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HM Amit Shah arrives
on two-day Jammu visit

Home Minister to inspect areas under BOP, review border security,
hold high-level security meetings; assess dev scenario; interact with
families of martyrs; participate in compassionate appointment prog

Sajid Raina

Jammu, Feb 05: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah arrived
on a two-day Jammu visit on
Thursday night. He landed at
Jammu Technical Airport at
10:45 pm and straight away
drove to Lok Bhavan.

An official told the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO) that the Union Home
Minister during his 2-day visit
will review border security, hold
high-level security meetings,
and assess the development
scenario in the Union Territory.
He will also interact with fami-
lies of martyrs and participate
in compassionate appointment
programme at Lok Bhavan in
Jammu.

“On Friday the Union Home
Minister will first inspect areas
under the jurisdiction of Border
Outpost (BOP) Gurnam at 11:10
AM. He will then visit Border

CMtables

J&K Anand Marriage
Registration

Rules, 2023

KT News Desk

Jammu, Feb 05: Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
on Thursday tabled “The
Jammu and Kashmir
Anand Marriage
Registration Rules,

2023” as required under
Section 6(4) of the Anand
Marriage Act, 1909
(Central Act.7 of 1909).

Power demandin
J&K witnessing
steadyrise: Centre

Umaisar Gul Ganaie

Srinagar, Feb 05:
Electricity demand in
Jammu and Kashmir has
seen a steady rise over
the past three years, while
power supply has largely
remained in sync with
demand, the Government
of India informed the Lok
Sabha on Thursday.

In a written reply to an
unstarred question (No.
1119), the Union Power
Ministry, according to the
news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO),
said that | More on P6

Bill ondrug abuse
in ensuing session:
Health Minister

KNO Special
Correspondent

The Jammu & Kashmir
Government on Thursday
said that it would bring a
bill on drug abuse during
the ongoing session of the
Legislative Assembly.
Speaking in the
Legislative Assembly,

as per news agency—
Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), Minister for Health
and Medical Education
Sakina Itoo said that the
bill has been prepared and
will be | More on P6

‘Govt examining
proposal to develop
new tourism areas
inRamban’

KT News Desk

Jammu, Feb 05: Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
on Thursday said

the government is
examining a proposal
for development of new
tourism-worthy areas

in Jammu and Kashmir,
including several locations
in Ramban district.

The Chief Minister was
replying to | More on P6

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha welcomes Union Home and Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah on his arrival at Jammu Airport on Thursday

Outpost Bobiya at 11:30 AM,
where he will e-inaugurate and
e-lay the foundation stone of
six welfare schemes for border

guards, aimed at strengthening
infrastructure and improving
welfare measures for personnel
deployed along | More on P6

Entire world respects India’s soft
power, spiritual wealth: LG Sinha

‘Strength of unity, spirit will make our country a developed nation by 2047’

KNO Desk

Haridwar/ Uttarakhand, Feb
05: Asserting that today the
entire  world acknowledges
and respects India's soft pow-
er and its spiritual wealth,
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Thursday said that
he is confident about the
country attaining the status
of a developed nation by 2047.

Addressing a gathering after
the Idol Installation Ceremony
of Swami Satyamitranand
Giri Ji Maharaj at Haridwar
in Devbhoomi Uttarakhand,
LG Sinha, according to the
news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO) spoke on pro-
found economic, cultural and
spiritual renaissance in the
country, which is igniting a
vibrant new consciousness in
the society.

Notably, the spiritual, cul-
tural, and Sadguru Memorial
Celebration was held

under the guidance of Swami
Avdheshanand Giri Ji Maharaj,
Acharya Mahamandaleshwar
of Juna Akhara.

“With the blessings of re-
vered saints, people are ad-
vancing steadfastly toward
the vision of building a mod-
ern, transformed India,” the
Lieutenant Governor said.

He highlighted that the
values envisioned by our

ancestors millennia ago are
now being embraced world-
wide, with nations adopting
the philosophy of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam-"the world is
one family"-as a beacon for
peace and harmony.

“Since time immemorial,
our tradition has championed
the welfare of all humanity.
It has gifted us the expansive
vision of the world as one

family,” he said, adding, “Our
ancient culture has never
sown division; it has always
championed unity, individual
bliss and prosperity of all. We
have redefined spirituality,
welfare of all and patriotism
for the world. India, the cradle
of the globe's most advanced
civilization and culture will
guide the enduring peace and
harmony across the world.”

“Yoga and meditation have
become integral to daily life in
households across every cor-
ner of the globe,” he further
added.

The Lieutenant Governor
observed that this year's
Union Budget earmarks trans-
formative strides for devel-
oping archaeological sites
alongside monastery-temple
preservation, Buddhist cir-
cuit corridors, and digital ar-
chiving of spiritual landmarks.

He said these initiatives will
kindle cultural | More on P6

Omar: Will raise
tourist destinations’
reopening with HM
Yogesh

Srinagar, Feb 05: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Thursday
said that he will take up the is-
sue of reopening tourist places,
which were closed after the
Pahalgam attack, with Union
Minister Amit Shah during his
visit to Jammu and Kashmir.

Speaking in the Legislative
Assembly, the CM, as per
news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO), said the
time has come to open tourist
places that were closed in the
Kashmir Valley.

“It is a fact that some areas
were closed. The time has come
to open them,” the CM said.

The CM added that talks are
continuing with the Government
of India over the issue.

“[ assure the House that the
closure of | More on P6

CM reaffirms push for statehood,
people-centric governance

» Counters opposition during
reply to Motion of Thanks

KT News Desk

Jammu, Feb 05: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Thursday
replied on the discussion held
in the Assembly on the Motion
of Thanks to the Lieutenant
Governor’s address during the
ongoing Budget Session.

As Leader of the House, the
Chief Minister spoke at length
about the priorities of his gov-
ernment and strongly dispelled
the charges levelled against
his government by the main
opposition BJP, PDP and other
members.

Speaking in the House,
the Chief Minister, as per an

official statement, thanked
the Lieutenant Governor for
addressing the Assembly on
February 2 and presenting the

Calls for unity,
democratic safeguards

j'. i 1 e -
government’s broad agenda.
He noted that the LG’s address
reflected the government’s
past, present | More on P6

Hopeful Business Rules will be
corrected in next few days: CM

‘Cabinet recommendation on reservation
sent to Union Home Ministry by LG’

KNO Special Correspondent

Jammu, Feb 05: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Thursday
that the business rules of
the Government of Jammu &
Kashmir will be corrected in
the next few days.

Winding up the discussion
on the Lieutenant Governor's
Address, as per news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO),
the CM said he is confident that
the Transaction of Business of
the Government of Jammu &
Kashmir Rules will be corrected
in the next couple of days. “Many
issues get stuck due to confusion
in business rules,” he said.

The CM said that the cabi-
net’s recommendation on

reservation has been sent by
the Lieutenant Governor to the
Union Home Ministry for fur-
ther reference.

“Those who took pride in
holding protests outside my
house-let them go and raise a
slogan outside the residence
of the Home Minister. I want
to tell them: at least submit
a memorandum to the Home
Minister during his visit to
Jammu and Kashmir,” he said.

The CM remarked that it is
easy to point fingers at the gov-
ernment, but they have done
whatever was possible. “We
have done our work. The issue
is now with the Government of
India. It has to be cleared by the
Government | More on P6

Amit Shah launches ‘Bharat Taxi’, first

cooperative-led ride-hailing platform
‘Will be available across country within three years’

PIB

New Delhi, Feb 05: Union Home
and Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday launched
its first cooperative-based taxi
service, ‘Bharat Taxi, in New
Delhi, marking a significant
step towards empowering taxi
drivers through a cooperative
ownership model. The launch,
led by Shah, with participa-
tion from Minister of State
for Cooperation Krishan Pal
Gurjar, Cooperation Secretary
Dr. Ashish Kumar Bhutani,
and over 1,200 driver part-
ners (“Sarathis”) from various
states, reflecting widespread
support for this innovative
initiative.
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Addressing the event, Amit
Shah emphasized that un-
der Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership, the Ministry
of Cooperation aims to develop
ownership rights for workers

in the unorganized sector. He
highlighted that within three
years, Sahakar Taxi would be-
come a major welfare medium
across India, from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari. | More on P6

J&K Govt to table drug
abuse Bill in Assembly

KNO Special Correspondent

Jammu, Feb 05: The Jammu
& Kashmir Government on
Thursday said that it would
bring a bill on drug abuse dur-
ing the ongoing session of the
Legislative Assembly.

Speaking in the Legislative
Assembly, as per news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), Minister for Health and
Medical Education Sakina Itoo
said that the bill has been pre-
pared and will be introduced
in the House during the ongo-
ing session.

Sakina made the disclosure
after NC MLA Tanvir Sadiq
highlighted that he had ear-
lier introduced a bill on drug
abuse, making it compulsory
to teach the ill effects of drug

Centre signs tripartite MoU with Nagaland
govt, ENPO for creation of FNTA

Now there will be no obstacles in path of Eastern Nagaland’s dev: Amit Shah

PIB

New Delhi, Feb 05: In yet an-
other significant milestone
towards fulfilling the vision
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi of a peaceful and pros-
perous North East, a historic
Agreement was signed be-
tween Government of India,
Government of Nagaland
and  representatives  of
Eastern Nagaland Peoples’
Organisation (ENPO), an apex

body representing eight rec-
ognised Naga tribes of the six
eastern districts of Nagaland
in New Delhi on Thursday.
The agreement was signed
in the presence of Union
Home Minister and Minister
of Cooperation, Amit Shah and
Chief Minister of Nagaland
Neiphiu Rio. The agreement
will pave the way for cre-
ation of Frontier Nagaland
Territorial Authority (FNTA)
for six districts | More on P6

addiction in schools.

Tanvir said that he had

withdrawn the bill on the as-
surance of the government.

The Minister said that the
government is also in the
process of finalising drug de-
addiction rules.

“We have framed the
drug de-addiction rules and
have sent them to the Law
Department | More on P6

23,000 jobs
outsourcedin J&K
intwo years: Govt

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar, Feb 05: Nearly
23000 jobs were outsourced
in Jammu and Kashmir in the
past two years, Govt informed
the Legislative Assembly on
Thursday.

In a written reply to the ques-
tion of MLA Sajad Ahmad Lone,
the Finance Minister, according
to the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), stated
that around 22,886 jobs were
outsourced. “The government
follows the procedures as laid
down in GFR-2017 for selection
of outsourcing agencies,” he
said, adding, “All outsourcing is
carried out through approved
mechanisms such as e-tender-
ing, GeM Portal and prescribed
Gol and UT guidelines to ensure
transparency | More on P6

Budget Session 2026

J&K Assembly passes Motion
of Thanks on LG’s address

KT News Desk

Jammu, Feb 05: Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative Assembly
on Thursday adopted the
Motion of Thanks on the
Lieutenant Governor's address,
delivered on February 2 in the
Legislative Assembly.

The Motion of Thanks was
moved by MLA Showkat
Hussain Ganie and seconded
by MLA Dr. Rameshwar Singh.

Leader of Opposition in the
House, Sunil Kumar Sharma,
while participating in the
discussion on the Motion
of Thanks, said that it is the

collective duty of all mem-
bers to work for the progress
and development of people
of Jammu and Kashmir. He
emphasized that people have
high expectations from the
government and these aspira-
tions must be respected and
addressed sincerely.

Participating in the dis-
cussion, Legislator Engineer
Khursheed Ahmed appreciated
the government's development
works across various sectors.
He also urged the government
to allocate five marlas of land to
flood victims.

Legislator, | More on P6
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Govt committed to all-weather road connectivity
across J&Kk, Deputy CM tells House

KT NEWS DESK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 05: Dep-
uty Chief Minister Surinder
Choudhary Thursday said
that the government is com-
mitted to connecting every
habitation with robust road
connectivity across Jammu
and Kashmir.

The Deputy Chief Minister,
as per an official statement,
was replying to a question
raised by legislator Javid Has-
san Baig in the Legislative
Assembly.

He further informed that
a structured and phased
approach is being adopt-
ed for road development
through flagship schemes
such as PMGSY, CRIF, NAB-
ARD (RIDF), and UT Capex,
in accordance with the J&K
Road Policy-2021. He added
that the planning, sanctioning
and execution processes of
projects under these schemes

are time bound and subject-
ed to regular reviews and

monitoring. This will ensure
timely completion and

delivery of safe, durable and
all weather road connectivity

PIB media delegation from Srinagar

across the Union Territory, he
added.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said that under the Supreme
Court directions for well
maintained and safe motor-
able roads, the Public Works
(R&B) Department is undertak-
ing construction, upgradation
and systematic maintenance
of road infrastructure across
the UT under various Central
Sector Schemes (CSS) and UT
Sector schemes.

He said that the J&K Road
Policy-2021 has been notified
to ensure assured funding,
transparency and planned
maintenance. He added that
the roads are being planned
and executed as per IRC
standards, with in-built
safety provisions such as
crash barriers, signage, road
furniture, identification of
accident-prone locations and
mandatory maintenance dur-
ing and after construction.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter also said that special
emphasis is being laid on
connectivity to remote,
hilly, and inaccessible areas
to ensure equitable devel-
opment. He said that the
Directorate Investigation &
Quality Control (DIQC) wing of
the Public Works (R&B) Depart-
ment is mandated to ensure
planning excellence, technical
soundness, and uncompromis-
ing quality in the creation and
maintenance of road and bridge
infrastructure. He added that
the DIQC is entrusted to ensure
road infrastructure across J&K
is safe, durable, reliable, and ser-
viceable in all seasons, thereby
supporting economic activity,
social inclusion, and regional
integration.

The Deputy CM said that
DIQC is responsible for techni-
cal vetting, quality assurance,
and compliance with pre-
scribed standards.

Budget Session 2026

Baba Reshi-Gulmarg
road project under
review: Deputy CM
KT NEWS DESK

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 05: Deputy
Chief Minister Surinder Choud-
hary on Thursday said that the
Detailed Project Report (DPR)
for construction of the Baba Re-
shi-Gulmarg Road has been pre-
pared at an estimated cost of Rs.
40.34 crore. He was replying to a
question raised by the legislator
Irfan Hafiz Lone in the Legisla-
tive Assembly Thursday.

The Deputy Chief Minister, as
per an official statement, said
that the project is presently under
examination. He informed that
the estimates for the balance
work of up-gradation, macad-
amization and completion of the
Dandmouh- Setrisem-Nagbal
road is under preparation stage.

However, the Deputy Chief
Minister said that the work shall
be taken up under the appropriate
head of account, subject to availa-
bility of resources.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

visits ICAR-CMFRI Vizhinjam

KT NEWS DESK

Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala), Feb-
ruary 05: As part of the ongoing me-
dia tour organised by the Press In-
formation Bureau (PIB), Srinagar, a
media delegation from Srinagar vis-
ited the ICAR-Central Marine Fish-
eries Research Institute (CMFRI),
Vizhinjam Regional Centre, Thurs-
day to gain first-hand insight into
marine fisheries research and ad-
vanced aquaculture technologies.

