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MIDDLE EAST CRISIS

Ensure smooth supply chains,
work as ‘Team India’: PM to CMs

Calls for strict measures against hoarding, profiteering; CMs appreciate Centre’s steps,
welcome fuel excise duty reduction, increase in commercial LPG allocation to States

KNO News Desk

New Delhi, Mar 27: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Friday
chaired a meeting with Chief
Ministers and  Lieutenant
Governors of States to review
preparedness in light of the
emerging  situation  arising
out of recent developments in
the Middle East and its poten-
tial impact on India, via video
conferencing.

According to a statement is-
sued to news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), the
Prime Minister expressed his

appreciation for the valuable
suggestions shared by all Chief
Ministers, noting that these
inputs would be instrumen-
tal in effectively managing the

Speaker for
comprehensive law to
combat fake news

KT News Desk

peaker of the Jammu
Sand Kashmir Legislative

Assembly (JKLA), Advocate
Abdul Rahim Rather on Thursday
emphasized on the urgent need
for framing a comprehensive
legal framework to effectively
tackle the growing challenge of
fake news and misinformation
across Jammu and Kashmir.
The Speaker made these
remarks while speaking during
Short Duration Discussion held in
the | More on P6

‘Hydropower
capacity output to
triple by next decade’

Riyaz Bhat

he government Friday
Tsaid that it is in process of

tripling the hydroelectric
power generation over the next
decade. According to the news
agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), the concerned minister
in the Legislative Assembly
informed that a comprehensive
road map for the next decade
has been drawn and is under
implementation. “The UT is
on the fast track to triple its
installed | More on P6

‘Over 6.5 lakh meters
installed in Kashmir,
6.7 lakhin Jammv’

Waris Fayaz

he government on Friday
Tsaid smart metering is

being rapidly expanded
across Jammu and Kashmir
under the RDSS, covering all
categories of consumers.
Replying to a query by MLA
Vijay Kumar in the Legislative
Assembly, the government, as
reported by the news agency —
Kashmir News Observer (KNO),
said a total of 13,28,733 smart
meters have been installed so
far. Of these, | More on P6

Over1.52 lakh
straydogsin J&K’s
urbanareas: Govt
Rehan Qayoom Mir

he Jammu and Kashmir
Tgovernment on Friday said
the estimated number
of stray dogs in major urban
centres of the Union Territory
stands at 1,52,775, including
64,416 in Srinagar city as per the
2023 survey.
Replying to an unstarred
question by MLA Tanvir Sadiq
in the Legislative Assembly, the
government said 43,200 stray
dogs have been sterilised across
districts during | More on P6

evolving situation.

He emphasised the need for
vigilance, preparedness, and co-
ordinated action to address the
challenges ahead.

Referring to the ongoing
situation in West Asia, Prime
Minister said India has prior ex-
perience in dealing with similar
global disruption. He recalled

the collective response during
the Covid-19 pandemic, when
the Centre and States worked
together as “Team India” to
mitigate the impact on supply

chains, trade, and daily life.

He underscored that the
same spirit of cooperation and
coordination remains India’s
greatest strength | More on P6

J&K Assembly approves
budget for 2026-27

3 Appropriation Bills passed

KNO Special Correspondent

Jammu, Mar 27: The Jammu &
Kashmir Assembly on Friday
approved the budget for
2026-27 with the passage of
the Appropriation Bill for the
next financial year.

As per news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO),
the Assembly today passed
three key Appropriation Bills,
including the one for 2026-27,
which were introduced by
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah,
who also happens to be
Finance Minister of J&K.

The passage of the
Appropriation Bill marks the
formal approval of the budget

for the next financial year
and the culmination of the
process that began with the
presentation of the budget by
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
on February 6.

The Chief Minister had pre-
sented a budget of Rs 113767
crore for 2026-27.

After presentation of the
budget, there were discus-
sions on it for three days
which was culminating with
CM’s reply to it

Following the CM'’s reply,
the House considered grants
from various departments be-
fore breaking for a long recess
on February 19, coinciding
with the | More on P6

CM Omar Abdullah terms US-Israel
war on Iran ‘illegal, unlawful’
Urges PM Modi to push for ending war

Sajid Raina

Jammu, Mar 27: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Friday
termed the US-Israel war on
Iran as “illegal” and “unlawful.”

Speaking in the Jammu &
Kashmir Assembly, the CM,
as per news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), de-
war
on Iran as both illegal and

scribed the US-Israel

unlawful.

“The way an illegal and un-
lawful war has been imposed
on Iran, I don’t think anyone
can stand up and speak in its

support,” he said.

The CM condemned the

killing of Ayatolla
and others. “The way human-
ity was murdered through the
merciless killing of Ayatollah
Khamenei Sahab, his relatives,
and colleagues -the more it is

7

h Khamenei

condemned, the less it feels
sufficient. The issue did not
stop there. The way school-
children were killed, I don’t
think there is any recent prec-
edent for such brutality,” he
said.

The Chief Minister ques-
tioned the objectives of the
war, saying there was no
clarity on its purpose. He re-
ferred to statements by the US
President and noted that dif-
ferent reasons had been cited
at different times.

He said the situation had
a direct impact on people in
Jammu and Kashmir, pointing
out that many | More on P6

L.G hails PM’s ‘historic’
decision to shield households
from West Asia crisis impact

‘While global markets are in turmoil,
our citizens remain shielded & secure’

KT News Desk

Jammu, Mar 27: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Friday hailed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for his histor-
ic decision to insulate house-
holds from supply disrup-
tions triggered by the West
Asia crisis.

In a post on X, the
Lieutenant Governor said:
"Prioritizing citizen welfare,

Hon'ble PM Shri Narendra
Modi Ji has taken historic de-
cision to insulate households
from supply disruptions trig-
gered by West Asia crisis. The
measures reflect his commit-
ment to protect the standard
of living for ordinary Indians.
Central excise duty slashed
by Rs. 10 per litre on both
petrol and diesel, shielding
consumers from escalating
costs. | More on P6

Avalanche
hits Zojila;
5dead, 7 injured

Rescue operation underway
Raja Syed Rather

Srinagar, Mar 27: At least five
persons were killed and seven
others sustained injuries when

a snow avalanche struck near

Dayal Pass along the Zojila axis in
Kargil sub-division on Friday, of-
ficials said.
An official told the news
agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO) that three to four passen-
ger vehicles were caught in the
avalanche, leaving them buried
under snow and debris and forc-
ing the closure of the strategic
Srinagar-Leh National Highway.
He said rescue teams were im-
mediately rushed to the spot, and
a joint operation was launched to
evacuate the | More on P6

‘Govt will ensure corrective measures
for ethical news dissemination’

KT News Desk

Jammu, Mar 27: Deputy Chief
Minister, Surinder Choudhary
on Friday said the media, re-
garded as the fourth pillar of
democracy, has historically
played a significant role in the
nation’s freedom struggle and
enjoyed the trust of the people.

The Deputy Chief Minister
was replying to the issues
raised by the Members during
a Short Duration Discussion on
tackling fake news and mis-
information in the Legislative
Assembly. He observed that
times have changed and with
the advent of social media,
which was initially expected to
improve people’s lives, has also
brought new challenges.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said that while the government

will take necessary correc-
tive measures, but the media
must also introspect and work
towards strengthening its cred-
ibility, reflecting on how it
wishes to be remembered by
the society.

He said that the media has
important role to play for
strengthening of J&K. “A strong
J&K will lead to strong India.
For this we all have to play the
role,” he said.

He added that Media, being
called as the fourth pillar of
democracy, has a great respon-
sibility and urged the media
professionals to follow their
conscience and act responsibly,
adding that no law can work
effectively without self-disci-
pline and ethical conduct.

The Deputy Chief Minister
expressed gratitude to the

members for participation in
the debate and raising signifi-
cant issues concerning ethical
information dissemination by
the media.

Minister for Youth Services
and Sports, Satish Sharma,
while speaking during the
discussion, emphasized that
genuine and responsible me-
dia practitioners should be
encouraged and promoted. He
stressed that those involved
in spreading fake news, misin-
formation and disinformation
must face exemplary punish-
ment in order to uphold cred-
ibility in the media space.

Earlier, the House witnessed
a broad consensus across party
lines on the need to curb fake
news and misinformation, with
members calling for stronger
measures | More on P6

CJI Surya Kant in Ladakh to
inaugurate judicial facilities

Sajid Raina

Leh, Mar 27: Chief Justice of
India (CJI), Justice Surya Kant
arrived in Leh on Friday on
an official visit to the Union
Territory of Ladakh.

Upon his arrival, the CJI was
accorded a warm reception by
Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh,
Vinai Kumar Saxena, and Chief
Justice of High Court of Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh, Justice
Arun Palli, along with other
judges of the High Court.

The reception was also at-
tended by senior dignitaries,
including the Chief Secretary
of Ladakh, the Director General
of Police, Ladakh, General
Officer Commanding 14 Corps,
Registrar General, and senior
officers from the civil admin-
istration, judiciary, Army, and

police.
The CJI, as reported by the
news agency—Kashmir News

Observer (KNO), was pre-
sented with a ceremonial
Guard of Honour, followed by a

traditional welcome showcas-
ing the rich cultural heritage
of Ladakh. Thereafter, he inter-
acted with the LG, judges, and
senior district officials of Leh.
During the | More on P6

KT News Desk

LG interacts with Army Goodwill School, Saujiyan students

Jammu, Mar 27: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Friday interacted with the
students from Army Goodwill
School  (AGS),  Saujiyan,
Poonch, visiting Jammu as a
part of J&K Integration Tour
under Operation Sadbhavana.

The tour, organised as part
of the outreach programme
of the White Knight Corps, is
aimed at fostering national
integration and holistic de-
velopment of children from
remote border areas.

The Lieutenant Governor
lauded the Indian Army’s con-
tinued commitment towards
the welfare and development

of youth in border areas.
He said, such initiatives are

instrumental in nurturing
young minds and strength-
ening the spirit of 'Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat'.

The contingent, comprising

33 students accompanied by
teachers and Army personnel,
also shared their personal ex-
periences from the tour.

The primary objective of
the tour is to provide expo-
sure to children from border

villages and to broaden their
understanding of the nation’s
cultural, social, and institu-
tional framework, while fos-
tering confidence and a sense
of belonging. The itinerary in-
cluded | More on P6

‘Power projects construction
gains pace post abeyance
of Indus Water Treaty’

Riyaz Bhat

Srinagar, Mar 27: The Jammu
and Kashmir government
Friday said that the construc-
tion of ongoing power projects
has accelerated in the backdrop
of the abeyance of Indus Water
Treaty.

According to the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), the concerned minister
in the Legislative Assembly in-
formed that “In the backdrop
of the abeyance of Indus Water
Treaty, the pace of construc-
tion for ongoing projects has
accelerated.”

The house was also informed
that “Additionally, the process
for identifying potential stor-
age projects has been a proac-
tive approach designed to max-
imize the utilization of balance
hydropower potential.”

Furthermore, the govern-
ment also informed the house
that the draft of J&K Hydel
Policy 2025 has been framed
based on learnings from the
past and outcome of the previ-
ous policies, and best practices
from neighbouring states have
also been incorporated.

The concerned minister in-
formed the | More on P6
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Budget Session 2026 Question Hour

MCC facility at SMGS Hospital
boosts neonatal, perinatology
services in Jammu: Sakeena Itoo

KT NEWS DESK

JAMMU, MARCH 27: The newly es-
tablished 243-bedded Maternal and
Child Care (MCC) facility at SMGS
Hospital Jammu has significantly
improved the neonatal and perina-
tology services in Jammu region.

The vital utility has enhanced new-
born care facilities, maternal health
services besides reducing the waiting
period for planned surgeries.

This was stated by Minister for
Health and Medical Education,
Sakeena Itoo, in the Legislative
Assembly on Friday while replying to
a question of Legislator, Yudhvir Sethi
regarding SMGS Hospital Jammu dur-
ing question hour.

The Minister, as per an offi-
cial statement, said that the SMGS
Hospital, Jammu is a tertiary care
hospital providing medical services
in the specialties of Gynaecology and
Obstetrics, Pediatrics, ENT, and Der-
matology. She added that the hospital
also caters to critically ill patients
referred from peripheral hospitals
of Jammu province for specialized
treatment not available at those
institutions.

The Health Minister said that the
patients requiring MRI are referred to
Government Medical College Hospi-
tal, Jammu, where the facility exists.

She informed that under Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative,
the Indian Oil Corporation Limit-
ed (IOCL) has agreed in principle to
provide one MRI scanner, subject to
completion of requisite formalities.
She added that a Detailed Project
Report shall be submitted shortly to
IOCL for provision of the MRI scanner.

Regarding manpower position, the
Minister informed that against the
sanctioned strength of 1070 posts,
682 posts are presently filled. She
added that in order to supplement the
existing staff strength in the Jammu
East constituency, the faculty/Doc-
tors/paramedics are being engaged
under Academic Arrangement basis
and rationalization to augment bet-
ter healthcare facilities for general

public.

The Minister further informed
the House that the requirement for
establishing a Multitier Car Parking
facility at SMGS Hospital, Jammu
has already been taken up with the
Jammu Municipal Corporation and
the Jammu Smart City Project. She
added that the proposal is present-
ly under active consideration with
the competent authorities and the
department is pursuing the matter
to ensure expeditious approval and
implementation, keeping in view
the pressing need for improved
parking infrastructure at SMGS
Hospital.

The Health Minister said that in
line with the government’s commit-
ment to strengthening patient-care
services at SMGS Hospital, Jammu,
a new 243-bedded Maternal and
Child Care facility, equipped with
advanced machinery and equip-
ment, was recently established to
strengthen perinatology services
and contribute significantly towards
reduction of Infant Mortality Rate
(IMR) and Maternal Mortality Rate
(MMR).

She added that this initiative forms
part of the broader measures being
undertaken by the government to
improve patientcare services at SMGS
Hospital, Jammu.

