the 
land on which the memorial 
has been built had remained 
neglected for decades and had 
turned into a massive garbage 
dump over the years.

He congratulated all those 
associated with the project for 
transforming the site into a 
modern national landmark. “I 
congratulate the people of Uttar 
Pradesh and the entire country 
for this inspirational place,” he 
said.

The Rashtriya Prerna Sthal, 
spread across 65 acres and de-
veloped at an estimated cost of 
around Rs 230 crore, features 
65-foot-high | More on P6

Art 370 abrogation completed 
unfinished task: Rajnath 
‘Move ended separate laws in J&K, ensured equal constitutional rights’

Sajid Raina

Srinagar, Dec 25: Asserting 
that the abrogation of Article 
370 completed an unfinished 
task linked to national in-
tegration, Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh on Thursday 
said the move fulfilled a long-
cherished vision of Bharatiya 
Jana Sangh ideologue Pandit 
Deendayal Upadhyaya.

Addressing a gathering 
after the inauguration of 
the Rashtriya Prerna Sthal 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in Lucknow, Singh, ac-
cording to the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO) said, “The decision to 
remove the special constitu-
tional provisions for Jammu 
and Kashmir was rooted in 
the ideological foundations 
laid decades ago.”

He said, “Upadhyaya had 
envisioned complete consti-
tutional integration of Jammu 
and Kashmir with the rest of 
the country and had made 
sacrifices for that cause.”

Singh said the abrogation 
of Article 370 marked a de-
cisive step towards ensuring 
unity and equal constitution-
al rights for citizens of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

He said the move ended the 
system of separate laws and 
symbols, strengthening the 
idea of one nation governed 
by one Constitution.

Referring to other lead-
ers associated with Jammu 
and Kashmir, the Defence 
Minister said Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh founder Syama Prasad 
Mukherjee had also played 
a key role in advocating full 

integration of the erstwhile 
state with India and had laid 
down his life for the cause.

He said PM Modi carried 
forward that legacy by taking 
the final step in August 2019.

Singh said that since the 
abrogation of Article 370, J&K 
has witnessed greater politi-
cal stability, improved gover-
nance and enhanced focus on 
development.

He said the Centre’s poli-
cies were aimed at ensuring 
inclusive growth, infrastruc-
ture development and social 
justice for the people of the 
region.

The Defence Minister re-
called an anecdote about 
former prime minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, saying that 
when a Pakistani woman 
once expressed her wish to 
marry Vajpayee and asked for 
Kashmir as a gift, Vajpayee 
responded that he would 
agree only if she gave him the 
whole of Pakistan as dowry.

Singh said the NDA govern-
ment was | More on P6

KNO DESK

New Delhi, Dec 25: Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah will 
inaugurate 2-day ‘Anti-Terror 
Conference’ in New Delhi on 
Friday.

According to the details 
available with the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO) the conference, shaped 
under PM Narendra Modi's vi-
sion of zero tolerance for ter-
ror, is being organized by the 
National Investigation Agency, 
Ministry of Home Affairs.

Notably, the annual confer-
ence has become a platform 
for brainstorming India's next-
generation strategies to coun-
ter emerging threats. “The con-
ference is a meeting point for 

operational forces; technical, 
legal, and forensic experts; and 
agencies engaged in counter 
terrorism for deliberations on 
issues impacting national secu-
rity and threats emerging out 
of terrorism,” said an official.

He said, “The key focus of the 
conference is on developing 
synergies | More on P6

India advances towards historic 
sustainable growth: LG 
Pays tribute to Babu Markandeya Singh

KT NEWS DESK

Jammu, Dec 25: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Thursday paid tributes to 

Babu Markandeya Singh, a 
well-known socialist lead-
er and former President of 
Banaras Hindu University 
(BHU)  | More on P6

Dreams of Mahamana, 
Vajpayee being realised

Bharat moving towards 
becoming Aatmanirbhar

KNO DESK

Jammu, Dec 25: Highlighting 
India’s rise as the world’s fastest-
growing economy, Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Thursday said that under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s lead-
ership, the nation is steadily 
moving towards realising the vi-
sion of Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

Speaking at a commemo-
rative event at Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya Inter College 
in Ghazipur, LG Sinha, according 
to the news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO) said, 
“Under 

Jingle bells in Srinagar 

Christmas celebrated with prayers, hope, 
harmony at Holy Family Church
Rehan Qayoom Mir

Srinagar, Dec 25: Christmas 
was celebrated with devo-
tion and quiet joy at the Holy 
Family Catholic Church in 
Srinagar on Thursday amid 
the chill of December.

The church, situated in the 
heart of the city, Lal Chowk 
Srinagar, became a symbol of 
peace and attraction as mem-
bers of the Christian com-
munity gathered to mark the 
birth of Jesus Christ.

With hymns filling the air 

and the tune of “Jingle Bells” 
faintly echoing in the back-
ground, the faithful attended 
special Mass prayers that 
focused on compassion, har-
mony and goodwill.

The church premises were 
adorned with lights, stars and 
a Christmas tree reflecting 
both simplicity and spirit.

“We prayed for peace and 
prosperity for everyone in 
Jammu and Kashmir,” a mem-
ber of the Church told the 
news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO).  | More on P6

IMD forecasts snow 
in higher reaches, 
rain in plains  
around New Year
Sajid Raina

Srinagar, Dec 25: Seasonal 
precipitation in Jammu and 
Kashmir from October 1 to 
December 25 remained 44 per 
cent below normal in Kashmir 
division, indicating a signifi-
cant deficit, while Jammu di-
vision recorded a near-nor-
mal rainfall with a 9 per cent 
shortfall, according to data 

from the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD).

Between October 1 and 
December 25, 2025, the valley 
recorded an average seasonal 
rainfall of 57.9 mm, which is 43.9 
per cent below the normal 103.2 
mm, the IMD data accessed 
by the news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO) reveals.

In comparison, Jammu divi-
sion received 93.3 mm, nearly 
9.4 per cent below the normal 
102.97 mm.

Weekly rainfall from 
December 19 to 25 showed wide 
variation across the regions.

In Kashmir, Bandipora re-
corded 47.7 mm, | More on P6

Rehan Qayoom Mir

Srinagar, Dec 25: Reflecting 
both strength and bounce-back 
ability, Srinagar International 
Airport handled 35.26 lakh pas-
sengers and 21,576 flight move-
ments between January and 
December 21, 2025, officials 
said here.

The year was marked by tour-
ism peaks, weather challenges, 
and temporary route sus-
pensions following the 
Pahalgam attack.

Official data, accessed by 
the news agency - Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), reveals a clear 
month-wise pattern: steady 

growth till April, a sharp de-
cline in May and June, followed 
by a gradual recovery towards 
year-end. 

Month-wise Air Traffic 
Summary (2025):

January: 1,966 total flight 

movements, 175,352 arrival 
passengers and 171,688 depar-
ture passengers, total 347,040 
passengers, making it a steady 
winter operation.

February: 1,894 movements, 
173,180 departures, 161,084 
arrivals, total 334,264 passen-

gers, making a stable flow.

March: 2,220 movements, 
200,546 arrivals, 181,013 depar-
tures, total 381,559 passengers, 
making an early spring rise.

April: 2,872 movements, 
224,056 arrivals, 245,846 depar-
tures, total 469,902 passengers, 
making it the peak tourism month.

May: 1,160 movements, 
88,131 arrivals, 77,732 depar-
tures, total 165,863 passengers. 
The post-Pahalgam dip begins.

June – 1,492 movements, 
129,896 arrivals, 111,410 
departures, total 241,305 

passengers, the month of 
which continued the slowdown.

July – 1,992 movements, 152,281 
arrivals, 149,103 departures, total 

301,384 passengers. Gradual re-
covery signs show up.

August: 1,776 movements, 
127,310 arrivals, 134,252 depar-
tures, total 261,562 passengers. 
Operations stabilize.

September: 1,646 move-
ments, 138,941 arrivals, 137,004 
departures, total 275,945 pas-
sengers. Consistent traffic.

October: 1,818 movements, 
141,067 arrivals, 148,244 depar-
tures, total 289,311 passengers. 
Steady pre-winter flow.

November: 1,698 move-
ments, 135,584 arrivals, 147,979 
departures, total 283,563 pas-
sengers. Near-normal traffic.

December | More on P6

April sees  
highest traffic

Footfall dips  
post-Pahalgam attack

Slowdown continues 
in May–June

Recovery begins in July

Airport says 
modernisation to 
boost future capacity  
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Army revises social 
media guidelines

Yogesh

T
he Indian Army has 
issued an internal 
directive revising its 

policy on the use of social 
media applications by 
personnel, underscoring 
the need for heightened 
operational security 
and responsible online 
conduct in an era of 
evolving cyber threats.
The guidelines, according 
to the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO) disseminated 
through the Directorate 
General of Military 
Intelligence (DGMI), have 
come into immediate 
effect and existing rules 
stand | More on P6

Pulwama man 
found dead in Sgr 
houseboat 

KNO Correspondent

A 
man from Pulwama 
district was found 
dead inside a 

houseboat in the Amira 
Kadal area of Srinagar 
on Thursday morning, 
officials said.
An official told the news 
agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO) that the 
body of the man was 
found inside a houseboat 
moored along the 
Jhelum River at Amira 
Kadal under mysterious 
circumstances.
He said police were 
informed immediately 
after the discovery, 
following | More on P6

Unidentified man 
found dead near  
LD Hospital 
KNO Correspondent

A
n unidentified man 
was found lying 
unconscious on the 

roadside near LD Hospital 
in Srinagar on Thursday 
morning and was later 
declared dead at the 
hospital, officials said.
An official told the news 
agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO) that 
a police team brought 
the man, believed to be 
around 45 years old, to 
SMHS Hospital, where 
doctors declared him 
brought dead.
“As per initial reports, the 
deceased was found lying 
on the roadside near LD 
Hospital,” | More on P6
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I&FC land donors meet 
Jal Shakti Minister, seek 
resolution of demands

KT NEWS DESK

JAMMU, DECEMBER 25: A dele-
gation of land donors associat-
ed with the Irrigation & Flood 
Control (I&FC) Department, 
Jammu, Thursday met with Jal 
Shakti Minister Javed Ahmed 
Rana and submitted a memo-
randum seeking resolution of 
their demands.

The delegation, as per an 

official statement, apprised the 
Minister that they have been 
working with the Irrigation 
& Flood Control Department 
Jammu in lieu of land donat-
ed by them for creation of vital 
irrigation and f lood control 
infrastructure. Highlighting their 
long-standing association and 
contribution, the land donors 
requested for a considered res-
olution of their pending issues.

The Minister assured the delega-
tion that all their concerns are being 
examined carefully. He stated that 
the issues would be addressed in a 
phased manner by the current dis-
pensation, in accordance with the 
existing rules.

The delegation was comprised 
of land donors which was led by 
A. Attri, retired DIG besides Vijay 
Lochan and M. K. Rana, among 
others.

Secretary J&K Pahari Advisory Board 
concludes 3-day tour of Rajouri-Poonch
KT NEWS DESK

RAJOURI-POONCH, DECEM-
BER 25: Secretary, Jammu and 
Kashmir Advisory Board for the 
development of Pahari Speak-
ing People, Sapna Kotwal suc-
cessfully completed a compre-
hensive three-day tour of the 
Pir Panjal region, covering Sun-
derbani, Nowshera, Rajouri, 
Surankote and Poonch.

The visit, as per an official 
statement, was designed to 
assess ground realities, review 
educational and residential 
facilities for Pahari students and 
strengthen community engage-
ment with a focus on inclusive 
socio-economic development.

Sapna Kotwal conduct-
ed thorough rev iews of 
hostel infrastructure, scrutiniz-
ing accommodation, sanitation, 
food arrangements, basic amen-
ities, and the overall learning 
environment in Boys' and Girls' 
Pahari hostels in Rajouri and 
Poonch. 

During direct interaction 
with students and staff, she 
listened to their concerns and 
suggestions. Emphasizing the 
critical importance of quali-
ty education and a supportive 
residential atmosphere, she 

assured them of the Board's 
unwavering commitment to 
enhancing hostel facilities and 
addressing genuine grievances 
in a time-bound manner. The 
tour featured extensive inter-
actions with civil society, legal 

professionals, youth groups and 
community stakeholders, rein-
forcing the Board's outreach 
efforts.  During the tour, sev-
eral delegations called on the 
Secretary and shared valuable 
perspectives on social justice, 

educational development and 
legal challenges.

 Kotwal attentively heard 
their concerns and reiterated the 
Board's responsiveness to com-
munity needs.

Adding a significant dimen-
sion to the visit, Kotwal graced 
a Taekwondo Championship as 
the Chief Guest. She commend-
ed the organizers, particularly 
Rajinder Singh for promoting 
sports and constructive youth 
engagement.

Highlighting sports as a vital 
tool for building discipline, con-
fidence and a healthy society, 
she encouraged young athletes 
to remain focused and posi-
tive. She also acknowledged 
the supportive presence and 
efforts of Dr. Nitan Sharma and 
Er. Shubham Kotwal, Media 
Coordinator and President 
of ADAPMA for their role in 
amplifying community voices 
and facilitating effective com-
munication between the public 
and the administration.

Throughout her tour, Sapna 
Kotwal consistently reaffirmed 
the Advisory Board's dedication 
to improving educational infra-
structure, empowering youth 
and fostering active community 
participation.

DC Budgam reviews sports 
infrastructure, inspects playfields

KT NEWS DESK

BUDGAM, DECEMBER 25: Dep-
uty Commissioner(DC) Budgam 
,Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat con-
ducted an extensive tour of var-
ious sports facilities across the 
district, including Qazi Bagh Bud-
gam, Ichgam (A & B) and Khel 
Gaon Wathoora, Chadoora.

During the inspection of the 
playfield at Qazi Bagh Budgam, 
developed by the Rural Develop-
ment Department at a cost of Rs 
10 lakh, the DC, as per an offi-
cial statement, stated that the 
playfield’s proximity to Budgam 
Airport provides a unique oppor-
tunity to develop the entire area 
into a dedicated sports zone. 

He emphasised that such 
development would enable the 
conduct of multiple sports disci-
plines, besides creating a vibrant 
environment for sports activities 
throughout the year. 

The DC said that the develop-
ment of this area into a sports 
hub will be described as a step 
towards nurturing local talent 
and providing structured plat-
forms for young athletes. He 
further said that the sports play a 
vital role in engaging youth in con-
structive activities, keeping them 
physically fit, mentally alert, and 
socially responsible. It was further 

stated that participation in sports 
inculcates discipline, teamwork, 
leadership, and a spirit of healthy 
competition, which are essential 
attributes for nation-building.

The playfields at Ichgam A and 
B, developed under MGNREGA by 
the Rural Development Depart-
ment/Gram Panchayat Ichgam 
at a cost of �9.21 lakh during 
FY 2024–25, were also inspect-
ed.  The DC was apprised that the 
works stand completed. The vis-
it was undertaken to explore the 
scope for further development and 
expansion, with the objective of 
upgrading the facility into a model 
playfield in Budgam district.

While interacting with local 
residents of Ichgam, the DC said 
that the district administration 
shall extend all possible assis-
tance for further upgradation of 
the playfield. He emphasized that 

improved sports infrastructure 
would allow youth to channel 
their energy in a positive direction, 
thereby helping in curbing social 
evils such as drug addiction and 
promoting a culture of fitness and 
well-being. 

The DC also underlined the role 
of community participation in 
preserving and optimally utiliz-
ing sports assets for betterment 
of the youth The DC also inspect-
ed the ongoing works at Khel Gaon 
Wathoora, Chadoora Budgam, one 
of the major sports infrastructure 
projects in the district. 

The DC was apprised that 
the estimated project cost is 
Rs 5 crore, with Rs 478.35 lakh 
allotted, out of which Rs 338.32 
lakh has been expended so far, 
achieving an overall physical 
progress of 90 percent. It was 
informed that the project is 

targeted for 100 percent com-
pletion by the end of January.

During the inspection, the DC 
stated that facilities such as an 
indoor stadium, pavilion, and 
additional spectator seating are 
being envisioned in the expan-
sion plan. 

