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Drug addiction, 
terrorism two faces of 
same coin: LG Sinha

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha leads Padyatra in Anantnag on Saturday as part of ‘Drug-Free J&K Campaign’ 

Neighbouring 
country smuggling 
drugs into J&K by 
design

Narco-terror 
network inflicted 
suffering on 
generations for 
decade

People need to 
break silence 
to win this war 
against drugs

Religious leaders 
should warn youth 
about dangers of 
narcotics

Jahangeer Ganaie

Anantnag, May 09: Stating 
that narco-terror network has 
inflicted suffering on genera-
tions of Jammu Kashmir for 
decades, Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Saturday said 
that drug addiction and ter-
rorism are two faces of the 
same coin.

Addressing a public gath-
ering here in South Kashmir, 
LG Sinha, according to the 

news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO) said, “Our 
neighbouring country is 
smuggling drugs into Jammu 
Kashmir by design. The drug 
money has been used to build 
narco-palaces by drug smug-
glers and a large portion of 
drug money is being used for 
terrorism and radicalization. 
While drugs are ruining the 
future of Jammu Kashmir's 
youth on one hand, on the 
other, terror outfits are using 
that money to buy weapons 
and that are shedding the 
blood of our brothers and sis-
ters in the UT.”

The Lieutenant Governor 
joined Padyatra at Anantnag 
as part of “Drug-Free J&K 
Campaign” and walked with 
thousands of participants 
along the streets of the his-
toric town.

He said, “This narco-terror 
network has inflicted suffer-
ing on generations of Jammu 
Kashmir for decades. That is 
why I | More on P6
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WISHING THE VERY BEST 
TO ALL CLASS 10TH AND 
12TH STUDENTS of J&K 
whose results will be declared 
tomorrow. May your hard 
work bring success and new 

opportunities. 
Stay calm and 
confident. 
Importantly, 
check results 

Nasha Mukt Abhiyan 

Over one crore join anti-drug 
campaign in J&K; 646 arrested
614 FIRs, 2.16 lakh awareness events, Rs 25.97 cr properties attached, 44,602 patients 
treated, 160 drug hotspots identified, 252 DLs cancelled, 3,000 chemist shops inspected

Sajid Raina

Srinagar, May 09: The Jammu 
and Kashmir administration on 
Saturday said the ongoing 100-
day “Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan” 
has witnessed large-scale pub-
lic participation and intensified 
anti-narcotics action across 
the Union Territory, with over 
one crore people taking part 
in awareness programmes and 
646 persons arrested under the 
NDPS Act so far.

According to official figures 
accessed by the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO), 
a total of 2,16,123 awareness 

events have been conducted 
across Jammu and Kashmir 
under the campaign, involving 

participation from educa-
tional institutions, community 
groups, | More on P6

Unusual heat grips Kashmir, 
temps soar; Sgr records 31.7°C
MeT forecasts rain, hailstorms, gusty 
winds between May 11-13

Lt Gen Subramani named 
next Chief of Defence Staff 

Six-month rainfall deficit raises water crisis fears in J&K

PTI

New Delhi, May 09: Lt Gen NS 
Raja Subramani (retd) has been 
named India’s next Chief of 
Defence Staff and his primary 
mandate will be to implement 
the ambitious military theateri-
sation plan and bolster tri-ser-
vices synergy.

The government has also ap-
pointed Vice Admiral Krishna 
Swaminathan as the next Chief 
of the Naval Staff.

While Lt Gen Subramani will 
replace incumbent Gen Anil 
Chauhan as the country’s se-
nior-most military commander, 
Vice Admiral Swaminathan 
will succeed Admiral Dinesh K 
Tripathi as the Navy Chief, ac-
cording to an official statement.

Widely known as an expert 
on Pakistan and China, Lt Gen 

Subramani retired as Vice Chief 
of Army Staff on July 31 last 
year and is currently serving as 
military adviser to the National 
Security Council Secretariat 
(NSCS). He will take over as the 
Chief of Defence Staff on May 30.

Vice Admiral Krishna 
Swaminathan, presently 
heading the Western Naval 
Command, will take charge on 
May 31. Both Gen Chauhan and 
Admiral Tripathi | More on P6

Sajid Raina

Srinagar, May 09: Kashmir wit-
nessed an unusual rise in day 
temperatures on Saturday, with 
Srinagar recording 31.7 degrees 
Celsius, which was 7.6 degrees 
above normal, while several 
other places across the Valley 
also saw temperatures signifi-
cantly above seasonal averages.