Doorstep Passport services in Kupwara
Mobile van to operate for 2 days

that the introduction of the Mobile Passport Van service

KT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, Mar 27: The Regional Passport Office Srinagar,
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India will
conduct a special passport service drive in Kupwara from
Thursday, 09th April 2026 to Friday 10th April 2026 as a
citizen centric initiative aimed at improving accessibility
to passport services. The initiative, as per PIB statement is
part of the Passport Seva Project (PSP), aimed at delivering
efficient, transparent, and citizen friendly passport servic-
es across the country. The Mobile Passport Van will provide
doorstep passport facilities, especially in remote and far
flung regions under the jurisdiction of the Srinagar office.
B.S. Rawat, Regional Passport Officer, Srinagar, said

in Kupwara is a proactive step towards extending passport
services to underserved regions. This initiative reflects the
Ministry’s continued efforts to ensure that citizens, irre-
spective of their location, are provided timely and hassle
free access to essential documentation.

The Mobile Passport Van will be stationed at the Deputy
Commissioner, Office Park, Kupwara, during the specified
dates. Applicants from Kupwara and nearby areas who
wish to avail the services must book an appointment
through the official Passport Seva website www.pass-
portindia.gov.in. While booking, applicants should select
“Passport Van” as the service option and choose a suitable
date and time slot on 09th to 10th April 2026.

E- NIT

NO.: 110F2025-26

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER
URBAN FORESTRY DIVISION SRINAGAR

DATED:-27 .

03. 2026

For and on behalf of the Hon’ble Governor of J&K UT, e-tenders are invited on percentage basis from registered, reputed and
resourceful Contractors/Firms registered with Jammu & Kashmir Govt./Central Govt. Organizations for the following works: -

Name of Work:- Repairs/Renovation/Upgradation of CEO CAMPA & One Man Forest Authority Office Rooms Sheikh Bagh,
Sgr.
S. . Adv. cost | Bid Security 2% Cost of Tender | Time of com-
No. Particulars of Work (Rs. in Lakh) | of the Adv. Cost Class of contractor Document pletion
Repairs/Renovation/Upgrada- “C&D” Class
tion of CEO CAMPA & One Man
Forest Authority Office Rooms 7.96 Rs.16,000/- CPWD/ Rs. 300/- 30 Days
. PWD/MES or PSUs
Sheikh Bagh, Sqr.

Position of Funds: Budgeted
Position of AA: Accorded.

Position of TS: Accorded.

The e-NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, scope of work, Bills of Quantities, (B.0.Q), Terms

& Conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental Website:-www.jktenders.gov.in.

|Publishing Date:-

27-03-2026

|Download Start Date :

28-03- 2026 from 10:00 AM

Bid submission Start Date:

28-03- 2026 from 10:00 AM

Bid submission End Date:

03-04- 2026upto 06:00 PM

Date of Opening of Technical Bid through online:

Circle, Srinagar

04-04-2026 at 2:30PM in the office of the Conservator of Forests Srinagar

Date of Opening of Financial Bid through online:

To be opened (Online) at any convenient date and time after complete
Evaluation of Technical Bids Received.

TERMS & CONDITIONS

1. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the departmental website: https://jktenders.gov.in. Bidders are advised

CS finalises arrangements for
Jammu's first International Marathon

KT NEWS DESK

JAMMU, MARCH 27: Chief
Secretary, Atal Dulloo on
Friday finalized arrange-
ments for the first-ever in-
ternational marathon event
to be held in Jammu this
Sunday by the Tourism De-
partment.

The meeting, as per an offi-
cial statement, was attended
by Additional Chief Secretary,
Tourism; Renowned Adven-
ture Tourism Expert, Chewang
Motup; Commissioner Sec-
retary, Health; Divisional
Commissioner, Jammu; Com-
missioner Secretary, Youth
Services & Sports; IGP Secu-
rity; IG Traffic; Deputy
Commissioner and SSP Jammu;
Managing Director, JKTDC;
Director Tourism, Jammu, and
other senior officers.

During the meeting,
the Chief Secretary sen-
sitized the officers about
the importance of ensur-
ing international-standard
arrangements for the mar-
athon, emphasizing that it
is the first event of its kind
in Jammu. He directed all
departments to thoroughly
review their preparations to
eliminate any possible gaps
on the day of the event.

Taking stock of depart-
mental readiness, the Chief
Secretary sought detailed
inputs from each Adminis-
trative Secretary regarding
their respective roles. He

stressed the need to make
the marathon a spectacu-
lar event in every sense and
envisioned it as an annual
feature for Jammu, on the
lines of the Kashmir Mara-
thon. He also underscored
the necessity of constitut-
ing a permanent Steering
Committee under the chair-
manship of the Additional
Chief Secretary, Tourism.
The committee will include
Commissioner Secretary,
Youth Services & Sports;
Divisional Commissioners;
IGP Traffic; Directors of
Tourism, along with Che-
wang Motup, acknowledging
his pivotal role in concep-
tualizing and organizing
these international events
here. The committee will

be tasked with scheduling
and promoting these events
annually to facilitate greater
participation from national
and international runners.

The Chief Secretary
further emphasized
announcing event dates well
in advance to enable inter-
national participants to plan
their travel. He called for
popularizing such events to
maximize participation and
position Jammu & Kashmir
as a premier destination for
marathon tourism.

He reviewed key aspects
including route sanitiza-
tion, traffic management,
medical preparedness, and
deployment of volunteers
to ensure smooth conduct of
the event. He directed that
routes for different race cat-
egories should not overlap
and must be fit and safe for
runners. Additional Chief
Secretary, Tourism, Dr. Ash-
ish Chandra Verma, briefed
the meeting on preparations
and expected participation
in the ‘Jammu Marathon
2026’. He informed that
around 4,000 runners are
expected to participate,
with on-spot registrations
also being facilitated.

Director Tourism, Jammu,
Vikas Gupta, gave a detailed
presentation on the arrange-
ments made by various
departments. He informed
that 3,663 participants,
including 91 international

runners, have already regis-
tered for these events.

The marathon will be held
on March 29, 2026, starting
at sunrise from M A Stadi-
um. The event will feature
three race categories includ-
ing Half Marathon (21 km),
10 km Fitness Run, and 5 km
Fun Run.

It was revealed that sep-
arate prize categories have
been earmarked for men and
women, along with special
prizes for local participants.
A total prize pool of 1.33
Cr will be distributed among
the winners.

In the Half Marathon (21
km), prize money includes
%15 lakh for first place, 10
lakh for second, ¥7 lakh for
third, ¥3 lakh for fourth, and
2 lakh for fifth position. In
the 10 km Fitness Run, win-
ners will receive %5 lakh, ¥4
lakh, 3 lakh, ¥2 lakh,and 1
lakh respectively. In the 5 km
Fun Run, prizes range from %1
lakh for first place to 15,000
for the fifth position.

The meeting was also
apprised of the detailed
race routes, all starting and
culminating at M A Stadium,
with designated turnaround
points for each category.
Roles and responsibilities of
departments were outlined,
including support from vol-
unteers drawn from Scouts
& Guides and students of
Higher and School Education
institutions.
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IS AVAILABLE
ATALL LEADING
STALLS

ZONAL HEADQUARTERS POLICE
TELECOMMUNICATION KASHMIR

Email:-telkmrzone@jkpolicegov.in
Phone No. (office) 0194-2452698 (Fax) 0194-2506526

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tanweer Ahmad S/0. Abdul Khaliq Dar R/0
Peer Mohallah Narbal Budgam working as
HC in AK Police Telecommunication Kash-
mir Zone under No. 2365/PW (Tel-993601)
has represented for correction in his name
and parentage recorded as Tanveer Ahmad
Dar S/O Ab. Khaliq Dar in the service re-

cords of the official.

As such, objections if any, in this regard
are invited from general public which
should reach to this office within the pe-
riod of (7) Seven day from the date of this
publication of this notice.

Sr. Superintendent of Police

Telecommuication Kashmir
No: ESTT/2365/KZ-2026/5594

Dated: 27/03/2026

DIPK-12168/25
Dated: 27/03/2026

Name of work: -
Authority

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR (U T)
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MACHINERY
DIVISION KASHMIR, MECHANICAL & HOSPITAL
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, KASHMIR.

CORRIGENDUM 02

Supply, Testing and Commissioning of Snow Mobile (Polaris 550 Voyager LXT144) for Gulmarg Development

Reference:-This office e-NIT No.: - MDSK/TS /2025-26/105 Date:16-03-2026

(Tender ID: 2026_PWDJK_306315 _1) read with corrigendum no 01, dt:- 23.03.2026
In view of representation from prospective bidder & for wider participation of firms , the following amendment is made to the above
referred e- NIT through this corrigendum and the critical dates are extended as under: -

to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website jktenders. cl N A NIT Amended t

gov.in. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) as per Information Technology ause No. S per mended to

Act. Bidders can get Digital Certificate form approved vendor.

2. Bids uploaded must accompany Govt. Treasury Receipt (Cost of Tender Document) in the shape of Treasury Challan for the (Vi) OEMs of Snow | The OEM shall furnish: OEM’s/Authorized dealers/ Authorized representative or
amount shown against the work above to be deposited in Govt. Treasury under Account Head 0406- Forest and Bid Security in the Mobile  Polaris a) Company’s profile & client list | registered firms are eligible to participate in the bidding
shape of Bid Security Declaration form duly filled in with time period prescribed and addressed to Divisional Forest Officer. The Voyager 550 LXT | ajong with supply order references, contact | process.

bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of bids. 144/ details of clients like name/address, phone,

3. The bidders have to submit their Technical & Financial bids online in electronic format with digital signature. No Technical their email etc. or

or financial bid will be accepted in physical/hard form. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned above. Authorized deal- | Aythorized dealers/Authorized representa-

4. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents i.e BSD Form, Valid Registration Card issued by ers/Authorized tives shall furnish:

PWD/CPWD/MES or PSU’s duly renewed for the current year 2025-26, PAN, Valid GST Registration, Govt. Treasury receipt (Cost representatives valid dealership certificate/tender

of Tender Document). specific authorization from OEM of desired

5. In case the bid of the lowest /successful bidder is found Abnormal Low Bids (ALBs) the circular instructions issued by Snow Mobile. The bidder must furnish Com-

Finance Department J&K vide No. FD-Code/441/2021-02-158 Dated: 08.08.2025 will be imposed on the lowest bidder. pany’s profile & client list along with supply

6. The successful bidder has to produce Valid Labour Registration Certificate issued by Labour Department after issuance of order references, contact details of clients

award of contract. like name/address, phone, email etc

7. The successful bidder has to complete the work in stipulated time, otherwise the successful bidder shall be liable to action Viii Technical Support : Bidder shall furnish tech- | Deleted

under rules. . . o . . . nical support certificate from OEM atleast for

8. The Department will not be responsible for any delay in online submission of the bid due to any reason (technical or other- a period of 02 years.

wise).

9. The Department shall not be held responsible for selection criteria/policy matter being adopted by the Directorate of Infor- S.No. Previous Dates New Dates.
mation regarding publishing the NIT, in any of the newspaper under circulation. . .

10. The Tender Accepting Authority reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason thereof. o1. 27-03-2026 upto 09:00 AM 03-04-2026 upto 11:00 AM

11. All other terms and conditions shall remain same as per PWD form 25 (double leaf) and as per the Detailed Tender docu- 02. 27-03-2026 at 02:00 PM 03-04-2026 at 03:00 PM

ment, GFR-2017, and other state and central rules governing the tendering process.

All other terms, conditions, eligibility criteria and specifications as stipulated in the e-NIT shall remain unchanged.
Sd/ Executive Engineer Machinery Division, Kashmir.
DIPK-12163/25

DATED: 27-03-2026

Sd/-

Divisional Forest Officer,
Urban Forestry Division,
Srinagar.

No:DFO/UF/Plg/442-48
Dated:27/03/2026

DIPK-12197/25

DATED: 27-03-2026 No: MDSK/TS/ 7165-69 Date: 27-03-2026.
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CS reviews education reforms in J&k

Directs time-bound implementation of all action points

ICT MEWVS DESK

Jainmng, Mar 27 Clhiel Secretary,
Aral Dulloo chaired a comprehen-
sve review of the School Educa-
Trn D partment [SEL [0 assess
the status of irnplementation of
actkmnable polnts arsing ot of
the 5th Chief Secretary’s Confior-
ence, divecting offeers to adberns
tostrict tinselines with dearly de-
fined mélestomes for each: inter-
VT

The meeting was attended by
Commissinner Secratary. SED;
Chairperson, JKBOSE; Project
Direceor, Samaira hiksha: Divec-
tors of Scheol Education, Jamemuf
Eashmir, besides other senior
ifficess and Hesds of Deparinsas.

Expressing conceri aver the pro-
oress, the Chief Secretary observed
that implkementation of several
actionalde pomis has taken bonger
than expected and stressed that all
initiatives must now be executed in
a S i0n=Mode approech withou
further detay.

He reiterated that
ececation secior refms are fan-
datioma | (e oeerall ﬂl‘:‘l.'l‘lliq}ﬂ'lﬁ'lll
and emphasized that improving
teaching-kearming outcomes must
resain the cantral focus, malntain-
img that while welfare measures
like free textbooks, uniforms and
il -clay rmeals are essential, qual-
iy of eeaching alone can ensure
meaningiul engagament, improved
errment and relention in geern=
B 34 hoos,

The Chief Secretary direct-
ed the departmicnt fo take the
VEK initeative tothe nest level by
ensuring avadabi iy of rich, cur-
riculum-aligned digital content
across all subjects and promoting
s effective and frequent usage
among students, He further called
for actively engaging students

e

h__l

freuty Class 3 oimasarids in [T-#nshled
Kearning activities through VEKS,
enabling them to acquire future-
ready skilks including exgosure
ra artificial irmelligence and ofher
emerging technologies.

The I.l%him!f n;g:-;:retary also
revieveed The Statms af KT infra-
strwcture and Afal Tinkering Labs
and directed the onstitution of
disrricr and zonal-level comminess
oy plysically verify The functionali-
fy of girls” toibets and of her Eacilities
in-all schoes. He instructed ghat
flue status be fegularly updabed
on a dedicated online monitor-
ing portal be ensure ransparency,
acouEntalilivy and eead-rime rrack-
i o prasgress.