During the visit, the delegation,
as per the PIB statement, inter-
acted with Dr B. Santhosh, Head,
Vizhinjam Regional Centre, ICAR-
CMFRI, who briefed the journalists
on the mandate, research focus
and ongoing scientific interven-
tions of the institute in the marine
fisheries sector. He highlighted
CMFRI’s role in sustainable marine
resource management, maricul-
ture development and technology
dissemination aimed at enhancing
fish production, livelihoods and
nutritional security.

The delegation was also guided
by Dr Rathi Bhuvaneswari, Sen-
ior Scientist, through the Sagarika
Marine Research Aquarium, which
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showcases marine biodiversity and
research-driven awareness initi-
atives. The team also was given a
walkthrough of the Silver Pompano
Broodbank, developed for quality
seed production.

The team further visited the
Breeding and Hatchery Complex of
Giant Trevally and Silver Pompano,
the Bivalve Hatchery, the Microalgal
Photobioreactor, and the Live Feed
Copepod Unit, where detailed expla-
nations were provided on scientific
breeding, larval rearing, live feed pro-
duction, and innovative technologies
supporting marine aquaculture and
coastal livelihoods.

The interactions and facility

= - a
visits provided the media delega-
tion with comprehensive exposure
to CMFRI'’s efforts in advancing
climate-resilient, sustainable and
technology-driven fisheries and
mariculture practices.

The visit to ICAR-CMFRI, Vizhin-
jam, forms part of a five-day media
outreach programme organised by
PIB Srinagar to familiarise journalists
from Jammu and Kashmir with key
national research institutions, infra-
structure projects and development
initiatives in Kerala. The delegation is
being led by Shri Majid Pandit, Media
& Communication Officer, PIB Srina-
gar, who is the Conducting Officer for
the programme.

My Bharat Srinagar hosts ISYEP
2026, welcomes 37 youth from Punjab

KT NEWS DESK

mad Lone, as Chief Guest. A total of 37 youth participants

Srinagar, February 05: My Bharat Srinagar organised
the inauguration ceremony of the Inter-State Youth
Exchange Programme (ISYEP) 2026 at SCERT Bemina,
Srinagar, on Thursday. The programme, as per the PIB
statement, was attended by SDM West Srinagar, Irfan Ah-

from Punjab participated in the exchange programme,
while overall attendance exceeded 200.

Pradip Kumar, Deputy Director, Mera Yuva Bharat Srina-
gar, presided over the event and delivered the welcome
address, highlighting the vision of My Bharat in nurturing
responsible, aware, and united youth across the country.

GIST of e-Tender

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

MACHINERY DIVISION KASHMIR MECHANICAL &
HOSPITAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, KASHMIR

e-NIT No:

MDSK/TS /2025-26/95

Date

05.02.2026

mentioned work: -

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders are invited on item rate basis from registered contractors for the below

Name of the Work Estimated Bid security Position of AA
Cost of Cost EMD) in R
Tender Doc. I 0; ( ) in Rs
(In rupees) (In Rs)
1 2 3 4 5
SITC of Multistage Horizontal Pumping Unit and allied Anoroved under
works for Bore well no 120 in District Pulwama under Im- 200 .00 694550.00 14000.00 pp
- . . NMS
plementation of National Mission on Saffron.

as per schedule of dates given below: -

The bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.0.Q),
Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Govt. website www.jktenders.gov .in

Publish date 5.02.2026 ( 18:00hrs)
y Period of downloading of bidding document 5.0 26 ( 18:30hrs)
3 Bid submission start date 5.02.2 ( 18:55hrs)
4 Bid submission end date 16 .02.2026 ( 18:55hrs)
5 Date and time of opening of bids (online) 17 .02.2026 ( 14:00hrs)

No: MDSK/ TS/5878-81
Date: 05.02.2026

DIPK-10656/25
DATED: 05-02-2026

Sd/

Executive Engineer,
Machinery Division, Srinagar

JAMMU AND KASHMIR SERVICES SELECTION BOARD

Muthi, Akhnoor Road, Jammu/ZamZam Complex Rambagh, Srinagar (www.ikssb.nic.in)
NOTICE

Subject: Instructions for submission of application forms for the advertised (487) posts of Home Department.

The J&K Services Selection Board, vide Advertisement Notification No. 14 of 2025 dated: 31.12.2025, has advertised 487 posts
in Home Department for inviting application from eligible candidates, who are in possession of a valid Domicile Certificate and
other eligibility conditions as mentioned in the Advertisement Notification.

The aspirants can submit the application forms through the online portal of JKSSB. The following details are given as under:

Submission of Application Forms
01.02.2026 (12:00 AM)
to

Last Date for receiving Fee Online
01.02.2026 (12:00 AM)
to

02.03.2026 (11:59 PM) 02.03.2026 (11:59 PM)

he necessary instructions for filling up of online applications in this regard are as under:
1) Candidates are required to apply through online mode only, by accessing the website of JKSSB www.jkssh.nic.in. No other
means/mode of application will be accepted.
2) All the candidates shall be required to register on the Portal by clicking on ‘Login (Apply on Various Posts)’ tab available on
the Board/JKSSB website.
3) Candidates are required to have a valid e-mail ID and Mobile Number for registering by clicking on “New User / Sign Up” and
creating login credentials. The same shall be validated using OTP (One Time Password) based verification on e-mail and if the
verification code is not working, the candidates are required to resend the verification code for account activation by clicking on
“Get Activation Code”.
4) Candidates are advised to use their username only generated while registration
of their application form or received with the account activation mail instead of their e-mail ID.
5) After registering/creating login credentials, the candidates shall complete their OTR (One-Time Registration) form. After the
completion of OTR form, the candidates shall click on ‘Active Advertisement’ tab and then click on ‘Apply’ tab for submitting the
application form for the advertised posts.
6) The candidates shall carefully fill in all correct information in various columns and click on ‘SAVE & CONTINUE’.
7) Candidates are advised to upload their Live Photoqraph as per details mentioned in Annexure-"A”.
8) A clear Signature of the candidate shall be uploaded with following specifications:

Size of Signature (Max size- 10 KB to 20 KB) (Ht.X Wd=1.5X 3.5 cms).
9) A valid (within cut-off date) and genuine Category Certificate shall be uploaded with the following specifications: (Max size-
100 KB in pdf format).
10) Valid (within cut-off date) and requisite Qualification Certificate(s) shall be uploaded with the following specifications: (Max
size- 100 KB in pdf format).
11) The candidate shall ensure that all the required fields are filled up with correct information, before final submission of the
application form. Once submitted, the Application Form cannot be edited by the candidates. They shall be personally responsible
for filling the details in the Online application form and the information/details furnished by the candidates shall be treated as fi-
nal for the purpose of determining the eligibility/claims of the candidates. No claim on account of wrong/non-filling of information
shall be entertained subsequently. Benefits related to category, weightage etc. shall be claimed only in case of possession of a
valid, within the cut-off date certificate to this effect and no such claim shall be entertained at any subsequent stage.
12) Candidate’s Application will not be considered if fee is not paid for that application. Fees shall be paid only by Net banking/
Debit Card/UPI/Credit Card Options:

After successful completion of the form, the candidates shall be shown Eau-U.Q..C-link for making the online application fee
payment Candidates are advised to check the status of the fee as ‘Submitted’ on their dashboard.

The options will be available after clicking on Pay Now link. Candidate can pay using Net banking, Debit Card, UPI, Credit Card,
as Online Payment options.
13) No hard copy or print out of the application form is required to be submitted by the candidates, except at the stage of DV, only
in respect of the shortlisted candidates, after the conclusion of the examination. However, In-service candidates shall submit
print out of filled online application form along-with duly filled, signed and stamped Certificate given at last paragraph of the
application form through proper channel.
14) Candidates must include the Payee name and Account Number while submitting payment representations to this department/
office.
15) Candidates are advised to give their preferences for Item Nos. 323 and 324 while submitting their application forms.
16) The application fee/payment should be successfully submitted by the closing time strictly. As such, candidates are advised in
their own interest to submit online applications much before the closing date and not to wait till the last date to avoid the possi-
bility of disconnection/ inability or failure to login to the online application portal on account of heavy load on the website during
the closing days.
17) Candidates are advised to submit their representations regarding any queries related to submission of online application form
through online mode only at the given below e-mail address-
a) Official e-mail viz ssbik-qrievance(dik.qov.in
b) Helpdesk/ Landline of JKSSB - 0191-2461335 (Jammu)
0194-2435089 (Srinagar)
Helpdesk/ Landline of NIC — 9107706766

DIPK-10632/25
DATED: 05-02-2026 Atul Kumar JKAS,

Secretary, J&K Services Selection Board
No: JKSSB-PLAN/15/2024-03 (E-7597568) Dated: 31-01-2026

Annexure-"A”

. Live face capture using your device camera is mandatory.

. The application cannot be submitted without successful face verification.
. Uploaded photographs or screenshots are NOT allowed for this Advertisement.
. Use a working camera (laptop webcam or mobile camera).
. Allow camera access when prompted by the browser.
. Ensure a stable internet connection during face capture.
. Supported browsers: Chrome / Edge / Firefox (latest versions). Sit in a well-lit area with even lighting on your face.
e Avoid:

e Very dark rooms

. Bright backlight or sunlight behind you
. Harsh shadows on the face

* Your face should be clearly visible and sharp, not blurred. Look directly at the camera.

* Keep your face:

. Centered in the frame

. Straight (do not tilt head) Close enough (face should cover most of the frame)

* Only one face must be visible.

* Do NOT wear or use:

. Masks, caps, hats, or helmets Sunglasses or dark glasses

. Face coverings or hands on face

. Printed photographs or mobile screen images Any obstruction may lead to verification failure.
* The system may ask you to retry if quality checks fail.

If verification fails, follow the on-screen message (e.g., improve lighting, move closer).

You may retry the live capture until verification is successful.

Do not refresh or close the page during capture.
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Zojila Tunnel achieves 59% progress: Economic Survey

SAJID RAINA

Srinagar, Feb 05: Stating that
the 13.15-km Zojila Tunnel has
achieved around 59 percent phys-
ical progress and is expected to be
completed by 2027-28, the Eco-
nomic Survey Report 2025-26 re-
vealed that Jammu and Kashmir’s
major tunnel projects aimed at im-
proving all-weather road connec-
tivity are making steady headway.
The report said the tunnel pro-
jects are being executed under the
Prime Minister’s Development Pack-
age (PMDP) and National Highway
schemes to enhance mobility and
reduce travel time across the hilly

terrain of the Union Territory.

According to the Economic Survey,
the 6.5-km Sonamarg (Z-Morh) Tun-
nel, located near Gagangir in Ganderbal
district, was completed in July 2024 ata
cost of Rs 2,379 crore. “Connecting the
Srinagar-Sonamarg stretch of NH-01,
the tunnel ensures year-round connec-
tivity between Srinagar and Leh.”

The survey also said the Sonamarg
Tunnel holds strategic importance by
enabling reliable movement for civil-
ians and security forces toward the
border regions. It also mitigates risks
from heavy snowfall and avalanch-
es, ending the seasonal closure of
the Srinagar-Leh road that previous-
ly remained cut off for nearly seven

months every year.

Other key projects, including the
Panthal-Magarkote Tunnel, Digdole-
Khooni Nallah Tunnel, Jammu Ring
Road Tunnel, Bimber Gali Tunnel and
Sungal Tunnel, are at different stages of
construction, the report stated.

The Kundi Tunnel and Naushera
Tunnel have already been complet-
ed, it added.

According to the Survey, the com-
pletion of these tunnel projects
will strengthen road infrastruc-
ture, ensure smoother traffic flow,
improve access to remote areas, and
bolster the long-term economic and
strategic development of Jammu and
Kashmir—(KNO)

JRKLA Ques

tion Hour

J&K govt’s policies
a ‘golden veil over

Speaker rejects amendment on attacks against Kashmiris

YOGESH

Jammu, Feb 05: A proposed
amendment to the Lieutenant
Governor's Address regarding
the attacks on Kashmiris work-
ing in other states was defeated
in the Legislative Assembly on
Thursday.

After the CM’s reply to the
LG's Address, Peoples Conference
president Sajad Lone pressed
that his amendment be put to
vote. When the amendment
was put to voting, National Con-
ference MLAs voted against it,
while Peoples Conference and
Peoples Democratic Party MLAs

voice vote, the Speaker declared
that the amendment had been
rejected by the House. The
amendment was taken up in the
House after the CM’s reply to the
LG’s Address.

When the Speaker asked Lone
whether he would withdraw the
amendment or press it, Lone said
he would withdraw it if the gov-
ernment gave an assurance that
they would create an institution-
al mechanism, such as a cabinet
subcommittee, to look into these
incidents.

Responding to Lone, CM
Omar Abdullah said that an
institutional mechanism is

incidents. At this, Lone asked

such incidents. The CM did
not respond, prompting Lone to
press the amendment for voting.

Only Lone and PDP members
in the House supported the
amendment.

In a post on X, PC president
Sajad Lone said that NC and
BJP together voted against the
amendment in the Assembly to
defeat it. “I had moved amend-
ments to the Honourable LG’s
Address. The concept was that
these points be added to the
Honourable LG's Address. The
amendments were put to vote,
and NC and BJP voted against
them,” Lone said. He expressed

supporting his amendments.
“Thanks to PDP members. They
supported them,” Lone added.
Lone's amendment read:
“But to regret that there is
no mention of the strong-
est possible condemnation
in the Address about attacks
on Kashmiri students, trad-
ers, and hawkers in different
states and Union Territories,
in their own country. Besides,
there is no mention of any
communication with the
Union Government and dif-
ferent states to take strict
action against the culprits
involved in such dastardly

voted in its favour. Following the

already in place to address such

him to reveal details about

gratitude to PDP members for

acts.”—(KNO)

Health Dept refers over 2400 vacancies to PSC, JKSSB

JAHANGEER GANAIE

Srinagar, Feb 05: The Jammu and
Kashmir Government has reiterat-
ed its commitment to strengthen the
healthcare system by ensuring ad-
equate availability of doctors, spe-
cialists, nurses and paramedical staff
across the Union Territory.

Acknowledging that human resourc-
es form the backbone of efficient and
quality health services, the Health and
Medical Education Department has ini-
tiated a large-scale recruitment drive to
address staff shortages in government
health institutions.

Replying to a question of MLA, G A Mir,
Health Minister, Sakina Itoo stated: “The
Government recognizes importance of
availability of doctors, specialists, nurses

and paramedical staff for efficient and
proper health delivery services.”