According to the data ac-
cessed by the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO) 
Qazigund recorded 31.0°C, 
Pahalgam 25.2°C, Kupwara 
29.5°C, Kokernag 28.6°C 
and Gulmarg 23.0°C. Sopore 
emerged among the hottest 
places in the Valley at 32.1°C, 

while Beerwah in Budgam re-
corded 28.7°C and Aloosa in 
Bandipora 30.3°C.

In the Jammu region, 
Jammu city recorded 35.1°C, 
Banihal 30.0°C, Batote 24.6°C, 
Bhaderwah 28.8°C and Katra 
32.0°C.

The MeT department said 
weather is expected to remain 
generally dry till May 10 eve-
ning, with chances of brief 
showers at a few places dur-
ing evening and night hours on 
Saturday.

From May 11 to May 13, the 
MeT predicted generally cloudy 
conditions with one or two 
spells of light to moderate rain 
and | More on P6

Streams, springs, rivers flowing below 
normal across multiple districts

Seven consecutive winters of below-
normal precipitation worsen concerns

Sajid Raina

Srinagar, May 09: Jammu and 
Kashmir has recorded below-
normal precipitation for six 
consecutive months, raising 
concerns over a looming wa-
ter crisis, declining river lev-
els and reduced hydroelectric 
power generation in the Union 
Territory, according to weath-
er data shared by Kashmir 
Weather.

The latest figures for April, 
accessed by the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO), 
show that J&K received 86.5 
mm rainfall against the normal 
99.6 mm, marking a 13 per cent 
deficit.

The continued shortfall fol-
lows seven consecutive winters 

of below-normal precipitation, 
intensifying fears over wa-
ter availability in the coming 
months.

Experts and weather 

observers warned that the pro-
longed dry spell could severely 
affect drinking water supplies 
in far-flung areas, especially if 
the region witnesses another 

extended dry period during 
summer.

They said streams, rivers and 
springs across several districts 
were already flowing below 
normal levels, which may im-
pact irrigation and hydroelec-
tric power generation depen-
dent on water discharge.

The rainfall distribution 
across districts remained un-
even, with several Kashmir dis-
tricts witnessing sharp deficits 
during April.

Shopian recorded the highest 
shortfall at 67 per cent, receiv-
ing 33.9 mm rainfall against 
the normal 102.1 mm. Kathua 
saw a 60 per cent deficit, while 
Anantnag recorded 46 per cent 
below-normal rainfall.

Kulgam | More on P6

Family support key to fighting drug addiction: Experts
‘Stigma, criticism push recovering addicts back into substance abuse’

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar, May 09: Emotional 
support from families can play 
a decisive role in helping people 
overcome addiction, experts 
said, stressing that recovery is 
not possible through medicines 
and counselling alone.

As concerns continue to 
grow over the rising number of 
drug addiction cases in Jammu 
& Kashmir, mental health pro-
fessionals and doctors working 
in de-addiction centres have 
underlined the importance of 

compassion, understanding 
and active family participation 
in the rehabilitation process.

Speaking to the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), Samreena Jan, a 
counsellor at an Addiction 
Treatment Facility (ATF) in 
South Kashmir, said individu-
als battling substance abuse 
often need emotional reassur-
ance more than anything else 
during their recovery journey.

She said patients who re-
ceive consistent encourage-
ment, care and acceptance 

from their family members 
tend to show stronger commit-
ment towards sobriety and are 
less likely to relapse.

“Family support creates 
emotional stability for recov-
ering addicts. When a person 
feels accepted rather than 
judged, it becomes easier for 
them to regain confidence and 
continue treatment sincerely,” 
she said.

Jan added that while pro-
fessional counselling, medi-
cation and rehabilitation 
programmes are essential, long-term recovery largely depends on the environment 

a patient returns to after 
treatment.

According to her, many re-
covering addicts struggle to re-
integrate into society because 
they continue to face criticism, 
taunts and mistrust from their 
own relatives and community 
members.

She warned that such be-
haviour often becomes one of 
the major causes of relapse. 
“In many cases, relapse is not 
due to treatment failure but 
because recovering addicts are 
constantly reminded of their 

past mistakes and made to feel 
unwanted. A judgmental atti-
tude only pushes them deeper 
into isolation and addiction 
again,” she said.

The counsellor urged fami-
lies and society to adopt a 
compassionate and supportive 
approach towards those try-
ing to rebuild their lives after 
addiction.