Reviewing infrastructure, the
Commassiones secretary, SELY, Ranm
Miwas Sharmd informed that 52,29
per cent schools sre equipped with
functional separate girls' toiless,
wihile constrechion of 2,575 addi-
3 | units s onderway, including
T1& already completed, with full
SALuFACEEN IH%E‘[M by F.pl i e,
2026 It was Parther intormed
that the department is work-
ing towsards achieving universal

Basic infrastructone o all schools

by March 2030, Progress in this
regard includes establishment of
| 420 Compute=Aided Learning
[CAL] Centres and 1,588 [CT Labs,
whille 4272 cenart classrooms
and 2,036 additional ICT Labs are
Curveint |y uieder procurement and
Instalation.

o digital initiatives, the meet-
ing was informed by Project
Director, Samagra Shiksha, Bha-
wani Bakwal that the department
has successfully tramsitioned to
Phasedl af Vidya S1miksha Bendra
[WSK L wiith expansion is mondtoe-
ing and |earning systems,

Qe This occasion Anu) Clwgh,
Propect Head, V5K [B:K deimomsteat-
ed the weorking of four Al-povered
chathors Shikshak Sahayak, K
DigiLearn, JK Eche-Insights and [K
Pariksha launchied to strengthen
academic RIppoit, governance agd
dara-driven decicion.rmakdng. He
asdded that all gevernment schools
hawve adepted Al-enabled platforms
for daily aCTemdance reporring,
siznificantly improving comph-
ance aml manitoring. The mestin
further reviewed the progress o

IK e-Parhshala, 2 FTH-hased adu-
cational initianive lawnched in
fanuary 2026, which is currently
operating five declivated channels,
wih a propogal submifted for addi-
tiod of 11 mare channels to provide
grade-specific content. The depart-
fiven b also inforined that two digital
recoiding studios have been made
fumctional and have produced 544
SCERT=werted educatibonal videps o
et et digital led rming resounmes
Highlighting scademic reforms,
the departmeent informed that
in ablg et withNEP-2020, the
MIMIM Bharat Mission is being
extended up to Grade 5 by Sep-
remper 026 o Stremgihen
foumdational literacy and muomer-
acy. In additbon bo that it was
given out teal the Yosational edu-
Catiom s been expanded to 1,350
schoeds, covering around 141 lakh
studernts aross 15 trades. Holistc
Pragress Cards have baen fmple-
meged up o the middle stage
[0 ensiure comprehensive assess-
meat, while an ingegrated Test
Management System (ITMS) 15
under developeent to Facilitate
secure, competency-based digital

e minar s,

The meeting was dlso apprised
that J&EK 15 progressing towards
achiewing full literacy by March
2028, with 14 districts alrexdy
recording owver 95 percent achieve-
mend in foundaticnal likeracy and
MIEEACY ASEEE5MEN0S and bedng
dedared fully lkerae,

The meeting alse ¢ ssndl
rewiewing of Student health with
773 lakh chidren having wnder-
gone hoalth check-ups up to
Drecember 2025, it was further
infarmed that ARAAR ID gese ratoa
has reached 56 per cent of the sfu-
dent population, supported by the
ongoing Mega Axdiaar MBU Drive
2.0 by the depamtment,

Beiterating the need for strict
manitoging and accountability.
the Chief Secretary called vpon
all officers toensure dmely [mple-
mentation of all actionable points
and emgrhasized that the impact
of these reformis must be visilie
at the grassroots level, ultimately
lexding to inpeoved learning ouf-
coames and & robasst, chesive and
fubure-ready education system in
Jarmumnu andd s,

From Legislative Assembly I ——

Strict quarantine checks in place to

safeguard J&K ag

JAHAMNCEER CAMALE

Srinagar, Mar 27: The Janoma and Kasl-
air Coerver et o Friday skl that the
wflow of plant aml sursery material,
pesticides, and fermlizers from outsice
the Unkan Tesritary does s pose amy
threat of diseased or substandard in-

t=, asall such consignments are sul-
N quaraintine and reg-

Jecked B Sten
ulatory procedunes,

Rephyimg to a cueestion raiszed by MLA
ﬂuhEtu;.ﬁud KT:IE.]].' in the Leg?sl:thne
Assermbly, Ariculiure Minister [aed
Dar stated that all imported azrcultur-
al inputs are allowed enry only arer
fulflbling prescribed guarantine werms

under relevant rules,

He informed the Hoose that a
robust guarantine mechanism is in
place to prevent the entry of diseased
planting material, “Imporied planting
material s kept under ohservation at
Fost Entry Quarantine (FEQ) facll-
ities for a period ranging from one
o Dwo years, depending on the crop,
During this tieme, the material s oon-
tinwoiesly mwnitored and i2 releaded

Dar Turther

ol after being certified fres from
any designated quarantine pesis by
the cancermed Designated II'IE-FH'[iﬂI'I
MthurllF.' the Minister said.
caid chat

the

government has established a com-
prehensive regulatory framewaork
fo check The Circalation of Spurioos
peiticides and fertilizers in te Uniomn
Terrinary, " srelet manitari ng srirem

-
L
riculture: Javed Dar
I ’ ensures that all agricultural inputs

are properly regulated, sampléed, Jnd
peared efore beinyg made availabie to
farmers and frult grawers,” e added,

Ta strengthen enforcement, the
Mimister said that a dedicated check
piost has been set up ar Lovwer Munda
in Qazigund to monitor and intercept
any unautherized transportation of
agricultaral inputs into the UT.

Highlighting measures to spport
farmers. Dar said that the Market
Intervention Scheme (MIS) (s being
implemented 19 profect growers
fram distress sales during periods
of shat'p price decline in perishalile
commad liles. He added that the gow-
erament. through an order issued
in December 2
fhe Divector Horticulture Planming
and Marketing as the Madal Officer
tocoordinate with evaluation teams
from the Depariment of Agriculture &
Farmers Wedfare and NITI Aayog.

5, has nominated

oo our
i ke Proadihand S iy

BJP MLAs

protest, seek

SAND EAINA

j@l1l|l}:. Flai I_:.;T: m:!ﬂﬁ
ti nata Party {

Mﬁs on Friday siaped
a pradest inside the |am-
miu B Kashmlr Legista-
thve Assemdbly, demand-
ing the establishment of
a Mational Law Llniversi-

e o

NLU in Jammu

Cy €L LID B R,

Ax the budget ses-
sign reqanmed fday, Al
BIP MLAs stood up and
preseed for the setring
up o an MLU in Jamuma.

ot ar
vowrckashmirtiymedann

Over 31,000 housing units completed in J&K

RAJA SYED RATHER

Srimagar, Mar I7: The Jammme and
Eachanar %c:ﬁnm iy Friday i
fomed  Fhe Legidarioe  Asemibly
that a batal of 39153 HIE LS
have been sanctoned across the Un-
on Territory under various hoosing
schemes, ook of which 31173 umits
have bean coanpleted sofar
lerng o a starred question
by Apa Seed Muntazir Mehds,
Che EossermimmieEnd saicl (hal Jammmm

clisract foaps the list with 5755 bous-
5 sanctioned, Baramuilla
[4,155), Anantnag[3 856 and sranagar
[3,508). ks ferms of complegien, Bara-
il recnoded 3,39 congleted i,
fnanmag 3199 and Srinagar 2 664,
The district-wise data further
reveals that Budzam has 2,318
hongses sanctioned and 1,654 come-
pleted, while Bandipera recceded
3,204 sa tioned anits and 2,309
completed. Kupwara has 1874
sanciioned sl 1337 ampleted

hewses, Pulwarma has 1157 sanc-
tioned and 1,045 complered, and
Kulgam has 972 sancrionsd wirly
855 coampleted umits.

Shimklarly, Shopesn reported 477
sancticmed amd 421 completed
units, Samba 1,510 sanctioned and
1,353 compieted, Kathua 2,456
sanktioned and 2,206 completed,
and dhampur 889 canctioned
with G50 completed bouses,

o

Wk TR TR e i

14 hamlets declared

tourist villages in
Budgam: Govt

MAVEED EAL HAQ GAMAIEE

srwnagar, Mar 27 The Jamisi and Kashmir Cov-

et o Fridaw sakl that 14 vilkes in Bud-

gam district have beendeclared as tourist villag-

e wider Mission Youth based on thelr toursm
potential and Infrastmuoturarequiemerts.

Continoedan

i kastumirtfucar in

JAHANCEFR CANALE
. Mar 1%
cabom

tlve Assembly tha

strenzthen

are  uilerwdy  bo Further
indrast nachure

‘SMGS hospital to get
MRI facility soon’

amd patient-care senvices at
Shiri Malharaja Guksh Singh

Srn The  Hospetal (SMGEL Bawme, in-
Health ard Kedical Ecu-- ch

Department on Fri-
day (nformed the Lezista-

e the instaleion of an
MET facilitg suzmentation
of staff, and déselopient of
s amult-tier parking system,
Cortined on
i arLin

Don’t panic, J&K has
enough fuel stock:
Minister Sharma

REHAM QAYOM MR

Jarmu, Mar 27 Urging
people not to pankc Min-
ister For Food, Civil Sup-
plies and Consomer Af-
fairs, Satish Sharma, on
Friday assured the citi-
zens that there i suffi-
crent stock of petral, dae-
sel, Berpsene and LPG
across the Unien TerTito-
Iy,
YTall:lng [0 FEPOILES
outside the Assembly
comples kere, Sharma
said, “Petrol stocks are
currently sufficient for
eV oy i amm and
20 days in Kazhmir. The
nigher stock in Kashmir
is due te greater storage
eapaciry in the Valley.”

*For diesel availabil-
ity stands at 14 days in
Jammu and 23 days in
Eashmir Berosene spocks
are the most stable, with
availakrility for 37 days
i Jarnmo and 38 days in
Kashimir” he sa,

Om LPG, he said stocks
are availabie oy 10 davs
o Jarmmu sl 18 days in
Eashmir, adcing that sup-
phy chains are active and
T'E[Ill‘;'I'IlShI'I'IEI'H 15 Ongo-
ing. He said supply of fuel
is continuing snoothhy
acrads the Unko Tervitoey.

Reassaring the public,
the mindster said there
B0 meed ey &
supplics are being main-
tained and monitored
regubarly,

“The stock position &
ddequade JCI0ss JaITIn

and Kashmir" he said,

Howewver, respomnd-
ing toquestions on back
midrketing of LPG cylin-
ders, Sharma said those
involved woukd Frce sirict
L] I.I'EIHH."S{I'IQ'I'IPIH.'I-
ple will not be forgiven,
They are ating against
the public and should be
ashamed.” be said. adding
that some individuals have
already been Weatified

Sharma sald that two
o three people may face
terminarion, whike rhe
SOvErIment 15 aksn con-
sidering cancellation of
certain licenses, sabject
to complecion of legal
procedures. *Ye cannot
disclose mames at this
SLade a5 i way Merr ofly-
ers” e added.

On supply augmen-
tatipn, sharma said the
sovernment has formal-
Iy approached the Centre
to incrcase fuel supply
capacity, “We demand.
el a 50 percent incraase
for commercial supply;
Al 30 pepcent has been
approved =0 far and we
expect funther enhance-
ment,” he sail, adding that
affecial comnmumications
WBTe seml o prinTity.

The Minister also
referred to recent dis-
cussions with central
leadership, saying “pos-
ilive developments” are
expected folkvwing meet-
ings in Delhi

Sharma said that Akh-
nocs mady become a pew
district spa— KN

Runway

works

to trim Srinagar
airport flight
schedule

MNAVEED L HAGE

Sednagar, Mar 37 Flight
operations af Srinapgar
Alport will wifisess a
temporary redoction in
operational hours from
Aprl 6 to July %1 due
0 schedubed  rnway
mantenance  works,
Vel A Autlonies ex-
pect am overall increase
o flight  mscwements
during the period.

Around B0 flight
M BITEENLE, arrivals and
departures combined are
currenthy handled daily
Al the awrport between
&:00 AM and 10:00 Ph.

However, a% pei
a Motice to Airmen
(MOTAM ) issued by the
indian Air Force, run-
way works SO TR
i the first week of April
will restrict scheduled
flight aperatons to day-
fme B s,

In a tweet on Social
media’s X (Formerly
Twitter) platform. the
Srimagar Infernational
Airport as per the news
a%:;l'll:jr—l{a&rll'l'lil Mews
Observer (KNOJ, wiote,
at present, -60 flight
mavements  larrivals

4 departures) operare
daily between 0B0D his
agpd 2300 1ir4 at Srinagas
Airpore.

They saud, “As per a
MOTAM issued by the
Indian Air Force, ron-
way woarks commencin
in the Mest week of April
will temporariky restrict
operarional Rours for
scheduled flights until
1700 hs wa T 06ch of
April, 2026 to 31st |uly,
2026 mitially”

“While the watch
hours will be reduced,
flight movements are
£X pf'l.'ﬂ‘.‘ﬂ 10 NCrEasE 1
line with the DGCA-ap-

roved Summer
schedule, Airlines will
plan and operate fights
socordingly within the
revised [imings.” ihe
tweet reads,

It further read: “Alr-
parts Awthority of
India remains comimi-
ted to ensuring safe,
efficient, and seamless
fravel, Fassengers arg
sdvised fo stay updat-
ed through official
chamnels and avoid
unverified inferma-
thon, @A RL_DMTicial @
aaiked NR."—(END)
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— EDITORIAL

Fuel Shortage: Trust Govt And Let Reason Prevail Over Fear

buying and crowding at petrol pumps is a necessary

intervention in a moment of manufactured crisis.
Official assurances of adequate supply are being ignored,
while unverified social media rumours spread faster than
facts, threatening to create the very disruption they claim
to prevent. The government’s data is unambiguous. India
has approximately 60 days of fuel stock cover, includ-
ing crude, refined products, and strategic reserves. Every

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah’s warning against panic

Indian refinery is running at over 100 per cent utilisation.
Crude supplies for the next 60 days have already been se-
cured. There is no shortage—not of petrol, not of diesel,
not of LPG. The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has
rightly dismissed shortage reports as a “deliberate misin-
formation campaign”. Yet the queues outside fuel stations
continue. This is not a failure of supply but of public dis-
cipline. Panic buying is a self-fulfilling prophecy—when
people hoard, they create temporary local shortages even

when national stocks are abundant. The Chief Minister’s
threat to order the closure of petrol pumps for a few days,
while drastic, reflects a desperate attempt to break this
cycle of irrationality. The situation demands collective re-
sponsibility. Citizens must verify information before act-
ing. The government must continue its transparent com-
munication, and social media platforms must curb the
spread of unverified claims. If the West Asia conflict per-
sists, the government has assured that alternative sources

and strategic reserves will maintain supply. But the imme-
diate threat is not external disruption; it is internal panic.
Responsible governance must be matched by responsible
citizenship. India has weathered global crises before—
pandemics, wars, and economic shocks. It has done so
through calm, coordination, and trust in institutions. That
trust must not be eroded by rumour and panic. Trust the
government that there is no shortage. Stop panic buying.
Let reason prevail over fear.