The DC stated that the objec-
tive is to develop Wathoora Khel 
Gaon on par with national-level 
sports facilities, capable of host-
ing major sporting events and 
training programmes. The DC 
further stated that the district 
administration remains fully 
committed towards promoting 
sports at the grassroots level, 
ensuring that rural and urban 
youth alike are provided with equal 
opportunities to excel in sports.  He 
further said that such infrastructure 
will not only help in identifying and 
grooming sporting talent but will 
also contribute towards over-
all personality development of 
young people.

On the occasion, the DC also 
played a friendly cricket match 
with enthusiastic local players as 
a gesture of encouragement and 
sportsmanship, reinforcing the 
message that sports unite com-
munities and inspire youth.

Besides, CPO Budgam, SDM cha-
doora, Tehsildar Chadoora , BDO 
Chadoora, other district and sec-
toral officials also accompanied 
the DC during his visit.

Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore 
campaign concludes in Shopian
KT NEWS DESK

SHOPIAN, DECEMBER 25: 
The week-long nationwide 
outreach campaign “Pra-
shasan Gaon Ki Ore" cam-
paign initiated by the Min-
istry of Personnel, Public 
Grievances and Pensions, 
GOI concluded successfully 
Thursday in District Shopian, 
witnessing widespread pub-
lic participation and effective 
grievance redressal.

The campaign aimed at 
taking governance to the 
doorsteps of citizens, enhanc-
ing last-mile service delivery 
and strengthening grievance 
redressal mechanisms.

In Shopian district, the pro-
gramme was executed in a 
systematic and inclusive man-
ner, covering all 98 Panchayat 
Halqas, in addition to one 
outreach camp each at Tehsil 
Headquarters and two special 
camps at the District Head-
quarters were held, ensuring 
comprehensive geographic 
and administrative coverage.

On the concluding day, 
grievance redressal and pub-
lic interaction camps were 
organised at Nazneenpora 
(Tehsil Keegam), Kanigam 
(Imamsahab), TurkWangam 

(Block Chitragam), Panchayat 
Halqa Vehil, Berthipora-A& B, 
Panchayat Halqa Partabpora 
and HS Pora (Block Herman), 
where a large number of res-
idents interacted directly 
with officers of the concerned 
departments. BDO, Nazir 
Ahmad presided over some of 
the camps in Imam Sahib and 
Hermain blocks.

Throughout the cam-
paign, the initiative played 
a pivotal role in addressing 
public grievances, resolving 
service delivery issues and 
creating awareness about 
government schemes and 

entitlements. Officers from 
various line departments 
received, examined and act-
ed upon grievances related to 
revenue, rural development, 
social welfare, public utilities, 
development works and other 
citizen-centric services, with 
many cases resolved on the 
spot and others taken up for 
time-bound disposal.

During the week long 
campaign, more than 400 
applications were disposed of 
under service delivery mech-
anisms, underscoring the 
effectiveness and reach of the 
programme.

Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore

Good Governance 
Week 2025 concludes 
in Anantnag
KT NEWS DESK

ANANTNAG, DECEMBER 25: The week-long Good 
Governance Week, Sushasan Saptah-2025 organ-
ised under the Campaign “Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore” 
concluded in Anantnag Thursday. 

On the last day, public outreach programmes 
featuring awareness of government schemes and 
grievance redressal were held at Dooru, Shahabad, 
Larnoo, Qazigund, Larkipora and other areas of the 
district.

During these programmes, officers from line 
departments provided detailed information about 
ongoing government schemes and good governance 
practices being adopted to enhance the delivery of 
public services.

The public provided valuable feedback on key gov-
ernment services and also put forth their grievances.

Notably, the Good Governance Week, which 
commenced on 19th December, witnessed exten-
sive field outreach by the district administration 
wherein senior off icers including ADDC, ACR, 
SDMs, ACD and others visited villages and far 
off places and interacted with citizens and civil 
society members regarding issues of develop-
ment and public welfare schemes. 

Additionally, sanction letters were handed over to 
the beneficiaries under different schemes of Agri-
culture, Horticulture, Social Welfare, ICDS, Rural 
Development, Health, Animal Husbandry, Sheep 
Husbandry, Fisheries and other Departments.

The week-long initiative saw enthusiastic par-
ticipation from the general public who lauded 
the move as a significant step towards strength-
ening public service delivery and people-centric 
governance.

SANKALP-Hub, 

KVIB Bandipora hold 

women empowerment 

awareness programme
KT NEWS DESK

BANDIPORA, DECEMBER 25 : 
Under the Directions of District 
Social Welfare Officer Bandip-
ora, an awareness programme 
was organised by SANKALP-Hub 
in collaboration with Khadi and 
Village Industries Board (KVIB) 
with the objective of Empower-
ing women through self-employ-
ment and entrepreurial oppor-
tunities.

The program aimed to create 
awareness about schemes and 
support systems available for 
income generation and sustaina-
ble livelihoods.

Officials from SANKALP-Hub 
and KVIB provided detailed 
information on KVIB schemes 
including PMEGP, Khadi-based 
activities, Skill development pro-
grams and financial assistance.

 Emphasis was laid on 
encouraging women to take up 
micro-enterprises, home based 
industries and group based 
economic activities to promote 
Financial Assistance.

The participants included 
women from Self-help groups, 
aspiring entrepreneurs and local 
residents. The program success-
fully enhanced awareness and 
motivated women to actively 
participate in income-genera-
tion activities contributing to 
their overall socio-economic 
empowerment.

Revenue 

Department Keller 

seizes JCB, tipper 

in Shopian illegal 

mining crackdown

KT NEWS DESK

SHOPIAN, DECEMBER 25: In a signif-
icant late-night crackdown against 
illegal mining activities, the Reve-
nue Department Keller, under the 
supervision of the Tehsildar Keller 
and Naib Tehsildar Berthipora, con-
ducted a search operation in the Gu-
jar Basti area of Kralcheck.

During the operation, officials 
apprehended individuals involved in 
illegal soil extraction and seized one 
JCB machine and one tipper being 
used for unauthorized excavation and 
transportation of soil.

The seized machinery has been 
handed over to Police Post Batipora, 
and an FIR has been registered in the 
matter. Further investigation is under-
way to identify all persons involved in 
the illegal activity.

The authorities have reiterated 
their firm commitment to continue 
strict action against illegal mining 
and soil extraction. They warned 
that violators will face stringent 
legal consequences, emphasiz-
ing that such enforcement drives 
will continue to safeguard natural 
resources and ensure strict adher-
ence to the law.

DCPU Bandipora holds Child Marriage 
Free Bharat signature campaign

KT NEWS DESK

BANDIPORA, DECEMBER 25: 
District Child Protection Unit 
(DCPU), Mission Vatsalya Ban-
dipora Thursday organized a 
comprehensive “Child Marriage 
Free Bharat” signature cam-
paign in Bandipora with the ob-
jective of raising awareness and 
strengthening collective com-
mitment to eliminate the social 
evil of child marriage. 

The campaign witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
from a wide cross-section of 

society, ref lecting strong 
community resolve toward 
safeguarding child Rights and 
well-being.

Of f ic ia ls  f rom var ious 
Government departments, rep-
resentatives of the District Legal 
Services Authority (DALSA), 
lawyers, students, young wom-
en achievers, media persons, and 
NGO actively participated in the 
event. 

The diverse participation 
highlighted the importance of 
a multi-stakeholder approach in 
addressing child marriage and 

promoting child Rights.
During the campaign, partic-

ipants signed a pledge banner 
symbolizing their commitment 
to prevent child marriage and 
to spread awareness about 
its harmful physical, psy-
chological, social, and legal 
consequences.

The event served as a platform 
to sensitize the public about 
existing laws, including the Pro-
hibition of Child Marriage Act, 
and the role of institutions in 
reporting and preventing such 
practices.

District Administration Kathua bids 
farewell to retiring CEO

KT NEWS DESK

KATHUA, DECEMBER 25: District Administra-
tion Kathua Thursday organized a farewell pro-
gramme in view of the superannuation of Chief 
Education Officer Kathua Rajiv Abrol, who is 
scheduled to retire from government service on 
December 31, 2025. Deputy Commissioner Kath-
ua, Rajesh Sharma, while extending warm wishes 
to the retiring officer, lauded his services during 
his brief stint as Chief Education Officer.

 The DC, as per an official statement, appreciated 
Rajiv Abrol’s sincere efforts towards strengthen-
ing academic standards, improving administrative 

efficiency and ensuring effective implementation of 
various educational schemes and initiatives.

On behalf of the District Administration Kathua, 
he wished him good health, happiness and a ful-
filling post-retirement life, expressing hope that he 
would now be able to devote ample time to his family 
and personal pursuits. General Manager DIC, Mush-
taq Chaudhary; Additional Deputy Commissioner, 
Vishavjeet Singh; Assistant Commissioner Revenue, 
Vishav Partap Singh; CPO, Ranjit Thakur and other 
district officers, while speaking on the occasion, high-
lighted his professionalism, dedication to duty and 
cordial working style and conveyed their best wish-
es for a peaceful and contented post-retirement life.
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Tourist influx in Sonamarg touches 4.17 lakh till November
RAJA SYED RATHER

Srinagar, Dec 25: Sonamarg, a ma-
jor tourist destination in Kashmir, 
recorded a total of 417,091 tourists 
from January to November 2025, 
showing steady growth and consist-
ent interest across seasons, official 
data reveals.

According to figures from the 
Tourist Police Post Sonamarg, the 
resort experienced a continuous 
influx of domestic, foreign, and local 
tourists throughout the year.

In January, around 55,934 tourists 
visited, including 53,676 domes-
tic visitors, 1,114 foreigners, and 
1,144 locals. February saw a slight 
increase with a total of 57,186 
tourists—55,114 domestic, 2,019 
foreigners, and 1,565 local visitors. 
March’s footfall reached near-
ly 63,000 with 59,084 domestic 
tourists, 1,120 foreigners, and 2,749 
locals. April experienced the highest 

footfall of the year, with over 72,722 
visitors—67,229 domestic, 1,434 

foreigners, and 4,059 locals. May, 
however, saw a decline, with just 

over 21,573 tourists—17,083 domes-
tic, 486 foreigners, and 4,004 locals.

June’s figures rose again to near-
ly 48,139, with 33,692 domestic, 
281 foreigners, and 14,166 locals. 
July recorded close to 39,605 
visitors—25,281 domestic, 159 for-
eigners, and 14,165 locals. August 
saw a decrease to roughly 32,139, 
including 12,124 domestic, 304 for-
eigners, and 19,711 locals.

September’s numbers fell further 
to approximately 25,264, with near-
ly 6,945 domestic, 422 foreigners, 
and 17,897 locals. October record-
ed around 14,536 visitors—8,389 
domestic, 391 foreigners, and 5,756 
locals. November’s footfall was 
just over 18,070, including 13,527 
domestic, 459 foreigners, and 4,084 
locals.

Officials told KNO that April 
marked the peak of tourist visits, 
coinciding with the spring tour-
ism rush, while summer months 
remained busy due to local and 
domestic travellers. Despite the 

seasonal slowdown in autumn, 
tourist arrivals remained steady 
into November.

Speaking to KNO, President 
of the Beopar Mandal Associa-
tion Sonamarg, Furkan Ahmad, 
said, "Tourism plays a vital role in 
Sonamarg’s economy. The rising 
number of visitors has positively 
impacted hotels, transporters, and 
local traders, strengthening the 
overall market."

The recent snowfall has led to a 
noticeable increase in tourist arriv-
als. To promote winter tourism, the 
Department of Tourism has organ-
ised comprehensive arrangements, 
including adventure activities such 
as skiing and ice skating.

"Special programmes and winter 
sports events are scheduled for 
December 31 to provide visitors 
with a memorable experience," 
Basharat Hussain, a tourist officer, 
said—(KNO)

High alert on 
Jammu, Punjab frontier 

ahead of New Year
YOGESH

Jammu, Dec 25: Security 
forces have ramped up vigi-
lance along the International 
Border (IB) in Jammu and in 
frontier districts of neigh-
bouring Punjab following in-
telligence inputs about po-
tential terrorist infiltrations 
from Pakistan.

An official said the alert 
comes amid dense fog condi-
tions expected to persist for at 
least a month, providing cover 
for such attempts, especially 
as New Year's Eve approaches.

“After heightened security 
measures in Jammu, Samba, 
and Kathua districts, the Bor-
der Security Force (BSF) has 
extended the high alert to 
Punjab's border regions,” the 
official added.

According to the inputs 
terrorists camping on the 
Pakistani side may shift their 
infiltration routes to Punjab, 
exploiting the thicker fog in 
areas like Pathankot and Gur-
daspur, which border Kathua 
in Jammu.

"Additional deployments 
have been made along the 
IB in Punjab, particularly in 
Gurdaspur and Pathankot, to 
counter any attempts by terror-
ists to cross over," sources said. 

“Searches are being con-
ducted in various border 
zones. This move echoes past 
incidents, including an infil-
tration attempt a couple of 
years ago where terrorists 
crossed into Pathankot and 
used rural belts along the 
Kathua-Pathankot border to 
advance into mountainous 
areas,” they added.

“Recent inputs indicate a 
group of three to four ter-
rorists positioned close to 
the IB are waiting for an 
opportunity to cross over 
amidst inter fog,” sourc-
es said, adding, “Behind 
the frontline BSF person-
nel, Border Police, Special 
Operations Group (SOG), 
and Village Defence Guards 
(VDGs) are on heightened 
surveillance, particularly at 

night when infiltration risks 
are higher. Damaged fenc-
ing and border posts from 
August's monsoon f loods 
in Jammu-Kathua and Pun-
jab sectors have been fully 
repaired and reconstructed.”

Senior BSF officers from 
Jammu and Punjab Frontiers 
are coordinating closely, with 
Western Command officials 
conducting regular inspec-
tions to ensure zero infiltration. 
An official said, “Advanced 
gadgetry is in place to detect 
intrusions even in low visibility. 
The region has seen escalated 
threats this year.”

“Drone activities smuggling 
narcotics and arms have also 
increased along Punjab's IB, 
with several attempts foiled 
by BSF and Punjab Police,” he 
added—(KNO)

Over 1,100 police 
outreach events 
held in north 
Kashmir in 2025
WARIS FAYAZ

Baramulla, Dec 25: Jammu & Kashmir 
Police closed the year 2025 with an un-
precedented push on community polic-
ing, using public darbars, Thana Diwas 
and PCPG (Police Community Partner-
ship Group) meetings to reach thou-
sands of residents across north Kash-
mir districts. The DIG’s media cell shared 
the year-end figures. The North Kash-
mir Range rolled out over 1,100 outreach 
programmes in 2025, hearing nearly 2.3 
lakh voices through interactions that fo-
cused on grievance redressal, awareness 
on new criminal laws and a united fight 
against drugs, according to the figures.

The year’s thrust was on “policing 
beyond enforcement", a police spokesper-
son said. He said regular public darbars by 
senior officers, including IGP Kashmir, DIG 
North Kashmir Range and district SSPs, 
provided walk in platforms where citizens 
flagged complaints about investigations, 
drug menace, neighbourhood disputes 
and everyday policing services.

The spokesperson described the 2025 
effort as a turning point in rebuilding 
trust in a border and conflict affected belt, 
saying that sustained face to face engage-
ment has narrowed communication 
gaps and encouraged residents to share 
actionable inputs against drug peddlers, 
fraudsters and other offenders.

"Community cooperation is essential 
for tackling crime, drug abuse and oth-
er social evils," the spokesperson said. 
"Proactive engagement helps in early 
identification of problems and prevents 
youth from drifting towards violence and 
radicalisation."—(KNO)

Pahalgam tourism 
festival begins

JAHANGEER GANAIE

Pahalgam, Dec 25: The Pahal-
gam Development Authority 
(PDA), in collaboration with 
other stakeholders, has or-
ganised a tourism festival in 
the picturesque tourist town 
to "further boost tourism and 
project the place as a vibrant, 
all-season destination".