"The Department recently referred
480 posts of Medical Officers to the
J&K Public Service Commission for
recruitment. After completion of the
selection process, the newly selected
doctors shall be posted to far-flung/
under-served areas and health insti-
tutions facing shortage of staff, as per
requirement and policy in vogue,” she
said, adding, “Further, the 292 vacan-
cies in the non-gazetted/paramedical
category from the Directorate of Fam-
ily Welfare, Maternity and Child Health
(MCH), and Immunization have been
referred to the Jammu and Kashmir
Services Selection Board for recruit-
ment, which stands advertised by the
JKSSB for making selection of suitable

candidates. Also 290 vacancies in the
non-gazetted/paramedical category
from the Directorate of Health Services
Jammu have also been referred to the
Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection
Board (J&K SSB) for recruitment. Besides
608 posts of Directorate of Health Ser-
vices, Jammu are also in the process of
referral to JKSSB for recruitment, after
having concurrence of Finance Depart-
ment," she said.

The Minister added that 802 non-ga-
zetted, MTS vacancies and Sanitation
Worker posts pertaining to Directorate
of Health Services, Kashmir are under
examination in the department for fur-
ther referral to JKSSB. These posts shall
be referred after having concurrence of
Finance Department

"Contractual recruitment of doctors and

paramedical staff is already being undertak-
en under the National Health Mission, J&K,
which provides a policy-approved mech-
anism to address manpower shortages at
district and block levels, especially in far-flung
and under-served areas," she added.

"Recruitment at constituency or district
level outside the NHM framework is not
feasible, as appointments to public posts
must be made strictly in accordance with
prescribed recruitment rules and statuto-
ry procedures. Any parallel arrangement
may lead to administrative and legal
complications,” she said adding that the
Department continues to fill regular posts
through constitutional recruiting agen-
cies, while immediate gaps are bridged
through NHM contractual engagements,
ensuring uninterrupted healthcare
services—(KNO)

SAJID RAINA

Jammu, Feb 05: Leader of
Opposition (LoP) in Jam-
mu and Kashmir Legis-
lative Assembly, Sunil
Sharma, on Thursday ac-
cused the ruling govern-
ment of failing to deliver
on employment, electric-
ity, governance, and au-
tonomy promises, calling
the administration’s pol-
icies a “golden veil over
failures”.

Speaking during the
ongoing budget session,
Sharma alleged that the
government’s address
largely repeated state-
ments made over the past
25-26 years and offered
little concrete action for
the people of the Union
Territory.

Challenging the govern-
ment from the Assembly,
he said, “Our right is to
discuss in this house for
the well-being of the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir.

failures’: LoP Sharma

be disliked. But that does
not mean we will excuse
the government’s failure
to keep its promises.”

The LoP highlighted
employment as a major
concern, claiming that
the government had out-
sourced 24,000 jobs in the
last one-and-a-half years,
undermining the aspira-
tions of meritorious youth.

He criticised the
handling of electricity
distribution under vari-
ous schemes, including
the promise of providing
200 units of free electrici-
ty to economically weaker
households.

“Last year, the budget
speech stated that 800,000
families under AAY would
get electricity. A year has
passed, yet this has not
been implemented. The
government does not
have a vision document on
where these units will be
delivered or how they will
be funded,” he said.

From The Parliament
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RAJA SYED RATHER

Srinagar, Feb 05: The Centre on Thursday informed
the Parliament that Jammu and Kashmir received
around 4.5 lakh metric tonnes of food grains annu-
ally under the Na-tional Food Security Act (NFSA),
while Ladakh received around 0.32-0.35 lakh met-
ric tonnes per year, under the Targeted Public Dis-
tribution System (TPDS).

In a written reply in Lok Sabha, the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution stat-
ed that Jammu and Kashmir was allocated about 4.50
LMT in 2020-21, 4.49 LMT in 2021-22, 4.51 LMT in
2022-23 and around 4.50 LMT in 2023-24, with sim-
ilar allocations continuing in 2024-25. For 2025-26
(up to December 2025), the UT has received around
3.75 LMT under NFSA.

For Ladakh, the ministry said around 0.32 LMT was
allo-cated in 2020-21, which increased marginally to
about 0.33-0.35 LMT between 2021-22 and 2024-25,
while around 0.28 LMT has been allocated in 2025-26
(up to De-cember).

Earlier, the government had told Parliament that
over 910 thousand metric tonnes of food grains
were allocated to Jammu and Kashmir and nearly 59
thousand metric tonnes to Ladakh under PMGKAY
during the COVID-19 period, in addition to NFSA
entitlements.

The Ministry said that advance stocking and special
transportation arrangements are made for snow-bound
areas of Kashmir and high-altitude regions of Lada-
kh to ensure uninterrupted supply during winter
months—(KNO)

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

Srinagar, Feb 05: The Union
Government has informed
Parliament that a Cyber Fo-
rensic Laboratory is available
and functioning in Jammu and
Kashmir as part of efforts to
strengthen digital crime inves-
tigation and forensic capabili-
ties in the Union Territory.

In a written reply to an
unstarred question in Lok
Sabha, the Ministry of Home

Affairs said that the Central
Government is providing con-
tinued support for upgradation
of State and Union Territory
Forensic Science Laboratories,
including cyber forensic divi-
sions, under centrally funded
schemes.

The Ministry said that pro-
jects worth Rs 244.89 crore
have been approved for 30
States and Union Territories
under the Nirbhaya-funded
scheme for strengthening

DNA analysis and cyber
forensic capacities. Jammu
and Kashmir is among the
UTs where a cyber forensic
facility is already available,
it said.

The government further
informed Parliament that
police and public order being
state subjects, the respon-
sibility for investigation
and maintenance of foren-
sic facilities rests with the
respective State or Union

Territory administrations,
while the Centre extends
financial and technical
support.

Meanwhile, the Ministry said
that details of pending cases and
sanctioned posts in cyber forensic
laboratories are not maintained
centrally, adding that training and
upskilling of cyber professionals
is an ongoing process through
institutions such as the Nation-
al Forensic Sciences University
(NFSU)—(KNO)

5 new toll plazas in J&K in
6 years: Gadkari

Rivaz Buat

Srinagar, Feb 05: The Government of India on Wednesday informed
the Parliament that five new toll (fee) plazas have become opera-
tional in Jammu and Kashmir during the past six financial years as
part of National Highway infrastructure expansion.

In a written reply to an unstarred question in the Lok Sabha,
Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Jairam Gadkari
said that fee plazas are opened on completed National Highway
projects in accordance with the National Highways Fee (Deter-
mination of Rates and Collection) Rules, 2008, and the terms of
concession agreements, including prescribed distance norms

between plazas.

Continued on
www.kashmirthunder.in

Gol identifies 224
accident-prone spots on
highways in J&K, Ladakh

RIYAZ BHAT

Srinagar, Feb 05: The Government of India on Wednesday
informed the Lok Sabha that 224 accident-prone black spots
have been identified on National Highways across the Union
Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh, out of which
short-term rectification has been completed at 170 loca-
tions and long-term corrective measures at 62 spots.

The information was shared in a written reply to an
unstarred question (No. 1124) raised by Dr Bhola Singh regard-
ing road safety improvements on National Highways.

Continued on
www.kashmirthunder.in

Srinagar, Feb 05: The Union Govern-
ment on Thursday in-formed Parlia-
ment that over 3.89 lakh pre-matric
scholar-ships and more than 47,000
post-matric scholarships were sanc-
tioned in Jammu and Kashmir during
the year 2021-22 under minority wel-
fare schemes.

In a written reply to an unstarred
question in Lok Sabha, the Minis-
try of Minority Affairs said that
389,132 pre-matric scholarships
and 47,574 post-matric scholarships
were sanctioned in J&K during the
period.

Continued on
www.kashmirthunder.in

Over 5.76 lakh smart
meters installed in
J&K: Power Ministry

Sajip RAIAN

Srinagar, Feb 05: Over 5.76 lakh
smart meters have been installed
across Jammu and Kashmir under
the Revamped Distribution Sector
Scheme (RDSS) till January 2026, the
Government of India informed the
Lok Sabha on Thursday.
Continued on
www.kashmirthunder.in
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Friday Brief: Sha’baan Is The Bridge To Ramadhan

and profound position in the Islamic

calendar, serving as a spiritual bridge
between the two blessed epochs of Rajab
and Ramadhan. While not a month of
obligatory fasting like Ramadhan, its sig-
nificance, particularly its concluding
days, is deeply rooted in the Sunnah of
the Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon
Him). It is a time of preparation, eleva-
tion, and divine anticipation. The Prophet

The month of Sha’baan holds a unique

(PBUH) is reported to have fasted more in
Sha’baan than in any other month apart
from Ramadhan. When asked about this,
he explained, “It is a month people neglect
between Rajab and Ramadhan... and I love
that my deeds be lifted up while I am fast-
ing.” This highlights Sha’baan’s role as a pe-
riod for spiritual rejuvenation and increas-
ing voluntary worship (nafil) to smoothly
transition into Ramadhan’s intensity. It is a
time for the heart to reorient itself towards

obedience and for minor sins to be erased
through increased devotion, ensuring one
approaches Ramadhan with a cleansed
slate and heightened consciousness. The
pinnacle of Sha’baan is the night of the 15th,
known as Laylat al-Bara’ah or the Night of
Emancipation. While interpretations vary,
many scholars hold it as a night of immense
mercy when Allah’s forgiveness descends,
destinies are recorded, and prayers are an-
swered. The Prophet (PBUH) urged believers

to spend this night in prayer, seeking for-
giveness, and to fast the following day. It is
a night for introspection, repairing relation-
ships, and seeking pardon—a divine oppor-
tunity for spiritual rectification before the
holy month. Thus, the last days of Sha’baan
are a final call to readiness. They are not for
laxity but for polishing one’s intentions,
increasing Quranic recitation, and making
sincere repentance (tawbah). It is the be-
liever’s final spiritual tuning before entering

the marathon of Ramadhan. Sha’baan is the
soul’s runway for Ramadhan. By honouring
it through fasting, night prayers, and seek-
ing forgiveness, a Muslim does not merely
wait for Ramadhan but actively builds the
spiritual momentum to embrace its bless-
ings fully. It is a merciful gift from Allah, al-
lowing His servants to arrive at the gates of
Ramadhan not as strangers to worship, but
as prepared and eager guests of the Most
Merciful.

Press Information Bureau

India’s capital goods sector is a strategic
cornerstone in India’s industrial policy, sup-
ported by government infrastructure invest-
ments and a strong manufacturing push.
The sector is a critical driver of infrastruc-
ture expansion, industrial capacity creation,
and technological advancement across the
economy.

With a view to building high-precision
manufacturing capacity, promoting techno-
logically advanced equipment, and creating
globally competitive industrial ecosystems,
the capital goods sector has remained a key
focus of government policy. Given its critical
importance to the country’s economic de-
velopment, the sector’s expansion has been
consistently supported through targeted in-
centives and strengthened regulatory frame-
works. The Union Budget 2026-27 further re-
inforces this direction, emphasising the need
to support a rapidly expanding economy
characterised by rising trade volumes and
increasing capital requirements.

Guided by the framework of three kar-
tavyas, the Union Budget identifies its first
priority as accelerating and sustaining
economic growth by proposing interven-
tions in various key areas. Capital goods
development remains a key component of
the strategy, with continued emphasis on
sector-specific schemes and sustained capi-
tal expenditure aimed at strengthening do-
mestic manufacturing capabilities and infra-
structure creation.

The proposed measures seek to boost in-
vestment, enhance domestic capacity, and
support long-term economic growth in the
Capital Goods sector.

Capital Goods

“Capital Goods” means any plant, machin-
ery, equipment or accessories required for
manufacture or production, either directly or
indirectly, of goods or for rendering services,
including those required for replacement,
modernisation, technological up-gradation
or expansion.

Capital goods may be used in manufactur-
ing, mining, agriculture, aquaculture, animal
husbandry, floriculture, horticulture, pisci-
culture, poultry, sericulture and viticulture
as well as for use in services sector.

Capital Goods Sector Strengthening India’s
Growth Engine

The capital goods sector plays a vital role
in India’s economic strategy by supporting
large-scale manufacturing and infrastructure
projects. Driven by rapid urbanization, ongo-
ing infrastructure investments, and strong
policy support, the sector is set to foster
long-term industrial growth and strengthen
India’s standing in the global economy.

Capital goods are widely regarded as foun-
dational to strengthening domestic manu-
facturing capacity. The sector also exerts a
strong multiplier effect on the economy, sig-
nificantly influencing growth and employ-
ment across user industries by supplying
critical inputs such as machinery and equip-
ment to the entire manufacturing ecosys-
tem, as well as to other related sectors.

Role of Capital Goods in Industrial Growth

India’s industrial growth momentum in
FY26 has become more broad-based, with
manufacturing emerging as a major driver
and gaining further pace during the year. The
Economic Survey 2025-26 notes that manu-
facturing GVA growth accelerated in FY26,
reaching 7.72% in Q1 and 9.13% in Q2, sup-
ported largely by ongoing structural trans-
formations within the sector.

Further, the Index of Industrial Production
(1IP) registered a growth of 7.8% in December
2025, supported by broad-based expan-
sion in manufacturing (8.1%) and continued
growth in mining (6.8%). A key contributor
to this performance was the capital goods
segment under the use-based classification,
which recorded an 8.1% year-on-year in-
crease during the same period.

The export performance of the capital
goods sector since FY22 has been closely
linked to the expansion of domestic pro-
duction capacity and the strengthening of

Union Budget FY 2026-27:

Strengthening Capital Goods Sector

investment activity within the economy.
Exports recorded steady growth, increasing
to 33,356 croreinFY25from 31,621 crore
in FY24. Similarly, production also witnessed
a notable rise, reaching 2,05,194 crore in
FY25 compared with  1,85,858 crore in the
previous financial year. On the import front,
merchandise imports rose by 6.3% year-
on-year in FY25 to reach USD 721.2 billion,
driven largely by stronger demand for criti-
cal intermediate goods and capital equip-
ment, reflecting resilient domestic demand.
Further, capital goods imports expanded
by 6.6% in Q1 FY26 and further accelerated
to 9.2% in Q2 FY26. The overall dual trends
highlights sustained domestic investment
activity as well as reliance on technologically
advanced machinery sourced from abroad.

Also, High-frequency indicators suggest
healthy investment activity in capital goods.
The overall growth in the sector indicates
rising industrial activity, reflecting improved
performance and expanding economic
momentum.