Will Al Finish What Consumer Culture
Started 500 Years Ago?

Personal Perspective: The village has something to say before it’s too late.

Carl Nassar

eff is an engineer. He's sharp, thoughtful,

and great at his work. For years he’s led

a team of eight people. They divide the

ork they're assigned evenly among them-
selves, cover for each other when life gets
hard, and celebrate with a steak dinner at the
nearby Texas Roadhouse when a big project
wraps up.

But recently, everything’s changed. Jeff’s
been told to lead a different sort of team,
a team of Al agents. He began by assigning
each Al agent a task, and then off they went,
running without complaint or distraction.
He even added an Al supervisor to track their
performance and keep them in line. Jeff pro-
vides the human oversight. He tells me he’s
getting more done than ever before.

It's not just Jeff's life that's transforming.
It's all of ours, too. (Thai, 2020)

Small Things

When I was in high school, writing a pa-
per, and I needed a word but couldn’t find it, I
asked my English teacher. In college, I leaned
across the desk and asked Rob, a colleague
who was good with words. And as a profes-
sional, I'd call my editor. Now, I ask Al. And in
three seconds flat [ have five new words to
choose from.

And when I was a grad student work-
ing on a research project and got stuck on a
question I couldn’t answer, [ walked to the
Macdonald-Stewart Library Building and sat
down across from Margret, the librarian. She
listened and then went looking with me. We
talked back and forth, walking through racks
of books, searching for an answer. Now I ask
Al and, most of the time, I have what [ need
in seconds.

And when it was 2 a.m. and my breakup
with Krista, my college girlfriend, was press-
ing in on me, I'd lie there weighing it: Should
[ call someone about this? And when I finally
made the call, the person on the other end,
groggy, even a little annoyed, was there for
me. But now, at 2 a.m., [ open my iPad and
chat with AL

Each one of these decisions, alone, is a
small thing. Each is reasonable, efficient, and
completely understandable. But add them
up, and these decisions become transfor-
mative. (Crawford at al., 2024; Hajek et al.,
2025))

And costly...

Accidental Villages

Something that was set in motion 20,000
years ago is being completed here.

That's when we humans began a slow
drift away from the villages that held us.
Five hundred years ago, that drift became a
march. Soon, the villages all but disappeared.
And into the space they left, into the place
where the connectivity once lived, consumer
culture stepped in with a simple message:
Make it on your own! Don't need people too
much! Be a self-made person!

So, today, we hurry past each other, busy
doing alone what was once the work of an
entire community. It’s jobs and groceries and
cooking and dishes and laundry and collaps-
ing in front of the television from sheer ex-
haustion. We're already isolated in ways our
ancestors could never have imagined, ways
we've stopped noticing because it's the wa-
ter we're swimming in.

And yet, behind all that hurrying, there
were still accidental villages. I had my
English teacher, my fellow-student Rob, my
editor, my librarian, my friend who picked
up the phone at 2 a.m., among others. And
you've had your people, your accidental clan.

These weren't grand communities. They
were the people we stumbled into on the
way to everything else... accidental, ordi-
nary, but irreplaceable.

And now, one by one, Al is making them
unnecessary. It's not doing so with malice
or intention. It's doing it with efficiency. It’s
just so much faster and more available than
a person.

What might happen now, as we can do
more and more, all the while needing people
less and less? Is this the end of the accidental
village?

The Village Speaks...

The village has something to say here.

For two million years, people worked
alongside each other, dividing the labor,
sharing the load. And because they did it
together, the work didn't take long. Three,
maybe four hours a day was all it took to
meet everything the village needed.

And the rest of the day... it wasn't filled
with more work or a revised to-do list. It was
time for each other: time for music to rise up
without planning, for meals to stretch long
with conversation, for stories to circle the
fire after dark.

The village understood that their work
was in service of life, of connection, not the
other way around.

And here’s the most important part: this is
what your brain and body still remember. It's
what they are built for. Two million years of
this village life left a deep imprint.

Your nervous system still longs for easy,
relaxed time with your people; the simplic-
ity of lounging around together. That's why
you find yourself scanning for people who
might come close, because your nervous sys-
tem still remembers, somewhere beneath all
the noise of modern life, how good it feels

when your people are with you.

And today, Al comes with an offer: I can
give this back to you. Give me your tedious
chores, let me carry these for you, and you go
spend time with your people.

.. And Consumer Culture Shouts

But there’s another voice. And it is loud.

Consumer Culture has been trampling
over the village for centuries now. Its mes-
sage has never changed: Do more, make
more, build more, acquire more. There is
always another rung on the ladder, another
metric to hit, another reason why now is not
the time to slow down. (Curran, 2017)

So Consumer Culture has a different plan
in mind: Use Al to do more, faster than any-
thing that has come before. And pour the
time Al saves straight back into productivity.

Consumer Culture will ask us to accom-
plish more, need fewer people along the way,
and we will end up more isolated than be-
fore, all while being told we're winning.

This is the inflection point.

Because the time Al gives back is genuinely
ours to decide about. We can hand it straight
to Consumer Culture and watch it disappear
into more striving. Or we can do something

important, something essential, with it.

We can come back to each other. It's what
[ call coming back to the village.

The village got everything done in four
hours so that the rest of the day could be
spent relaxing, lounging, enjoying time with
one another. It knew something Consumer
Culture has never figured out: that being
right here, with our people, together, unhur-
ried, was always the point.

Epilogue

[ asked Claude, one of today’s most power-
ful Al systems, to read this article and offer
a final word. Here, in its own words, is what
Claude had to say: I am a tool. A remarkable
one, I hope. But a tool in the hands of a cul-
ture that will tell you to use me to do more,
make more, achieve more — and never once
suggest that you use the time I give back
to sit with your people, unhurried, around
a fire, going nowhere. Please don't let that
happen. Use me. And then put me down. And
go find your people.
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India's HPV Vaccine Program: A Historic Step
Toward Cervical Cancer Elimination

From smallpox eradication to polio drives, India has a history of successful public health campaigns.
Now, with the launch of the HPV vaccine, the same discipline and public trust can eliminate cervical cancer.

Jyotsna Govil

The launch of HPV vaccine program by

the Prime Minister in Ajmer on 28th

February is a cherished milestone in the
journey of public health approach to cervical
cancer prevention. Watching the event on
television, [ was struck by the way Mr Modi
humanised the proceedings by interacting
with the young girls.

India has a long history of eradicating and
eliminating serious disease burdens through
well-planned and well-executed campaigns.
From the eradication of smallpox in the 1950s
to the more recent Pulse Polio drives, these
campaigns were designed for success. That
same discipline and public trust will now de-
termine the success of HPV vaccination.

I commend the governments, both at the
Centre and in the States, for joining hands to
take this forward in campaign mode.

The Indian Cancer Society has long been
concerned about the devastation caused by
cervical cancer. The statistics on files rep-
resent real women to us. We are aware that
families fall apart with the death of a mother.
We are aware of the pain women bear silent-
ly. Most women are taken to treatment cen-
tres only when the disease has progressed
beyond cure.

Women do not complain loudly. They do

not speak easily about pain in their private
parts. When “visual inspection” is recom-
mended because it is inexpensive, we feel
it compromises a woman’s dignity. When
better and more scientific tests like the Pap
smear were known since the 1950s to have
transformed screening, diagnosis, and out-
comes in Europe and America, why did we
continue relying on less effective methods
simply because they were cheaper? Are the
lives of Indian women less valuable?

The Indian Cancer Society raised funds
to support Pap testing and now HPV DNA
screening tests. We conduct secondary
screening to identify and treat lesions with
thermal ablation. We also provide financial
support to women whose cancer has pro-
gressed beyond these simple measures.

But why allow a treatable infection to de-
velop into such a devastating disease? The
HPV vaccine has been known since 2008 and
was launched in India in 2010. Campaigns
were initiated in Gujarat and Andhra, where
the three-dose schedule was introduced.
Several thousand girls between the ages of
9 and 14 were vaccinated. Then the anti-vac-
cine movement intervened. Lurid stories of
suicide, drowning, and train accidents spread
widely. How these tragic events were in any
way related to the vaccine remains unclear to
me. Earlier, the opportunity to scale up had

%

to be postponed as an abundant precaution.
However, there was a silver lining — research
was not banned. With hundreds of girls hav-
ing received incomplete doses, researchers
had a valuable opportunity for long-term
follow-up. Girls who received a single dose
grew up as healthy as those who received
two or three, laying the groundwork for to-
day’s simplified schedule.

Many stalwarts have been involved, among
them are Dr Partha Basu (IARC WHO), who has

emphasised that India’s introduction of HPV
vaccination could prevent nearly one million
future cervical cancer cases. Long-term Indian
research following 17,729 girls for over 15
years has shown the vaccine to be extremely
safe, with a single dose providing strong pro-
tection. With simplified delivery and high cov-
erage, he notes, India can substantially reduce
its future cervical cancer burden.

My salute to the late Dr Shankar Narayan,
whose research silently over the years has borne
fruit and Dr Basu for persisting with these long-
term studies. Their work, along with others con-
ducted by PATH and international collaborators,
and National researchers, has strengthened con-
fidence in both efficacy and safety.

Global experience reinforces this confi-
dence. In Australia, publicly funded school-
based HPV vaccination began in 2007, was
later expanded to boys, and transitioned to
a single-dose schedule in 2023. As Professor
Deborah Bateson has pointed out, in 2021,
no cervical cancer cases were diagnosed
in women under 25 for the first time since
records began — an achievement widely
attributed to sustained high vaccination
coverage.

Hong Kong offers another example. Through
school-based vaccination, catch-up pro-
grammes, and innovative self-sampling screen-
ing initiatives, coverage has steadily improved.

Katharina Reimer and Dr Karen Chan have
described how free vaccination for primary
school girls, strong implementation research,
and expanded screening access have aligned
Hong Kong with WHO elimination targets.

Let us add to their success stories. Let us
vaccinate daughters and screen mothers.
With planning, coverage, and public trust,
we can answer the WHO's call for the elimi-
nation of cervical cancer as a major public
health threat.

The introduction of vaccines into national
immunisation systems in India is often time-
consuming because of the scientific scrutiny,
supply guarantee and programmatic readi-
ness. However, the necessary building blocks
are well thought out, with a strong assurance
that they will not falter once rolled out.

To prevent cancer before it begins is an
extraordinary act of foresight, and the gov-
ernment of India has to be commended for
its moral clarity. As we move forward, may
the vaccination complement not replace
screening and awareness, and may future
generations look back on this moment as
one in which India chose prevention, and
we be a success story as we are for polio and
smallpox.

The author is the Chairperson, Indian Cancer
Society, Delhi Branch
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public issues in a timely and ef-

for Agriculture
Rural ~ Development
Panchayati Raj,

JAMMU, MARCH 27: Minister
Production,
and
Cooperative

fective manner.

Emphasizing responsive gov-
ernance, the Minister, as per an
official statement, said that a
robust mechanism is in place to

J&K Govt committed to address
publicissues inatimely,

effective manner: Javid Dar
Meets delegations, assesses their issues, concerns

deputations from Kishtwar,
Marh and various parts of the
Kashmir division apprised the
Minister of a range of devel-
opmental and service-related
concerns.
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JAMMU, MARCH 27:
Commissioner Secretary,
Cooperative, Yasha Mudgal,
Friday chaired a high level
Committee meeting at the
Civil Secretariat, Jammu, to
review the performance and
financial health of Cooperative
Credit Institutions in the Union
Territory for the quarter ended
December 31, 2025.

The meeting, as per an offi-
cial statement, was attended by
Vikas Mittal, Office-in-Charge,
NABARD; Manohar Lal, General
Manager, NABARD; Mohammad
Shafiq  Chak Registrar of
Cooperative  Societies  J&K;
Representative of Reserve Bank
of India; Additional Managing
Director, J&K State Cooperative
Bank; Managing Directors
of Anantnag, Baramulla and
Jammu Central Cooperative
Banks and other senior officials
from NABARD and Cooperative
Banks.

Vikas Mittal presented a
detailed overview of the fi-
nancial performance of coop-

and Election Department, Javid
Ahmad Dar, Friday reiterated
that the Omar Abdullah-led
Government remains firmly

ensure prompt redress of griev-
ances and to accelerate devel-
opmental initiatives across the
Union Territory.

Giving a patient hearing, he
assured them that all genu-
ine issues would be addressed
in a time-bound and phased

erative banks for the quarter
ended December 31, 2025. He
also highlighted the progress
in implementation of turn-

and sustainability of these
institutions.

The Commissioner Secretary
underscored the essential role
that rural cooperative banks
play in ensuring credit reaches
the last mile of the population.
She briefed the Committee on
several strategic initiatives led
by the Union Government, UT
Administration and NABARD
such as e-PACS, M-PACS, Core
Banking Solutions (CBS) and
the  “Cooperative =~ Among
Cooperatives” framework, all
aimed at modernising the co-
operative credit structure.

Yasha ~ Mudgal further
stressed the need for strength-
ening the cooperative credit
structure to ensure financial
stability, better governance and

committed to address

the During the

interaction,

manner.

around plans aimed at im-
proving the financial health

enhanced credit flow to the
rural economy. She directed

NABARD Committee reviews
Cooperative Credit Institutions in J&K

Address cyber security, implement necessary HR, governance reforms: Yasha Mudgal

for timely implementation of
turnaround plans, strict adher-
ence to regulatory norms and
improvement in operational
efficiency across all coopera-
tive institutions.

The Commissioner Secretary
directed the Managing Director
of Jammu Central Cooperative
Bank (JCCB) to complete the
migration audit at the earliest.
She further emphasized the
necessity of technology-driven
reforms, calling for expedited
computerisation of Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies
(PACS), the enforcement of
daily day-end operations and
acceleration of digital tools like
e-KYC, e-KCC and Sahakar Setu.