The festival, which began 
amid much enthusiasm, will 
continue till the end of this 
month.

Chief Executive Officer of 
PDA, Hilal Ahmad said the 
initiative is part of a broader 
strategy to diversify tourism 
activities and attract visitors 
throughout the year. “Our focus 
is to develop Pahalgam as an 

all-weather tourist destination. 
Through such festivals, we want 
to showcase the natural beau-
ty, culture, adventure potential 
and hospitality of the region,” 
he said.

Highlighting the symbolic 
inauguration of the festival, the 
CEO said it was formally inaugu-
rated by a six-year-old girl from 
Mumbai. “We deliberately chose 
a young child to inaugurate the 
event to send a strong message 
— tourists belong to us, and 
we belong to them. Pahalgam 
welcomes everyone with open 
arms,” he said.

Ahmad lauded the role 
of  r es ident s ,  hotel ier s , 
ponywalas, guides and oth-
er stakeholders for their 
continued efforts in promoting 

tour ism. “The people of 
Pahalgam deserve immense 
appreciation. They have been 
working tirelessly to promote 
tourism in the area and have 
always extended warm hos-
pitality to visitors,” he said, 
adding that community par-
ticipation is key to sustainable 
tourism development.

The CEO further said that 
the department is actively 
working on introducing snow 
sports in Betaab Valley to 
enhance winter tourism. “We 
are exploring the potential of 
snow-based activities so that 
tourists have more options 
during the winter months as 
well,” he said.

Describing Pahalgam as 
a complete tourist package, 
Ahmad said the destination 
offers something for everyone. 
“Pahalgam has everything — 
breathtaking natural beauty, 
adventure, peace, culture and 
entertainment. It is a full pack-
age, and everyone must visit at 
least once to experience it,” he 
added.

The ongoing Tourism Festi-
val features a range of activities 
aimed at engaging visitors, 
promoting local culture and 
showcasing the tourism poten-
tial of the region, reinforcing 
Pahalgam’s position as one 
of Kashmir’s premier tourist 
destinations—(KNO)

Post-snowfall, 
tourism Deptt 
plans to boost 
footfall
REHAN QAYOOM MIR

Srinagar, Dec 25 (KNO): As winter set-
tles in following a fresh snowfall, the 
Jammu and Kashmir Tourism Depart-
ment announced a series of upcoming 
promotional events and roadshows to 
boost tourist arrivals across the Valley.

Joint Director of Tourism, Kashmir, 
Wasim Raja, said that in collaboration 
with various stakeholders, the depart-
ment will organise multiple activities and 
campaigns to sustain the current tourism 
momentum.

“Since the recent snowfall, we've 
observed a slight rise in tourist footfall, 
with hotels experiencing good occupancy. 
The response has been very encouraging,” 
Raja told reporters in Srinagar during the 
Christmas Khewa Fest, a joint celebra-
tion hosted by the Tourism Department, 
JKHARA, and KHBOA.

Raja further said, “Our upcoming 
months are packed with promotional 
events and roadshows across the coun-
try to maintain this flow and broaden our 
outreach.”

The Joint Director highlighted the 
importance of festivals such as Christmas, 
Lohri, and New Year in fostering cultural 
unity. “This year, both locals and visitors 
celebrated Christmas together, reflecting 
our warmth and shared joy,” he said.

Expressing his commitment, Raja said, 
“We are determined to keep the festive 
spirit alive and will work closely with all 
partners to ensure a steady influx of tour-
ists through winter, spring, and summer. 
The media also plays a crucial role in pro-
moting this vibrant spirit.”—(KNO)

Court directs 
SMC, police to enforce 

Soura road order
KNO 

Srinagar, Dec 25: A local court has directed 
the Srinagar Municipal Corporation (SMC) 
and the Police to ensure compliance of an 
earlier court order restraining authorities 
from obstructing the access road leading to 
the residence of a Soura resident.

The order was passed by the Court of Ist 
Civil Subordinate Judge/Municipal Magistrate 
Srinagar while hearing an application filed by 
Farooq Ahmad Lone, 
of Soura, seeking 
implementation 
of an order dated 
June 9, 2023.

The applicant 
had approached 
the court, alleging 
that despite clear 
judicial directions, 
officials of SKIMS 
and other con-
cerned authorities 
had wilfully vio-
lated the restraint 
order by dumping 
construction mate-
rial and blocking 
the gate and approach road leading to his 
house.

According to the plaintiff, the court had 
earlier restrained the concerned SKIMS 
authorities from closing the gate leading to 
the applicant’s house except by adopting due 
process of law. However, it was alleged that 
despite having full knowledge of the order, 

the non-applicants blocked the access road 
on multiple occasions in November and 
December 2025, causing serious hardship 
and affecting the applicant’s right of ingress 
and egress. After hearing the counsel for 
the applicant and perusing the record, the 
court observed that preservation of the suit 
property was necessary, failing which the 
applicant’s suit would become infructuous.

The court directed the Ward Officer con-
cerned of the Srinagar Municipal Corporation 

and the Station House Officer of the con-
cerned police station to visit the spot, verify 
whether there has been any violation of the 
court’s order dated June 9, 2023, and if found 
correct, implement the order in its true let-
ter and spirit. The authorities have also been 
directed to file a compliance report before 
the court—(KNO)

Winter plans 
activated across 
Kashmir: Div Com

CBK books Govt 
employee in 
fake jobs, land 
allotment scam
KNO

Srinagar, Dec 25: The Economic Offences 
Wing of Crime Branch Kashmir has filed 
a chargesheet against suspended gov-
ernment employee for duping poor and 
unemployed persons through fake job 
appointments and forged land allotment 
orders in Srinagar.

According to a statement, the Eco-
nomic Offences Wing (EOW) of Crime 
Branch Kashmir has submitted a charge-
sheet in FIR No. 54/2023 under Sections 
419, 420, 467, 468 and 471 IPC before 
the Hon’ble Court of the 4th Additional 
Munsiff Judge, Srinagar, against accused 
Fouzia Afzal D/o Mohd Afzal Magray 
R/o Rehmatullah Colony, Sector-B, Fruit 
Mandi, Parimpora, Srinagar.

The statement reads, the case origi-
nated from a complaint alleging that the 
accused, a Class-IV employee posted in the 
office of Deputy Commissioner Srinagar, 
indulged in gross criminal misconduct by 
issuing fake allotment orders of shops and 
plots. During investigation, it was revealed 
that these forged orders bore fabricated 
signatures of the Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar and carried a forged 
seal of the District Magistrate, Srinagar.

It reads, Upon receipt of the com-
plaint, a detailed probe was initiated 
by EOW Kashmir. The investigation 
revealed that the accused had duped 
lakhs of sums from many innocent 
poor persons and unemployed youth on 
the false pretext of providing shops at 
Jehangir Chowk, 5-marla plots at Bemi-
na, and appointment orders for Junior 
Assistant posts in various government 

RAJA SYED RATHER

Srinagar, Dec 25: Divi-
sional Commissioner 
Kashmir Anshul Garg on 
Thursday said that the ad-
ministration is fully pre-
pared for the winter and 
that the matter is being 
monitored at the high-
est level with all depart-
ments instructed to acti-
vate winter preparedness 
plans.

Speaking with reporters, 
the Divisional Commis-
sioner said that the Chief 
Minister recently reviewed 
winter preparedness for 
both Jammu and Kashmir 
divisions.

He further said that dis-
trict-level control rooms 
have been activated, while 
the divisional control 
room is functioning at the 
Integrated Command and 
Control Centre.

"The focus areas include 
snow clearance, swift res-
toration of power supply, 

timely replacement of 
transformers, adequate 
winter stocking of ration 
and LPG, availability of 
public helpline num-
bers, strengthening of 
health facil it ies and 
ensuring proper heating 
arrangements.

He said that high-
er reaches have already 
received snowfall and 
expressed confidence that 
the administration is ful-
ly prepared to minimise 
inconvenience to the pub-
lic when plains experience 
the snowfall.

He also clarified that the 
exercise related to revi-
sion of stamp duty rates 
is a routine administrative 
process carried out every 
year, with the revised rates 
coming into force from Jan-
uary 1. "The meeting was 
held according to estab-
lished norms and the rates 
will be notified shortly," he 
said—(KNO)
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Friday Brief: Moderation (Wasatiyyah) As The Essence Of Islam

I
n a world often polarised between extremism 
and apathy, the Islamic principle of Wasa-
tiyyah—moderation or the golden mean—

emerges not as a modern compromise, but as a 
divine command and the defining character of 
the Muslim community. The Quran explicitly 
designates believers as “a middle nation” (2:143), 
a community of balance that bears witness to 
humanity. This foundational concept is not a 
passive midpoint but an active, vigilant state of 

justice, wisdom, and proportion that permeates 
all aspects of life. The theological foundation is 
profound. Moderation stems from a balanced 
understanding of God’s absolute sovereignty and 
His boundless mercy. It rejects the extremes of 
despair and presumption, teaching hope grounded 
in effort and repentance. In worship, the Prophet 
Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) firmly cautioned 
against excess, stating, “Ruined are those who 
insist on hardship in matters of faith.” When 

some companions wished to abandon worldly 
comforts for perpetual prayer, he redirected them 
to fulfil the rights of their bodies, families, and 
society, establishing a model where spiritual 
devotion enhances, rather than negates, respon-
sible earthly life. This balance extends to ethics 
and conduct. In charity, one should not give so 
much as to become destitute, nor cling so tightly 
to wealth as to withhold what is due (25:67). In 
anger and emotion, the ideal is the middle way 

between suppression and uncontrolled rage. Even 
in matters of doctrine and interpretation, the path 
of the early majority (Ahl al-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah) 
was consciously forged between rigid literalism 
and speculative excess. Practically, Wasatiyyah 
is the antidote to the twin dangers of religious 
extremism (ghuluww) and secular dissolution. 
It commands justice and forbids transgression; 
it enjoins steadfastness without rigidity. The 
Prophet (PBUH) warned, “Beware of extremism 

in religion, for those who came before you were 
destroyed by it.” Thus, Islamic moderation is a 
comprehensive framework for a virtuous, sustain-
able, and just life. It is a call to embody strength 
with compassion, conviction with tolerance, 
and piety with societal engagement. In an age of 
absolutes, it is this divinely ordained, balanced 
middle path—the path of wisdom, mercy, and 
proportion—that truly represents the enduring 
and merciful message of Islam.
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The VB-G RAM G Act 2025 Fixes Structural Gaps 
The new Act preserves the legal right to work, expands entitlements, strengthens worker 

protections, and corrects structural weaknesses revealed through years of implementation. 
This is not demolition, but a process of renewal grounded in experience.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan

T
he President of India has assented to the 
Viksit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and 
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Act, 2025, 

enhancing the statutory wage employment 
guarantee to 125 days and strengthening ru-
ral livelihoods through empowerment, con-
vergence, and saturation-based delivery for a 
resilient, self-reliant rural Bharat.

A misreading by some
Yet, even as the VB-G RAM G Act comes into 

force, there are some who have advanced a set 
of assumptions that do not withstand careful 
scrutiny. It is being claimed that the employ-
ment guarantee has been weakened, that de-
centralisation and demand-based rights have 
been undermined without consultation, and 
that the reform represents fiscal withdrawal 
that is disguised as restructuring. Each of 
these assertions rests on a misreading of the 
Act's substance and intent.

What has led to this misreading is a deeper 
conceptual error the assumption that wel-
fare and development are opposing choices. 
The new framework is built on the opposite 
understanding: that welfare, anchored in an 
enhanced statutory livelihood guarantee, 
and development, anchored in durable infra-
structure creation and productivity enhance-
ment, are mutually reinforcing. Income sup-
port, asset creation, agricultural stability and 
long-term rural productivity are treated as a 
continuum rather than a trade-off. This is not 
aspirational rhetoric but an approach embed-
ded in statutory design.

The suggestion that the legal right to 

employment has been diluted is incorrect. 
The Act retains the statutory and justiciable 
character of the employment guarantee while 
strengthening its enforceability. Far from be-
ing curtailed, the entitlement has been ex-
panded from 100 to 125 days. Procedural dis-
entitlement clauses that previously nullified 
unemployment allowance in practice have 
been removed, and time-bound grievance re-
dress mechanisms have been reinforced. The 
reform directly addresses the long-recognised 
gap between statutory promise and lived 
reality.

It is also argued that demand-based em-
ployment has been abandoned in favour of 
top-down planning. This rests on a false bi-
nary. Demand for work continues to originate 
from workers. What changes is that demand 
is no longer addressed only after distress has 
set in. By anchoring execution in advance, 
participatory village-level planning, the re-
form ensures that when workers seek em-
ployment, work is actually available rather 
than denied due to administrative unpre-
paredness. Planning, in this sense, does not 
suppress demand; it operationalises it.

The charge of centralisation overlooks the 
architecture of the law. Gram panchayats 
remain the primary planning and imple-
menting authorities, and gram sabhas retain 
approval powers over local plans. What has 
changed is that decentralised planning is no 
longer ad hoc or episodic but institutionalised 
as a structured and participatory process. 
Viksit Gram Panchayat Plans are aggregated 
at the block, district, State and national levels 
to enable coordination, convergence and vis-
ibility across sectors, not to override local pri-
orities. What is centralised is coherence; the 
decision-making authority remains local. This 
corrects fragmentation without undermining 
decentralisation.

Claims that the reform was pushed through 
without consultation are equally inconsistent 
with the record. The Bill was preceded by ex-
tensive consultations with State governments, 
technical workshops and multi-stakeholder 

discussions. Core design features - village 
planning structures, convergence mecha-
nisms and digital governance systems were 
shaped by feedback from States and by les-
sons drawn from years of implementation.

An increase in allocations, equity
The broader premise that the employ-

ment guarantee was systematically weak-
ened over the past decade does not align with 
facts. Budgetary allocations increased from 
�33,000 crore in 2013-14 to 286,000 crore 
in 2024-25. Person days generated rose from 
1,660 crore in the period up to 2013-14 to 
3,210 crore thereafter. Central funds released 
increased from �2.13 lakh crore to �8.53 
lakh crore, and completed works expanded 
from 153 lakh to 862 lakh. Women's partici-
pation rose from 48% to 56.73%. Over 99% of 
fund transfer orders are now generated on 
time, and nearly 99% of active workers are 
linked to the Aadhaar Payment Bridge. These 
trends point to sustained commitment and 
improved delivery, not neglect.

What became evident over time, however, 
was that implementation experience had also 
revealed structural weaknesses in the earlier 
framework itself-episodic employment, weak 
enforceability of unemployment allowance, 
fragmented asset creation and persistent 
scope for duplication and ghost entries. These 
weaknesses were visible on the ground during 
drought years, migration spikes and periods of 
disruption such as the COVID-19 pandemic.

Fiscal restructuring under the new Act 
is also mischaracterised as abdication. The 
central government's contribution is increas-
ing - the provision for the Centre's share rises 
from �86,000 crore to nearly 295,000 crore, 
underscoring continued and enhanced sup-
port for rural employment. The 60:40 funding 
model follows the long-established struc-
ture of centrally sponsored schemes, while 
the northeastern and Himalayan States and 
Jammu and Kashmir are accorded a differ-
ential 90:10 ratio. Far from signalling fiscal 
withdrawal, this framework reinforces shared 
responsibility and accountability.

Equity is ensured through rule-based nor-
mative allocation, with State-wise allocations 
determined on objective parameters pre-
scribed in the Rules. States are treated not as 
mere implementing agencies but as partners 
in development, empowered to notify and 
operationalise their own schemes within the 
statutory framework. Flexibility is explicitly 
preserved: during natural disasters, or other 
extraordinary situations, States may recom-
mend special relaxations, which includes ex-
pansion of permissible works and temporary 
enhancement of employment. Rule-based 
allocation and contextual flexibility are thus 
balanced in a manner consistent with coop-
erative federalism. 

The Act empowers States to notify, in ad-
vance, periods aggregating to 60 days in a 
financial year covering peak sowing and har-
vesting seasons during which works shall not 
be undertaken. Differentiated notifications 
may be issued at the level of districts, blocks, 
or gram panchayats based on agro-climatic 
conditions, ensuring that the enhanced em-
ployment guarantee complements agricul-
tural operations.