High-frequency indicators signalling
firming investment momentum (YoY
growth, %)

High-frequency indicators are signal-
ling a firming investment momentum, as
evidenced by the year-on-year growth per-
centages. Specifically, capital goods imports
increased from 6.6% in the first quarter of
FY26 to 9.2% in the second quarter, and fur-
ther rose to 13.4% in the third quarter. The
monthly average year-on-year growth dur-
ing the period from FY16 to FY20 was 7.1%.
Additionally, capacity utilization rates im-
proved from 74.1% in Q1 FY26 to 74.8% in Q2
FY26; data for Q3 FY26 was not available.
These trends suggest an overall strengthen-
ing in investment activities.

What are Capital Goods Imports?

Capital goods imports are defined as the
aggregate of imports of electric machinery
and equipment; base metals excluding iron
and steel; industrial machinery, including
machinery for dairy and allied uses; machine
tools; other construction machinery; project
goods; and transport equipment.

Government Capex has continued to rise
steadily since FY22

The Government’s capital expenditure
between FY19 and FY22 spending grew by
about 92%, increasing from  3.07 lakh crore
to  5.92 lakh crore. This upward trajectory
has continued in subsequent fiscal years,
supporting the broader objective of expand-
ing high-quality infrastructure nationwide.

Additionally, the government’s capital out-
lay has further increased by nearly 4.2 times,
from 2.63 lakh crore in FY18 to a budgeted

11.21 lakh crore in FY26(BE), whereas ef-
fective public capital expenditure for FY26
(BE) stands at ~ 15.48 lakh crore.

Sectoral Impact of Capital Goods
Expansion

India’s expanding capital goods sector is
supporting strong growth across several in-
dustrial segments. It is experiencing signifi-
cant attention because of its pivotal role in
advancing industrial activity and overall eco-
nomic development. The sector also encom-
passes other industries such as, machinery,
and construction, which are essential for the
country's infrastructure development. For
instance, the electrical equipment segment
has consistently recorded double-digit out-
put growth in power equipment, driven by
strong demand in both domestic and export
markets.

Together, these trends highlights that
India’s capital goods sector is emerging as
a central pillar of its investment-led growth
strategy, reinforcing industrial capacity, ac-
celerating infrastructure creation, and sus-
taining the country’s long-term economic
momentum.

Budget Focus on Capital Goods: A Push for
the Economy

The Union Budget 2026-27 underscores
the capital goods sector as a key driver of
India’s growth and industrial transformation.
It prioritises expansion of manufacturing ca-
pacities in seven strategic and frontier sectors,
supported by focused interventions for capi-
tal goods. The Budget strengthens the sector’s
role across manufacturing, and the energy
transition to enhance productivity and qual-
ity standards. These measures aim to reinforce
domestic capacity while supporting India’s
deeper integration with global markets.

Public Capital Expenditure:
Infrastructure-led Growth

Reinforcing the role of public investment
as a key driver of economic growth, the
Budget delivers a strong push to infrastruc-
ture development. Public capital expendi-
ture is proposed to be increased by ~9% from
FY 2025-26 (Budget Estimates) to  12.2
lakh crore in FY 2026-27. Public capex has
increased manifold from 2 lakh crore in
FY 2014-15. This underscores the contin-
ued emphasis on infrastructure-led growth,
crowding-in of private investment and en-
hancement of productive capacity across the
economy.

Strengthening Manufacturing through
Capital Goods Development

Recognising the strong capital goods ca-
pability underpins productivity and quality
across industries, several targeted interven-
tions have been proposed to build domestic
capacity.

To enhance high-precision manufactur-
ing, Hi-Tech Tool Rooms are proposed to be
established by CPSEs (Central Public Service
Enterprise) at two locations. These facilities
will function as digitally enabled, automated
service bureaus, providing localised design,
testing and manufacturing of high-precision
components at lower cost.

Further, a Scheme for Enhancement of

Construction and Infrastructure Equipment
(CIE) is proposed to strengthen domestic
manufacturing of high-value and technolog-
ically advanced construction and infrastruc-
ture equipment. This includes a wide range
of equipment, from lifts used in multi-storey
buildings and fire-fighting equipment to
tunnel-boring machinery for metro projects
and high-altitude roads.

To support logistics and trade infrastruc-
ture, the Budget also proposes a Scheme for
Container Manufacturing, aimed at creating
a globally competitive container manufac-
turing ecosystem. The scheme has a pro-
posed budgetary allocation of 10,000 crore
over a five-year period.

Support to Toll Manufacturing and
Electronics Manufacturing

To provide a fillip to toll manufacturing in
India, the Budget proposes an income tax ex-
emption for a period of five years to any non-
resident entity that provides capital goods,
equipment or tooling to a toll manufacturer
operating in a bonded zone.

In addition, specific support has been
extended to toll manufacturing engaged in
electronics manufacturing. Under the pro-
posal, a tax exemption is provided to any
foreign company supplying capital goods,
equipment or tooling to a toll manufacturer
located in a bonded zone and engaged in
manufacturing electronic goods. The exemp-
tion is proposed for five tax years beginning
1st April, 2026.

The measure aims to reduce the capital in-
vestment burden on Indian contract manu-
facturers, thereby lowering production costs
and promoting electronics manufacturing in
India. The proposed amendment is applica-
ble up to tax year 2030-31.

Energy Transition and Critical Minerals:
Capital Goods Facilitation

In support of energy transition and energy
security, the Budget proposes to extend the
basic customs duty exemption on capital
goods used for manufacturing Lithium-Ion
cells for batteries to those used for manufac-
turing Lithium-Ion cells for battery energy
storage systems as well.

Further, the basic customs duty on the
import of capital goods required for process-
ing critical minerals in India is proposed to
be exempted, with a view to strengthening
domestic value chains for critical minerals.

Recent Policy Support Strengthening
Capital Goods Sector

The Government’s policy support for the
capital goods sector has expanded signifi-
cantly, with multiple schemes aimed at im-
proving domestic capability and aligning
with India’s investment-led growth phase.
Some of the recent policy support includes:

Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
Schemes

The core objective of the PLI Scheme is

Key Takeaways

» Government capital outlay rose 4.2x
from 2.63 lakh crore in FY18 to 311.21
lakh crore in FY26 (BE)

*  Union Budget FY 2026-27 announces
public capital expenditure at 312.2 lakh
crore

» Capital goods under IIP grew 8.1% YoY in
December 2025

* 310,000 crore Container Manufacturing
Scheme and new CIE & Hi-Tech Tool
Room initiatives announced

» Five-year tax exemptions for toll and
electronics manufacturing, along with
customs duty exemptions for capital
goods in various sectors

to attract investments in key sectors, facili-
tate the adoption of cutting-edge technolo-
gies, enhance operational efficiency, and
achieve economies of size and scale, thereby
strengthening the global competitiveness of
Indian manufacturers. The Economic Survey
2025-26 highlights key sectoral gains such as:

PLI-Auto Scheme promotes manufacturing
of advanced automotive technology vehicles
and components. It attracted 35,657 crore
in investments and created 48,974 jobs till
September 2025.

PLI-Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC)
Scheme aims at localising battery manufac-
turing, with 40 GWh capacity awarded thus,
strengthening India’s EV ecosystem.

Rising Impact of PLI Schemes in
Strengthening India’s Manufacturing
Sector

According to the Economic Survey 2025-
2026, an actual investment of over 2.0 lakh
crore has been realised till September 2025,
leading to incremental production/sales of
over 18.70 lakh crore and employment gen-
eration of over 12.60 lakhs (direct and indirect).

Additionally, cumulative incentives of

23,946 crore have been disbursed across
12 sectors, with 806 applications approved
across all 14 sectors. The PLI Schemes have
witnessed exports surpassing 8.20 lakh
crore, driven by key sectors under the Scheme.

Scheme for Enhancement of Competitiveness
in the Indian Capital Goods Sector

The Government is undertaking focused
measures to strengthen the competitive-
ness of the capital goods sector through
Phase II of the Scheme on Enhancement of
Competitiveness in the Indian Capital Goods
Sector, introduced in 2022. The scheme
covers six major components, including
technology identification through innova-
tion portals, setting up Advanced Centres
of Excellence (CoEs), establishing Common
Engineering Facility Centres (CEFCs), up-
grading testing and certification infrastruc-
ture, and implementing comprehensive skill
development initiatives.

As of November 2025, 29 projects have
been approved under Phase II, involving a
total project cost of 891.37 crore, with a
government contribution of  714.64 crore.
Technologies developed under the scheme
have also captured markets in countries
such as France, Belgium, and Qatar, dem-
onstrating the sector’s improving global
competitiveness.

The Scheme for Enhancement of
Competitiveness in the Indian Capital Goods
Sector is a demand-driven scheme under
which industry, in partnership with eminent
academic and research institutions, propos-
es projects for government funding, with the
objective of fostering long-term industry-
academia collaboration for critical R&D.

Conclusion

Building on its kartavya and the govern-
ment’s resolve to drive comprehensive eco-
nomic growth and development, the capital
goods sector plays a significant role in advanc-
ing this agenda. With existing policy support
and new measures introduced in the Union
Budget 2026-27, the sector is well positioned
to make a strong contribution to India’s eco-
nomic development in the coming years.
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CS consults NITi Aayog to strengthen
food safety reglme inJ&K

KT News Desk

JAMMU, FEBRUARY 05: Chief
Secretary, Atal Dulloo, Thursday
held high-level consultative
meeting with Member, NITI
Aayog, Dr. VK. Paul, along with
senior experts and advisors from
the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI), to
deliberate on a comprehensive
strategy for strengthening and
augmenting food safety mecha-
nisms across the districts of J&K.

The meeting, as per an of-
ficial statement, was at-
tended by Secretary, Health &
Medical Education (H&ME);
Commissioner, Food and Drug
Administration (FDA); Director,
Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer
Affairs  (FCS&CA), Jammu/
Kashmir; Commissioner, Jammu
Municipal Corporation (JMC)
and other concerned senior
officers.

During the discussions, Dr.
V.K. Paul shared expert insights
on framing a future-ready road-
map aimed at ensuring uncom-
promising food safety standards
across Jammu and Kashmir.
He, along with FSSAI experts,

outlined a six-point strategic
framework to be pursued in the
coming months for strengthen-
ing both awareness and enforce-
ment mechanisms under the
Food Safety regime.

The roadmap empha-
sized the launch of a vigorous
Information, Education and
Communication (IEC) campaign
to create widespread public
awareness about food safety
practices, consumer rights,
and statutory provisions under
the Food Safety and Standards
Act. This would be comple-
mented by simultaneous efforts
to plug gaps in enforcement

mechanisms, including neces-
sary notifications and regula-
tory measures to empower the
Food Safety Organization with
stronger enforcement authority.

A key focus area discussed
was capacity building of human
resources, along with strength-
ening of food testing infrastruc-
ture. It was agreed that priority
would be accorded to upgrada-
tion and strengthening of ex-
isting laboratories in the first
phase, with expansion to follow
in a calibrated manner.

The meeting also resolved
to constitute a joint panel of
experts from FSSAI and J&K,

Health Department to prepare a
detailed action plan within the
next three months, with imple-
mentation scheduled to com-
mence from April 2026.

Earlier, Chief Secretary Atal
Dulloo highlighted the specific
requirements of Jammu and
Kashmir for developing a com-
prehensive and long-term road-
map to make the food safety
system among one of the best in
the country.

He sought guidance from NITI
Aayog on preparing a multi-year
blueprint for optimal utilization
of the Food Safety Act to safe-
guard public health. He also

requested expert recommenda-
tions on strengthening labora-
tory infrastructure, enhancing
human resources, improving
training and capacity building,
and addressing systemic bottle-
necks to make the Food Safety
Organization more effective and
empowered during this period.

Providing an overview of
the current scenario, Secretary,
H&ME, Dr. Syed Abid Rashid
Shah, presented the status of
food safety enforcement in the
Union Territory. He briefed the
experts on existing institution-
al mechanisms, including the
functioning of two Food Safety
Appellate Tribunals and two
NABL/FSSAl-accredited labora-
tories at Jammu and Srinagar,
and underscored the need for
the present consultations to
further strengthen enforcement
outcomes.

The meeting concluded with
a shared commitment to rein-
forcing food safety governance
in Jammu and Kashmir through
coordinated institutional ef-
forts, robust enforcement, and
sustained awareness for the
safety and welfare of its people.

Child Marriage Free Bharat

Mission Vatsalya Bandipora
holds awareness programme

KT News Desk

BANDIPORA, FEBRUARY 05
: Under the 4th spell of the
“Child Marriage Free Bharat”
Campaign, which focuses on
Gram Panchayat-led community
engagement, Gram Sabha ac-
tion, and Panchayat resolutions
to declare areas child-marriage-
free, Mission Vatsalya (Child
Protection Services) Bandipora
organized an awareness and
sensitization = programme  at
Mantrigam Panchayat Halga B,
of District Bandipora, with ac-
tive participation from various
stakeholders.

During the programme, a
resolution was passed in line
with Spell 4, reaffirming the
Panchayat’s commitment
to prevent child marriage,
strengthen local vigilance, and
promote community owner-
ship in safeguarding children.

Village heads including
Ex.Sarpanch, Chowkidars,
Lumberdars, Ex.Ward Members,
Augaf Committee President,
along with Anganwadi Workers,

ASHA Workers, and local resi-
dents were sensitized about the
harmful consequences of child
marriage, legal provisions, and
preventive strategies.

Emphasis was placed on
the collective responsibility of
families and community lead-
ers to protect Child Rights and
ensure education and overall
well-being.

Officials from DCPU, CWC,
CHL and CHD highlighted the
negative physical, mental, and
social impacts of child mar-
riage and urged participants
to remain vigilant and report
incidents.

As per an official statement,
the Child Helpline number 1098
was widely shared, and infor-
mative posters were displayed
at schools and Gram Panchayats
to enhance awareness. The pro-
gramme concluded with a col-
lective pledge by community
members to support govern-
ment initiatives and work to-
wards making District Bandipora
child-marriage-free, ensuring a
safer future for children.

DC Srinagar launches vaccination
programme for Hajj 2026 pilgrims

KT News Desk

SRINAGAR FEBRUARY 05: In
connection with Hajj-2026,
Deputy Commissioner(DC)
Srinagar, Akshay Labroo on
Thursday kick started 3 days
immunization/vaccination pro-
gramme for Hajj pilgrims of
Srinagar District here at Bait-ul-
Hujaj (Haj House), Bemina.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul
Aziz, Chief Executive Officer,
J&K Hajj House, Dr Shujat, SDM
West, Irfan Bahadur, Chief
Medical Officer, Dr Tahir Sajad,
Tehsildar ~ Shalteng, Rayees
Ahmad, Zonal Medical Officer
Batamaloo, Dr  Sameena,
District Immunization Officer
and other officers of Haj House
were present on the occasion.

During the visit, the DC,
as per an official statement,
took stock of the vaccination
process and inspected the ar-
rangements put in place to fa-
cilitate the pilgrims of district
and to ensure smooth vaccina-
tion of pilgrims.