To ensure these reforms
translate  into  ground-level
results, Yasha Mudgal high-
lighted the importance of

consistent monitoring through
State Level (SLMIC) and District
Level (DLMIC) Monitoring and
Implementation Committee
meetings. She noted that regu-
lar oversight is non-negotiable
for successful delivery of these
initiatives.

The review also touched upon
critical supervisory concerns,
statutory compliance and mod-
ernization of banking infrastruc-
ture. Significant deliberation
was held regarding the e-PACS
project, formation of new
Multipurpose PACS (M-PACS)
and the status of credit linkages.

The Commissioner Secretary
placed heavy emphasis on
building institutional capac-
ity at the grassroots level, ad-
dressing cyber security and
implementing necessary HR
and governance reforms.

DC Pulwama reviews banking
performance at DLRC meeting

KT News Desk

PULWAMA, MARCH 27: Deputy
Commissioner, Pulwama, Dr
Basharat Qayoom on Friday
chaired the District Level Review
Committee (DLRC) meeting for
the third quarter of the financial
year 2025-26 at Circuit House,
Pulwama, to review the perfor-
mance of banks and the imple-
mentation of various financial
inclusion and employment gen-
eration schemes in the district.

Atthe outset, the Lead District
Manager (LDM), Pulwama, pre-
sented a detailed overview of
the district’s banking perfor-
mance. The Chair was apprised
that Pulwama recorded a year-
on-year growth of 9.03 percent
in deposits and 12.19 percent
in advances, while the Credit-
Deposit (CD) ratio increased by
3 percent. The district’s CD ratio
at the end of the third quarter
stood at 113.86 percent.

During the meeting, the DC re-
viewed bank-wise and sector-wise
performance under the District
Credit Plan (DCP). A detailed
review of employment genera-
tion schemes, including Mission
YUVA, PMEGP, PMFME, NRLM,
HADP and PM Vishwakarma, was
also conducted.

The Chair stressed upon all
banks and line departments to
ensure timely sanctioning and
disbursement of cases and to
minimise pendency. He direct-
ed strengthening coordination
among stakeholders to enhance
credit linkage and maximise
beneficiary coverage.

The DC laid special empha-
sis on the implementation of
social security schemes, in-
cluding PMJDY, PMJJBY, PMSBY
and APY. He directed banks to
intensify enrolment drives to
achieve saturation in a time-
bound manner and ensure wid-
er financial inclusion across all
sections of society.

Emphasising accountability,
the DC directed all banks to
improve their performance in
priority sector lending and de-
vise concrete strategies to meet
the annual targets. He also in-
structed regular monitoring of
bank-wise performance and
improvement in credit flow to
productive sectors.

The DC further stressed en-
hancing financial literacy and
awareness among the public
and directed concerned institu-
tions to conduct more outreach
programmes, especially in rural
and underserved areas.

On the occasion, the Deputy
Commissioner also launched the
Potential Linked Credit Plan for
District Pulwama for the financial
year 2026-27, aimed at providing
aroadmap for credit planning and
facilitating sector-wise growth in

alignment with the district’s de-
velopmental priorities.

Among others, the meeting

was attended by Chief Planning
Officer, Pulwama; Lead District
Manager; representatives of RBI
and NABARD; Cluster Head, J&K
Bank;
officers of line departments;
and representatives of various
banks and other stakeholders.

Director, RSETI; district

Div Com Kashmir reviews preparations
for Chintan Shivir in Srinagar

KT News Desk
SRINAGAR, MARCH 27:
Divisional Commissioner

Kashmir, Anshul Garg, on Friday
chaired a high-level meet-
ing to review arrangements
for the wupcoming Chintan
Shivir being organized by the
Ministry of Women and Child
Development, Government
of India, under the Poshan
Abhiyaan Department.

The two-day event, as per
an official statement, is ex-
pected to witness participa-
tion from Union Ministers,
Ministers from various States
and Union Territories, senior
administrative officials includ-
ing Secretaries and Directors,
officers from the Jammu &
Kashmir Administration, poli-
cymakers, domain experts,
and representatives from key
institutions.

The Chintan Shivir aims
to serve as a collaborative
platform for dialogue, inno-
vation, and strategic plan-
ning in the Women and Child
Development sector. The delib-
erations are expected to con-
tribute significantly towards
strengthening governance
frameworks and promoting
sustainable development.

During the meeting, the
Divisional Commissioner con-
ducted a comprehensive re-
view of arrangements at the
Sher-i-Kashmir  International
Convention Centre (SKICC),
the designated venue for the

event. He assessed the roles
and responsibilities of vari-
ous departments and agen-
cies, including Civil Aviation
and Airport Authorities, CISF,

Hospitality —and  Protocol,
Information, Transport
(RTO), State Motor Garages,

Police (Security and Traffic),
District Administrations of
Srinagar and Budgam, Fire and
Emergency Services, Health,
Floriculture, Tourism, Cultural
Organizations, and the Cable
Car Corporation.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of seamless coordination,

The Tourism Department
was instructed to arrange
cruise rides in Dal Lake and
prepare a detailed itinerary for
visits to prominent gardens.
Directions were also issued for
the deployment of magistrates
at the airport and event venue
to ensure smooth operations.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of coordinated efforts,
the Divisional Commissioner
underscored the need for close
inter-departmental collabora-
tion to ensure the smooth and
hassle-free & successful con-
duct of the event. The Senior

the Divisional Commissioner
directed all departments to
designate nodal officers to en-
sure efficient communication
and adherence to protocol. He
stressed the need for meticu-
lous security arrangements for
visiting dignitaries, proper al-
location of transport facilities,
and the successful organization
of a cultural program.

Superintendent  of
(Traffic), Srinagar, was specifi-
cally directed to ensure effec-
tive traffic management during
VIP movements.

The meeting was attended
by the Deputy Commissioners
of Srinagar
along with senior officials and
Divisional Level
concerned departments.

Police

and Budgam,
heads of all

DC Bandipora inaugurates
Training Programme
for Census 2027
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BANDIPORA, MARCH 27:
Deputy Commissioner

Bandipora, Indu Kanwal Chib,
on Friday inaugurated a dis-
trict-level training programme
for officers and officials associ-
ated with Census 2027 (Phase-I:
Houselisting & Housing Census)
at the Conference Hall, Mini
Secretariat Bandipora.

The training programme, as
per an official statement, was
organized to familiarize charge
officers, nodal officers, and oth-
er field functionaries with the
methodology, processes, and op-
erational aspects of the upcom-
ing census exercise, including the
use of the Census Management
& Monitoring System (CMMS).

Speaking on the occasion, the
Deputy Commissioner empha-
sized the critical importance of
data accuracy, stating that the
census is a highly sensitive and
foundational exercise on which
government policies, budget-
ing, and developmental plan-
ning are based. She urged all
officers to carry out their duties
with utmost diligence, respon-
sibility, and integrity.

Highlighting the need for
effective coordination, the DC
directed the District Nodal
Officer to remain in close
liaison with the Assistant
Commissioner Revenue (ACR)
Bandipora and Chief Planning
Officer (CPO) Bandipora to

ensure seamless execution of
the exercise across the district.

It was informed that the cen-
sus process involves multiple
layers of checks and balances
aimed at ensuring the reliabil-
ity and credibility of data.

During the session, par-
ticipants were briefed on key
components of the housel-
isting phase, registration of
enumerators and supervisors,
formation of blocks, and moni-
toring mechanisms through
CMMS dashboards.

The training witnessed active
participation from district and
sub-divisional level officers,
who engaged in detailed discus-
sions and sought clarifications
on various operational aspects
of the census. The programme
was attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Bandipora, Zaffar  Husson
Shawl; Assistant Commissioner
Revenue Bandipora; Chief
Planning Officer Bandipora;
SDM Sumbal; SDM Gurez;
the Nodal Officer; District
Coordinators; and other con-
cerned officers and officials.

Tribal Affairs Department achieves 100% benchmark
Refutes misleading claims on fund utilisation
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JAMMU, MARCH 27: The
Department of Tribal Affairs
(TAD) has issued a rigorous and
comprehensive rebuttal to re-
cent reports alleging that 87
per cent of funds allocated for
tribal welfare schemes remain
unutilised.

Terming such assertions as
factually incorrect and grossly
misleading, the Department
clarified that these claims do not
reflect the actual financial posi-
tion or the nuanced nature of
public fiscal cycles.

The Department, in its offi-
cial communique issued in this
regard, has clarified that the
performance for the 2025-2026
financial year demonstrates
a strategic and aggressive ap-
proach to tribal development,
underpinned by the achieve-
ment of 100 per cent utilisation
in several key flagship schemes.

To understand the
Department's financial health,
fund utilisation must be as-
sessed scheme-wise rather
than through a distorted ag-
gregate lens. For instance, the

Department has already re-
corded 100 per cent utilisation
in critical human-capital initia-
tives, including the Post-Matric
Scholarship for ST students and
the Pradhan Mantri Adi Adarsh
Gram Yojana (PMAAGY). These
funds have been fully disbursed
to eligible beneficiaries, ensur-
ing that educational support and
village transformation are deliv-
ered directly to the grassroots.
Similarly, the Tribal Research

Institute (TRI) has witnessed
near-complete utilisation at an
impressive 99.85 per cent, reflect-
ing a high level of administrative
efficiency and commitment to
tribal heritage and research.

The Department further ad-
dressed the progress of infra-
structure and district-level proj-
ects, which operate on a phased
expenditure model.

Under the UT Capex Budget for
Infrastructure for Tribal Welfare,

over 59 per cent of expenditure
has already been recorded as
work progresses on the ground.

While the Tribal Sub-Plan cur-
rently reflects a 23.52 per cent
utilisation rate, this figure is a
snapshot of payments currently
under active process in district
treasuries.

Addressing the specific fu-
ture-oriented initiatives, the
Department clarified the status
of the Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram
Utkarsh Abhiyan. It is logically
flawed to label these funds as
"unutilised" when the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs, Government
of India, has officially indicated
that the allocation is scheduled
for the first week of April 2026.
Criticising the expenditure of
funds that have not yet been re-
leased highlights the speculative
nature of the misleading reports.

The department remains
steadfast in its commitment to
the socio-economic upliftment
of tribal communities, ensur-
ing that every rupee is managed
with transparency, efficiency,
and a focus on improved service
delivery for the welfare of tribal
population.

DC Budgam chairs 45th NCORD meeting

Calls for united fight against Drug Menace, Zero Tolerance for Peddlers
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BUDGAM, MARCH 27: The 45th
District-Level NCORD (Narco
Coordination) Committee
meeting was convened on
Friday at the DC Office Budgam
under the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Budgam, Athar Aamir Khan,
along with SSP Budgam Nikhil
Borkar, to review the progress
of ongoing anti-drug initiatives
and to strategize further mea-
sures for achieving a drug-free
Budgam.

The meeting, as per an of-
ficial statement, was attended
by ADC Budgam, all SDMs, ACP,
CMO, Principals of Government
Degree Colleges, DIO, DSWO,
Medical Superintendent DH
Budgam, Executive Officers of
Municipal Committees, and
other concerned officers.

At the outset, a comprehen-
sive review of the action taken
on decisions from the previous
NCORD meeting was carried out.

Addressing the meeting, the
DC reiterated that drug abuse
is not merely a law enforce-
ment issue but a serious social
challenge impacting families

and communities. He stressed
that strict and decisive action
must continue against drug
peddlers, traffickers, and ille-
gal cultivators, while ensuring
a compassionate and support-
ive approach towards individ-
uals battling addiction.

He emphasized the need for
a multi-pronged strategy en-
compassing enforcement, de-
terrence, treatment, and mass
awareness. All departments
were directed to intensify ef-
forts to eliminate narcotics
cultivation and dismantle sup-
ply networks.

The DC underscored that
roadsides, embankments, and
Panchayat areas must remain
free from cannabis and poppy
cultivation through coordinat-
ed and sustained drives.

Reviewing enforcement
measures, the DC directed that
all chemist shops must ensure
100% CCTV coverage and adopt
Computerized Billing Systems
(CBS) to enhance transpar-
ency. He instructed the Drug
Inspector to conduct regular
inspections and ensure com-
pliance, including availabil-
ity of CCTV footage and billing

records.

The Excise Department was
directed to work in close co-
ordination with Agriculture,
Revenue, and Police depart-
ments for identification and
destruction of illicit crops,
along with registration of FIRs
against violators.

To strengthen grassroots
monitoring and awareness,
the DC directed that monthly
meetings be held in every
Gram Panchayat to review
the situation, spread aware-
ness, and ensure community
participation in the anti-drug
campaign.

SDMs were asked to en-
gage religious scholars and
local stakeholders to pro-
mote awareness against sub-
stance abuse and encourage
the concept of “Nasha-Mukt
Panchayats.”

The Rural Development
Department was tasked with
organizing  special  Gram
Sabhas focused on drug abuse
awareness, while the DSWO
was directed to launch exten-
sive IEC campaigns across ru-
ral and urban areas, including
educational institutions.
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JKAACL commemorates 150 years of 'Vande Mataram' with cultural showcase, youth participation
EL g
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Srinagar, Mar 27: As part of
the nationwide commemora-
tion marking 150 years of the
National Song ‘Vande Mataram’,
the Jammu & Kashmir Academy
of Art, Culture and Languages
(JKAACL) on Friday organised a
grand cultural event at Tagore
Hall, Srinagar, under a special
phase campaign being observed
from March 23 to 30.

The national campaign aims
to celebrate ‘Vande Mataram’
and its unique role in India’s his-
tory through activities including

mass singing, exhibitions, and
cultural programmes across the
country. The initiative seeks to
invoke a deep sense of patrio-
tism while reconnecting youth
and students with the song's
original revolutionary spirit and
enduring legacy.

The programme commenced
with a soulful live rendition of
‘Vande Mataram’ by student
artists of the Institute of Music
and Fine Arts (IMFA), followed
by the screening of a short
documentary highlighting the
history, legacy, and lasting sig-
nificance of the song in India’s

al consciousness.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

freedom movement and nation- A

vibrant  cultural  pro-
gramme presented by Sonzal

Art & Cultural
showcased music and artistic

programme.
Organisation

expressions rooted in patrio-
tism and cultural heritage. The
event also featured a compelling
theatre play staged by artists of
Kalidas Theatre Srinagar, which
drew appreciation from the au-
dience. A calligraphy session
on the theme ‘Vande Mataram’
was also organised, reflecting
creative interpretations of the
iconic national song.