The UPA's record
From its very first tenure, the Congress-led 

United Progressive Alliance (UPA) govern-
ment failed to match rhetoric with delivery 
under MGNREGA. While the Congress mani-
festo promised "at least 100 days of work at 
a real wage of 100 per day", the government 
capped wages at 100 as early as 2009 and kept 
them frozen for years, ignoring inflation and 
rising rural distress. The Centre openly admit-
ted that States were acting arbitrarily under 
the scheme and justified the wage freeze by 
blaming State governments for 'indiscrimi-
nate increases'. This admission itself exposed 
a serious governance failure: the Congress-
led Centre was unable to control even its own 
State governments, allowing MGNREGA to 
become vulnerable to misuse, fake job cards, 
and financial leakages.

The UPA's second term saw a steady decline 
in commitment to the scheme. Budgetary 

allocations were cut from 240,100 crore in 
2010-11 to 33,000 crore by 2012-13, despite 
growing demand from States. In a parliamen-
tary reply in 2013, Minister of State Rajeev 
Shukla acknowledged that employment un-
der MGNREGA had fallen sharply from 7.55 
crore workers in 2010-11 to just 6.93 crore by 
November 2013. Delayed fund releases, lack 
of transparency in payments, and administra-
tive apathy discouraged workers from seeking 
employment, directly undermining the legal 
guarantee promised under the Act.

The Comptroller and Auditor General's 2013 
report laid bare the true state of MGNREGA 
during the UPA years. It highlighted wide-
spread corruption and mismanagement: over 
4.33 lakh fake or defective job cards, thou-
sands of crores lost to unaccounted with-
drawals and irregular work, delayed or denied 
wages in 23 States, and poor record-keeping 
in more than half of India's gram panchayats. 
States with the highest concentration of rural 
poor- Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra 
used only about 20% of allocated funds, prov-
ing that the scheme failed precisely where it 
was needed most.

To frame the debate as a choice between 
welfare and development is to pose a false di-
chotomy. Welfare, when anchored in a guar-
anteed livelihood, and development, when 
anchored in durable rural infrastructure and 
productivity, are not competing objectives 
but interdependent ones. The real decision 
was whether to freeze a framework that of-
ten under-delivered, or to reform it into a 
modern, enforceable, and integrated em-
ployment guarantee that advances welfare 
through development. The new Act preserves 
the legal right to work, expands entitlements, 
strengthens worker protections, and corrects 
structural weaknesses revealed through years 
of implementation. This is not demolition, but 
a process of renewal grounded in experience.

The author is Union Minister for Agriculture 
and Farmers' Welfare, and Rural Development, 

Government of India.

Transforming Energy Into Strength: SHANTI’s Vision For Viksit Bharat

Dr Jitendra Singh 

W
hen the monsoon first touches the 
Deccan, a million tiny rivulets knit 
themselves into rivers. It is not a thun-

derclap that turns water into force; it is patient 
joining—stream to stream, village to village—un-
til the flow is confident enough to light a city. 
India’s journey with the atom has felt like that: 
quiet channels of science converging over de-
cades, now gathering into a river strong enough 
to power a data centre at midnight, sterilise a 
meal in the afternoon, and help a clinician save 
a child by evening. 

With the introduction of the SHANTI Bill—
the Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement 
of Nuclear Energy for Transforming India Bill, 
2025—we are shaping the riverbed so that this 
flow reaches every home, industry and institu-
tion that needs dependable, clean energy and 
life enhancing applications. 

To understand why this moment matters, 
we must begin with the context. Before 2014, 
India’s nuclear framework was anchored in two 
separate statutes: the Atomic Energy Act, 1962, 
which guided development and control, and 
the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010, 
which provided a no fault compensation regime. 
Each served its time; each also reflected an era 
when nuclear capability was primarily a sover-
eign effort, with very limited pathways for the 
broader ecosystem—manufacturing, finance, 
insurance, startups, and advanced research—to 
participate. SHANTI draws these strands togeth-
er, repealing both laws and replacing them with 
a single, modern architecture—in one stroke 

conferring statutory status on our regulator, the 
Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB), defin-
ing roles and responsibilities with clarity, and 
opening responsible avenues for public private 
participation while reserving sensitive functions 
to the Government. 

Comparison tells us how far the river has wid-
ened. In the past decade India has achieved self 
reliance across the nuclear fuel cycle and car-
ried the programme responsibly; now we are 
ready to scale—towards a national goal of 100 
gigawatt (GW) nuclear capacity by 2047, adding 
reliable baseload power to support AI, quantum 
computing, indigenous semiconductor fabrica-
tion, and large scale data research. The Bill codi-
fies this readiness: it creates a unified licensing 
and safety authorisation regime; it sets graded 
liability for operators—�3,000 crore for the 
largest reactors, down to �100 crore for smaller 
reactors and fuel cycle facilities—so innovation 
such as small reactors and small modular reac-
tors (SMRs) can proceed with proportionate 
safeguards. It also establishes a Nuclear Liability 
Fund for situations where compensation exceeds 
the operator’s cap, and provides recourse to the 
international Convention on Supplementary 
Compensation—because compassion must be as 
scalable as technology. 

Change, in the most meaningful sense, is 
what the ordinary citizen can feel. In healthcare, 
nuclear medicine has moved from promise to 
practice: targeted therapies for childhood blood 
cancers and prostate malignancies now flow 
from centres such as Tata Memorial, turning 
isotopes into instruments of healing. We have 
made headway in a decade; we are liberalis-
ing research pathways so that capable private 
institutes can add their ingenuity to national 
capacity. In food and agriculture, radiation tech-
nologies already help preserve produce, extend 
shelf life, and ensure safety; SHANTI recognises 
radiation facilities and generating equipment, 
bringing clarity and security to their everyday 
use—whether in a hospital’s therapy wing or a 
factory’s quality line. 

Let me explain some of the terms we will live 

with. A “nuclear incident” is an occurrence (or 
related series) that causes nuclear damage—or, 
despite reasonable preventive steps, poses a 
grave, imminent risk of doing so. “Nuclear dam-
age” is broader than before: it includes loss of 
life or injury (including long term health im-
pact), loss or damage to property, environmental 
restoration costs, loss of income linked to envi-
ronmental use, and the costs of preventive and 
mitigation measures. A “safety authorisation” 
is written permission from the AERB; it is what 
ensures that radiation equipment, radioisotopes, 
and facilities that expose individuals to ionising 
radiation are designed, sited, operated and de-
commissioned under standards that put safety 
first—always. 

Safety is not a slogan; it is a discipline with 
numbers and routines. India’s operating plants 
are inspected every three months during con-
struction and every six months in operation; 
licences are renewed every five years; the 
International Atomic Energy Agency bench-
marks our parameters, and the AERB’s statutory 
status now gives it sharper teeth. Radiation is 
measured in microsieverts: the annual public 
limit is 1,000 µSv, while emissions at our stations 
are a tiny fraction—for instance, Koodankulam’s 
is around 0.002 of that unit, Tarapur around 
0.2—evidence that design and operation keep 
doses well below thresholds. Seismic wisdom is 
built in: eastern and western coastal sites are sit-
ed far from high risk zones—hundreds to over a 
thousand kilometres away—because geography, 
too, must be engineered into safety. 

What changes, then, in the citizen’s daily 
life? First, power you can trust—24×7, low car-
bon, and not hostage to the weather. When a 
textile cluster adds an SMR to its energy mix, it 
stabilises looms and livelihoods; when a district 
hospital relies on uninterrupted power for imag-
ing, radiotherapy, and digital records, a patient’s 
anxiety is reduced to the one thing no law can 
cure—waiting time. SHANTI’s graded liability 
regime reduces barriers for smaller investors 
to build such plants while maintaining strict 
responsibility, and its unified rules simplify the 

journey from design to operation.
Second, better redress when things go wrong. 

The Bill creates an Atomic Energy Redressal 
Advisory Council—comprised of the AEC 
Chairperson, BARC Director, AERB Chairperson, 
and CEA Chairperson—to hear review applica-
tions and facilitate conciliation with techni-
cal depth. It designates Claims Commissioners 
within thirty days of a notified incident to ad-
judicate compensation swiftly, and empowers 
the Government to constitute a Nuclear Damage 
Claims Commission for severe cases with quasi 
judicial powers modeled on civil courts—but 
guided by natural justice for speed and sensitiv-
ity. This is justice engineered for emergencies.

Third, a secure, transparent ecosystem. 
Restricted information provisions protect sen-
sitive data—about sites, materials, designs—
without choking legitimate public outreach on 
safety. The Government retains exclusive control 
of enrichment, reprocessing of spent fuel, heavy 
water production, and isotopic separations; all 
spent fuel is cooled and ultimately delivered 
back to Government custody—never handled 
by private operators—so long term stewardship 
remains a sovereign function. At the same time, 
research, design and innovation are exempted 
from licensing (with safety and national security 
caveats), so startups and universities can explore 
prototypes, sensors, AI enabled monitoring, and 
advanced materials that make reactors safer and 
radiation uses more precise. 

Our journey has also learned from adjacent 
sectors. When we opened space to private par-
ticipation five years ago, a fledgling economy 
grew to $8 billion, with over 300 startups and a 
trajectory to quintuple within a decade. We ex-
pect a similar confidence effect here: alongside 
SHANTI, we have announced missions for SMRs 
with �20,000 crore earmarked, and a �1 lakh 
crore Research, Development and Innovation 
fund to catalyse private sector across domains. 
Nuclear energy will not be a solitary silo; it will 
be a node in India’s wider innovation surge.

Some worry about liability and courts; SHANTI 
is explicit. Operator carries the liability with caps 

graded by installation, backed by mandatory in-
surance or financial security; beyond the cap, 
the Nuclear Liability Fund and, if needed, inter-
national supplementary compensation pool can 
be tapped. Civil courts will not be clogged with 
technical claims; specialised redressal commis-
sion will adjudicate, with appeals routed to the 
Appellate Tribunal for Electricity (augmented 
with nuclear technical members) and, ultimately, 
to the Supreme Court. The intent is not to bypass 
justice, but to deliver it with speed, expertise and 
dignity. 

And some fear sovereignty might be diluted; 
the opposite is true. Source and fissile materials 
remain under Government surveillance and ac-
counting; uranium and thorium mining above 
notified grades is reserved to Government en-
tities; acquisition rights in sensitive cases vest 
in the Centre; and emergency powers allow 
the Government to assume control across fa-
cilities and materials if the nation so demands. 
Sovereignty, safety, and scale reinforce each 
other. 

In the end, a law is only as alive as the people 
it serves. I picture a small town whose street 
lights no longer flicker at midnight because a 
nearby reactor hums steadily; a farmer whose 
irradiated onions fetch a fairer price after a 
longer shelf life; a mother watching a linear ac-
celerator calibrate a life-saving dose; a young 
engineer writing an algorithm that catches an 
anomaly before it becomes an incident. That is 
the India SHANTI seeks to midwife: Viksit Bharat 
powered by clean, reliable energy, protected by 
robust regulation, and propelled by the ingenu-
ity of its citizens.

Rivers do not argue their way to the sea; they 
find it. With SHANTI, India’s nuclear river has 
found its course—safe, sovereign, and generous 
enough to carry every citizen with it. 

The author is Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for Science and Technology; 

Earth Sciences and Minister of State for PMO; 
Department of Atomic Energy; Department of 

Space; Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions
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OPINION

A Year Of Big-Ticket Reforms
While India celebrates former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s birth anniversary as Good Governance Day, it is worth 
noting that 2025 has witnessed some of the Modi government’s most decisive, big-ticket governance reforms.

Tuhin A. Sinha 

W
hile India celebrates former PM Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee’s birth anniversary 
as Good Governance Day, it is worth 

noting that 2025 has witnessed some of the 
Modi government’s most decisive, big-ticket 
governance reforms. These reforms only re-
inforce the Prime Minister’s commitment to 
raise the governance bar and expedite India’s 
2047 goals. Good Governance Day, marked 
every December 25 since 2014, honours the 
legacy of former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee, one 
of India’s most revered leaders and a founding 
figure of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

Vajpayee, born in 1924, exemplified prin-
ciples of accountability, transparency, and 
inclusive growth during his tenure as Prime 
Minister from 1998 to 2004. His administra-
tion pioneered initiatives like the Golden 
Quadrilateral highway project and telecom 
reforms, setting a benchmark for efficient 
governance. The same ethos of “Sushasan” 
(good governance) have underpinned the 
Modi government’s reform agenda, trans-
forming abstract ideals into concrete policies 
that prioritize citizen welfare, economic resil-
ience, and systemic efficiency. 2025 emerged 
as a year of “reform blitz” for the Modi gov-
ernment, with over a dozen major bills passed 
in Parliament to turbo charge the economy 
amid global challenges like potential US tar-
iffs and geopolitical uncertainties. These re-
forms, spanning nuclear energy, insurance, 
securities markets, labour laws, rural employ-
ment, and Waqf property management, were 
designed to unlock hundreds of billions in in-
vestments, simplify compliance, and position 
India as a global economic powerhouse.

By consolidating outdated laws, enhancing 
transparency, and opening sectors to private 
and foreign participation, the government 
aimed to boost GDP growth, create jobs, 
and achieve the targets of “Viksit Bharat” 
(Developed India) by 2047. Critics argued 
some changes diluted worker rights or in-
creased government oversight, but propo-
nents hailed them as decisive steps to correct 
historical wrongs, formalize informal sectors, 
and shield the economy from external shocks. 
A decoding of some of these reforms only un-
derscores their importance in the country’s 
journey ahead. One of the most contentious 

yet corrective reforms of 2025 was the Waqf 
(Amendment) Act, passed in April, which 
overhauled the Waqf Act of 1995 and its 2013 
amendments.

The 1995 Act had granted Waqf Boards 
unchecked powers to declare properties as 
Waqf, often leading to arbitrary claims on 
government, private, and even non-Muslim 
lands. The 2013 amendments exacerbated 
this by introducing “Waqf by user” – a provi-
sion allowing properties to be deemed Waqf 
based on historical usage, without formal 
documentation, enabling illegal land grabs 
estimated to affect millions of acres. The 
2025 Act rectifies these wrongs by abolishing 
“Waqf by user,” ensuring only properties with 
valid deeds or explicit dedication can be clas-
sified as Waqf, thus preventing retrospective 
claims on government lands. This formaliza-
tion paves the way for transparent manage-
ment, including digitization of records and 
inclusion of non-Muslims in Waqf Councils 
for broader oversight.

By ending unchecked encroachments, the 
reform safeguards heritage while promot-
ing socio-economic utilization of Waqf as-
sets, potentially unlocking value for com-
munity welfare and reducing litigation. 
Implemented nationwide from 21 November 
2025, the four new Labour Codes – on Wages, 
Social Security, Industrial Relations, and 

Occupational Safety – consolidated 29 pre-
vious laws into a streamlined framework of 
four comprehensive labour codes, marking 
a historic overhaul. These codes enhance so-
cial security by mandating Provident Fund 
(PF), Employees’ State Insurance Corporation 
(ESIC), insurance, and gratuity for all work-
ers, including those in unorganized sectors. A 
boon for gig and platform workers, the Social 
Security Code requires aggregators to con-
tribute to a welfare fund, providing first-time 
coverage like accident benefits and pensions.

To boost women’s workforce participa-
tion, provisions include extended mater-
nity leave, creche facilities, and flexible work 
hours, addressing barriers that have kept 
female labour force participation below 40 
per cent. Uniform minimum wages across 
industries and simplified compliance (re-
ducing forms from hundreds to a few) make 
it easier for businesses to hire, potentially 
creating millions of jobs while protecting 
vulnerable workers from exploitation. The 
codes’ focus on inclusivity positions them as 
a catalyst for a more equitable labour market. 
Enacted in December 2025, the VB–G RAM 
G Bill replaced the 2005 Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA) with a modernized framework 
aligned with India’s 2047 development goals. 
MGNREGA’s 100-day guarantee often suffered 

from delays, corruption, and limited focus on 
asset creation; the new Bill expands it to 125 
days of wage employment per househol, in-
troduces Gramin Rozgar Guarantee Cards for 
seamless access, and raises administrative 
spending to 9 per cent for better tech-driven 
monitoring. It emphasizes livelihood security 
through skill-linked works and infrastructure 
projects, with seasonal pauses to align with 
agricultural cycles.