While interacting with the

Hajj Pilgrims, the DC greeted
them for Holy pilgrimage of
Hajj-2026.

On the occasion, the DC said
that the vaccination is aimed
to protect the Hajj pilgrims
from various infections, ensure
their health and safety, and
protect them from any conta-
gious diseases. He emphasized
on ensuring seamless conduct
of the vaccination process.

The DC was informed that
the vaccinations process is
scheduled for 3 days from

Wednesday during which

vaccine for Meningococcal
Meningitis, Poliomyelitis and
Seasonal Influenza (SIV) are
being administered to the
Hajj-2026 Pilgrims for which
special counters have been
setup for smooth conduct.

The CEO, J&K Hajj House,
briefed the DC that a total of
1173 pilgrims from Srinagar
district shall be taking their
pilgrimage for Hajj-2026 and
are being vaccinated at Bait-
ul-Hujaj (Haj House), Bemina.

DC Ganderbal reviews Mission YUVA implementation, approves 202 cases

KT News Desk

GANDERBAL, FEBRUARY 05:
In a significant push towards
youth empowerment and en-
trepreneurship, a meeting of the
District Level Implementation
Committee (DLIC) of Mission
YUVA was held Thursday at
Ganderbal under the chairman-
ship of Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Ganderbal, Jatin Kishore.

At the outset, the Additional
District Development
Commissioner apprised the

chair about the progress
achieved in processing of appli-
cations at various stages under
Mission YUVA in the district.

While reviewing the prog-

ress of the scheme, the DC
highlighted the pivotal
of Mission YUVA in fostering

role

entrepreneurship,  enhancing
skills, and creating employment
opportunities for young aspi-
rants in the district.

He directed the concerned
department to  dispose-off
cases timely and stressed that
there should be no penden-
cies. He also directed the Lead
District Manager (LDM) to im-
mediately process all loan cases
currently under process to en-
sure timely financial support to
beneficiaries.

The DC called for wide

publicity and promotion of the
posts of External Trainers under
the scheme. He further stressed
the need for early finalization of
mentors under Mission YUVA.

During the meeting, the com-
mittee examined cases related
to the establishment of nano-
enterprises under the Mission
YUVA scheme. After detailed
scrutiny, 202 fresh cases were
unanimously approved, aimed
at promoting self-employment
and ensuring sustainable liveli-
hoods for local youth.

MAHA SHIVRATRI FESTIVAL

Ensure comprehensive
arrangements: Div
Com Kashmir

KT News Desk

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY  05:
In view of the forthcom-
ing festival of Maha Shivratri
being celebrated by local
Hindu Community, Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir
Anshul Garg on Thursday con-
vened a meeting of Deputy
Commissioners and Heads of
Departments to review and
finalize comprehensive ar-
rangements at major temples
and transit camps across the
Kashmir Division for the fa-
cilitation of the local minority
community.

The meeting, as per an of-
ficial statement, was attended
by Deputy Commissioners,
Senior Superintendents
of Police, the Relief and
Rehabilitation Commissioner,
religious leaders and offi-
cers from all concerned civil
departments.

Maha  Shivratri, locally
known as Herath, is an im-
portant religious festival for
Kashmiri Pandits and will be
celebrated on February 15.

Addressing the meeting,
the Div Com directed all the
officers to ensure detailed ar-
rangements at the major con-
gregational places and transit
camps across the division.

He emphasized the avail-
ability of essential items in-
cluding walnuts, nadru, fish,
marigold flowers, and other
festival-related requirements
for the community. The Food
Safety Department was in-
structed to conduct intensive
market-checking drives to en-
sure the quality and safety of
edible goods.

The Div Com laid special
focus on arrangements at
the Shankaracharya Temple,
where over 25,000 devotees
are expected to perform reli-
gious rituals. He directed de-
partments to ensure uninter-
rupted power supply, adequate
water storage, proper sanita-
tion, replacement of defunct
streetlights, decoration of ap-
proach roads, deployment of
volunteers, floral decorations
at designated locations, and
deputation of magistrates.

Besides, he wurged con-
cerned for making adequate
transport arrangements, in-
cluding deployment of suffi-
cient buses, to facilitate ferry-
ing of devotees to the temple.

Meanwhile, SSPs were in-
structed to ensure foolproof
security arrangements at all
identified venues to ensure
smooth and peaceful conduct
of the festival.

DC Kulgam reviews arrangements
for Maha Shivratri celebrations

KT News Desk

KULGAM, FEBRUARY  05:
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Kulgam, Athar Aamir Khan,
Thursday convened a meeting
of officers to finalize arrange-
ments for the forthcoming
Mahashivratri celebrations in
the district.

During the meeting, the DC
reviewed the preparedness
of various departments and
issued necessary directions
to ensure smooth and hassle-
free celebrations.

He directed the concerned
departments to ensure unin-
terrupted power and water
supply and adequate avail-
ability of rations at Vessu
Migrant Colony, Manzgam,
Kulgam, Chawalgam, and
other habitations of the
Pandit community across the
district.

The Assistant Director
Fisheries was instructed to
ensure availability of trout
fish by establishing sale
outlets at various desig-
nated locations. Concerned

departments were directed to
maintain adequate stocks of
vegetables and walnuts, while
the Chief Medical Officer was
asked to make proper medi-
cal arrangements, including
deployment of medical teams
and availability of ambulanc-
es at all key locations.

Executive Officers were
directed to ensure proper
sanitation and cleanliness at
all temples and surrounding
areas.

The DC further instructed
all officers to coordinate
closely and ensure compre-
hensive arrangements at all
identified locations for the
convenience of devotees.

DC Budgam inaugurates 3-day ‘Naqsh-e-Meeras’ heritage workshop at NIFT

KT News Desk

BUDGAM, FEBRUARY 05: District
Administration Budgam Thursday
inaugurated a three-day cultural
and heritage workshop titled
“Nagsh-e-Meeras”, aimed at pro-
moting, preserving and reviving
the rich and diverse traditional
art and craft heritage of Jammu &
Kashmir.

The workshop is being organ-
ised from 5th to 7th February,
2026 at the National Institute
of Fashion Technology (NIFT),
Budgam.

The programme was formal-
ly inaugurated by the Deputy
Commissioner Budgam, Dr. Bilal
Mohi-ud-Din Bhat, along with
distinguished guests from the
Indira Gandhi National Centre
for the Arts (IGNCA), in the pres-
ence of senior district officers,
artisans, students, Self Help
Groups and members of the lo-
cal community.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Deputy Commissioner said
that Nagsh-e-Meeras is a sig-
nificant initiative of the District

Administration to reconnect the
younger generation with the
rich legacy of Kashmir’s hand-
crafted traditions, while also
providing a strong platform for
local artisans to showcase their
skills, products and creativity.

The DC emphasized that such
heritage-based programmes are
vital for preserving traditional
knowledge systems that have
been passed down through
generations. He stated that
Kashmir’s handicrafts are not
just economic activities but are
an important part of the region’s
cultural identity, history and
collective memory.

“We want our local art and
crafts to flourish in a sustain-
able manner so that our younger
generations understand the true
value of handcrafted products
and can clearly differentiate
between machine-made and
hand-made items. This under-
standing will help in preserving
authenticity, quality and cultur-
al heritage,” the DC said.

He further added that such
seminars and workshops play

a crucial role in boosting the
morale of local artisans, crafts-
men and children by giving
them recognition, exposure and
confidence.

“These platforms not only
provide visibility to our artisans
but also generate awareness
among the masses to adopt and

promote local products. This is
fully aligned with the spirit of
Vocal for Local, where people
are encouraged to support in-
digenous crafts and local econo-
mies,” he said.

The DC also highlighted that
showcasing traditional tech-
niques and live demonstrations

can significantly enhance the
financial stability of artisans by
opening new market avenues,
increasing demand for authen-
tic handmade products and
creating sustainable livelihood
opportunities.

By demonstrating old and
traditional crafts in a modern,
organised setting, we are creat-
ing linkages between heritage
and contemporary markets. This
will ultimately strengthen the
economic position of our arti-
sans and contribute to overall
economic growth of the district
and the region,” he added.

The DC stressed that the
District Administration will con-
tinue to support such initiatives
in collaboration with reputed
national institutions to ensure
that local craftsmanship receives
the recognition, protection and
promotion it truly deserves.
He reiterated that District ad-
ministration is committed to
continue organising such her-
itage-focused programmes to
promote cultural preservation,
artisan empowerment, youth

engagement and sustainable
economic development across
the district.

The event witnessed the
presence of several senior dis-
trict officers including GM DIC
Budgam Zahid Rashid, SDM
Beerwah Taufeeq Gazi, Chief
Planning Officer Budgam Javaid
Ahmad Najar, CEO Municipal
Council Budgam Bilal Ahmad,
CEO Budgam Rifat Irfan, District
Information Officer Budgam
I[ram Khan, EO Municipal
Committee Beerwah Zamir Lone,
besides other senior officers of
the district administration.

Large participation was also
recorded from students of vari-
ous schools and colleges, local
youth, traditional artisans, Self
Help Groups (SHGs), craftsper-
sons and members of the gen-
eral public, reflecting strong
community engagement and in-
terest in heritage preservation.

On the first day of the work-
shop, various competitions
were organised including cal-
ligraphy, painting and sketching,
aimed at nurturing creativity

among students and young art-
ists. Multiple stalls were set up
showcasing a wide range of
traditional crafts such as Paper
Machie, Kani weaving, Sozni
embroidery, cooper making,
Kangri making, wood carving
and other indigenous art forms.

An exclusive art gallery was
also displayed featuring iconic
paintings depicting old Jammu
& Kashmir, offering visitors a
glimpse into the region’s his-
torical, cultural and artistic
evolution.

Traditional activities such as
yarn weaving and other heritage
processes were also demon-
strated live, giving participants a
hands-on understanding of age-
old techniques.

The workshop is being organ-
ised by District Administration
Budgam in collaboration with
the Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) and
the National Institute of Fashion
Technology (NIFT), Budgam, en-
suring expert guidance, techni-
cal support and national-level
exposure for local talen
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HM Amit Shah arrives

the borders,” the official added.

“Later in the day, the Union Home Minister
will chair a Jammu & Kashmir Security Review
Meeting at Lok Bhavan, Jammu, at 2:30 PM, to
take stock of the prevailing security situation
and ongoing measures to maintain peace and
stability in the region,” the official said, add-
ing, “At 3:00 PM, the Union Home Minister will
interact with the families of martyrs and par-
ticipate in a compassionate appointment pro-
gramme at Lok Bhavan, reaffirming the govern-
ment’s commitment to supporting the families
of those who have laid down their lives in the
service of the nation.”

He said, “On February 7, the Union Home
Minister will chair a meeting on the develop-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir at 10:30 AM at
Lok Bhavan, Jammu, to review progress on key
development initiatives and future plans for the
Union Territory. He will leave for New Delhi on
Saturday afternoon.”

Referring to the Jammu visit of the Union
Home Minister, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
told the Legislative Assembly that he would
raise the issue of reopening tourist destinations
closed after the Pahalgam terror attack with
Shah. “Several tourist locations in Kashmir have
remained shut. The issue will be taken up with
the Home Minister,” he said.

Leader of Opposition Sunil Sharma welcomed
Shah’s visit and said the scheduled security
review would accelerate development in the
Union Territory. “There will be a review of de-
velopment-related schemes run by the Central
Government. This will accelerate the pace of
development and boost the morale of security
forces,” he said.

Tanvir Sadiq, Chief Spokesperson of the
Jammu and Kashmir National Conference, said
the visit “brings a ray of hope” and called for res-
toration of statehood and action against attacks
on Kashmiris outside the Union Territory.

PDP MLA Waheed Para said that Shah’s visit
should be used to promote development and
address concerns of youth. He called for mea-
sures on employment, dignity, and political
outreach to restore confidence among young
people in the region.

It may be recalled that during his previous
visit to the Union Territory, HM Shah had simi-
larly combined security consultations with ad-
ministrative and development reviews, meeting
local leadership and senior security command-
ers to assess operational priorities and progress
on central projects. (KNO)

Entire world respects

pride in the youth and weave India into a
tapestry of unity. “I believe that after enduring
a long journey of struggle, we have arrived at
a momentous juncture where India must once
again guide the world.”

“I am confident that the strength of unity
and its spirit will elevate India to the status of
a developed nation by 2047, enabling us to re-
claim our ancient glory and rightful place in the
world,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The ceremony was also graced by Governor
of Bihar, Arif Mohammed Khan; Chief Minister
of Uttarakhand, Pushkar Singh Dhami; Chief
Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Dr Mohan Yadav;
saints, spiritual leaders, heads of religious organ-
isations and followers of Swami Satyamitranand
Giri Ji Maharaj. (KNO)

Omar: Will raise

tourist spaces will be taken up with the Home
Minister, who is visiting Jammu and Kashmir,”
he said.

He further said that the registration process
in the tourism sector is cumbersome and needs
to be revised.

“We agree that the registration process is
cumbersome. We have not reviewed the rules
and procedures since 1978. We are working on
it,” he said.

The CM explained that linking the registra-
tion of tourism units with the Public Service
Guarantee Act-a law that ensures the delivery of
government services in a time-bound manner-
does not prevent corruption.

He added that the Government is contem-
plating simplifying the registration process
either through self-declaration or deemed ap-
proval. (KNO)

CMreaffirms push

and future, but also reminded members that
the address alone does not constitute the entire
business of the budget session.

“The budget has to be presented. There are
many things to be discussed in the budget. After
that, there will be grants,” the Chief Minister
said, underlining that several occasions would
arise during the session where the government
would present its agenda before the people.

CM Omar Abdullah observed that Governor’s
or President’s address is scheduled at first ses-
sion each year and are not meant to be repeat-
ed again. He said the government deliberately
avoided reiterating points already mentioned
in the previous two LG addresses to prevent the
opposition from accusing it of offering nothing
new.

However, he reiterated that the Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference government re-
mains firmly committed to the promises made
to the people, including the restoration of
Jammu and Kashmir's special status.

“They have less to say on the LG's address
and more to say on the National Conference
Manifesto,” he remarked, adding in a lighter
vein that the manifesto has become the central
focus of the opposition’s attacks.

He stated that no government fulfils all
promises in the first year, as the foundation and
preparation take time. Drawing comparisons,
he pointed to long-pending promises made by
previous governments, including commitments
to address water scarcity in Kishtwar through
a tunnel project that has remained unfulfilled
even after 12 years.

Turning to the promise of 200 units of free
electricity, the Chief Minister said the govern-
ment is deeply conscious of its credibility and
has already initiated implementation in the
current financial year. He explained that the
government has begun rolling out the benefit
through the PM Suryaghar Muft Bijli Yojana,

ensuring that the promise is met through avail-
able means.