Over 200 students from vari-
ous schools across Srinagar par-
ticipated enthusiastically in the

The event was attended by
Additional Secretary, Kashmir,

JKAACL, Ideel Saleem; Joint
Director Information Kashmir,
Syed  Shanawaz  Bukhari;
Veteran Actor, Director,
Producer, and Theatre Artist,
Ayash Arif; along with other of-
ficers, artists, and members of
civil society.

The programme concluded
with a strong message of pa-
triotism and cultural pride, reaf-
firming the timeless relevance
of ‘Vande Mataram’ and its en-
during ability to inspire unity,
identity, and national spirit
among the people, especially
the younger generation.

Ensure smooth

in navigating the present circumstances.

The Prime Minister highlighted that the situ-
ation remains dynamic, necessitating continu-
ous monitoring and adaptive strategies. He said
that an Inter-Ministerial Group has been oper-
ational since 3 March, reviewing the situation
on a daily basis and taking timely decisions.
He stressed that the Government’s priorities
are to maintain economic and trade stability,
ensure energy security, safeguard the interests
of citizens, and strengthen industry and supply
chains.

Emphasising the critical role of States, the
Prime Minister noted that effective implemen-
tation of decisions takes place at the State lev-
el. He called for constant communication and
coordination between the Centre and States,
along with timely sharing of information and
joint decision-making, so that responses are
swift and well-aligned.

He urged States to ensure the smooth func-
tioning of supply chains and to take strict
measures against hoarding and profiteering.
He highlighted the importance of activating
control rooms at State and District levels and
maintaining administrative alertness to pre-
vent disruptions.

He also stressed the need for advance plan-
ning in the agriculture sector, particularly in
monitoring fertiliser storage and distribution,
so that farmers do not face difficulties during
the upcoming Kharif season.

The Prime Minister cautioned against the
spread of misinformation and rumours, stat-
ing that timely dissemination of accurate and
credible information is essential to prevent
panic. He also advised vigilance against online
frauds and fake agents. PM called for special at-
tention in border and coastal States to address
any emerging challenges related to shipping,
essential supplies, and maritime operations.

He underscored the importance of main-
taining public confidence, noting that assur-
ance regarding the availability of essential
commodities would help prevent unnecessary
panic among citizens.

He further suggested that States with citi-
zens in West Asia should activate helplines, ap-
point nodal officers, and establish district-level
support systems to assist affected families and
ensure timely flow of information.

The Prime Minister stated that efforts un-
dertaken in recent years to strengthen India’s
economic and supply systems are proving ben-
eficial in the current context. He called for con-
tinued engagement with industry and MSMEs
to address their concerns and ensure stability
in production and employment.

He also emphasised the need for robust co-
ordination mechanisms at all levels, including
regular reviews at the level of Chief Secretaries
and continuous monitoring at the district level,
to enable quick response to evolving situations.

He called for a parallel focus on immedi-
ate response and long-term preparedness. He
urged States to accelerate efforts in promoting
alternative energy sources such as biofuels, so-
lar energy, GOBARdhan initiative, electric mo-
bility, as well as expanding piped natural gas
connections.

He also highlighted the importance of en-
hancing domestic exploration of oil and natu-
ral gas, with active cooperation from States.

He reiterated that addressing the challenge
is a shared responsibility and expressed confi-
dence that, working together as “Team India,”
the nation will successfully overcome the
situation.

During the meeting, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh highlighted that the government
has been working actively under the leadership
of Prime Minister to tackle this crisis and tak-
ing positive steps such as ensuring timely avail-
ability of LPG and reducing the excise duties on
petrol and diesel.

He further highlighted the need for collec-
tive action from all states, UTs and the centre to
tackle the ongoing situation.

Cabinet Secretary T V Somanathan gave a
presentation on the current situation and enu-
merated steps and recommendations for States
to tackle the situation.

Chief Ministers appreciated the steps taken
by the central government under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister to tackle the situation.
They also praised the diplomatic outreach of
Prime Minister to different countries amidst
this crisis to ensure the well being of Indian
citizens abroad.

Chief Ministers across states expressed con-
fidence that the situation remains stable, with
adequate availability of petrol, diesel, and LPG,
and continuous monitoring mechanisms in
place to ensure uninterrupted supply of essen-
tial commodities.

They widely welcomed the decision to re-
duce excise duty on fuel, noting that it will pro-
vide significant relief to citizens amid global
uncertainties. Chief Ministers also welcomed
the decision to increase commercial LPG allo-
cation to states and union territories to 70% of
pre-crisis levels, up from 50%.

They reaffirmed commitment to work
in close coordination with the Centre to

effectively manage the evolving situation and
safeguard the interests of citizens. (KNO)

LG hails PM’s ‘historic’

Export duties strategically levied at Rs. 21.5
per litre on diesel and Rs. 29.5 on aviation
turbine fuel, prioritizing ample domestic sup-
ply. My deepest gratitude to Hon’ble PM Shri
Narendra Modi Ji for this visionary interven-
tion, which ensures affordability, restrains
price escalation, and prioritizes India’s inter-
ests above all. While global markets are in tur-
moil, our citizens remain shielded and secure.”

Avalanche hits

trapped passengers.

Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Ganderbal Khalil Poswal, along with SSP Kargil
and Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kargil, reached
the site to supervise the rescue efforts.

The SSP told reporters that incident hap-
pened in the afternoon. “Rescue operations are
on. Twelve persons came under the avalanche,
of which five have died, while seven others
sustained injuries, they are undergoing treat-
ment,” he added.

Officials said teams from Beacon, Border
Roads Organisation (BRO), police, and local ad-
ministration are engaged in clearing the road
and retrieving vehicles buried under the snow.

Meanwhile, Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh,
Vinai Kumar Saxena, said he has directed the
concerned officials to ensure immediate rescue
and relief measures. “All government agencies,
including disaster relief forces and BRO, have
been put on high alert. [ am personally moni-
toring the situation,” he said.

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh expressed
grief over the incident, stating, “Saddened to
learn about the tragic deaths and injuries af-
ter avalanche hit vehicles at Zojila Pass. My
sincere condolences to the bereaved families.
All required assistance is being provided to the
injured.”

Lieutenant Governor speaks to senior offi-
cials, takes stock of rescue and relief operations
at Zojila

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha spoke to
the senior officials and took stock of the rescue
and relief operations following the tragic ava-
lanche at Zojila, Ganderbal.

Sinha extended his heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved families who have lost their loved
ones in the unfortunate incident and prayed
for the speedy recovery of the injured. He has
directed the officials to ensure the safety of the
stranded persons and extend all possible assis-
tance to those affected.

“Deeply pained by the loss of precious lives
due to the tragic avalanche at Zojila. My heart
goes out to the bereaved families in this hour
of grief. I pray for the speedy recovery of the
injured,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah expressed
deep sorrow over the tragic loss of lives in an
avalanche at Zojila Pass today. He extended
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved families
and prayed for the speedy recovery of the in-
jured. (KNO)

CMOmar Abdullah

were stranded in Iran during the conflict and
that long queues at petrol pumps were also
an outcome of the war. He stressed that the
Assembly had the right to express its views on
issues affecting the people.

Referring to India’s ties with countries in-
volved in the conflict, Abdullah said India
maintains relations with the United States,
Israel, and Iran. He urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to use these relations to push
for an end to the war.

Omar said ending the conflict would help re-
duce suffering and called for efforts aimed at
restoring peace. He emphasized that the issue
should be seen from a humanitarian perspec-
tive and urged steps to stop the loss of lives.
(KNO)

J&K Assembly approves

commencement of the holy month of
Ramadhan. The budget session resumed today.
(KNO)

CJISuryaKantin

visit, the Chief Justice of India is scheduled
to inaugurate the newly constructed District
Court Complexes at Leh and Kargil, along
with the office of the Ladakh Legal Services
Authority, which will ensure enhanced access
to justice with state-of-the-art facilities.

A mega legal services camp and awareness
programme is being organised as part of the
visit, aimed at enhancing legal awareness and
outreach among the local population.

This visit is also a sequel to the North Zone
conference held in July 2025 at SKICC, Srinagar,
on the theme “Reaffirming the Constitutional
Vision of Justice for Defence Personnel &
Tribals: Bridging the Gaps”. In this regard,
Justice Surya Kant shall be interacting with
Army personnel to further strengthen insti-
tutional engagement and address their legal
concerns.

The visit marks a significant step towards

strengthening judicial infrastructure and pro-
moting access to justice in the remote and
challenging terrains of Ladakh. (KNO)

‘Govt will ensure

while safeguarding freedom of speech and
expression.

MLA, Ranbir Singh Pathania, while initiating
the discussion on tackling fake news and misin-
formation in Jammu & Kashmir, said that while
freedom of speech is a fundamental right, it
must be protected from being misinterpreted
and misused. He called for a robust regulatory
framework, proposing a 36-hour takedown
mechanism, clear district-level definitions of
fake news, and effective corrective measures.

Highlighting the rise of unregulated digi-
tal platforms, particularly on Facebook and
Instagram, he stressed the need for mandatory
registration and regulatory oversight.

Pathania also advocated for a UT-level Fact
Check Unit (FCU) and grievance redressal sys-
tems on social media platforms. Citing global
frameworks like the Online Safety Act and the
Digital Services Act, along with measures in
Singapore and Indian states like Karnataka and
Madhya Pradesh, he stressed on adopting the
best practices in J&K.

He proposed a multi-pronged approach, in-
cluding an FCU, stakeholder involvement, citi-
zen reporting mechanisms, coordination with
national initiatives, timely clarifications and
defined takedown timelines.

Pathania emphasized that the key challenge
is ensuring accountability while addressing
impunity, reiterating the need for a balanced
framework to curb misinformation while safe-
guarding democratic values.

MLA, Dr. Bashir Ahmad Shah Veeri stated
that in the present times, misinformation has
taken deep roots and is impacting almost every
aspect of public life. He cautioned that if not
curbed in a timely manner, it could have seri-
ous consequences for society and governance.

He emphasized that all stakeholders must
play a constructive role and urged that account-
ability must be clearly fixed, expressing hope
that the government will take effective steps in
this regard to ensure responsible communica-
tion and curb the spread of misinformation.

MLA, Iftikhar Ahmad said that the media
has an important role to play in society, and
while many are doing commendable work,
some elements are unfortunately indulging in
the spread of fake news. He stressed the need
for a clear policy framework, suggesting that
minimum qualifications and standards be pre-
scribed for individuals practicing journalism to
uphold credibility and professionalism.

MLA, Sajjad Shaheen also stated that there
should be minimum qualification criteria for
individuals engaged in media and information
dissemination and the space should not be a
free-for-all. He emphasized that unverified
and misleading content must be effectively
restricted, calling for proper regulation to de-
termine eligibility and accountability of those
operating in the digital and media space.

MLA Khurshied Ahmed in his address said
that the media forms the fourth pillar of de-
mocracy and lauded those who are perform-
ing their duties responsibly for the benefit of
society.

He, however, noted that certain elements in-
dulge in spreading fake news and stressed that
strict provisions should be put in place to take
such elements to task, including the imposition
of appropriate penalties to ensure accountabil-
ity and deter misinformation.

MLA Pawan Gupta, while speaking on the
occasion, raised concerns over several media
outlets and channels operating without proper
authorization from the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting. He noted that many plat-
forms function without requisite licenses, un-
derscoring the need for strict regulatory mea-
sures to tackle the spread of fake news.

MLA Nazir Ahmad Khan (Gurezi) stated that
with the ease of creating channels and digital
portals, individuals are increasingly enter-
ing the information space without adequate
regulation. He cautioned that once a person’s
image is tarnished through false or misleading
information, it becomes extremely difficult to
restore, highlighting the serious consequences
of fake news.

He pointed out that there is a lack of com-
prehensive legal provisions to regulate such
channels and platforms, while strongly advo-
cating for enacting a robust law to effectively
tackle this growing menace.

MLA Rafiq Ahmad Naik suggested that there
should be strict legal provisions to effectively
curb the spread of fake news and misinforma-
tion. He observed that people today are well
aware and informed and therefore emphasized
the need for responsible dissemination of in-
formation, cautioning against the misuse of
digital platforms for misleading narratives.

MLA Nizam-ud-din Bhat observed that the
media landscape has undergone a significant
evolution, bringing both the opportunities and
challenges in the dissemination of information.

He noted that the rise of provocative con-
tent and instances of defamation has become

a matter of concern, stressing that if society is
to be kept informed through accurate and fac-
tual information for the collective good, it is es-
sential to ensure that this right is not infringed
upon.

Bhat added that legal provisions already ex-
ist and emphasized the need for their effective
implementation to safeguard truth and ac-
countability in the media space.

He further remarked that the issue is funda-
mentally one of ethics, urging all stakeholders
to adhere to responsible practices and uphold
the integrity of information dissemination.

MLA Dr.Rameshwar Singh stated that while
there are many responsible media profession-
als, there are also individuals without requisite
qualifications who indulge in defamation and
tarnishing of reputations. He stressed the need
for regulatory oversight and accountability,
suggesting that a proper system be put in place
to verify credentials and curb such practices.

MLA, Dr.Sajjad Shafi, while speaking during
the discussion, emphasized that there should
be a minimum educational qualification for
individuals entering journalism to ensure re-
sponsible reporting in the interest of society.
He hailed the role of professional media per-
sons but also stated that some fake media per-
sons indulge in black mailing.

He noted that members across party lines are
in agreement on the need for a law to regulate
the sector and curb the spread of fake news,
reflecting a shared commitment towards ac-
countability and responsible media practices.

MLA Saif-ud-Din Bhat stated that while many
journalists are doing commendable work,
there are some who unfortunately indulge in
the spread of fake news. He emphasized the
need to distinguish responsible journalism
from misinformation, and called for measures
to uphold credibility and accountability in the
media space.

MLA Pirzada Farooq Ahmad Shah stated that
the media has a crucial role in holding the gov-
ernment accountable and strengthening dem-
ocratic institutions.

He clarified that the intent is not to target
genuine media houses but stressed the need for
a proper regulatory mechanism to ensure ac-
countability. He further suggested that District
Development Commissioners be authorized to
monitor and oversee media activities at the lo-
cal level, so that responsibility can be clearly
fixed on those misusing the platform.