By capping funding and integrating digi-
tal tools, the reform curbs leakages and 
shifts from mere wage provision to sustain-
able rural empowerment. This overhaul is 
expected to enhance rural resilience, reduce 
migration, and contribute to balanced eco-
nomic growth. The Sustainable Harnessing 
and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for 
Transforming India (SHANTI) Bill, passed in 
December 2025, marked a seismic shift by 
allowing private and foreign firms full par-
ticipation in India’s nuclear sector for the first 
time since independence. Previously monop-
olized by state entities, the sector faced fund-
ing shortages and slow expansion. This single 
reform unlocks $214 billion in investments. 
It streamlines regulations, promotes clean 
energy to meet net-zero targets, and bolsters 
energy security amid rising demands.

Safety remains paramount with enhanced 
oversight, positioning nuclear power as a cor-
nerstone for sustainable development and 
reducing reliance on fossil fuels. The Sabka 
Bima Sabki Raksha (Amendment of Insurance 
Laws) Bill,approved in December 2025, raised 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in insurance 
from 74 to 100 per cent, fulfilling a long-
pending demand to infuse capital and achieve 
“Insurance for All by 2047.” With penetration 
at just 3.8 per cent of GDP, the sector needed 
a boost; the reform reduces capital require-
ments for reinsurers from Rs 5,000 crore to 
Rs 1,000 crore, encouraging more players and 
innovation in products like micro-insurance. 
It mandates full premium reinvestment 
in India, addressing data privacy concerns 
while spurring job creation and skill devel-
opment. This liberalization is projected to 
deepen market penetration, lower premiums 
through competition, and fortify financial re-
silience for millions. Introduced and passed 
in December 2025, the Securities Markets 
Code Bill unified three legacy laws – the 

SEBI Act (1992), Depositories Act (1996), and 
Securities Contracts (Regulation) Act (1956) – 
into a single, contemporary code.

Outdated regulations had hampered ef-
ficiency; the new code strengthens the 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 
by expanding its board to 15 members, en-
hancing accountability, and bolstering in-
vestor protection through stricter penalties 
and faster dispute resolution. It simplif ies 
compliance for intermediaries, promotes 
market participation, and integrates digital 
tools for transparency. This reform shields 
India’s booming stock markets from volatil-
ity, attracts foreign inflows, and aligns with 
global standards, fostering a robust financial 
ecosystem. Moreover, In August 2025, PM 
Modi during his Independence Day speech, 
announced a dedicated Task Force for Next-
Generation Reforms led by former Cabinet 
Secretary Rajiv Gauba.

It aims to accelerate economic growth, 
slash red tape, and modernize governance 
by repealing obsolete laws, simplifying 
compliance, digitizing approvals, and de-
criminalizing minor offencesbuilding on 
prior elimination of over 40,000 compliances. 
Complementing this, the government ad-
vanced key trade pacts: India-UK CETA (July), 
India-EFTA TEPA (October, $100B invest-
ments), India- New Zealand and India- Oman 
(December). Additionally, “GST 2.0” reforms 
(September) simplified rates to mainly 5 and 
18 per cent, cut taxes on essentials and insur-
ance, and boosted MSME refunds to stimulate 
consumption and growth.

These measures reflect conviction-driven 
reforms to insulate the economy and attract 
investments. The Modi government’s 2025 
reforms represent a decisive push towards 
systemic transformation, echoing Vajpayee’s 
governance legacy while adapting to con-
temporary needs. From curbing land grabs to 
empowering gig workers and opening strate-
gic sectors, these changes promise sustained 
growth, job creation, and equity. As India 
navigates 2026, the true test will be in imple-
mentation, but 2025 undoubtedly laid a resil-
ient foundation for a pacy future.

The author is a national spokesperson of 
BJP and an author

Source: The Statesman

Celebrating 25th Anniversary: Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana (PMGSY) Transforming Rural Connectivity In India

Press Information Bureau

R
oad infrastructure constitutes a fun-
damental pillar of rural development, 
enabling access to economic and social 

services, enhancing agricultural incomes, 
creating productive employment opportuni-
ties, and making a significant contribution 
to poverty reduction.  Celebrating 25 years 
in 2025, the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana (PMGSY) stands out as one of India’s 
most impactful rural infrastructure initiatives. 
Launched on 25 December 2000 to ensure 
all-weather connectivity to previously un-
connected rural habitations, the programme 
has emerged as a key enabler of agricultural 
growth, employment generation, improved 
access to education and health services, and 
poverty alleviation. Over time, PMGSY has 
evolved into a key driver of socio-economic 
transformation, strengthening market inte-
gration, facilitating better price realization for 
farmers, and supporting both farm and non-
farm livelihoods. Collectively, these outcomes 
underscore the programme’s central role in 
advancing inclusive and sustainable rural 
development.

From Connectivity to Consolidation: 
Phased Progress under PMGSY

Since its inception, the Pradhan Mantri 
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) has sanctioned 
a total of 8,25,114 km of rural roads, of which 
7,87,520 km have been completed, reflect-
ing nearly 95  percent physical progress as of 
December 2025.

Budgetary allocations to the Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) in re-
cent years reflect the government’s sustained 
emphasis on strengthening rural road con-
nectivity. For the financial year 2025–26, the 
programme has been allocated Rs. 19,000 
crore, underscoring the continued support 
for enhancing rural infrastructure, ensuring 
all-weather road connectivity, and boosting 
economic opportunities in rural areas.
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 
(PMGSY) Phase – I (2000)

Launched in 2000, Phase I of the pro-
gramme served as the flagship initiative to 
provide all-weather road connectivity to eligi-
ble, previously unconnected rural habitations. 
It established the foundation for universal 
rural access by linking villages with markets, 
educational institutions, and healthcare fa-
cilities. Road connectivity projects for a total 
of 1,63,339 rural habitations have been sanc-
tioned nationwide under Phase I.

PMGSY Phase - II (2013)
Introduced in 2013, Phase II of the pro-

gramme focused on strengthening and con-
solidating the existing rural road network. 
It prioritized the upgradation of economi-
cally important routes linking rural markets, 
growth centers, and service hubs, with the 
objective of improving transportation ef-
ficiency and accelerating rural economic 
development.

Road Connectivity Project for Left Wing 
Extremism Affected Areas (RCPLWEA) – (2016)

Launched in 2016, the road connectiv-
ity project for Left Wing Extremism Affected 
Area (RCPLWEA) is a targeted intervention for 
infrastructure development covering 44 most 
severely affected Left Wing Extremism (LWE) 
districts and adjoining areas across nine 
States- Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Odisha, Telangana, and Uttar Pradesh.

The scheme serves a dual objective:
Strengthen security operations by enhanc-

ing the mobility of security forces.
Promote socio-economic development by 

improving access to markets, educational in-
stitutions, and healthcare services in remote 
and underserved regions.

PMGSY Phase III- (2019)

Launched in 2019, Phase III of the pro-
gramme focuses on upgrading 1,25,000 km 
of Through Routes and Major Rural Links 
to strengthen connectivity between rural 
habitations and key socio-economic institu-
tions, including Gramin Agricultural Markets 
(GrAMs), higher secondary schools, and 
healthcare facilities. As of December 2025, out 
of the total target, 1,22,393 km of road have 
been sanctioned, and 1,01,623 km (83%) have 
been constructed nationwide. The PMGSY-
III has significantly improved mobility, en-
hanced access to education and healthcare, 
facilitated better integration with agricultural 
markets, increased employment opportuni-
ties, and contributed to broader rural socio-
economic transformation.

PMGSY Phase – IV (2024)

A total road length of 62,500 kilometres is 
proposed to be constructed during the imple-
mentation period from FY 2024–25 to 2028–
29, with an overall financial outlay of Rs. 
70,125 crore. Phase IV of the Pradhan Mantri 
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) aims to provide 
all-weather road connectivity to 25,000 un-
connected rural habitations, based on Census 

2011 population criteria:
Habitats with a population of 500 and 

above in plain areas,
250 and above in North-Eastern and 

Himalayan States/UTs, and
Habitations located in special category ar-

eas, including Tribal (Schedule V) regions, 
Aspirational Districts/Blocks, and Desert 
areas.

Application of Advanced Technologies in 
Rural Road Development

The Government’s systematic measures 
have significantly improved the quality, du-
rability, and sustainability of rural roads 
constructed under PMGSY. Progress and per-
formance of PMGSY road projects are closely 
monitored using advanced digital technolo-
gies and online platforms, ensuring greater 
efficiency, transparency, and accountability.

Online Management, Monitoring, and 
Accounting System (OMMAS)

The Online Management, Monitoring, 
and Accounting System (OMMAS) enables 
real-time monitoring of all works under the 
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, ensuring 
that physical and financial progress remains 
aligned with the targets assigned to states. To 
further strengthen the Project Management 
Information System (PMIS), it has been inte-
grated within OMMAS to facilitate more ef-
fective management of construction activities 
for each road sanctioned under PMGSY-III.

OMMAS also supports quality assurance by 
capturing assessments carried out by inde-
pendent quality monitors. Inspections con-
ducted by National Quality Monitors (NQMs) 
and State Quality Monitors (SQMs) are upload-
ed through the Quality Monitoring System 
(QMS) mobile application, along with geo-
tagged photographs from the field, and are 
subsequently reflected on the OMMAS portal. 
This framework enables real-time quality 
monitoring and enhances transparency in the 
delivery of durable rural infrastructure.

e-MARG (electronic Maintenance of Rural 
Roads)

The Electronic Maintenance of PMGSY 
Roads (e-MARG) platform has been imple-
mented across all States to ensure system-
atic monitoring of PMGSY road maintenance 
for a period of five years from the date of 
completion, corresponding to the Defect 
Liability Period (DLP). With the introduction 

of e-MARG as a dedicated software module 
for maintenance payments, contractor pay-
ments during the DLP are now directly linked 
to road performance and quality outcomes. 
This performance-based contract manage-
ment system has significantly strengthened 
accountability, improved maintenance stan-
dards, and enhanced the long-term durability 
of PMGSY assets.

Use of Global Positioning System (GPS)

To strengthen transparency and account-
ability in road construction, the mandatory 
installation of a GPS-enabled Vehicle Tracking 
System (VTS) on all vehicles, machinery, 
and equipment deployed by contractors and 
Programme Implementation Units (PIUs) for 
PMGSY III works has been enforced since May 
2022. This mechanism enables continuous 
monitoring of equipment deployment and 
operational duration, thereby ensuring adher-
ence to prescribed construction processes and 
contributing to the attainment of stipulated 
road quality standards.

D. Robust Technical Standards

The adoption of environmentally sustain-
able materials and advanced construction 
technologies in road development is actively 
promoted. Drawing on international best 
practices and evidence from indigenous re-
search, the Indian Roads Congress (IRC) has 
formulated new standards and periodically 
revised existing guidelines to facilitate the 
adoption of such innovations. Accordingly, a 
wide range of eco-friendly materials, includ-
ing fly ash, slag, construction and demolition 
waste, waste plastic, crumb rubber modified 
bitumen, geosynthetics, bio-bitumen, and 
bio-engineering measures, are being de-
ployed in national Highway projects, subject 
to their availability and technical feasibility.

Innovation and Climate Resilience

The adoption of innovative construction 
technologies, including the utilization of 
waste plastic, cold mix techniques, and Full 
Depth Reclamation, has enhanced the du-
rability of rural roads while mitigating en-
vironmental impacts. As of July 2025, these 
sustainable methods have been employed in 
the construction of more than 1.24 lakh Km 
of roads, reflecting a strategic shift towards 
resilient and eco-friendly rural infrastructure 
development.

Three-Tier Quality Monitoring

To ensure the quality and long-term dura-
bility of rural roads, a robust three-tier Quality 
Monitoring System has been institutionalized.

Tier 1: Field-level quality checks by the ex-
ecuting agencies.

Tier 2: Inspections by independent State 
Quality Monitors (SQMs).

Tier 3: Surprise audits by National Quality 
Monitors (NQMs) deputed by the Ministry.

All Progress and quality assessments are 
monitored in real-time through the Online 
Management, Monitoring, and Accounting 
System (OMMAS).

Conclusion

As the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 
(PMGSY) marks 25 years of transformative 
impact in 2025, it stands as a defining pillar 
of India’s rural development journey. With 
nearly 96 percent of the sanctioned rural road 
length completed, the programme has signifi-
cantly enhanced rural accessibility, strength-
ened market linkages, improved access to 
education and healthcare, and accelerated 
inclusive economic growth. The phased evo-
lution of PMGSY, from ensuring basic connec-
tivity to consolidating networks, developing 
strategic rural links, and advancing universal 
last-mile access under Phase IV. The integra-
tion of advanced digital monitoring systems 
such as OMMAS, e-MARG, GPS-enabled track-
ing, and a robust three-tier quality assurance 
mechanism has ensured transparency, ac-
countability, durability, and climate resilience. 
Aligned with the Sustainable Development 
Goals, PMGSY extends beyond infrastructure 
creation to promote environmental sustain-
ability, poverty reduction, and inclusive rural 
transformation.

Key Takeaways

• Since Its Inception, 8,25,114 km of rural 
roads have been sanctioned under PMGSY, 
with 7,87,520 km completed.

• Under PMGSY–III, 1,22,393 km were sanc-
tioned, and 1,01,623 km were constructed.

• Under PMGSY–IV (2024–29), 25,000 habi-
tations to be connected through 62,500 
km of roads with an outlay of Rs 70,125 
crore.

• Real-time monitoring through OMMAS, 
e-MARG, GPS tracking, and a three-tier 
quality system ensures accountability and 
durability.
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Jammu Division launches 
e-auction for advertising 
rights on Vande Bharat trains
KT News Desk

Jammu, Dec 25: Jammu Division 
of Northern Railway under-
takes various initiatives from 
time to time to enhance pas-
senger amenities and increase 
non-fare revenue. Under the 
leadership of Senior Divisional 
Commercial Manager Uchit 
Singhal, another unique initia-
tive was taken with the suc-
cessful conduct of the first-ever 
e-auction for the allocation of 
advertising rights on the inter-
coach sliding doors of all Vande 
Bharat trains of the Jammu 
Division on December 24. 

Earlier, in September, the LED 
screens of all Vande Bharat trains 
of the Jammu Division were allo-
cated for advertising for a period 
of five years. This will generate 
revenue of approximately Rs. 1.3 
crore for the railways over the 
next five years.

The recently concluded e-auc-
tion, which was held for the use 
of advertising space on the in-
terior inter-coach sliding doors 
of Vande Bharat Express trains, 
was also successfully completed. 
Through this historic e-auction, 
advertising rights have been 
allocated for a period of three 
years. This will not only increase 
the division's revenue but also 
strengthen the division's vision 
of improving the passenger ex-
perience and providing effective 
advertising opportunities to lo-
cal businesses.

The details of this e-auction 
are as follows:

1. Vande Bharat Train No. 
26401/26402 will generate non-
fare revenue of approximately 
Rs. 12.74 lakh for the railways 

over three years.
2. Vande Bharat Train No. 

26403/26404 will generate non-
fare revenue of approximately 
Rs. 13.73 lakh for the railways 
over three years.

3. Vande Bharat Train No. 
22478/22477 will generate non-
fare revenue of approximately 
Rs. 17.70 lakh for the railways 
over three years.

The railways will receive a 
total revenue of approximately 
Rs. 44,17,920 over a period of 
three years. Senior Divisional 
Commercial Manager, Mr. Uchit 
Singhal, commenting on the 
e-auction, said, "This reflects 
a unique initiative, demon-
strating that the railways are 
exploring new and innovative 
ways to generate revenue. The 
Vande Bharat train is a pre-
mium service for passengers, 
and it offers a large and ex-
clusive market for advertising 
brands. This step is in line with 
the broader policy of Indian 
Railways to monetize assets 
and expand alternative revenue 
channels. This initiative will 
provide passengers with useful 
information along with engag-
ing advertisements, making 
their journey even more inter-
esting and enjoyable."