Dr Aadil, a medical officer 
at ATF Shopian, said opioid 
addiction, especially heroin 
abuse, continues to dominate 
the cases reported | More on P6

Sports council steps up fight against drug abuse
Pledge drives, women’s self-defence camps, youth competitions held 

KT News Desk

Srinagar, May 09: Through a 
sustained, ground-level cam-
paign reaching students, ath-
letes, and communities across 
J&K, the Jammu & Kashmir 
Sports Council has positioned 
organised sport as a power-
ful tool in combating sub-
stance abuse across the Union 
Territory.

Over recent weeks, the 
Sports Council has implement-
ed an intensive calendar of 
activities under the My Youth 
My Pride initiative and the 
Nasha Mukt Jammu & Kashmir 
Abhiyan, ensuring participa-
tion from both the Jammu and 
Kashmir divisions. The out-
reach reflects a deliberate strat-
egy to engage youth through 
structured sporting platforms 

while reinforcing the message 
of a drug-free society.

Large-scale pledge ceremo-
nies have been conducted at 
key sports venues, drawing 
enthusiastic participation from 

young athletes. In Jammu, 
thousands of students across 
all sports disciplines joined the 
drive and pledged to uphold a 
drug-free lifestyle. Similar ini-
tiatives were | More on P6
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World’s dangerous criminals,
terrorists exploiting technology to

destroy peace, spread fear: LG Sinha
Lauds J&K Police for counter-terrorism, internal security achievements

Says cybercrime, narco-terrorism, digital fraud stark realities of present
 

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

Srinagar, May 10: Lauding Jam-
mu and Kashmir Police for its 
achievements on counter-ter-
rorism front and internal securi-
ty over the past five to six years, 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Sunday said the world’s 
most dangerous criminals and 
terrorists do not always car-
ry weapons instead they exploit 
technology to disturb peace.   

Addressing the at testa-
tion-cum-passing out parade and 
appointment letter distribution 
ceremony for newly recruited 
constables at the Armed Police 
Complex Zewan here, LG Sinha, 
according to the news agency 
Kashmir News Observer (KNO) 
said, “Today, the world’s most 
dangerous criminals and terror-
ists do not always carry weapons; 
instead, they exploit code, data 
and encrypted networks to oper-
ate across borders. Cybercrime, 
narco-terrorism, digital fraud and 
narrative warfare are no longer 
threats of the distant future; 
they are the stark realities of the 

present. They are claiming lives, 
destroying livelihoods and eroding 
the trust upon which the stability 
of every system ultimately rests,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

Referring to the achievements 
of J&K Police, LG Sinha said, “If I 
talk about the achievements of 
the past five to six years, there 
have been major successes in 

counter-terrorism operations, 
intelligence coordination and 
internal security management. 
The close synergy among Jammu 
and Kashmir Police, intelligence 
agencies, CRPF and other securi-
ty forces have helped in achieving 
success on all the fronts.”      

Referring to operations against 
terror infrastructure, includ-
ing “Operation Mahadev,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said the 
security forces have given a befit-
ting response to terror attacks 
and dismantled terror ecosystems 
operating in the region. 

He also referred to the response 
following the Pahalgam terror 
attack, saying the administration 
and security agencies acted firmly 
against the perpetrators and net-
works supporting terrorism.

The Lieutenant Governor said 
the police force continues to 
remain a strong warning for those 
who think they are above the law. 
“This is a clear warning to those 
who consider themselves above 
the law. No terrorist, criminal, 
drug trafficker or anti-national 
element will be spared,” he said.

He said Jammu and Kashmir 
Police have consistently worked 
for the safety, security and welfare 
of the people and has strength-
ened its bond with society through 
sacrifice and public service.

WELCOMES NEW RECRUITS 
LG Sinha welcomed the new 

recruit constables and their fam-
ilies on joining the police force. 
“Recruits must accept the realities 
of modern policing and constant-
ly upgrade their capabilities to 
face emerging threats,” he said, 
“Future-ready policing requires 
courage, impartiality, honesty and 
commitment. I hope all of you will 
live up to these expectations and 
serve the people with dedication.”

He also complimented the sen-
ior police officers, trainers and all 
agencies involved in the recruit-
ment and training process for 
successfully preparing the new 
batch of recruits.