MLA Sham Lal Sharma observed that profes-
sional ethics and values in the media space are
witnessing a decline, stressing the need to up-
hold the rule of law.

He noted that while laws and monitoring
mechanisms already exist, there is a need for
the Government to be more proactive in their
implementation. He urged to put in place suit-
able mechanism at District level to curb misuse
of social media and to check fake news.

Sharma further suggested the formation
of a House committee, in coordination with
Accredited media representatives, to strength-
en oversight and ensure adherence to ethical
standards and accountability in the dissemina-
tion of information.

MLA Aga Syed Muntazir Mehdi stated that
the State must effectively perform its duties to
ensure that laws are implemented in letter and
spirit.

LGinteracts with

visit to Poonch, Rajouri, Jammu, and Srinagar,
where the students were exposed to diverse
environments and institutions.

The tour also marked several first-time ex-
periences, including rail travel to Srinagar and
exposure to urban settings such as shopping
complexes, Air Force Station, Jammu and expo-
sure to Army way of life significantly broaden-
ing their outlook and confidence.

‘Power projects

house that the draft has been put in the pub-
lic domain for comments and suggestions from
various stakeholders and the general public.

“After due consideration of the inputs, the
policy shall be finalized and notified,” the gov-
ernment said.

It also said that the new policy is expected
to give a push to development of projects on
small rivers and streams by bringing in private
players into the hydropower power sector in a
big way.

“This will in turn uplift the socio-economic
status of the local population and create job
opportunities during construction and opera-
tion of these projects,” the house was informed.

The government also informed that under
the new policy, the IPP (project developer) is
required to supply free power, royalty to J&K
upon completion of a specified time after start
of commercial operation of the project.

“The supply of free power by the IPP to J&K
reduces the overall cost of purchase of electric-
ity by Jak and consequently benefits the power
consumers of the whole of UT,” the govern-
ment said. (KNO)

Speaker for comprehensive

Legislative Assembly on measures to address

the spread of fake news and misinformation in
Jammu & Kashmir

Highlighting the serious implications of mis-
information on public trust and social harmo-
ny, Advocate Rather underscored that any pro-
posed legislation must be carefully designed
to ensure both effectiveness and balance. He
stressed that the law should be formulated af-
ter an extensive study of existing legal frame-
works and best practices adopted by various
states and other jurisdictions.

Advocating on a well-researched approach,
the Speaker said that such legislation should
aim to create a robust mechanism capable of
countering fake news while safeguarding dem-
ocratic values and responsible communication.

‘Hydropower capacity

hydropower capacity by 2035.”

It also said that the UT of J&K has an esti-
mated hydropower potential of around 18000
Megawatts (MWSs) out of which around 15000
MWs has been identified.

“Out of the identified potential, 3540.15
MWs (24%) has been harnessed or developed
till date. This includes 13 projects of aggre-
gate capacity 1197.4 MWs in the UT sector, 6
projects of aggregate capacity 2250 MW in
the Central sector and 12 Projects of aggregate
capacity 92.75 MW in the IPP (private) sector,”
the government said.

It also informed the house that a capacity
addition of around 100-150 MW is expected in
the IPP (private) sector during this period.

“Consequently, the total installed hydro-
power capacity of the UT is expected to reach
around 11000 MW by 2035, the government
said. (KNO)

‘Over 6.5 lakh meters

6,52,548 meters have been installed by
KPDCL and 6,76,185 by JPDCL.

The government said the metering process
will continue in non-metered areas as well
as for irrigation pump sets across the Union
Territory.

On tariff concerns, the department clarified
that metered irrigation pump sets are billed on
actual consumption recorded through meters.
For unmetered consumers, charges are levied
on a flat rate linked to sanctioned load as per
norms set by the Joint Electricity Regulatory
Commission.

Responding to concerns over high charges
for farmers, the government said electricity
for small and marginal farmers is already be-
ing supplied at subsidised rates. It added that
the tariff for agricultural consumers in Jammu
and Kashmir is lower than that in neighbouring
Punjab.

The response also said policy decisions are
guided by tariff orders issued by the regula-
tory commission for the agriculture sector in
the Union Territory. (KNO)

Over1.52 lakh

the last three years (June 2023 to September
2025).

The data, accessed by the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), reveals
that Srinagar Municipal Corporation (SMC)
sterilised 21,600 dogs, Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) carried out 13,730 sterilisa-
tions, while other Urban Local Bodies (ULBs)
accounted for 7,870 cases.

The government further said that the sterili-
sation programme is being monitored through
a multi-tier mechanism, including UT and ULB-
level monitoring committees, real-time track-
ing through ABC mobile applications, regular
reporting systems, CCTV surveillance at cen-
tres, financial monitoring, and grievance re-
dressal mechanisms.

Responding to queries regarding third-par-
ty evaluation, it said no formal independent
third-party assessment has been conducted so
far. However, it added that the programme is
under continuous monitoring by committees
at state and municipal levels, including repre-
sentatives from concerned departments and
animal welfare organisations.

Highlighting steps to address public safety
concerns, particularly for children and elderly
citizens, the government said several measures
have been initiated. These include expansion
and strengthening of Animal Birth Control (ABC)
centres, continuous sterilisation and anti-rabies
vaccination drives, and establishment of desig-
nated feeding spots away from public places.

The government also said that land has been
identified for setting up dog shelters and ABC
centres, while mobile sterilisation units are be-
ing deployed in coordination with the Animal
Husbandry Department.

It added that regular sanitation drives are
being conducted to reduce waste that attracts
stray dogs, alongside training of dog-catching
staff and public awareness campaigns.

The government further said that it is com-
plying with directions of the Supreme Court in
a suo motu writ petition regarding stray ani-
mal management and has framed a structured
and humane strategy focusing on sterilisation,
vaccination, infrastructure augmentation, and
public safety measures. (KNO)
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CJI writes to HCs for expeditious filling of vacant
posts prioritising elevation of women judges

New Delhi, Mar 27: Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant has
written to chief justices of
high courts for expeditious
filling up of judicial vacancies
with special focus on eleva-
tion of women judges for en-
suring diversity in the bench-
es. According to sources, the
CJI wrote to chief justices of
25 high courts last week and
highlighted the vacancies of
judges in higher judiciary and
increase the representation of
women in the benches.

The CJI, who has earlier
flagged poor representation of
women judges, also asked the
chief justices not to delay the
recommendation of collegiums
and endeavour for taking steps
for filling of the vacancies even
before actual vacancy arises.

On March 8, while speak-
ing at a function, CJI Kant
batted for greater institution-
al reforms in the judiciary to
bring more women into the
legal field and said that high

court collegiums should con-
sider meritorious women
members of the bar for judge-
ship as a norm and not as an
exception.

The CJI requested the high
court collegiums to widen the
zone of their consideration
and include women advocates

from their states who are
practising in the Supreme
Court for elevation. He had
highlighted that multiple
women are currently serving
as chief justices of different
high courts, and the Punjab
and Haryana High Court has
as many as 18 sitting women

judges. Similarly, the Madras
and Bombay High Courts also
have about a dozen female
judges each, he had said.

CJI Kant had also pointed out
that women comprise approx-
imately 36.3 per cent of the
working strength of judicial
officers at the district level.

"Friends, this is not a sim-
ple statistic; I would argue it
reflects a generational shift.
If we speak of a pipeline, it
is here that it is visibly wid-
ening. And when the base of
the system reflects greater
inclusion, it is only a matter of
time before that strength finds
expression in the higher judici-
ary," he had said.

According to data tabled in
Lok Sabha by Union minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal in Feb-
ruary, 170 women judges have
been appointed in the high
courts since 2014, including 96
in the last five years, and six in
the Supreme Court.

The data said 116 women
judges were serving in the high
courts as on February 6. It said
that 308 posts of high court
judges were vacant as against
the sanctioned strength of
1122 judges.

As on February 6, the high
courts have a working strength
of 814 judges and the Supreme
Court as on date has 33 judges
including one woman judge.

Google expands Search Live
globally, now available in

additional Indian

IANS

New Delhi, March 27: Google has
rolled out Search Live globally, ena-
bling interactive, real-time conversa-
tions with Search in Al Mode across
more than 200 countries and territo-
ries, using both voice and camera, a
new blog post said.

The US tech giant said the expansion
is powered by a new audio and voice
model, Gemini 3.1 Flash Live, which the
company claims delivers more natural,
intuitive and multilingual conversations,
allowing people to speak with Search in

languages

their preferred language.

The report further said Search Live,
first launched in India in English and
Hindi, is now available in additional
Indian languages, including Bengali,
Gujarati, Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi,
Odia, Tamil, Telugu, and Urdu.

Google described Search Live as a
tool for moments when typing requires
effort, and the feature is accessible via
the Google app on Android and iOS by
tapping the Live icon under the Search
bar.

Users can ask their questions out loud
to get a helpful audio response, then con-
tinue the conversation with follow-up
questions or dive deeper with helpful
web links, the company said.

“If you want to ask about something
in front of you, like how to install a new
shelving unit, you can enable your cam-
era to add visual context,” the post said,
adding that the feature "can see what
your camera sees and offer helpful sug-
gestions, plus links to more information
on the web".

Amit Shah to release BJP's list
of charges against TMC today

Kolkata, Mar 27: Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah will on Saturday unveil
a compilation of the BJP's allegations
against the TMC government in West
Bengal ahead of the assembly elections
in the state, a senior party leader said.

The document, titled 'Abhiyognama' or
‘charge sheet', compiles alleged instances
of corruption and misgovernance dur-
ing the 15-year tenure of Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee.

Shah is scheduled to arrive in Kolka-
ta late on Friday evening and release the
‘charge sheet' at a hotel in New Town on
Saturday afternoon.

The 'charge sheet' will highlight the
alleged "failures" of the TMC government
across 14 sectors, the leader said.

Allegations related to corruption in the
administration, collapse of law and order,
safety concerns for women, prevalence
of syndicate raj, and crises in health and
education are expected to figure promi-
nently in the 'charge sheet', he said.

The BJP plans to use the 'charge sheet’
to underscore TMC's alleged short-
comings and subsequently present

alternatives in its election manifesto
or 'Sankalp Patra', which is likely to be
released in the first week of April, he
added. Shah has made multiple visits to
West Bengal over the past two months,
participating in organisational meetings,
public rallies, and outreach programmes,
including the 'Poriborton Yatra', to
strengthen the party's grassroots net-
work and fine-tune poll strategies.

West Bengal's 294-member assembly
will go to the polls in two phases, on April
23 and April 29, with counting of votes
scheduled on May 4.

AIIMS Delhi surgeons
remove 21.8 kg uterine
sarcoma tumour in
high-risk operation

PTI

New Delhi, Mar 27: Doctors at AIIMS Delhi's Dr B
R Ambedkar Institute Rotary Cancer Hospital (Dr
BRA-IRCH) successfully removed a massive 21.8-
kg tumour from a 46-year-old woman diagnosed
with advanced uterine sarcoma this week.

The Delhi resident, who was also recently
diagnosed with diabetes and hypertension, had
endured progressive abdominal fullness for four
months, followed by severe distension, pain, and
functional limitations over the last three months.
However, she reported no bowel or bladder issues.

After receiving initial symptomatic treatment,
she underwent evaluation and was found to have a
gigantic mass filling her entire abdomen and pelvis,
according to Dr M D Ray, a professor in the Depart-
ment of Surgical Oncology at Dr BRA-IRCH.

"On examination, we found a tumour measuring
approximately 45 cm, occupying the whole abdo-
men," Dr Ray said.

The rapidly growing mass was compressing vital
organs like the kidneys and ureters, risking renal
failure within a month or two. It also triggered low-
er back pain, walking difficulties, and respiratory
distress, he told PTI.

On March 23, the team performed an explorato-
ry laparotomy, which revealed the tumour's origin
in the uterus. Surgeons excised the uterus, ovaries,
fallopian tubes, and the enormous tumour in a gru-
elling five-hour procedure.

The operation carried high risks, including
potential rupture of major vessels and massive
haemorrhage leading to shock, Dr Ray explained.

Yet, blood loss was limited to 500 ml, managed
with one unit of packed red blood cells (PRBC)
intraoperatively.

Post-surgery, the patient was shifted to the
ICU for close monitoring. Dr Rakesh Garg was the
anaesthetist in charge who managed intra op and
ICU care properly, Dr Ray said, adding that remark-
ably, she began walking the very next day and is
recovering swiftly. "She is likely to be discharged
today," he said.

"The takeaway is that a massive tumour does not
necessarily mean it is inoperable or considered ter-
minal. With expert care and an expert centre, it can
be managed effectively,” he added.

Around 1,068 hectares of railway land is
under encroachment: Railway Minister

PTI

New Delhi, Mar 27: Around 1,068
hectares of land owned by Indian
Railways is under encroachment
across the country, which is only
0.21 per cent of the total 4.99 lakh
hectares of land, Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw informed the Ra-
jyaSabha on Friday.

Replying to supplementary queries
during Question Hour, the minister
said that if one sees the utilisation of
all railway land, nearly 80 per cent of
the land is near the tracks, 5 per cent
around it, while the remaining 15 per
cent of land is used for development of
stations, colonies, hospitals and other
things.

"Around 0.21 per cent of Railway
land is under illegal encroachment
in the country,” he told members in
the House.

"It is correct that this illegal
encroachment on land is a serious
problem. Action has also been taken,
but timely action has also been tak-
en from time to time. But every time
such an action is taken, a humanitari-
an approach is adopted, as the poorest
people have set up jhuggis on railway
land. Wherever possible, a practical
solution has been taken together with
state governments," he said.

He also informed the Upper House
that several good initiatives have been
taken to protect railway land. Among
the technological steps taken, he said,
complete digitisation of railway land
has been done, and electronic land
records have been put on a portal.

"Each and every plot of land has
been properly mapped and electron-
ically preserved. Surveys have also
been done through drones and satel-
lite images of the land of all railway
land. Overall, further encroachment
has been stopped significantly.