Jammu Railway staff  
honoured for honesty, 
dedication in passenger service

KT News Desk

Jammu, Dec 25: The excel-
lent and conscientious work 
done by the ticket checking 
staff of the Jammu Division 
of Northern Railway was 
specially appreciated by the 
Senior Divisional Commercial 
Manager, Uchit Singhal. The 
ticket checking staff demon-
strated honesty by returning 
a passenger's luggage that had 
been left behind at the station.

Highlighting the incident, on 
December 23, a passenger trav-
eling in coach C1 of train num-
ber 26403 Vande Bharat, which 
runs from Srinagar to Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi Katra, forgot his 
bag at Srinagar Railway Station. 
He informed the ticket check-
ing staff on the train, Dinesh 
Kumar, about his missing bag. 

Taking immediate ac-
tion, Dinesh Kumar in-
formed the Srinagar Station 
Superintendent, who located 
the passenger's luggage and 
deposited it in his office. The 

next day, December 24, the 
ticket checking staff, while on 
duty on train number 26402 
from Srinagar to Katra, brought 
the passenger's luggage with 
them from Srinagar and hand-
ed it over to the passenger at 
the Ticket Inspector's office in 
Katra after completing the veri-
fication process.

The passenger thanked the 
railway and the ticket checking 
staff, saying that the bag con-
tained some important docu-
ments and money, which he 
received on time.

Commenting on this ex-
emplary act, Senior Divisional 
Commercial Manager, Uchit 
Singhal said, "The ticket checking 
staff of Jammu Division has set 
an example of dedication to duty, 
further enhancing the image of 
the railways. The dedication of 
the railway employees and their 
spirit of service to the passengers 
is inspiring. The railway is proud 
to honor such employees, and 
their actions serve as an example 
for other employees."

King Charles III calls for 
kindness, unity in Christmas 
message amid global conflicts
PTI

London, Dec 25: On a 
Christmas Day when the war 
in Ukraine casts a shadow 
over Europe, concerns over 
immigration divide societies, 
and some politicians fan an-
ger and resentment, Britain's 
King Charles III called on 
people to focus on kindness 
instead of conflict.

Delivering his annual holi-
day address from Westminster 
Abbey, Charles said Thursday 
the Christmas story of wise 
men and shepherds travelling 
through the night to find their 
saviour shows how we can find 
strength in the “companion-
ship and kindness of others.”

 “To this day, in times of un-
certainty, these ways of living 
are treasured by all the great 
faiths and provide us with 
deep wells of hope, of resil-
ience in the face of adversity,” 
Charles said. “Peace through 
forgiveness, simply getting to 
know our neighbours and by 
showing respect to one anoth-
er, creating new friendships.”

 “In this, with the great di-
versity of our communities, 
we can find the strength to en-
sure that right triumphs over 
wrong,” he added.

The speech, which conclud-
ed with a Christmas carol sung 
by a Ukrainian choir, comes as 
European leaders rally support 
for Ukraine amid signs that US 
President Donald Trump is 
losing patience with America's 
traditional European allies.

At home, British politics 
have become increasingly 

bitter as Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer's government strug-
gles to control unauthorised 
migration and bolster creaking 
public services.

Charles, the titular head 
of the Church of England, 
chose Westminster Abbey as 
the site of his Christmas Day 
broadcast to underscore the 
theme of pilgrimage that ran 
through the speech. The ab-
bey, known as the site of coro-
nations and royal weddings, 
is also the focus of an annual 
pilgrimage honouring Edward 
the Confessor, an early king of 
England who was canonized 
as a saint in 1161.

 “Pilgrimage is a word less 
used today, but it is of par-
ticular significance for our 
modern world, and especially 
at Christmas,'' he said. “This is 
about journeying forward into 
the future, while also journey-
ing back to remember the past 
and learn from its lessons.”

Charles and his family made 
their own pilgrimage on foot 
earlier in the day to St. Mary 

Magdalene Church on the king's 
private Sandringham Estate, 
about 100 miles north of London.

Charles and Queen Camilla, 
along with Prince William and 
his wife, Kate, and their chil-
dren, Princes George and Louis 
and Princess Charlotte, and 
extended family walked to the 
church and greeted the crowds 
of people after the service.

Events earlier this year 
marking the 80th anniversary 
of the end of World War II un-
derscored the need to learn 
from the past, Charles said. 
While there are fewer and 
fewer living veterans of that 
conflict, we must remember 
the courage and sacrifice of 
those who fought the war and 
the way communities came 
together “in the face of such 
great challenge,” he said.

 “These are the values which 
have shaped our country and 
the Commonwealth,” he said. 
“As we hear of division, both 
at home and abroad, they are 
the values of which we must 
never lose sight.''

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE
Article 370 revocation

bronze statues of Vajpayee, Mukherjee and 
Upadhyaya. It also houses a state-of-the-art, 
lotus-shaped museum showcasing their lives, 
ideas and contributions to nation-building.

PM Modi was accompanied by Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh, Uttar Pradesh 
Governor Anandiben Patel, Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath and other senior leaders.

After the inauguration, the Prime Minister 
toured the museum and viewed exhibits high-
lighting key milestones in the lives of the lead-
ers commemorated at the site.

He said initiatives like the Rashtriya Prerna 
Sthal reflected the government’s commitment 
to national unity, respect for historical figures 
and the transformation of neglected spaces 
into enduring symbols of collective inspiration. 
(KNO)

Art 370 abrogation

committed to the welfare of the poor 
and marginalised, a philosophy inspired by 
Upadhyaya’s concept of “Antyodaya”.

He said welfare schemes were now reaching 
the grassroots in Jammu and Kashmir, helping 
improve access to housing, healthcare, em-
ployment and basic services.

Highlighting broader national develop-
ments, Singh said India’s global standing had 
improved significantly under the PM Modi led 
government.

He said India was now being heard with se-
riousness on the international stage and had 
emerged as one of the fastest-growing major 
economies.

The Rashtriya Prerna Sthal, built over 65 acres 
at a cost of around Rs 230 crore, is dedicated to 
leaders including Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Syama 
Prasad Mukherjee and Deendayal Upadhyaya. 
Singh said preserving the legacy and ideas of 
such leaders was essential for guiding future 
generations.

He said the ideals of national unity, social 
harmony and development espoused by these 
leaders continued to shape policy decisions, 
including those related to Jammu and Kashmir. 
(KNO)

Dulhasti Stage-II

Corporation entered into a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) with Government 
of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir on 
January 03, 2021, for execution of Dulhasti 
Stage-II hydroelectric project on Build-own-
Operate-Transfer (BOOT) basis for a period of 
40 years on Chenab river in Kishtwar district.

The estimated project cost is Rs 3277.45 
crore. Of this, Rs 4564.57 lakh has been kept for 
the Environment Management Plan (EMP) and 
pollution control measures.

While recommending environmental clear-
ance, the EAC directed that a study should be 
undertaken five years after commissioning of 
the project to assess its impact on the environ-
ment. “After 5 years of the commissioning of 
the project, a study shall be undertaken regard-
ing the impact of the project on the environ-
ment. The study shall be undertaken by an 
independent agency,” reads the record note of 
the meeting.

It also directed NHPC and Chenab Valley 
Power Projects Limited (CVPPL) to undertake a 
study, through a reputed government research 
institute, to formulate a strategy for sustainable 
environmental management of the Chenab 
River Basin. The study will cover aspects such 
as scientifically robust environmental flow re-
gimes, restoration and maintenance of channel 

morphology and sediment processes, protec-
tion and conservation of aquatic and ripar-
ian biodiversity, livelihood and community 
concerns, and integration of Marusudar River 
management within the Chenab basin cascade 
framework. (KNO)

India becoming fastest

PM Modi’s leadership dreams of Mahamana 
and Atal Ji are now being realized. India’s emer-
gence as the world’s fastest-growing economy, 
is the testament to this transformation.”

“For the first time in history, we see a strong 
and decisive government fulfilling the vision of 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat. With the revival of an-
cient culture, upliftment of the poorest of the 
poor and transformation of villages into cen-
ters of dynamism, PM Modi is bringing the ide-
als of these great men to life,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

While paying rich tributes to Mahamana 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and former 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on the oc-
casion of their birth anniversary, he said, “The 
ideals and vision of Mahamana and Atal Ji for 
developed India and their message of social 
harmony, equality and justice will always in-
spire the people. They are the visionary archi-
tects of Modern India.”

Notably, this year marks the 164th birth an-
niversary of Mahamana Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya and the 101st birth anniversary of 
former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

The Lieutenant Governor highlighted 
Mahamana Malaviya’s unparalleled contribu-
tion to India’s educational, cultural and indus-
trial advancement.

The Lieutenant Governor stated that 
Mahamana transformed modern education 
into a powerful driver of development.

“Mahamana established Banaras Hindu 
University (BHU) through public mobiliza-
tion donations. Following his ideals, we have 
utilized Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
to develop infrastructure, and in Jammu and 
Kashmir, we have laid the foundation for 
over 1,800 houses for families affected due to 
Pakistani Shelling during Operation Sindoor 
and recent natural disasters,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

Paying tribute to former Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, the Lieutenant Governor said 
Atal Ji awakened India’s inner strength and 
instilled a sense of self-esteem among fellow 
Indians on the global stage.

“Atal Ji prioritised good governance and eco-
nomic development.  His impact was universal. 
His administrative reforms and focus on trans-
parency, accountability, and efficient, citizen-
centric service delivery ensured inclusive and 
rapid development,” he said. (KNO)

India advances towards

Students’ Union.
Speaking at his commemoration event 

in Varanasi, the Lieutenant Governor shed 
light on the life works of Babu Markandeya 
Singh. “Babu Markandeya Singh guided the 
youth with determination, wisdom and 
dedication. His life is an inspiration, guid-
ing the young generation to contribute in the 
nation-building

Babu Markandeya Singh was a symbol of 
purity in politics and his life demonstrates a 
unique combination of fostering scientific ex-
cellence and exhibiting deep commitment to 
humanity. His life was guided by the principles 
of Peace, Social Justice, Human Service, Human 
Dignity,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor stated that Babu 

Markandeya Singh Ji was a true disciple of 
the revered Mahamana Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya Ji.

Mahamana always emphasized skill devel-
opment, better education, and independent 
thinking, which he considered essential for 
socio-economic development and the estab-
lishment of a welfare state.  Babu Markandeya 
Singh Ji was a living embodiment of these 
ideals, and he dedicated his entire life to the 
progress of society and nation-building, the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor said that India is 
moving confidently towards historic growth 
with clear objectives of sustainable develop-
ment, capacity building and skill development, 
equal opportunity for all, to achieve the new 
frontiers of Knowledge for Innovations and 
creativity to build intellectual capital.

HM Shah to inaugurate

among various stakeholders by establishing 
formal and informal channels for coordinated 
action against the menace of terrorism in the 
spirit of ‘Whole of the Government approach’ 
and to present substantive inputs for future 
policy formulation.”

“The deliberations and discussions in the 
two-day conference aim to share experiences 
and good practices across law enforcement 
agencies in addressing counter-terrorism (CT) 
issues and lessons from terror investigations,” 
the official said, adding, “The conference in-
cludes sessions on collecting evidence from 
foreign jurisdictions, digital forensics and data 
analysis in CT investigations, effective trial 
management, addressing radicalisation, es-
pionage, and emerging hybrid threats to na-
tional security, among other topics related to 
terrorism.

Additionally, sessions on disrupting terror fi-
nancing networks—tools, techniques, and case 
learnings—as well as creating future-ready CT 
strategies and building institutional capacities 
to address emerging national security issues 
have been incorporated.”

The conference will be attended by senior 
police officers from States/UTs, officers from 
Central agencies/Departments dealing with is-
sues related to Counter Terrorism and experts 
from related fields such as law, forensics, tech-
nology etc. (KNO)

Christmas celebrated

“The festival is not just a celebration, but a 
reminder of faith and love in testing times.”

Officials ensured elaborate security arrange-
ments and smooth traffic movement around 
the church, allowing worshippers to attend 
the services without hindrance. “Everything 
remained peaceful, people came with warmth 
in their hearts,” an officer posted outside the 
venue said.

Church authorities expressed gratitude to 
the administration for its cooperation and to 
the local community for maintaining an atmo-
sphere of mutual respect and friendship.

Meanwhile, political leaders extended greet-
ings to the people, wishing peace, joy and har-
mony for all communities on the blessed occa-
sion of Christmas, as they too were present at 
Church. (KNO)

Kashmir records 44 pc
a sharp 488 per cent above normal, while 
Kulgam and Shopian received lower rainfall 
than usual at 7 mm and 5.3 mm respectively.

Poonch in Jammu division witnessed a heavy 
46 mm, exceeding the normal 5.6 mm by 721 
per cent, whereas Kathua and Samba recorded 

no rainfall during the week.
The department also said that most stations 

across Jammu division have experienced nega-
tive departures in weekly rainfall ranging from 
30 to 100 per cent, whereas in Kashmir, the 
departure varied widely from deficits of 1 per 
cent in Anantnag to surpluses exceeding 250 
per cent in Kupwara.

Meanwhile, the minimum temperatures re-
mained below normal across UT.

In the Kashmir region, Sonamarg record-
ed the coldest at minus 7.3°C, followed by 
Gulmarg minus 5.4°C, Pahalgam minus 4.4°C, 
Shopian minus 4.0°C, Pulwama minus 3.8°C, 
Zethan Rafiabad minus 3.2°C, Srinagar Airport 
minus 3.4°C, and Pampore minus 2.5°C.

Budgam minus 2.3°C, Srinagar minus 2.2°C, 
Kupwara minus 2.0°C, Qazigund minus 1.8°C, 
Bandipora minus 1.4°C, Ganderbal minus 1.5°C, 
Anantnag minus 2.7°C, Kokernag minus 0.7°C, 
Kulgam minus 0.5°C, and Baramulla minus 
0.9°C.

In the Jammu region, Katra recorded 8.4°C, 
Jammu 8.1°C, Kathua 8.0°C, Jammu Airport 
7.3°C, Reasi 7.0°C, Kishtwar 5.2°C, Banihal 
4.8°C, Batote 4.7°C, Udhampur 4.6°C, Ramban 
4.2°C, Samba 2.9°C, and Rajouri 2.6°C, with 
Bhaderwah at 0.3°C.

In Ladakh, Leh recorded minus 10.2°C, Kargil 
minus 9.8°C, and Nubra Valley minus 8.3°C, ac-
cording to Kashmir Weather.

“No significant precipitation was reported in 
the past 24 hours, and mainly dry weather is 
expected over the next 24 hours across Jammu 
and Kashmir,” the Srinagar MeT office said.

“Isolated snowfall is forecast for higher 
reaches of Kashmir and scattered rain in some 
areas of the Jammu plains between December 
31 and January 1, with improvement thereaf-
ter,” it added.

Officials advised residents and authorities to 
remain vigilant about weather developments, 
especially in higher altitude regions prone to 
snowfall.

With winter conditions prevailing, the IMD 
cautioned that temperatures in the upper 
reaches are expected to fall further, while the 
plains are likely to remain dry, with only iso-
lated instances of rain or fog affecting visibility. 
(KNO)

Year-Ender 2025:

01-21: 1,042 movements, 86,982 arrivals, 
87,724 departures, total 174,706 passengers. 
Reduced winter operations.

Before and After Pahalgam: A Shift in Air 
Traffic:

Data shows that until the attack in May, 
Srinagar Airport maintained full connectivity, 
including routes to Dehradun and Lucknow. 
Post-attack, these sectors were temporarily 
suspended, causing a notable decline in pas-
senger footfall.

In April, the airport handled nearly 4.7 lakh 
passengers, the year’s highest. However, by 
May, the count dropped by over 64 per cent, to 
1.65 lakh, showing the immediate operational 
impact.