“I'had never said that [ will start new projects.
[ said that T will provide you with electricity.
Now, there are many ways to provide electric-
ity,” he stated, adding that the scheme has been
started for AAY households and will be expand-
ed to other categories as financial conditions
improve.

The Chief Minister said that every year, prog-
ress will be made on manifesto commitments,
and continuous discussion will ensure that the
government remains accountable.

On the issue of statehood, CM Omar Abdullah
reminded the House that the biggest prom-
ise made to the people by the opposition was
the restoration of statehood to Jammu and
Kashmir. He questioned why it has not yet been
delivered despite repeated assurances during
Parliamentary and Assembly elections.

He strongly condemned remarks suggesting
separation of Jammu from Kashmir and state-
ments reflecting mistrust. Calling such rhetoric
deeply unfortunate, he said the common people
of Kashmir are not against peace or the nation
and have repeatedly shown courage and solidar-
ity, including during incidents such as Pahalgam
where locals came forward and even sacrificed
their lives to save tourists.

Referring to the sacrifices of Jammu and
Kashmir Police personnel since 1947, he recalled
the historic slogan raised in Kashmir:

“Hoshyar Khabardar, Hum Kashmiri hai
Tayyaar.”

The Chief Minister cautioned against divi-
sive politics and urged members to reflect on
the consequences, pointing to the situation in
Ladakh. He also questioned the logic of linking
statehood to complete cessation of violence,
asking who bears responsibility for recent in-
cidents of militancy, bomb blasts and attack on
tourists.

He recalled that in 2019 it was claimed that
removing Article 370 would end separatism,
militancy, corruption and other issues, yet en-
counters, crackdowns and militancy persist
even in 2026.

Speaking on Jammu-related concerns, CM
Omar Abdullah said discrimination narratives
are often raised when there is nothing else to
present before the people. He described the
cancellation of the Darbar Move as the biggest
betrayal of Jammu in recent years, which his
government has corrected.

He reiterated his government's consistent
approach of balancing development between
Jammu and Kashmir, citing establishment of
universities, agricultural universities and cen-
tral institutions. He recalled requesting former
Prime Minister Late Dr. Manmohan Singh to
provide two central universities to avoid region-
al conflict, which was accepted.

He expressed disappointment that promised
projects like the IIT branch campus remain only
on paper, and criticised past decisions such as
the closure of a medical college allegedly due to
communal considerations.

On the demand for a National Law University,
he cautioned that admissions are merit-based,
and urged that institutions should not be politi-
cised or shut down due to prejudice.

The Chief Minister proposed that the closed
medical college be granted minority status
so that the investment of around Rs 300 crore
is not wasted and doctors can continue to be
produced for all regions including Kishtwar,
Doda, Kathua, Srinagar, Kupwara, Baramulla,
Ganderbal and beyond.

“Doctors do not treat the world of religion,”
he said, urging members to revive the institu-
tion for the benefit of Jammu and Kashmir.

Highlighting governance challenges un-
der the UT with Assembly model, CM Omar
Abdullah described it as extremely difficult
to function when authority is constrained. He
questioned who devised such a system and
called for its abolition, saying either UTs should
not have Assemblies or such regions should be
granted full statehood.

He cited administrative disruptions, includ-
ing the transfer of the Finance Secretary just
days before the budget preparation, calling it
unprecedented. He also raised concern over the
Resident Commissioner post being assigned ad-
ditional burdens, affecting effective liaison with
the Government of India.

The Chief Minister expressed satisfaction that
business rules are expected to be finalised soon,
which will reduce confusion and allow smooth-
er governance.

On reservations issue, CM Omar Abdullah
noted that the issue gained prominence only
after the National Conference included it in
its manifesto. He said his government fulfilled
its commitment within six months through a
Cabinet Sub-Committee led by Minister Sakina
[too, submission of the report, preparation
of a Cabinet Note, approval by the Council of
Ministers and forwarding to the Lieutenant
Governor, who has now referred it to the Home
Ministry.

He urged those protesting to take their de-
mands directly to the Union Home Minister,
noting that if J&K were a state, such matters
would not require central referral.

Regarding pre-budget consultations, the Chief
Minister asserted that across all 90 constituen-
cies, work has been initiated based on MLA pri-
orities. He invited any member who feels other-
wise to approach him personally, promising to
provide lists of works undertaken.

Rejecting allegations of silence, CM Omar
Abdullah said neither he nor his government
has remained silent on issues affecting the emo-
tions of the people, including prisoners lodged
outside, harassment of journalists, and demo-
cratic concerns.

He criticised intimidation of journalists, stat-
ing that democracy cannot survive if the press is
harassed. He also questioned unnecessary sur-
veys of mosque imams and the summoning of
reporters for raising civic issues like snow clear-
ance delays.

The Chief Minister said he has raised concerns
about Kashmiris being silenced or targeted
in other parts of the country, including at the
North Zone Chief Ministers’ Conference, urging
that such actions increase distances rather than
building unity. He said he would reiterate these
concerns in his meeting with the Union Home
Minister later tonight.

Drawing contrasts with opposition lead-
ers, he recalled instances when they failed to
speak during sensitive moments such as the
2008 Amarnath land row and the 2016 unrest,
remarking that sometimes silence would have
been better than insensitive statements.

The Chief Minister also raised concern over
reports regarding an Indo-US trade deal, par-
ticularly the possibility of zero percent duty on
agricultural imports from America. Expressing
deep anxiety for apple growers in Rafiabad,
Baramulla, Sopore, Shopian, Wachi and other
apple-producing belts, he sought assurance that
local agriculture will be protected.

Concluding, CM Omar Abdullah stressed that
integration cannot be achieved through speech-
es, schemes, arrests or PSA alone. True integra-
tion, he said, can only come through winning
hearts.

“Integration will only be done by winning
hearts,” he asserted, adding that the dream of
integration belongs to all.

Hopeful Business

of India. We will play our role. Those who
expressed concern here should also play their
role,” he said.

He said that the government has fulfilled
the promise made to the people regarding
reservation.

“We have done whatever was possible. We
fulfilled our promise. We assured the people
that the cabinet subcommittee report on reser-
vation would be completed within six months.
The subcommittee, headed by Sakina Itoo Ji,
completed its report within the timeframe. The
report was sent to the government, which ex-
amined it. After examination, the government
prepared a cabinet memorandum. The Council
of Ministers discussed and approved it, and then
sent it to the Lieutenant Governor. The LG has
forwarded it to the Home Ministry for further
reference,” he said.

He added that nobody was talking about res-
ervation until the National Conference incorpo-
rated it into its manifesto.

“Many members expressed concern over
reservation. Nobody was talking about it until
the National Conference included it in its mani-
festo. Their tongues were tied on the issue of
reservation. I remember during the Parliament
elections, PDP members were told not to speak
about reservation because their President was
contesting from Rajouri and Poonch and wanted
votes there,” he said.

The cabinet has recommended a 10 percent
increase in the open category by reducing 10
percent overall, including a proposed reduction
of seven percent in the Economically Weaker
Sections quota. (KNO)

Amit Shah launches

He clarified misconceptions about govern-
ment involvement in the taxi sector, stating that
the government is not entering the business
but facilitating cooperation (Sahakar), which is
about collective ownership and empowerment.

Shah described Sahakar Taxi as possibly the
world’s first cooperative taxi company where
the real owners are the drivers (Sarathis). Unlike
traditional models, where earnings go to com-
panies or external owners, in Sahakar Taxi, the
drivers themselves are the owners. This model
is expected to significantly improve the eco-
nomic conditions, self-confidence, and dignity
of taxi drivers. He drew parallels with success-
ful cooperative ventures like Amul, which began
with just 11 milk producers and now supports
over 36 lakh women livestock-rearers earning
over 125,000 crore annually, some earning up
to 1 crore a year. The success of such models
demonstrates that ordinary people, when made
owners, can achieve remarkable progress.

The Home Minister urged drivers to under-
stand that while they will continue driving tax-
is, their earnings will now directly benefit them,
as the cooperative model ensures profits go into
their own accounts. He explained that the co-
operative structure pools small capital contribu-
tions—starting with as little as  500—forming
the foundation for economic independence.
Governance will involve elected representatives
from among the drivers, who will sit on the
board and make decisions, ensuring ownership
rights.

Bharat Taxi integrates various vehicle types—
four-wheelers, three-wheelers, and two-wheel-
ers—and prioritizes women’s safety through the
‘Sarathi Didi’ initiative. Under this, women driv-
ers (Didis) will operate two-wheelers to pick up
women customers, promoting safe, affordable,
and dignified travel for women, contributing to
their safety and empowerment.

The service has already signed MoUs with
nine major institutions, including Delhi Traffic
Police, Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC),
Airport Authority of India (AAI), IFFCO Tokio
Insurance, State Bank of India, and Paytm,
among others. These partnerships will enhance
operational efficiency, digital integration, safety,
and customer convenience. For example, Bharat
Taxi will operate 34 prepaid taxi booths at 21
locations in Delhi, with real-time ride monitor-
ing, SOS alerts, and emergency response mecha-
nisms. It will also be integrated with DigiLocker,
UMANG, and API Setu to enable paperless on-
boarding and cashless payments, making opera-
tions seamless for drivers and passengers.

Airport collaborations will facilitate last-mile
connectivity at major terminals, with Bharat
Taxi services permitted at IGI Airport, offering
discounts and regulated operations. Insurance
coverage of 5 lakh for drivers will be provided
by IFFCO Tokio, and digital payment integration
will be supported by Paytm, strengthening the
fintech ecosystem for drivers. The partnership
with GMR will further expand Bharat Taxi’s air-
port mobility services.

Financial support is also a key element. Under
the partnership with SBI, priority loans will
be available for eligible driver-owners under
schemes like Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana, fa-
cilitating easier access to capital. This financial
backing aims to promote driver ownership, eco-
nomic growth, and social security.

Union Minister Shah emphasized that Bharat
Taxi embodies the principles of ownership, se-
curity, dignity, and equitable distribution of
profits, with the model designed to benefit driv-
ers directly. Since its establishment on June 6,
2025, Bharat Taxi has seen rapid growth, with

over 2.5 lakh drivers and 8.5 lakh passengers in
Delhi-NCR alone, surpassing other taxi services
in registration and reach.

The launch was marked by a rally of 100 cars
from Indira Gandhi International Airport to
Vigyan Bhawan, symbolizing unity and collec-
tive strength of India’s taxi community. During
the event, top-performing driver partners were
felicitated, receiving accident and health insur-
ance coverage, underscoring Bharat Taxi's com-
mitment to driver welfare.

Shah expressed confidence that Bharat Taxi
would be a transformative model for the co-
operative sector, expanding into new sectors
and empowering unorganized workers across
India. The initiative aims to foster self-reliance,
dignity, and prosperity for millions of drivers,
aligning with Prime Minister Modi’s vision of
inclusive growth and cooperative development.

J&K Govt to table

for examination,” she said.

The Minister further said that 49276 cases of
drug abuse have been reported in Jammu and
Kashmir since 2022.

She said 16759 such patients have been reg-
istered in Kashmir and 32517 in Jammu. (KNO)

23,000 jobs outsourced

and accountability, besides improvement
in efficiency in delivery of services and mini-
mizing public spending. Further, manpower
strength can be adjusted as per work load,
project duration and seasonal or scheme-based
requirements.”

He added that for selection of outsourcing
agencies, the departments follow the proce-
dures as laid down in GFR-2017 and manual
for procurement of consultancy and other ser-
vices and the important provisions of the RFP
(Request for Proposal) have been laid down in
the manual for procurement of consultancy and
other services and the departments are required
to follow the same.

“The jobs are outsourced in terms of
CSS guidelines or to MoUs executed by the
Departments. Besides, outsourced manpower
complements the workload of the Government
in lesser important assignments, rather than
replacing the existing sanctioned strength of
Government staff,” he added.

As per the details, over 16000 jobs were out-
sourced to different companies while over 6,000
to Government Medicals colleges and hospitals
in Jammu and Kashmir. (KNO)

J&K Assembly passes

Mir Saifullah, while speaking on Motion,
highlighted various achievements of the
Government.

Legislator, Rajiv Jasrotia in his speech raised
various issues of public importance. He also
raised issue of daily wagers and compensation
to the families of flood victims, besides fund al-
location to the Legislators.

Participating in the debate, Legislator, Sajjad
Gani Lone raised issues concerning the youth.
He spoke about wide range of issues including
reservation and unemployment, saying that
youth of J&K are suffering due to unemploy-
ment and reservation.

Speaking on the Motion of Thanks, Legislator,
Nazir Ahmad khan( Gurezi) highlighted various
initiatives of government which led to develop-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir. He remarked that
people of Jammu and Kashmir have given lot
of sacrifices for the sake and sovereignty of the
country.

Legislator, Shabir Ahmad Kullay in his ad-
dress, urged the government to allocate more
funds to horticulture sector in budget. He also
asked for snow clearance from the roads in
higher region of his constituency.

While participating in the debate, Legislator,
Pawan kumar Gupta raised the issues of unem-
ployment and timely filling up of vacant post in
government departments. He urged the govern-
ment to set up two skill development centres
besides revising the minimum wages of the
daily wagers and contractual employees.

Speaking in support of Motion, Legislator
Tanvir Sadiq said that the present government
has amplified the developmental activities
across Jammu and Kashmir, including in his
constituency. He also appreciated the govern-
ment for restoration of Darbar Move, adding
that this step has boosted economic activities in
Jammu city. He asserted that no discrimination
was made in allocation of funds provided to the
Legislators.

Participating in the debate, Legislator, Tariq
Hamed Karra urged the government for ratio-
nalisation of reservation for the benefit of youth.

Legislator, Khurshed Ahmed Sheikh raised
the issue of cabinet expansion. He also high-
lighted the long pending demand for compas-
sionate appointments, urging the government
to take concrete steps to provide relief to the
deserving families.

Legislators Balwant Singh Mankotia and Sajad
Gani Lone had moved amendments on the
Motion of Thanks. The amendments were put
to voting and both amendments were defeated
through voice vote.

Legislator Muhammad Yousuf Rather
(Tarigami) withdrew the amendment after as-
surance by the Chief Minister.

Later, the Motion was adopted through voice
vote.

Centre signs tripartite

of Nagaland viz. Tuensang, Mon, Kiphire,
Longleng, Noklak and Shamator, and devolution
of powers in respect of 46 Subjects to the FNTA.

On this occasion, Union Home Minister said,
“Today is a very significant day for a dispute-
free North East. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has envisioned a North East that is free from
insurgency, violence, disputes, and developed.
Today, we have taken one more step forward in
realizing that vision. Eleven years ago, several
armed groups and disputes in the North East
were pushing the region towards fragmenta-
tion and disturbing its peace. At the same time,
many inter-state disputes were disrupting the
peace of the states.”