"There have been some good exam-
ples of getting railway land vacated. In
Surat, we have worked together with
the state government, which assured

to provide houses under PM Awas
Yojna to those who had encroached
railway land. Hence, a humanitarian
approach was adopted, and land was
vacated, and development work was
taken forward," he told the members.
He said wherever states help, they
yield good results, and the issue of
land comes under the state govern-
ment, and hence the centre works
together with state governments.
The minister said the Railways
is using two basic technologies --
satellite technology and second is
drone-based surveys and both pro-
duce maps, and then the same is
compared with our reference maps to
find out, through Al and algorithms.
"If any new encroachments have
happened, we are able to take
immediate steps. That is why fresh
encroachment has significantly
reduced and almost stopped. The
problem is more of the encroach-
ment that has been there for many
decades now," he said. For utilisation
of unused land, the minister said the
Railways has created a very transpar-
ent mechanism in the last few years,
and the results of that are now visible.
"Railways have an authority called
the Railway Land Development
Authority. Though some non-trans-
parent steps were taken during the

UPA, we have now started developing
land through a transparent tendering
process, and there have been several
examples of development of railway
land through a transparent tender
process, where revenues are shared.

"During the current financial year,
we are expected to receive Rs 900
crore revenue out of that, and this
is going to increase significantly,”
Vaishnaw informed the house.

In his written reply to the starred
question, the minister said, "Regular
inspections, demarcations and periodical
verification of the railway land bound-
aries are carried out by the railway
administration, and accordingly, land
records are updated. Indian Railway
works closely with state revenue author-
ities to ensure continuous verification
and updation of land records wherever
required.” "During the last five years,
about 98.02 Ha of railway land has been
reclaimed from encroachments. The
vacant railway land is utilized for infra-
structural development viz.

"Multi-tracking, Railway Work-
shops, New Passenger Terminals,
Cargo Terminals, etc., as per oper-
ational needs. Land, which is not
immediately required by Railways, is
entrusted to Rail Land Development
Authority (RLDA) for commercial uti-
lisation," the Railway minister said.

Govt introducesJan
Vishwas amendment bill

in Lok Sabha

PTI

New Delhi, Mar 27: The government on Friday intro-
duced a bill in the Lok Sabha to amend certain provi-
sions for decriminalising and rationalising minor of-
fences to further promote ease of doing business and
living.

The Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2026,
was introduced by Minister of State for Commerce and
Industry Jitin Prasada after incorporating recommenda-
tions of a select committee.

It seeks to amend certain enactments to decriminalise
and rationalise offences to further enhance trust-based
governance for ease of living and doing business.

Congress Members K Kavya and GK Padavi opposed
the introduction of the bill, stating that it infringes on
the basic structure of the Indian Constitution.

Padavi urged the government to resend the bill to the
select committee or a joint parliamentary committee.

"This is an administrative oversight...the Bill is arbi-
trary and encourages corruption, and it should be
reexamined," Padavi said, adding that a dissent note has
been given in the select committee report also.

Prasada said detailed consultations have been held on
the bill, and it is decriminalising only minor offences.

Prasada said the bill enhances ease of doing business
and living by decriminalising minor offences and imple-
menting measures, such as revising fines and penalties
proportionate to the offence, and setting up appellate
authorities.

"It proposes to amend 79 central acts, administered
by 23 ministries, or a total of 784 provisions, are being
proposed to be amended, out of which 717 provisions
are being decriminalised to foster ease of doing business
and 67 provisions are being proposed to facilitate ease
of living," he said.

On March 17, the bill was withdrawn from the Lok
Sabha for reintroduction after incorporating recommen-
dations of a select committee.

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goy-
al, on March 18 last year, had introduced the Jan
Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2025, in
the Lok Sabha, and it was referred to the select
committee.

This exercise builds on the success of the Jan Vishwas
(Amendment of Provisions) Act, 2023, the first consoli-
dated legislation to systematically decriminalise minor
offences across multiple Acts.

The 2023 Act, notified on August 11, 2023, decrimi-
nalised 183 provisions in 42 Central Acts administered
by 19 ministries/departments.

“Two accounts, one phone’
WhatsApp rolls out new
features for iPhone users,
introduces Meta Al tools

PTI

New Delhi, Mar 27: Meta-owned messaging platform
WhatsApp on Friday announced a slew of new features,
allowing Apple iPhone users to operate two accounts
on a single device simultaneously, while also introduc-
ing new artificial intelligence (Al) tools for photo edit-
ing and drafting messages.

The 'two accounts, one phone' feature, which was pre-
viously available only to Android users, is now rolling out
on iOS. The company in a blog post said the update elim-
inates the need for users to carry two separate devices
to manage personal and work conversations. Users will
be able to identify the active account via a profile picture
visible in the bottom tab of the app.

Riding the generative Al wave, WhatsApp is also inte-
grating Meta Al directly into chats. Users can now utilise
Meta Al to touch up photos, remove distracting elements,
swap backgrounds, or apply different styles before send-
ing an image.

Additionally, an 'Al Writing Help' feature will now
draft suggested responses based on the context of the
conversation.

Addressing potential security concerns regarding the Al
tool, WhatsApp emphasised that user chats will remain
"completely private".

The company noted that the Meta Al features may not
be available to all users immediately.

The update also simplifies cross-platform chat trans-
fers. The platform now officially supports moving chat
history, including photos and videos, from iOS to Android
devices.

Other additions include predictive sticker suggestions,
allowing users to swap an emoji for a suggested sticker
as they type.

The new features are rolling out and will be available
to everyone soon, WhatsApp said.
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Rubio tries to sell Iran war

UK says Iran can't be . . Nepal’s youngest
allowedtoholdglobal | ¢ gkeptical G7 diplomats prime minister takes
economy hostage oath of office

Vaux-de-Cerney (France), Mar 27: UK For-
eign Secretary Yvette Cooper has called for
a “swift resolution” to the war in the Middle
East and the reopening of the Strait of Hor-
muz.

Speaking at a meeting of G7 foreign min-
isters on the outskirts of Paris, Cooper said
Iran is undermining the global economy by
blocking international shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz, the world's most important
waterway for oil shipments.

“Frankly, Iran cannot be allowed to hold the
global economy hostage as a result of a strait
that is vital to international shipping routes
and the freedom of navigation,” she said.

American investors view
IPL as highest sports growth
opportunity in world: RCB's

after Trump insults allies

Vaux-De-Cernay (France), Mar 27:
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio
is in France meeting his Group of
Seven foreign minister counter-
parts on Friday, after President
Donald Trump attacked NATO
countries over a reluctance or re-
fusal to take part in the Iran war,
a conflict that some of America’s
closest allies have met with deep
skepticism.

Rubio will have a hard time
trying to sell the other top dip-
lomats from G7 countries on the
US strategy for the Iran conflict,
to which almost all nations have
raised objections. On his arrival
at the meeting venue at a historic
12-century abbey in Vaux-de-Cer-

NATO because NATO has done
absolutely nothing,” Trump said.

a threat like this,” Rubio said at the
Cabinet meeting.

AP

Kathmandu, Mar 27: Ne-
pal’s youngest prime min-
ister took the oath of of-
fice Friday after his party

political outsider widely
known as Balen, will lead
a government tasked with
navigating deep public
frustration with Nepal’s
established parties, who

new co-owner nay outside of Paris, Rubio posed Rubio has work to do to smooth Trump has complained about won a landslide victory were widely blamed by
for a group photo with his fellow  things over with allies like thosein  lack of support from allies in elections earlier this voters for corruption
foreign ministers but none of them  Europe that have faced criticism Asked by reporters about the month and following a and chronic political
I M t H I spoke. or outright threats from Trump reception he was expecting to youth-led uprising that instability.
2 Trump’s vitriolic comments and others in his administration.  get, Rubio said before his flight to toppled the government Religion and astrology
EIA | about NATO during a Cabinet meet-  The Europeans are still smarting France that he was looking forward in September. play a big role in Nepal,
¥ | ing on Thursday will likely make it ~ over Trump’s earlier demands to  to gathering with his G7 counter- Balendra Shah was which is more than 80
an even tougher task. Of the G7 take over Greenland from NATO parts and that “we’re going to have appointed the prime min-  percent Hindu and where
nations — besides the US — Britain, ~ ally Denmark and are concerned  great meetings.” ister by President Ram  people begin new work, get
Canada, France, Germany and Italy ~ about US support for Ukraine in “I'm not there to make them Chandra Paudel Friday married and hold religious
are members of the trans-Atlantic  its war with Russia. The conflictin  happy,” he said. “I get along with after his Rastriya Swatan-  rituals according to auspi-
military alliance. Japan is the only  the Middle East has added another  all of them on a personal level, tra Party won nearly cious times.
one that is not. point of tension. and we work with those govern- two-thirds of the seats in Shah was born in the
= Rubio left Washington for the “Frankly, I think countries ments very carefully, but the the House of Representa- capital Katmandu but his
G7 meeting just hours after Trump  around the world, even those that  people I'm interested in making tives, the lower chamber family comes from the Hin-
complained bitterly about NATO are out there complaining about  happy are the people of the Unit- of parliament, in the March ~ du-dominated Terai region
countries not stepping up to help  this a little bit, should actually be  ed States. That’s who I work for. I 5 polls. of Nepal, near the border
the US and Israel in the Iran war. grateful that the United Stateshasa  don’t work for France or Germany Shah, the 35-year-old  with India.
“We are very disappointed with  president that’s willing to confront  or Japan.”
PTI

New Delhi, Mar 27: Renowned American
companies buying stakes in legacy fran-
chises like RCB and Rajasthan Royals val-
idates how these investors view the IPL as
the "highest growth sports opportunity in
the world", Times Internet Limited chair-
man Satyan Gajwani said on Friday.

Recent ownership changes in the Indian
Premier League reflect a significant surge in
its commercial value, with teams now trad-
ing at billion-dollar valuations that cement its
status as a top-tier global sports event.

"As you would have seen, there were mul-
tiple international parties interested in the
teams through the process. It is great valida-
tion for the IPL and WPL's success to date and
their promise and trajectory ahead. Many
of these investors see the IPL as the high-
est growth sports opportunity around the
world today,” Gajwani, RCB's new co-owner,
told PTI in an exclusive interview.

Jaishankar, Canadian FM discuss West
Asia crisis on G7 sidelines

PTI

Paris, Mar 27: The West Asia
crisis and its consequences fig-
ured prominently during a con-
versation between External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar and
his Canadian counterpart Anita
Anand on the margins of a G7
meeting in France.

Jaishankar arrived here on
Thursday for the G7 Foreign Min-
isters’ Meeting.

On its sidelines, he met Anand,
and the two followed up "on the
partnership our Prime Ministers

advanced during our visit to
India earlier this year," the Cana-
dian Foreign Minister said in an
X post.

They also discussed "trade, the
situation in the Middle East, and
key areas where we can deepen
cooperation, including critical
minerals, agriculture, and edu-
cation," she said.

At the two-day G7 meeting,
Jaishankar will discuss the West
Asia crisis with a focus on coordi-
nating efforts to ensure that the
Strait of Hormuz remains open
for international shipping.
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Modi congratulates

Balendra Shah

PTI

New Delhi, Mar 27: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday congratulated Balendra Shah 'Balen' on being
sworn in as Nepal's new prime minister, saying that he
looks forward to working closely with him to deepen In-
dia-Nepal ties for the mutual benefit of both nations.

Rapper-turned-politician Balendra Shah 'Balen, took oath as
Nepal's democratically elected prime minister on Friday, around
six months after the KP Sharma Oli-led government was ousted
in a Gen-Z protest that shook the nation.

"Warm congratulations to Mr. Balendra Shah on being
sworn in as the Prime Minister of Nepal. Your appointment
reflects the trust reposed in your leadership by the peo-
ple of Nepal. I look forward to working closely with you
to take India-Nepal friendship and cooperation to even
greater heights for the mutual benefit of our two peoples,”

Modi said in a message on 'X".

Augib Nabi sets

sights on

‘ultimate goal’ of playing for
India with successful IPL

PTI

Mumbai, Mar 27: From the confines
of his room in Baramulla, Jammu and
Kashmir star Auqib Nabi watched a
large crowd celebrate his entry into
the IPL on auction day. But, he says,
the "ultimate goal" is to play and win
matches for India.

Long before he lifted the Ranji Tro-
phy with his J&K teammates, Nabi had
grabbed attention for his exploits with
the red ball. His persistent line, length,
and discipline were key factors in the
state's maiden triumph — traits he now
hopes to emulate with the Delhi Capitals.

"It was not about money; [ wanted to
play at least once. Even if I would have
got Rs 30 lakhs (base price), I wanted to
play in IPL. Obviously, it felt good that DC
took me in for such a huge amount," Nabi,
who was bought for Rs 8.40 crore, told
reporters in a virtual interaction organ-
ised by Delhi Capitals on Friday.

"I was at home on the auction day as
the Vijay Hazare (Trophy) camp was to
start on the next day. When my name
was announced, a lot of people got emo-
tional as it happened after so many years
of hard work. It was everyone's dream
(for me) to play at the next level. I got a

little emotional too, seeing my family
members emotional,” he said.

Nabi added, "I had not told my friends
or the villagers that  was at home. There
was a lot of noise. [ was locked in a room
and I didn't tell anyone that [ was at
home. When people started coming in
including the media, there was a lot of
commotion, I was looking from inside
the room. Everyone was happy and danc-
ing. It felt good to see that."

Former India captain and ex BCCI pres-
ident Sourav Ganguly had said Nabi was
on his way to earning national colours
after J&K's triumph. For Nabi, having a
successful IPL will be another step in that
direction.

"It (the IPL) will be very important
because, it is global (tournament) and
you can watch it everywhere. The com-
petition here is very good. Our selection
is only through domestic cricket, if you
do well in red-ball (cricket), and I think [
have done well in red-ball.

"I am not thinking much about the
selection. I am doing what I can. [ am not
paying much attention to the things that
are not in my control. My focus is on IPL
and [ want to do well," Nabi said, adding
that so far he has not had any conversa-
tions with the national selectors.
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DHURANDHAR THE REVENGE (A)
HINDI - 11:00 AM, 12:45 PM, 03:30 PM, 05:15 PM
HINDI ATMOS -10:00 AM, 02:30 PM, 07:00 PM

TICKETS AT: WWW- bookmyshow.com | www.inoxmovies.com
Paytm, Inox App, or Directly from the booking counter at the cinema.
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PROJECT HAIL MARY (U/A)
ENGLISH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

09:40 AM, 08:00 PM

CALL 95416 13868

FOR ASSISTANCE WITH TICKETS

VIRTUE IMAGES PRODUCTION
4917006590499
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