By July, traffic rebounded past 3 lakh, indi-
cating a quick recovery through resumed tour-
ism and steady domestic travel across routes 
like Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chandigarh and 
Amritsar.

“Operations remained largely stable through 
the year except for a temporary lull after the 
Pahalgam incident,” an airport official told 
KNO, adding that airlines, CISF and ATC teams 
ensured smooth functioning despite the high-
altitude weather and operational stress.

Performance overview

From January to December 21, the airport re-
corded 10,784 arrivals and 10,792 departures, 
reflecting balanced operations. Passenger ar-
rivals stood at 17,73,325 lakh, while departures 
reached 17,15,079 lakh. Overall, the airport 
handled 35.26 lakh passengers in 2025.

Officials further said that ongoing moderni-
sation, including terminal upgrades and digital 
systems, will enhance capacity in 2026. 

Srinagar Airport continues to serve as a vital 
link for tourism, pilgrimage and trade, anchor-
ing Kashmir’s aviation network despite peri-
odic turbulence. (KNO)

Army revises social

updated. 
This move reflects a balanced approach, al-

lowing limited digital access while maintain-
ing strict safeguards against potential breaches, 
misinformation, or exploitation.

For Instagram and Similar Platforms (in-
cluding YouTube, X — formerly Twitter — and 
Quora), army personnel may access these apps 
solely for viewing and monitoring content. 
Passive participation is permitted to stay in-
formed or gather general knowledge. No com-
ments, likes, posts, views, or any form of inter-
action are allowed.

Use of messaging Apps like Skype, WhatsApp, 
Telegram, and Signal are limited for exchange 
of unclassified information of a general nature, 
but strictly limited to known contacts. Users 
bear full responsibility for verifying the recipi-
ent’s identity to prevent unintended leaks.

While use of LinkedIn is permitted only for 
professional purposes, such as uploading re-
sumes or researching potential employers/
employees.

The Army has reiterated warnings against 
using VPNs, torrent sites, cracked software, or 
anonymous proxies, citing associated security 
risks.

This policy builds on prior restrictions im-
posed in 2020, when personnel were directed 
to delete accounts on platforms like Facebook 
and Instagram amid concerns over honey-
trapping and data leaks linked to foreign intel-
ligence agencies.

The updated rules aim to enable soldiers to 
remain digitally aware without compromising 
sensitive information.

Defence sources emphasized that the direc-
tive prioritizes vigilance, stating that the re-
sponsibility for secure and correct usage ulti-
mately rests with individual users.

The Indian Army’s official public informa-
tion handle @adgpi has not yet posted about 
the update, but it aligns with ongoing efforts to 
counter misinformation and adapt to modern 
digital realities while safeguarding national se-
curity. (KNO)

Pulwama man

which a team reached the spot and took cog-
nizance of the matter.

“The body has been taken for medico-legal 
formalities to ascertain the cause of death,” the 
official said, identifying the deceased as Younis 
Nisar, a resident of Pulwama.

Meanwhile, officials said this was the sec-
ond such incident reported in Srinagar with-
in a few hours, as an unidentified man was 
found dead near LD Hospital earlier in the day. 
Investigations have been taken up. (KNO)

Unidentified man

the official said, adding that his identity and 
the cause of death are being ascertained.

Meanwhile, police have taken cognizance of 
the matter. (KNO)
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Nepotism that existed in sports 
before 2014 has ended; now poor 
can rise to top levels: PM Modi

 
PTI

New Delhi, Dec 25: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Thursday said irregulari-
ties in team selection and 
sports that often happened 
before 2014 came to an end 
a decade ago, and now chil-
dren from even the poorest 
families can rise to the top 
levels purely through hard 
work and talent.

Addressing the ‘Sansad 
Khel Mahotsav’, a sports 
and fitness festival aimed 
at promoting a sporting cul-
ture and leadership among 
the youth, PM Modi said the 
scale of the Mahotsav is as 
vast as its impact.

Through this initiative, he 
said, the nation is discover-
ing thousands of talented 
sportspersons.

“The festival is steadily 
emerging as a strong pillar 
of youth empowerment and 
nation-building. Another 
special aspect of the ‘Sansad 
Khel Mahotsav’ is the way it 
is playing a transformative 
role in changing societal 
mindsets,” he said.

The pr ime minister 
said that before 2014, 

irregular it ies in team 
selection and sports infra-
structure often took place 
in sports.

“Today, those practices 
have come to an end. Even 
children from the poor-
est families can now rise 
to the highest levels purely 
through hard work and tal-
ent,” he said.

PM Modi also referred to 
the allocation of more than 
Rs 3000 crore for the coun-
try’s sports budget, which 
was less than Rs 1200 crore 
before 2014. He said that 
through a special scheme, 
athletes are being provided 
monthly financial assistance 

ranging from Rs 25,000 to Rs 
50,000 each.

“Today, I want to tell every 
athlete of the country that 
you are not just playing for 
your own victory, you are 
playing for the country, you 
are playing for the honour 
and dignity of the tricolour,” 
he said.

The prime minister also 
requested all parents to 
encourage their children to 
take part in sports and give 
them opportunities to par-
ticipate in sporting activities.

Sports is not just a part 
of learning, it is also impor-
tant for a healthy body and 
a healthy mind, he said. 

Describing how sports 
culture is growing in the 
country, the prime minister 
said that from every corner 
of the country, inspiring 
examples are emerging that 
motivate the nation.

He said that in some plac-
es, differently abled athletes 
are defying limitations 
and reaching new heights, 
while on sports grounds 
elsewhere, young girls are 
striving tirelessly to turn 
their dreams into reality.

“Today, India’s athletes 
are breaking records, set-
ting new benchmarks, and 
taking India to new heights 
on the global sporting map,” 
he said. PM Modi said that 
until a few years ago, family 
members would scold and 
reprimand the child for play-
ing too much as it was then 
considered a waste of time. 
Today, he said, society, and 
even parents, have realised 
that playing does not ruin 
one’s life.

“Now they understand 
that their children, by excel-
ling in sports, can change 
not only their own and their 
family’s fate, but also that 
of the entire village and 

society. Today, opportunities 
in sports are not limited, but 
unlimited,” he said.

The prime minister said 
that in 2030, India will host 
the Commonwealth Games 
in Ahmedabad and then the 
eyes of the entire world will 
be on India. “Not only that, 
India is also making efforts 
to host the biggest sports 
event, that is, the Olympics, 
in 2036,” he said.

The ‘Sansad Khel Mahot-
sav’ is a sports and fitness 
festival aimed at promoting 
a sporting culture and lead-
ership among the youth. 
A key objective is to bring 
the community together 
through sports and fitness 
and to take the message of 
‘Fit India’ to every home.

The festival features a 
three-level competition, 
including games at the 
village, block/ward, and 
parliamentary constituency 
levels. The sports cate-
gories include traditional 
games, football, volleyball, 
and cricket. The event also 
includes fun activities like 
tug of war, lemon spoon race, 
and sack races to ensure 
wider participation. 

India entered 
semiconductor industry 
a bit late, but it will soon 

start exporting: Shah

PTI

Bhopal, Dec 25: Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah on Thursday said 
India made a strong but a bit late 
entry into the semiconductor in-
dustry, adding that the country will 
soon become self-reliant in the sec-
tor and start exporting.

He also said the geographical 
location of Madhya Pradesh is so 
attractive and its land so fertile that 
one can earn crores of rupees by 
investing even a small amount in 
the state.

Addressing the 'Abhyudaya 
Madhya Pradesh Growth Summit' 
here, he said, "We have made a 
strong entry into the semiconduc-
tor industry, although a bit late. In 
no time, we will not only become 
self-reliant in the semiconductor sec-
tor, but will also start exporting it."

On the occasion, Shah inaugurated 
as well as performed the ground-
breaking ceremony of industrial 
projects of Rs 2 lakh crore on the 
occasion of the 101st birth anniver-
sary of former Prime Minister Atal 

Bihar Vajpayee.
Remembering Vajpayee, he said, 

"Atal ji was a great orator, a sensi-
tive poet, a leader dedicated to public 
welfare and remained 'ajatashatru' 
(person without enemies) in politics."

Shah also paid tributes to Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malviya on his birth 
anniversary and C Rajagopalachari 
on his death anniversary.

The Union minister said Madhya 
Pradesh was once considered a back-
ward state in the field of electricity, 
but today it has surplus power.

In cleanliness also, the state has 
left the entire country behind, he 
said. Shah also inaugurated the 
Gwalior Fair and dedicated to peo-
ple the renovation work carried out 
at the Atal Museum on this occasion.

According to officials, 25,000 
beneficiaries and thousands of 
entrepreneurs and investors are 
participating in the Growth Summit, 
organised to mark the birth anniver-
sary of former PM Vajpayee.

These industrial projects will 
generate 1.93 lakh employment 
opportunities, an official said.

Unnao rape case: Plea filed in SC against 
suspension of Sengar's jail term
PTI

New Delhi, Dec 25: A 
plea has been filed in 
the Supreme Court chal-
lenging a Delhi High 
Court order suspending 
the jail term of expelled 
BJP leader Kuldeep Sin-
gh Sengar in the 2017 
Unnao rape case.

The petition filed by 
advocates Anjale Patel 
and Pooja Shilpkar has 
sought a stay on the high 
court order.

They contended that 
the HC passed the order 
without considering that 
the trial court observed 
that Sengar must remain 
in jail for the rest of his 
natural life.

The HC has commit-
ted a grave error in law 
as well as on facts in 
granting bail/suspension 
of sentence to Sengar 
despite his serious crim-
inal antecedents and his 
established involvement 
in the heinous offences of 
rape, they said.

"The High Court failed 
to appreciate the mate-
rial evidence relied upon 

by the prosecution which 
clearly demonstrates the 
barbarity and brutality 
of the accused, coupled 
with his demonstrated 
muscle power, financial 
influence and criminal 
propensity, as evidenced 
from the fact that even 
while the victim's father 
was under judicial 
custody, the accused 
orchestrated and execut-
ed victim's father murder 
to silence the family and 
frustrate the due course 
of justice," the plea said.

O n  D e c e m -
b e r  2 3 ,  t h e  H C 
suspended the jail term 
of Sengar, who is serving 

life imprisonment in the 
Unnao rape case, saying 
he has already served 
seven years and five 
months in prison.

Sengar's sentence 
has been suspended by 
the high court till the 
pendency of his appeal 
challenging his convic-
tion and sentence in the 
rape case. He has chal-
lenged a December 2019 
trial court verdict in the 
case. He will, however, 
remain in jail since he 
is also serving 10 years' 
imprisonment in the cus-
todial death case of the 
victim's father and has 
not been granted bail in 

that case.
Imposing several con-

ditions, the HC directed 
Sengar, who kidnapped 
and raped the survivor 
when she was a minor, 
to furnish a personal 
bond of Rs 15 lakh with 
three sureties of the like 
amount.

It also directed him 
not to come within a 
5-km radius of the sur-
vivor's residence in Delhi 
and not to threaten her 
or her mother. Violation 
of any of the conditions 
would lead to the cancel-
lation of bail, the HC said.

The rape case and oth-
er connected cases were 
transferred to Delhi from 
a trial court in Uttar 
Pradesh on the directions 
of the Supreme Court on 
August 1, 2019.

S e n g a r ' s  a p p e a l 
against his conviction in 
the case of the custodial 
death of the survivor's 
father is also pending, 
where he has sought 
suspension of sentence 
on the ground that he has 
already spent a substan-
tial time in jail.

Top Maoist Ganesh Uike, with 
Rs 1 cr bounty, 5 others killed 
in 2 gunfights in Odisha

FSSAI warns food 
businesses against 
labeling herbal 
infusions as ‘tea’
PTI

New Delhi, Dec 25: The Food Safe-
ty and Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI) has issued a stern warning to 
food business operators against using 
the word 'tea' for herbal infusions and 
plant-based blends not derived from 
Camellia sinensis, terming it a case of 
misbranding and misleading practic-
es under the law.

The directive, issued on December 24, 
comes after the regulator found several 
food business operators (FBOs) marketing 
products, such as 'Rooibos tea', 'herbal tea' 
and 'flower tea', none of which are obtained 
from the Camellia sinensis plant.According 
to FSSAI regulations, the term 'tea' can only 
be used on packaging and labelling if the 
beverage is derived from Camellia sinensis.

This includes variants such as Kan-
gra tea, green tea and instant tea. 
"Such plant-based or herbal infusions 
or blends, which are not derived from 
Camellia sinensis, do not qualify to be 
named as tea," the FSSAI clarified.

The violation, it said, amounts to 
misleading and misbranding under 
the provisions of the Food Safety and 
Standards Act, 2006. The regulator 
has directed all FBOs, including those 
engaged in e-commerce, manufactur-
ing, packing, marketing, import or sale 
of such products, to comply with food 
safety regulations.

Researchers develop experimental 
obesity drugs targeting energy 

production process of cell
PTI

New Delhi, Dec 25: Re-
searchers have developed 
experimental drugs tar-
geting mitochondria — the 
energy powerhouse of a 
cell — to work harder and 
burn more calories, which 
may make way for new 
treatments for obesity.

T h e  t e a m ,  l e d  b y 
researchers f rom the 
University of Technolo-
gy Sydney in Australia, 
focussed on "mitochondri-
al uncouplers" — molecules 
that make cells burn energy 
less efficiently and release 
fuel as heat instead of con-
verting it into energy the 
body can use.

"Mitochondria are often 
called the powerhouses of 
the cell. They turn the food 
you eat into chemical ener-
gy, called ATP or adenosine 
triphosphate. Mitochondri-
al uncouplers disrupt this 
process, triggering cells to 

consume more fats to meet 
their energy needs," lead 
researcher Tristan Rawl-
ing, associate professor of 
medicinal chemistry at the 
University of Technology 
Sydney, said.

Compounds inducing 
mitochondrial uncoupling 

were first discovered about 
a century ago, but the 
drugs were lethal poisons 
that induced overheating 
and death, the researchers 
explained.

In a paper published 
in the journal Chemi-
cal Science, the team has 

descr ibed safer 'mild' 
mitochondrial uncouplers 
by precisely adjust ing 
the chemical structure of 
experimental molecules, 
allowing for a fine-tuning 
of how strongly the mol-
ecules boost the use of a 
cell's energy. The discovery 

allowed the researchers 
to better understand why 
the safer molecules behave 
dif ferently — the mild 
mitochondrial uncouplers 
slow the energy-burn-
ing process to a level that 
cells can handle, protect-
ing against adverse effects, 
they said.

The mild mitochondri-
al uncouplers also reduce 
oxidative stress in the cell, 
which is another advan-
tage of the molecules 
— this could improve 
metabolic health, provide 
ant i-aging ef fects and 
protect against neurode-
generative diseases such 
as dementia, the team said.

While the work is still at 
an early stage, the research 
offers a framework for 
designing a new genera-
tion of drugs that could 
induce mild mitochondrial 
uncoupling and harness the 
benefits without the dan-
gers, the researchers said.

PTI

Bhubaneswar, Dec 24: Top Maoist lead-
er Ganesh Uike was among six red rebels 
killed in two gun battles with security 
forces in Odisha's Kandhamal district, 
police said on Thursday.

CPI (Maoist) central committee member 
Uike, who carried a bounty of Rs 1.1 crore 
on his head, was the chief of the banned 
outfit in Odisha, a senior officer heading 
anti-Naxal operations in the state said.

Two Maoists from Chhattisgarh were 
killed in an exchange of fire with security 
forces in Gumma forest in Belghar police 
station area on Wednesday night.

A fresh gun battle took place in a forest 
in Chakapad police station area on Thurs-
day morning, in which four other Maoists, 
including Uike, were killed, he said.

"Four Maoists were killed in the gun-
fight. One of them was identified as 
69-year-old Ganesh Uike, who is also 
known by his aliases Pakka Hanumantu, 
Rajesh Tiwari, Chamru and Rupa. He was a 
native of Pullemala village under Chendur 
mandal in Telangana's Nalgonda district," 
he said. The identity of the other three 
Naxals, including two women, was yet to 
be ascertained, the officer said.