He said the newly recruited con-
stables will add fresh strength to 
the force and further strengthen 
public confidence, asserting that 
J&K Police is not merely a security

MORE ON PAGE 6 

West Asia crisis 

PM Modi urges 
judicious use of fuel 
	 Pitches energy conservation

PTI

Hyderabad, May 10: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday said that the need of 
the hour, in the wake of the 
West Asia crisis, is to use pe-
troleum products judicious-
ly. Speaking at an event in 
Telangana, where he virtual-
ly laid the foundation stone 
and inaugurated develop-
ment projects worth around 
Rs 9,400 crore, Modi said im-
ported petroleum products 
should be used only as need-
ed, as this would not only 
save foreign exchange but 
also reduce the adverse im-
pact of war.

Observing that India has, 
in recent years, emerged 
among the leading countries 
in solar power capacity, he 
said unprecedented progress 
has also been made in etha-
nol blending in petrol.

He noted t hat  t he 

government first focused on 
achieving 100 per cent LPG 
coverage and is now working 
towards expanding piped 
gas supply more affordably.

The government is also 
promoting the use of Com-
pressed Natural Gas (CNG), 
he said. Acknowledging that 
such initiatives are helping 
India navigate the global 
energy crisis, the PM stressed 
the importance of energy 
conservation, reiterating that 
imported energy resources 
must be used judiciously and 
only when necessary.

Underscoring both finan-
cial and geopolitical benefits, 
he said, “Today, the need of 
the hour is to use petrol, gas, 
diesel and similar resources 
with restraint. We must use 
imported petroleum prod-
ucts only as needed. This 
will not only save foreign 
exchange but also reduce 
the adverse impact of war.”

J&K Police fighting 
terrorism under LG Sinha’s 

leadership: DGP Prabhat  

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

Srinagar, May 10: As-
serting that J&K Police 
are continuously fight-
ing Pakistani-spon-
sored terrorism and 
carrying forward the 
anti-narcotics cam-
paign under the lead-
ership of Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj 
Sinha, Director Gener-
al of Police (DGP) Na-
lin Prabhat on Sunday 
said that force stands 
firm in every situation 
and remains commit-
ted to safeguarding 
the nation.   

Addressing the pres-
entation ceremony 
of appointment let-
ters to newly recruited 

constables at Armed 
Police Complex Zewan 
here, the DGP as per the 
news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO), 
welcomed the recruits 
into the police family and 
congratulated them and 
their families for earning 
the opportunity through 

hard work and disci-
pline. “A police uniform 
is a symbol of discipline, 
honesty, loyalty, bravery, 
passion and sacrifice. 
Most importantly, it rep-
resents service to the 
nation,” he said.

He said Police
MORE ON PAGE 6 

Says joining force not just job, but symbol of sacrifice, service to nation
Over 4,000 youth, including 600 women, selected in biggest recruitment drive

Create Flood 
Crisis Management 
Teams in every 
state: HM Shah

KT NEWS DESK

New Delhi, May 10: In a de-
cisive move to bolster India’s 
disaster resilience, Union 
Home Minister and Minister 
of Cooperation, Amit Shah, 
directed a comprehensive re-
view of the country’s prepar-
edness to tackle floods and 
heat waves. The high-level 
meeting, held in New Del-
hi, underscored the gov-
ernment’s renewed com-
mitment to implementing a 
“Zero Casualty Disaster Man-
agement” vision under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
leadership.

Amit Shah emphasized the 
urgent need for

MORE ON PAGE 6 

Golf tourism getting major 
push in J&K: CM Omar
         Tees off ‘India Golf Carnival’ at RSGC 
         Says golf courses in UT among finest in country

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

Srinagar, May 10: 
Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Sun-
day said the gov-
ernment is planning 
more national-lev-
el golfing events to 
promote Jammu 
and  Kashmir as a 
premier golfing des-
tination, asserting 
that the Valley’s golf 
courses are among 

the finest in the 
country.

Speaking to media 
after teeing off the 
‘India Golf Carnival 
2026’ at the Royal 
Springs Golf Course 
here, CM Omar as 
per the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO), said 
Jammu and Kashmir 
shares a long and his-
toric association with 
golf and possesses 

world-class golfing 
infrastructure.

“Jammu and Kash-
mir has a very old 
relationship with 
golf. If you look at the 
most beautiful golf 
courses in the coun-
try, Kashmir’s courses 
in Srinagar, Gulmarg, 
Pahalgam and Sidra 
in Jammu can easily 
be counted among 
them,” he said.