Shah said that the government led by PM
Modi is committed to finding solutions to ev-
ery dispute. He said that since 2019, the Modi
government has signed 12 important agree-
ments in the North East. He stated that previous

governments only signed agreements, but Modi
government implements them in letter and
spirit. The Home Minister said that he wants
to assure the representatives of ENPO that the
Government of India will assist in the develop-
ment of Eastern Nagaland and also will shoul-
der its responsibility. Shah added that every
year a fixed amount will be decided, and the
Ministry of Home Affairs of the Government of
India will also provide the initial expenditure for
establishment.

Amit Shah said that in 2021-22, he had told
the representatives of ENPO that the govern-
ment led by PM Modi is committed to finding a
solution to every dispute. He had assured them
to keep faith and participate in the democratic
process, and they would definitely receive both
fair justice and due respect. The Home Minister
said that today he is feeling immense joy be-
cause, after the officers of the Ministry of Home
Affairs worked for a long time as a bridge be-
tween ENPO and the Government of Nagaland,
today we have been able to resolve this dispute.

The Home Minister said that we all are very
well aware of the ENPO region and its strategic
importance. Ever since the creation of Nagaland,
the citizens of Eastern Nagaland have continu-
ously felt in their hearts that they were not
receiving justice. Shah said that he had spoken
with the Chief Minister of Nagaland, Neiphiu
Rio, and Rio had very happily stated that he
would listen to all the demands of ENPO with
an open heart, discuss them, and also accept
them. Expressing his gratitude to Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio, the Home Minister said that the
Government of Nagaland, Rio’s cabinet col-
leagues, and both Members of Parliament from
the state had, with great magnanimity, taken
this negotiation to its logical conclusion.

Amit Shah said that today a very long-stand-
ing dispute has reached a happy conclusion.
Extending congratulations to all the people of
Eastern Nagaland, all the struggling organiza-
tions of ENPO, the Chief Minister of Nagaland,
his cabinet, and the Members of Parliament, he
said that today we have taken one more step
forward in the direction of ending all disputes
in Nagaland. He stated that now there will be no
obstacle in the path of development of Eastern
Nagaland. Home Minister said that the agree-
ment reflects our government’s commitment to
resolving all contentious issues to fulfill genuine
aspirations of the people. He said that both the
Government of India and the Government of
Nagaland will jointly take forward the develop-
ment of Eastern Nagaland.

The agreement provides, inter-alia, for mini-
Secretariat for FNTA, headed by Additional Chief
Secretary/Principal Secretary, Sharing of devel-
opment Outlay for the Eastern Nagaland region
proportional to population and area. However,
this agreement does not affect in any manner
whatsoever, the provisions of Article 371(A) of
Constitution of India.

This unique arrangement envisages overall
development of Eastern Nagaland through fi-
nancial autonomy, enhanced decision-making
leading to accelerated infrastructure develop-
ment, economic empowerment and optimum
resource utilization.

The Agreement depicts the Government of
India’s commitment to resolve all contentious
issues through dialogue to meet genuine aspira-
tions of the people of North East and proves ba-
sic tenet of the democracy that solutions could
only be achieve through negotiations based on
mutual respect and dialogue instead of violence
and armed conflict.

Deputy Chief Minister of Nagaland Yanthungo
Patton, his cabinet colleagues and other digni-
taries, senior officers from the Union Ministry
of Home Affairs and Government of Nagaland
were also present.

Powerdemandin

J&K’s electricity requirement stood at 19,639
million units (MU) in 2022-23, of which 19,322
MU was supplied.

In 2023-24, the requirement increased to
20,040 MU, with 19,763 MU supplied. During
2024-25, the demand further rose to 20,374
MU, while supply remained close at 20,283 MU.

For the current financial year 2025-26 (up to
December 2025), J&K recorded an electricity re-
quirement of 14,874 MU, against which 14,862
MU was supplied, indicating a marginal gap.

The Ministry said that minor gaps between
demand and supply are generally due to trans-
mission and distribution constraints and have
not impacted economic or industrial growth in
the Union Territory. (KNO)

Bill on drug abuse

introduced in the House during the ongoing
session.

Sakina made the disclosure after NC MLA
Tanvir Sadiq highlighted that he had earlier in-
troduced a bill on drug abuse, making it com-
pulsory to teach the ill effects of drug addiction
in schools.

Tanvir said that he had withdrawn the bill on
the assurance of the government.

The Minister said that the government is also
in the process of finalising drug de-addiction
rules.

“We have framed the drug de-addiction rules
and have sent them to the Law Department for
examination,” she said.

The Minister further said that 49276 cases of
drug abuse have been reported in Jammu and
Kashmir since 2022.

She said 16759 such patients have been reg-
istered in Kashmir and 32517 in Jammu. (KNO)

‘Govt examining

a question raised by MLA Banihal-Gool in the
Legislative Assembly.

He informed that the proposal under consider-
ation includes areas such as Godagali, Nathatop,
Daggan Top, Neel Top, Mahoo, Sarvadhar (Pogal
Paristan), Sargali Pogal, Chanderkote, and Bhatni
Village.

The Chief Minister further stated that devel-
opmental works have already been taken up in
the Banihal-Gool constituency, keeping in view
the feasibility reports prepared for the region.

“For the financial year 2025-26, an amount
of Rs. 117.27 lakh has been allocated under the
Capex Budget for the development of tourism
infrastructure in Banihal-Gool constituency,” he
added.
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World confident of stability after India’s
trade deals Wlth EU, US: PM Modi

PTI

New Delhi, Feb 05: Prime

Narendra Modi on Thursday said
in the Rajya Sabha that the world is
feeling more confident of stability
after India's trade deals with the EU

and the US.

Replying to a discussion on the
Motion of Thanks to the Presi-
dent's Address, Modi said India
does not have to either look back
or stop, but only move forward to
achieve the goal of Viksit Bharat.

"India is signing future-ready

trade deals with several

In the last few days, we have

signed trade deals with

nations, including the 'mother of

Minister

nations.

nine big

all deals' with the 27-nation bloc

of the European Union," he said.
He said the Opposition will

i

have to one day reply to what they
did to the nation in the past and

added that lot of his energy was
spent in rectifying the mistakes

of the Congress-led governments.

"When the trade deal with the
European Union took place, the
world became more confident of
stability. After the trade deal with
the US, the world has still more
confidence... It is a good sign for
the world," Modi said.

He said the President of India
has expressed confidence in India's
bright future in her address to the
joint sitting of Parliament.

Earlier, the PM started his
speech amid sloganeering by the
Opposition. Modi also took a dig
at the Leader of Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha and Congress Pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge and
suggested that he can keep rais-
ing slogans while sitting.

The Opposition later staged a
walkout.

SC agrees to hear PIL against poll
freebies promises by political parties

PTI

New Delhi, Feb 05:
The Supreme Court on
Thursday agreed to list
for hearing in March a
PIL seeking direction
to seize the symbol or
deregister a political
party that promises or
distributes “irrational
freebies” before polls.

Lawyer-petitioner
Ashwini Updhyaya told
a bench comprising
Chief Justice Surya Kant
and Justice Joymalya
Bagchi that the notices
on his PIL were issued
to the Centre and the
Election Commission in
2022 itself, and urged it
to list the matter soon.

“Except Sun and
Moon, everything is
promised by political
parties to voters dur-
ing elections and this
amounts to corrupt
practice,” the lawyer
said.

“This is an important
issue. You please remind
us and mention it at
the end. We will list in
March,” the CJI said.

On January 25, 2022,
a bench headed by the
then Chief Justice N V
Ramana had sought
replies from the Cen-
tre and the Election
Commission on the
PIL seeking direction
to seize the symbol or
deregister a political
party that promises or
distributes “irrational
freebies” before polls.

The bench had termed
it a “serious issue” and
said sometimes “freebie
budget is going beyond
regular budget”.

The plea urged the
court to declare that

the promise of "irra-
tional freebies" from
public funds before
elections unduly
influences the voters,
disturbs the level-play-
ing field and vitiates
the purity of the poll
process.

The petition filed
through advocate
Ashwani Kumar Dubey
has, as an alternative,
sought a direction to the
Centre to enact a law in
this regard.

“Petitioner submits
that recent trend of
political parties to
influence voters by
offering freebies with
an eye on elections is
not only the greatest
threat to the survival of
democratic values but
also injures the spirit of
the Constitution,” said
the plea.

“This unethical prac-
tice is just like giving
bribes to the elector-
ate at the cost of the

exchequer to stay in
power and must be
avoided to preserve
democratic principles
and practices,” it said.

The petition has also
sought a direction to
the ECI to insert an
additional condition in
the relevant paragraphs
of the Election Sym-
bols (Reservation and
Allotment) Order 1968,
which deals with con-
ditions for recognition
as a state party, that a
"political party shall
not promise/distribute
irrational freebies from
the public fund before
the election”.

The petitioner has
urged the apex court to
declare that the promise
or distribution of pri-
vate goods or services,
which are not for public
purposes, from public
funds before the elec-
tions, violates several
articles of the Constitu-
tion, including Article 14

(equality before law).

The plea has referred
to the promises being
made by certain politi-
cal parties ahead of the
Assembly poll in some
states.

The fulcrum of
democracy is the elec-
toral process, and the
distribution of mon-
ey and the promise of
freebies have reached
alarming levels with
elections being coun-
termanded several
times, it said.

“Petitioner sub-
mits that arbitrary
promises of irration-
al freebies violate the
ECI's mandate for free
and fair elections and
distributing private
goods-services, which
are not for public pur-
poses, from public funds
clearly violate Articles
14, 162, 266(3) and 282
of the Constitution,” it
said.

‘Parkinson's treatment may be more effective
if targeting cognition-action network in brain’

PTI

New Delhi, Feb 05: A
study has suggested that
treatments for Parkinson's
disease could potentially
be doubly efficacious by
targeting a brain network
linking cognition and ac-
tion, rather than brain
regions responsible for
movements.

Parkinson's disease is a
neurodegenerative condi-
tion affecting movements,
sleep, motivation and
thought processes. Com-
mon symptoms include
tremors, stiffness and
walking difficulties.

Researchers, led by
those from China's Peking
University and Washing-
ton University in St. Louis
in the US, analysed data
gathered from 863 people
with Parkinson's disease
receiving treatments
shown in previous stud-
ies to improve symptoms,
including deep brain stim-
ulation and medication.

Deep brain stimulation
involves sending electrical
signals to a specific brain
area via surgically implant-
ed electrodes. Findings

India-US trade
deal in final stages
of detailing:
!ﬁlishankar

New Delhi, Feb 05: The historic India-US
trade deal is in the final stages of de-
tailing that will be completed "very
soon”, External Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar said on Thursday after holding
wide-ranging talks with US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio.

Jaishankar, describing his visit to Wash-
ington DC as "productive” and "positive",
said the bilateral trade deal will open up
a "new phase" in the ties.

"The historic India-US trade deal is in
the final stages of detailing that will be
completed very soon. It opens up a new
phase in our bilateral ties, with vast pos-
sibilities for the relationship," he said on
social media.

India's Asiatic lion
population jumped from
674 to 891 in 5 years:
Govt in RS

PTI

New Delhi, Feb 05: The population of
Asiatic lion in the country has increased
from 674 in 2020 to 891 in 2025, the Ra-
jya Sabha was informed on Thursday.

The information was shared by Union
Minister of State for Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, Kirti Vardhan Singh
in response to a written question.

"The population of Asiatic lion in the
country has increased from 674 in 2020
to 891 in 2025. As per the information
received from the state of Gujarat, lion
population has inhabited new areas like
notified forest areas, river corridors as
well as revenue wastelands,” Singh said.

"The state has taken up various meas-
ures to manage human-wildlife conflicts
and disease vulnerability by strengthen-
ing veterinary facilities. Barda Wildlife
Sanctuary has been developed as a sec-
ond home for lion population and corridor
management initiatives have facilitated
safe movement between sub-populations,
for natural expansion into new habitats.

PM accuses Opp of insulting
President, Constitution for not
allowing debate in LS

PTI

New Delhi, Feb 05: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday accused
the Congress of in-sulting the trib-
al woman President of India, as well
as the Constitution, by resorting to
dis-ruptions in the Lok Sabha and not
allowing the debate on the Motion of
Thanks on her ad-dress.

Terming the events in the Lok Sabha
painful, he also accused the main Oppo-
sition party of insulting tribals, dalits, and
people from the northeast.

Replying to a debate on the Motion of
Thanks to the President’s address in the
Rajya Sabha, the Prime Minister accused
the Congress of insulting the Constitution.

He had to skip his reply to the debate in
the Lok Sabha because of repeated uproar
by the Opposition.

Talking about disruptions in the
Lok Sabha, the Prime Minister said,
"Congress insulted the President, who
comes from a humble tribal communi-
ty. It's shameful...Yesterday in the Lok
Sabha, a discussion could not be held
on the President's address. They have
insulted the entire tribal community,
a woman and India's top constitutional
post, the office of the Pres-ident. They

have also insulted the Constitution".

"Such people do not have the right to
speak about the Constitution."

"The incident that took place in
the Lok Sabha is very painful. We can
understand your frus-tration, but it
was done in the temple of democracy.
At that time, there was an MP from
As-sam in the chair, and papers were
thrown at him. s it not an insult to
the northeast? Not an insult to the
people of Assam?"

He was referring to Dilip Saikia, a BJP
MP from Darrang-Udalguri in Assam, and
Krishna Prasad Tenneti, a TDP MP from
Bapatla, Andhra Pradesh. Both are mem-
bers of the Panel of Chairpersons in the
Lok Sabha.

"They did it yesterday as well, at that
time, a son of a Dalit family from Andhra
Pradesh was sitting in the Chair. They are
doing their job, but you are insulting him
because he comes from a Dalit family?"
he said.

He also accused the Congress of insult-
ing the singer, composer, filmmaker,
poet, and lyri-cist from Assam, Bhupen
Hazarika.

"It was our fortune that we could give
Bharat Ratna to him. They raised objec-
tions to that as well," he said.

16 labourers dead, several others
feared trapped after blast in
'illegal' coal mine in Meghalaya

PTI

Shillong, Feb 05: At least 16 labourers
were killed, and several others feared
trapped following an explosion at an "il-
legal” coal mine in Meghalaya's East Jain-
tia Hills district on Thursday, Director
General of Police  Nongrang said.

Rescue teams have been engaged in
search operations, she said, adding that the
incident occurred in the Thangsku area in
the morning. "We have recovered 16 bod-
ies so far. The exact number of labourers
present inside the mine at the time of the
explosion is yet to be ascertained. More
people are feared trapped,” she said.

One person who sustained injuries in
the blast was initially taken to Sutnga Pri-
mary Health Centre before being referred
to a Shillong hospital for better treatment,
East Jaintia Hills Superintendent of Police
Vikash Kumar said.