Addressing a press conference, DGP Y B 
Khurania said, "Two Maoists were gunned 
down on Wednesday, and four were neu-
tralised this morning. Killing of a central 
committee member is a big success for 
Odisha Police. It has broken the backbone 

of the Maoists in the state." "Operations 
are underway at different places along the 
Kandhamal-Ganjam inter-district bound-
ary and we hope to get more success. This 
is one of the biggest operations against 
Maoists in Odisha in recent times. We 
thank the security personnel involved in 
the operation. We are determined to meet 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah's target 
of eliminating Naxalism by March, 2026," 
he added.

Based on intelligence inputs, a joint 
operation involving 23 teams – 20 of Spe-
cial Operations Group of Odisha Police, 
two of CRPF and one of BSF – was launched 
in Chakapad police station area in Kandha-
mal district and bordering Rambha forest 
range in Ganjam district, another officer 
said.

"Multiple gunfights were reported on 
Thursday in different areas. Later, four 
bodies of Maoists —two men and wom-
en each — were recovered. Two INSAS 
rifles and a .303 rifle were also seized," 
he added.

The Naxals killed on Wednesday night 
were identified as CPI(Maoist)'s area com-
mittee member Bari alias Rakesh, and 
dalam member Amrit, both from Chhat-
tisgarh, a senior police officer said, adding 
they carried a cumulative bounty of Rs 
23.65 lakh on their heads.

The gunfights took place after 22 
Maoists surrendered before Khurania 
in neighbouring Malkangiri district on 
Tuesday.

Industrial-logistics space 
demand hit record this year at 76.5 

mn sq ft in 24 major cities
PTI

New Delhi, Dec 25: Demand for indus-
trial and logistics spaces hit an all-time 
high this year, with leasing volumes ris-
ing nearly 19 per cent to 76.5 million 
square feet across 24 major cities in In-
dia, according to Savills.

Real estate consultant Savills India data 
showed that the manufacturing sector 
took on lease 29 per cent of spaces, fol-
lowed by third-party logistics firms (28 
per cent) and e-commerce players (12 
per cent). "India's Industrial and Logistics 
sector continued its strong post-pandem-
ic growth trajectory in 2025, recording its 
highest-ever annual absorption of 76.5 
million sq ft," Savills India said.

In the 2024 calendar year, leasing of 
industrial and logistics spaces stood at 
64.5 million square feet.

Out of the total leasing this year, the 

consultant said that eight tier-I cit-
ies -- Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Chennai, 
Hyderabad, Kolkata, Mumbai, Delhi-NCR, 
and Pune -- saw 20 per cent growth in 
leasing to 59.5 million square feet this 
year from 49.7 million square feet in 2024.

Delhi-NCR remained the best performer, 
with leasing of 13 million square feet this 
year compared to 9.8 million square feet 
in 2024.

Leasing activities in tier-II and tier-III 
cities grew 14.5 per cent in the 2025 calen-
dar year to 17 million square feet from 14.8 
million square feet in the preceding year.

These 16 Tier II and Tier III cities are 
Guwahati, Bhubaneshwar, Patna, Hosur, 
Coimbatore, Rajpura, Lucknow, Jaipur, 
Nagpur, Surat, Indore, Kochi, Hubli, Vizag, 
Belgaum and Anantapur.

Savills India expects both supply and 
absorption of industrial and logistics spac-
es to surpass 80 million sq ft next year.
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UN turns 80 in 2025 amid global 
crises; India says ready for greater role

 
PTI

United Nations, Dec 25: The UN 
marked its 80th anniversary in 
2025 amid global conflicts, fi-
nancial crisis, and US President 
Donald Trump's criticism, as In-
dia urged the world body to fo-
cus on "leadership and hope" 
and expressed willingness to 
take on a greater role.

The conflicts in Ukraine and 
Gaza, along with several others 
around the world from Sudan 
to Myanmar, raged unabated 
in 2025, yet again highlighting 
the ineptitude of the UN and its 
powerful, but polarised, Securi-
ty Council in addressing global 
challenges.

As nations continue to grapple 
with humanitarian emergencies, 
climate chaos and economic 
inequality, questions are raised 
over the relevance of the UN and 
whether the 80-year-old organ-
isation, founded in 1945, has 
solutions for the problems of a 
world in flux in the 21st century.

Against this backdrop, India 
gave a clarion call for reformed 
multilateralism. Addressing 
world leaders from the UN 
General Assembly podium in 
September, External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar stressed that an 
“objective report card” will show 
that the UN is in a state of crisis.

 “When peace is under threat 
from conflicts, when devel-
opment is derailed by lack of 
resources, when human rights 
are violated by terrorism, the UN 
remains gridlocked. As its ability 
to forge common ground dimin-
ishes, belief in multilateralism 
also recedes,” he said.

India categorically told the 
world that central to the erosion 
of the UN’s credibility has been 
resistance to reform, and Delhi 
stands ready to assume greater 
responsibilities in an expanded 
UNSC, which, with its current 
15 members, is not representa-
tive of the world of 2025.  “Both 

permanent and non-permanent 
membership of the Council must 
be expanded. A reformed Coun-
cil must be truly representative. 
And India stands ready to assume 
greater responsibilities,” Jais-
hankar said.

"The ninth decade of the UN 
must be one of leadership and 
hope. Bharat will do its fair share, 
and more,” he said.

In the fight against terrorism, 
India continued to lead from the 
front in combating the scourge.

India exercised its right to 
defend its people against ter-
rorism through Operation 
Sindoor that targeted terror 
infrastructure in Pakistan and 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir in 
the wake of the Pahalgam terror 
attack in April perpetrated by The 
Resistance Front.

At a time when Pakistan 
was sitting in the UNSC as a 
non-permanent member, the 
organisation issued a statement 
condemning in the strongest 
terms the Pahalgam attack, and 
underlined the need to hold its 
perpetrators, organisers, finan-
ciers and sponsors accountable 

and bring them to justice.
The Resistance Front, a proxy of 

Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba 
terror group, also found mention 
for the first time in a Security 
Council report for its role in the 
Pahalgam attack.

The calls for reforming the 
UN also came from the high-
est echelons of the world body 
when Secretary General Anto-
nio Guterres gave a clarion call 
to reform the Security Council 
to make it more representative, 
transparent, and effective.

As the UN was grappling with 
its myriad challenges, its 80th 
year coincided with one of its 
most harshest critics returning 
to power in the White House for 
a second term. Relations between 
the UN and Trump 1.0 were far 
from cordial and were character-
ised by severe criticism by the US 
President of the UN's effectiveness, 
with the American leader describ-
ing the world body as “just a club 
for people to get together, talk and 
have a good time”.

After Trump commenced his 
second presidency in January 
2025, UN watchers and envoys 

braced for a chilly and less than 
cordial relationship between 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue and 
Turtle Bay.

Within hours of his swear-
ing-in in January, Trump signed 
an executive order directing the 
US to withdraw, again, from the 
Paris climate agreement, echoing 
a similar directive from his first 
term. Within weeks of his sec-
ond term, Trump issued an order 
directing that the US will not par-
ticipate in the UN Human Rights 
Council, will conduct a review of 
its membership in UNESCO and 
suspend funding for the UN Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East.

And when Trump arrived at 
the UN Headquarters for the 
80th General Assembly session in 
September, he did not hold back 
and delivered one of his harshest 
rebukes of the world body.

 “What is the purpose of the 
United Nations? The UN has 
such tremendous potential... 
but it's not even coming close to 
living up to that potential... all 
they seem to do is write a really 
strongly worded letter and then 

never follow that letter up. It's 
empty words and empty words 
don't solve war,” Trump said in 
his speech.

Criticising the UN over migra-
tion, Trump said, "Not only is the 
UN not solving the problems it 
should... it's actually creating new 
problems for us to solve. The best 
example is... the crisis of uncon-
trolled migration... The United 
Nations is funding an assault 
on Western countries and their 
borders.”

Trump noted that in 2024, the 
UN budgeted USD 372 million 
in cash assistance to support 
an estimated 624,000 migrants 
journeying into the US.

Trump also slammed the UN 
for its “predictions” about cli-
mate change, describing it as the 
“greatest con job ever perpetrat-
ed on the world".

Though the US remains the 
largest donor to the UN in 2025, 
it clawed back over USD 1 billion 
in funding to the world body.

Guterres, in December, said 
the UN ended 2024 with USD 760 
million in unpaid assessments, 
most of it still outstanding, and 
has yet to receive USD 877 mil-
lion in contributions due for 2025, 
bringing total arrears to around 
USD 1.586 billion.

In a sign of the times, the UN 
said it will no longer provide 
paper towels in UNHQ main 
campus restrooms servicing 
office spaces and encouraged 
use of electric hand-dryers. The 
move is expected to save over 
USD 100,000 per year. India 
voiced support for sustainable 
and predictable financing of the 
UN system, emphasising that 
resources should be used effec-
tively and efficiently.

Underlining that both global 
peace and prosperity are endan-
gered today, India's Permanent 
Representative to the UN, Par-
vathaneni Harish, said that in the 
real world, nothing can run for-
ever without reform and repair.

After 17 years in exile, 
BNP leader Tarique 

Rahman returns to Dhaka 
to rousing welcome

PTI

Dhaka, Dec 25: Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) acting 
chairman Tarique Rahman re-
turned home to a rousing wel-
come on Thursday after over 17 
years in self-exile, a move that is 
expected to energise his party 
workers ahead of the February 
12 parliamentary elections.

Rahman, the 60-year-old son 
of ailing former prime minister 
Khaleda Zia, has emerged as a 
leading contender for prime 
ministership in the polls even 
as the country's Islamist party, 
Jamaat-e-Islami, has been try-
ing to throw a stiff competition 
to the BNP in the polls.

The homecoming of the BNP 
heir apparent comes amid 
a fresh wave of unrest and 
political instability gripping 
Bangladesh following the kill-
ing of prominent youth leader 
Sharif Osman Hadi, who was 
a prominent face in last year's 
mass protests that forced the 
collapse of the Sheikh Hasina 

government.
Rahman, accompanied by 

wife Zubaida and daughter Zai-
ma, was received at the Hazrat 
Shahjalal International airport 
in Dhaka by BNP Secretary 
General Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir and other senior party 
leaders amid tight security.

BNP emerged as the fore-
runner to capture power in 
the February polls as former 
prime minister Hasina's Awami 
League party has been barred 
from contesting the election.

Jamaat-e-Islami, the BNP's 
coalition partner during its 
2001-2006 tenure in power, has 
emerged as its main rival in the 
upcoming polls after the inter-
im government blocked Awami 
League's participation under 
the country's tough Anti-Ter-
rorism Act.

After BNP announced Rah-
man's plan to return from 
London, he had said, "like 
any child, he longs to be near 
his critically ill mother at her 
moment of crisis."

Uncovered million more 

documents potentially related to 

Jeffrey Epstein: US Dept of Justice
ANI

Washington, Dec 25: The United States Department of Justice 
has stated that it uncovered over a million additional documents 
“potentially related” to the Jeffrey Epstein case.

In an X post, the DOJ said that these documents will be released 
in the coming weeks. 

“The US Attorney for the Southern District of New York and the 
FBI have informed the Department of Justice that they have uncov-
ered over a million more documents potentially related to the Jeffrey 
Epstein case. The DOJ has received these documents from SDNY and 
the FBI to review them for release, in compliance with the Epstein Files 
Transparency Act, existing statutes, and judicial orders. We have law-
yers working around the clock to review and make the legally required 
redactions to protect victims, and we will release the documents as 
soon as possible. Due to the mass volume of material, this process may 
take a few more weeks. The Department will continue to fully comply 
with federal law and President Trump’s direction to release the files,” 
DOJ said. Earlier on Tuesday (local time), the Department of Justice 
released 30,000 more pages of documents related to Jeffrey Epstein, 
while noting that some of these documents contain “untrue” claims 
made against President Donald Trump.

Ashes 2025-26 

Australia possible XI named for Boxing Day 

Test — Richardson returns after four years
REUTERS

Melbourne, Dec 25: Steve Smith 
will return to action in the Boxing 
Day Test against England as Aus-
tralia opted to include four fast 
bowlers in its 12-man squad, with 
spinner Todd Murphy, brought in 
to replace Nathan Lyon, not find-
ing a spot.

Fast bowler  Jhye Richardson, who 
has not played in the longest format 
since 2021, has been brought back 
after a fine domestic form on his 
return from shoulder surgery.

Australia’s
Travis Head, Jake Weatherald, 

Marnus Labuschagne, Steve Smith 
(c), Usman Khawaja, Alex Carey (wk), 
Cameron Green, Mitchell Starc, Scott 
Boland, Brendan Doggett, Michael 
Neser, Jhye Richardson

Brendan Doggett, who played 
in the first two Tests, and Michael 
Neser, who was part of the pink-
ball encounter, have also been 
included, with Australia going for 
an all-pace attack.

“You just got to play what sur-
face you’re presented with,” Smith, 
who missed the Adelaide test due to 
a bout of vertigo, told reporters on 
Thursday.

“The pitch has 10mm of grass, 
quite furry, quite green.

“I dare say it’s going to offer sim-
ilar conditions to today, quite cold 
and overcast. So, there’s going to be 
quite a bit of movement.

“This one looks like it’s going to 
offer a fair bit of assistance for the 

seam bowlers, and the weather 
throughout the week looks condu-
cive for that too.”

The 29-year-old left-arm pacer 
Richardson’s last  appearance in the 
red-ball format was against Eng-
land in December 2021  in which he 
picked five wickets to guide his side 
to a 275-run win.

“It’s exciting to see Richardson 
back in the fold,” Smith said. “He’s 
had a pretty long layoff with injury, 
and we know the skills he can pos-
sess” “He’s done it against England 
before in an Ashes. We’ve seen when 
he’s had the opportunity at this level, 
he’s been outstanding.”

Meanwhile, veteran Usman Kha-
waja, who scored 82 and 40 in the 
previous Test after coming in as a 
last-minute replacement for Smith, 

has been included at the expense of 
Josh Inglis.

Usman Khawaja’s average over 60 
over two innings in the third Test, 
playing as Steve Smith’s replace-
ment, earned him a call-up back into 
the potential playing 11. 

“(It was) fortunate that Usman was 
able to come in and play the way he 
did in that first innings.

“We all thought he played really 
nicely last week. He’s putting the 
pressure on when he needed to, and 
he absorbed it when he needed to.

“He’s got that No.5 spot right now.
“Cam (Cameron Green) with the 

way his whole package is set up 
helps us out at seven as well.”

Australia has already retained the 
urn with a 3-0 lead in the five-Test 
series.

PTI

Jaipur, Dec 25: Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Bhajanlal Sharma 
on Thursday said that India is 
reaching new heights in the 
field of sports under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

He said that the Prime Minis-
ter had made sports a national 
priority, and initiatives like 
Khelo India were helping pro-
mote a culture of sports across 
the country.

Sharma was addressing the 
concluding ceremony of the 
Sansad Khel Mahotsav at Sawai 
Man Singh stadium here.

PM Modi addressed the clos-
ing ceremony virtually and 
lauded the Sports Festival, 

saying that it had become a mass 
movement.

He said that thousands of tal-
ented athletes were emerging 
through the festival and it was 
becoming a strong pillar for 

nation building.
CM Sharma said that under 

the guidance of the PM, the MP 
Sports Festival was providing 
opportunities to youth from 
towns and villages to showcase 

their talent.
Initiatives such as the Tar-

get Olympic Podium Scheme 
(TOPS) and the establishment 
of sports universities have sig-
nificantly impacted athletes’ 
lives, he opined.

Sharma added that the state 
government had taken con-
crete steps to promote sports 
in Rajasthan, including the suc-
cessful organisation of the Khelo 
India University Games and the 
launch of the Sports Life Insur-
ance Scheme, which provides 
accidental and life insurance 
cover up to Rs 25 lakh to inter-
national medallists.

The Chief Minister said no 
talented athlete in the state 
will be left behind due to lack of 
resources.

‘India reaching 
new heights in 
field of sports 

under 
PM Modi’ 
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