MORE ON PAGE 6 

CM Omar launches 
dev projects in 
Ganderbal
KT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, May 10: Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah on Sunday 
inaugurated and laid founda-
tion stones for multiple develop-
ment projects worth ₹42.38 crore 
across Ganderbal district, aimed 
at strengthening healthcare in-
frastructure, road connectivity, 

MORE ON PAGE 6 

Omar dedicates ₹2.25 
crore medical 
equipment to public 
at JLNM Hospital 
KT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, May 10: Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah on Sunday 
dedicated medical equipment 
worth ₹2.25 crore to the public 
at Jawahar Lal Nehru Memorial 
Hospital, further strengthening 
critical healthcare facilities at 
the hospital.

The Chief Minister
MORE ON PAGE 6 
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Govt committed to strengthen sporting 

infrastructure across J&K: Satish Sharma

Visits Kheer Bhawani, Mir Baba Hyder Shrines, reviews 

arrangements, assures improved facilities

KT NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR, MAY 10: Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer 
Affairs, Transport, Youth Services 
& Sports, Information Technology, 
and Science & Technology, Satish 
Sharma, Sunday visited the revered 
Kheer Bhawani shrine at Tulmulla 
and paid obeisance there.

The Minister reaffirmed the gov-
ernment’s commitment towards 
ensuring better facilities and smooth 
conduct of religious events across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

During the visit, the Minister, as 
per an official statement, undertook 
a detailed review of the arrange-
ments being put in place for the 
forthcoming annual Kheer Bhawani 
Mela. He interacted with the officers 
from various departments regarding 
preparedness for the pilgrimage.

He directed the concerned depart-
ments to ensure that all necessary 
arrangements, including sanitation, 
uninterrupted power and water sup-
ply, healthcare facilities, security 
coordination, cleanliness and trans-
portation facilities are put in place 
well in advance for the convenience 
of devotees expected to participate 
in large numbers during the mela.

Emphasising the importance of 
hassle-free transportation for the 
pilgrims, the Minister instructed 
the Transport Department to ensure 

seamless bus connectivity to the 
shrine from different locations, par-
ticularly during the festival days.

Satish Sharma said that religious 
and cultural events form an impor-
tant part of Jammu and Kashmir’s 
rich heritage. The government 
remains committed towards facili-
tating the devotees and preserving 
the spiritual ethos associated with 

such revered places, he added.
Later, the Minister visited the 

revered Mir Baba Hyder shrine, 
where he reviewed the infrastruc-
ture and civic amenities available 
for the devotees. He instructed the 
concerned officers to undertake 
solarisation of the shrine complex 
as part of the government’s push 
towards sustainable and eco-friendly 

infrastructure development at 
important religious places.

The Minister also directed the 
authorities to augment other 
facilities at the shrine, including 
lighting, sanitation and public 
convenience infrastructure, so as 
to improve the overall experience 
for the devotees.

During the visit, Satish Shar-
ma also met several deputations 
representing different areas and 
communities. The deputations 
projected various public welfare 
and developmental issues before 
the Minister.

Giving a patient hearing to the 
concerns raised, the Minister 
assured the deputations that their 
genuine issues would be examined 
sympathetically and appropriate 
measures would be taken for their 
early redressal.

The Minister also interacted with 
a deputation of Kabaddi players and 
young sportspersons, who apprised 
him of issues related to sports infra-
structure and training facilities.

Satish Sharma appreciated the 
enthusiasm and commitment of 
the youth towards sports. He 
reiterated the gover nment ’s 
resolve to strengthen the sport-
ing infrastructure and provide 
greater opportunities for youth 
engagement across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Sakeena Itoo inaugurates Shaheed Wali 

Mohammad Itoo Memorial Cricket 

Tournament at DH Pora Kulgam

KT NEWS DESK

KULGAM, MAY 10: Minis-
ter for Health and Medical 
Education, Social Welfare 
and Education, Sakeena 
Itoo inaugurated the 
much awaited Shaheed 
Wali Mohammad Itoo 
Memorial Cricket Tour-
nament at DH Pora here 
Sunday to energize youth 
towards constructive ac-
tivities and physical well 
being.

Addressing a large gath-
ering on the occasion, 
Minister, as per an official 
statement, Sakeena Itoo 
highlighted the trans-
formative role of sports in 
shaping a healthy and pro-
gressive society. “Sports 
not only foster discipline, 
teamwork and physical 
fitness but also serve as 
a powerful medium to 
engage youth positively 
and keep them away from 
social evils”, she stated.