The explosion is suspected to have
occurred during coal mining activities at

the site, which is believed to be an illegal
operation.

Asked whether the mine was operat-
ing illegally, Kumar said, "Yes, it seems
like that."

He said the cause of the explosion is
yet to be ascertained, and an inquiry will
be conducted.

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) had
imposed a ban on rat-hole coal mining
and other unscientific mining practices
in Meghalaya in 2014, citing environmen-
tal damage and safety risks, while also
restricting illegal transportation of coal
extracted through such methods.

Rat-hole mining involves digging of
narrow tunnels, usually 3-4 feet high,
for workers to enter and extract coal. The
horizontal tunnels are often termed “rat-
holes”, as each just about fits one person.

The Supreme Court later upheld the ban
and allowed mining only under scientific
and regulated procedures with environ-
mental safeguards.

' I

published in the journal
Nature show that brain
regions commonly affected
in Parkinson's disease con-
nect more strongly to the
somato-cognitive action
network (SCAN), identi-
fied as a brain network in
recent years for linking
cognition with movement
and bodily state.

The connection was
found to be increased in
Parkinson's disease but
not in other disorders
affecting movements,
the researchers said.
The treatments analysed

were found to reduce
this SCAN hyperconnec-
tivity, bringing it closer
to levels seen in healthy
volunteers, they said.
For example, target-
ing the SCAN instead
of brain regions asso-
ciated with movement
doubled the efficacy of
transcranial magnetic
stimulation treatments,
a non-invasive method
that stimulates neurons
using magnetic fields.
The SCAN could be a
potential candidate for
explaining the broad

range of symptoms expe-
rienced in Parkinson's
disease, the team said.
"This work demon-
strates that Parkinson's
is a SCAN disorder, and
the data strongly sug-
gest that if you target
the SCAN in a person-
alised, precise manner,
you can treat Parkinson's
more successfully than
was previously possi-
ble," co-author Nico U.
Dosenbach, professor of
neurology at Washing-
ton University's School
of Medicine, said.
"Changing the activity
within SCAN could slow or
reverse the progression of
the disease, not just treat the
symptoms,” Dosenbach said.
The findings suggest
that changes to the brain
network may be central to
how Parkinson's disease
affects the body's func-
tioning and could help
guide future treatments
and brain-based therapies,
the researchers said.
They added that fur-
ther research is needed
to confirm how best to
use the study's findings
in clinical care.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
ELECTRIC DIVISION- GANDERBAL

Tel No. 0194-2416237 Fax No. 0194-2416237

e-TENDER ABBREVIATED NOTICE
e-NIT No. EDG/V/113 of 2025-26, dt:05.02.2026

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Electric Division-Ganderbal invites
online e-bids from registered A-Class Electrical Contractors/firms for as under:

S.No

Particulars

Estimated Cost
(In Lacs)

Kasanapati.

Upgradation of 63 KVA transformer to 100 KVA Level-2 at Hariganiwan A

2.49

The complete tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidder/tenderers may view, download the e-Bid docu-

ment, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and time mentioned in the table below. Bidding Documents contain Qualifying
Criteria for Bidders, Specifications, Bill of Quantities, Terms and Conditions of Contract and other details.

Date and Time of downloading/
i) Sale (Start) of Tender Document 05.02.2026; 16:00 Hrs
Date & Time of Download/ Sale (End) of Tender
lii) Document 26.02.2026; 16:00 Hrs
iii) |Date & Time of Bid 05.02.2026; 16:00 Hrs to 26.02.2026; 16:00 Hrs
Uploading (Start/End)
iv) Commercial /Technical Bid Opening Date & Time |27.02.2026 at 13:00 Hrs
v) Financial Bid Opening Shall be declared later on for the technically qualified bidders
vi)  |Venue of Commercial/ Electronically on J&K Government e-Procurement System
Technical Bid Opening websitehttp://jktenders.gov.in
vii) |Cost of e-Bid document Rs.200.00 (Rupees Two Hundred Only) (Non-refundable)
[Treasury Receipt/Demand Draft]
viii) |Amount of Earnest Money Rs.5,000/= (Rupees Five Thousand Only)
Deposit

DIPK-NB-3164/25
DATED: 05-02-2026

Sd/-
Executive Engineer Electric Division Ganderbal
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UN rights chief appeals
for $100 million as crises
mount, funding shrinks

REUTERS

Geneva, Feb 05: UN human
rights chief Volker Turk ap-
pealed for $400 million on
Thursday to address mounting
human rights needs in coun-
tries such as Sudan and Myan-
mar, after donor funding cuts
drastically reduced the work of
his office and left it in “survival
mode.”

The UN office is appealing for
$100 million less than last year,
after a significant scale back of its
work in some areas due to a fall
in contributions from countries
including the US and Europe.

“We are currently in survival
mode, delivering under strain,”

Turk told delegates in a speech
in Geneva, urging countries to
step up support.

In the last year, Turk’s office
raised alarm about human
rights violations in Gaza, Sudan,
the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Ukraine, and Myanmar,
among others.

However, due to slashes in
funding, Turk’s office undertook
less than half the number of hu-
man rights monitoring missions
compared to 2024, and reduced
its presence in 17 countries, he

said. Last year it received $90
million less in  funding than it
needed, which resulted in 300
job cuts, directly impacting the
office’s work, Turk said in Decem-
ber. “We cannot afford a human
rights system in crisis,” he stated.

Turk listed examples of the
impacts of cuts, noting the
Myanmar program was cut by
more than 60 percent in the last
year, limiting its ability to gath-
er evidence.

A UN probe into possible war
crimes in the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo is also struggling

to become fully operational due
to limited funding, while work
to prevent gender-based violence
and protect the rights of LGBTIQ+
people globally has been cut up
to 75 percent, the office said.

“This means more hate speech
and attacks, and fewer laws to
stop them,” Turk stated.

The UN human rights office
is responsible for investigating
rights violations. Its work con-
tributes to UN Security Council
deliberations and is widely used
by international courts, according
to the office.

Indian teacher who created hundreds of learning
centers wins $1 mllllon Global Teacher Prize

AP

Dubai, Feb 05: An Indian teach-
er and activist known for creat-
ing hundreds of learning centers
and painting educational murals
across the walls of slums won
the $1 million Global Teacher
Prize on Thursday.

Rouble Nagi accepted the
award at the World Govern-
ments Summit in Dubai in the
United Arab Emirates, an annu-
al event that draws leaders from
across the globe.

Her Rouble Nagi Art Foun-
dation has established more
than 800 learning centers
across India. They aim to have
children who never attended
school begin to have struc-
tured learning. They also
teach children already in
school.

Nagi also paints murals that
teach literacy, science, math and
history, among other topics.

The prize is awarded by the
Varkey Foundation, whose
founder, Sunny Varkey, estab-
lished the for-profit GEMS
Education company that runs
dozens of schools in Egypt,
Qatar and the UAE.

“Rouble Nagi represents the
very best of what teaching can
be - courage, creativity, com-
passion, and an unwavering
belief in every child’s poten-
tial,” Varkey said in a statement
posted to the Global Teacher

Prize website. “By bringing
education to the most margin-
alized communities, she has not
only changed individual lives,
but strengthened families and
communities.”

Nagi plans to use the $1 mil-
lion to build an institute that
offers free vocational training.

Stefania Giannini, UNESCO
Assistant Director-General for
Education, said Nagi's prize
“reminds us of a simple truth:
teachers matter.”

In comments carried on
the prize website, Giannini
said UNESCO was “honored
to join the Global Teacher

Prize in celebrating teach-
ers like you, who, through
patience, determination, and
belief in every learner, help
children into school — an act
that can change the course
of a life.”

Nagi is the 10th teacher to win
the award, which the foundation
began handing out in 2015.

Past winners of the Global
Teacher Prize have included a
Kenyan teacher from a remote
village who gave away most
of his earnings to the poor,
a Palestinian primary school
teacher who teaches her stu-
dents about non-violence

and a Canadian educator who
taught a remote Arctic village
of Inuit students. Last year’s
winner was Saudi educator
Mansour Al-Mansour, who
was known for his work with
the poor in the kingdom.

GEMS Education, or Global
Education Management Sys-
tems, is one of the world’s
largest private school oper-
ators and is believed to be
worth billions. Its success
has followed that of Dubai,
where only private schools
offer classes for the children
of the foreigners who power
its economy.

Russia says ‘progress’ in talks
with Ukraine in Abu Dhabi

REUTERS

Moscow, Feb 05: Russian
President Vladimir Pu-
tin's envoy Kirill Dmitriev
said on Thursday that there
was progress and a pos-
itive movement forward
in negotiations on peace
in Ukraine, as delegations
from Russia, Ukraine and
the United States prepared
for talks in Abu Dhabi.
Russia invaded Ukraine
in February 2022 after eight
years of fighting in the east,
triggering the deadliest
war in Europe since World
War Two and biggest con-
frontation between Moscow
and the West since the
depths of the Cold War.
Dmitriev, Putin’s envoy on
investment who has played a

central role in  US-mediat-
ed negotiations on Ukraine,
said that “warmongers”
from Europe and Britain
were “constantly
to interfere with

cess, constantly trying to

trying
this pro-

meddle in it.”

“And the more such
attempts there are, the more
we see that progress is defi-
nitely being made,” he told
reporters ahead of the talks.
“There is positive movement

forward.” He said
work was underway on restor-
ing relations with the United
States, including within the
framework of a US-Russia
working group on economy.

The two sides also agreed
on a fresh prisoner swap,
US envoy Steve Witkoff said
Thursday, stressing that more
work lay ahead.

“Today, delegations from
the United States, Ukraine,
and Russia agreed to
exchange 314 prisoners —
the first such exchange in
five months,” Witkoff said
on social media.

“This outcome was
achieved from peace talks
that have been detailed and
productive,” though “signifi-
cant work remains,” he added
in an X post.

active AP

US, Russia agree to
reestablish M-to-M
dialogue after
Ukraine talks

ment said.

Kyiv, Feb 05: The US and Russia have agreed
to reestablish high level military-to-mili-
tary dialogue following a meeting between
senior Russian and American military offi-
cials in Abu Dhabi, the United States Euro-
pean Command said in a statement.

The agreement was reached following
meetings in Abu Dhabi between Gen. Alex-
us Grynkewich, Commander of US European
Command -- also NATO Supreme Allied
Commander Europe -- and senior Russian
and Ukrainian military officials, the state-

Grynkewich was in the capital of the
United Arab Emirates for talks between
American, Russian and Ukrainian officials
on ending the war in Ukraine. The channel
“will provide a consistent military-to-mili-
tary contact as the parties continue to work
towards a lasting peace,” the statement said

High level military communication was
suspended in 2021, just before Russia's full
scale invasion of Ukraine.

UK PM apologizes to
victims of Epstein for giving
Mandelson ambassador job

AP

London, Feb 05: British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer apologized
Thursday to victims of Jeffrey Ep-
stein for appointing Peter Man-
delson as the UK’s ambassador
to Washington despite his ties to
the disgraced financier.

The prime minister said Man-
delson had “portrayed Epstein
as someone he barely knew.” In
a speech on Thursday, he said “I
am sorry ... for having believed

Mandelson’s lies and appointed
him.” Starmer fired Mandelson
in September after emails were
published showing that he main-
tained a friendship with Epstein
following the late financier’s
2008 conviction for sex offenses
involving a minor.

But the prime minister
now faces fresh pressure over
the appointment after newly
released documents revealed
new details of Mandelson’s close
relationship with Epstein.

India game not in our control,
it's govt’s decision: Pak skipper

PTI

Colombo, Feb 05 Echoing his
cricket board's stance, Paki-
stan skipper Salman Ali Agha
on Thursday stressed that the
decision to boycott the T20
World Cup match against In-
dia was taken by their gov-
ernment and was "not in our
control”.

Pakistan on Sunday
announced a boycott of its
high-profile men's T20 World
Cup group league fixture
against India on February
15 here. However, the Paki-
stani government cleared the
national team's participation
in the rest of the global event
starting February 7.

"Yeah, the India game, it's
not in our control. It's a gov-
ernment decision, and we
respect that. Whatever they
are going to say, we do that,"
Agha said during the captain's
conference.

Agha said in the event of
the two arch-rivals clashing in
the knockouts, they will again
abide by the decision taken by
the Pakistan government.

"Well, I have mentioned that
before. It is a government deci-
sion and we respect that. We
will do what they are going to
say and we will do that.

"Regardless - I do not know
if the game is going to happen
or not, but the government has
said one thing and we are going
to do that. I do not know about
the game.

"If we have to play them
again in the semifinal or final,
we will have to go back to them

and act on thelr advice," Agha
said.

Pakistan's decision, which
was conveyed through an
official government state-
ment, is a political protest
against Bangladesh's remov-
al from the tournament. The
ICC declined Bangladesh's
request to shift matches
from India to Sri Lanka on
security grounds.

Agha said it was unfortunate
to see Bangladesh not playing
in the tournament.

"Well, they are our broth-
ers. I'll say they can support
us in the tournament as
well. And it's really sad to
see them. They are not play-
ing the World Cup." During
the press conference here,
Agha was also reminded
about Pakistan's embarrass-
ing defeat to lesser-fancied
USA in the last edition of the
tournament in the Americas.

Both Pakistan and USA are in
the same group this time too.

"Yes, we lost to the USA in
the last World Cup, but that's
history now. It's a new World
Cup, a new team and a new
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combmatlon and we are very
excited about it."

"It's my first World Cup as a
captain, and I'm very excited
about that. I don't know how
to describe myself as a captain.

"As a captain, I just want to
lead from the front and do as
much as I can for the team, get
the best out of the team, and
prepare an environment where
they can play at their best,”
Agha said.

Looking to do well here after
win against Australia

The Pakistan captain said the
team will take confidence from
their 3-0 series win against
Australia last week at home
though the visitors were with-
out few of their top players.

Agha was relieved when the
discussion switched to Paki-
stan's success after the queries
on their government's decision
to boycott the India game.

"Nice to have a question
apart from the India game. We
have been playing really good
cricket. I think post-Asia Cup,
we haven't lost a series yet
and we have won most of our
games.
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SCARLET (U/A 13+)
JAPANESE WITH ENG SUBTITLE
02:00 PM

VADH 2 (U/A 16+)
HINDI - 06:45 PM

DHURANDHAR (A)
HINDI - 02:45 PM

Mevies
Schedule

REET WRELD

MARDAANI 3 (U/A 16+)
HINDI - 04:15 PM

Friday, 6 February

TICKETS AT
www.bookmyshow.com
www.inoxmovies.com
Paytm, Inox App or
Directly from the booking
counter at the cinema.

CALL 95416 13868

FOR ASSISTANCE WITH TICKETS

BORDER 2 (U/A 13+)
HINDI - 04:30 PM, 06:45 PM
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