The Minister reiter-
ated the government’s 
commitment towards 
strengthening sports 
infrastructure and creat-
ing more opportunities 
for talented youth across 
Jammu and Kashmir. She 
assured that every possible 
support would be extend-
ed to encourage budding 
sportspersons, particularly 
in rural and far-flung areas.

T he Minister  a lso 

interacted with players and 
organisers, appreciating 
their efforts in successfully 
organising the tournament. 
She encouraged the partic-
ipating teams to play with 
true sportsmanship and 
use sports as a platform 
for personal growth and 
community development.

The tournament, organ-
ised in memory of the late 
Shaheed Wali Mohammad 

Itoo, witnessed enthusi-
astic participation from 
local youth, sports lovers, 
civil society members and 
prominent citizens from 
across the district.

The inaugural match 
drew huge public enthu-
siasm, with spectators 
cheering enthusiastically 
as teams displayed remark-
able talent and competitive 
spirit on the field.

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan

Marathon 

witnesses huge 

participation in Kulgam

KT NEWS DESK

KULGAM, MAY 10: A mar-
athon organised under the 
banner of Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyaan witnessed enthu-
siastic participation from 
youth, students, sports lov-
ers, and citizens across Kul-
gam Sunday.

The event was flagged off 
by Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Kulgam, Shahzad Alam 
from the Sports Stadium Kul-
gam and culminated at the 
Mini-Secretariat Kulgam.

The marathon, as per an 
official statement, was organ-
ised with the objective of 
spreading awareness against 
drug abuse and encouraging 
youth to adopt a healthy and 
active lifestyle through sports 

and positive engagement.
Participants from different 

areas of the district took part 
in the event with great zeal 
and enthusiasm, reflecting 
strong public support for the 
campaign against substance 
abuse.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the DC appreciated the over-
whelming participation of 
the youth and reiterated the 
administration’s commitment 
towards making Kulgam a 
drug-free district through 
sustained awareness and 
community participation.

A pledge against drug abuse 
was also administered during 
the event, with participants 
reaffirming their commitment 
towards building a healthy 
and drug-free society

FSTP made operational in Kulgam

Becomes first district in UT to have such facility in rural area

KT NEWS DESK

KULGAM, MAY 10: In order 
to strengthen sanitation in-
frastructure and sustainable 
waste management, the Fae-
cal Sludge Treatment Plant 
(FSTP) has been made opera-
tional and thrown open Sun-
day after the first trial was 
successfully conducted at Li-
roo Kulgam.

It was informed by the 
Assistant Commissioner 
Development, Bilal Ahmad 
Kamgar, as per an official 
statement, that it is the first 
such facility in the rural sec-
tor of the Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The initiative marks a 
major milestone in improv-
ing sanitation services and 
environmental protection in 
rural areas.

The FSTP has been estab-
lished to scientifically manage 
and treat faecal sludge collect-
ed from septic tanks and soak 
pits, ensuring safe disposal 
and reducing environmental 
pollution, he added.

The trial was conducted 
under directions of the Dep-
uty Commissioner,  Shahzad 
Aalam by ACP Kulgam, 
Bilal Ahmad Kamgar in the 

presence of Tehsildar/EO 
Kulgam, Nisar Ahmad and 
other technical experts, who 
inspected the functioning 
and operational mechanisms 
of the plant. Officials stated 
that the facility will cater to 
both urban and rural areas 
of the district by providing 
an efficient and eco-friend-
ly solution for faecal waste 
management. The project 
is expected to significantly 
improve public health stand-
ards, sanitation practices, and 
cleanliness across the district.

During the inspection, 
officers expressed satisfac-
tion over the successful trial 
and said that whoever wants 
the facility of sucker can 
contact on phone number 
7889708711 / 7780823608 
and the sucker service will be 
provided by Municipal Coun-
cil Kulgam.

People can also contact 
the District Emergency 
Operations Centre (DEOC) at 
+91-91034 24365 for booking 
requests related to Municipal 
Council Kulgam services.

DC XI wins 

friendly Cricket Match 

against SSP XI in Poonch

KT NEWS DESK

POONCH, MAY 10: The District Ad-
ministration Poonch and Poonch 
Police organised a Friendly Crick-
et Match at Sports Stadium Sunday 
under the banner of Nasha Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan to promote fitness, 
sportsmanship and drug-free socie-
ty awareness.

The match between DC XI and SSP 
XI, as per an official statement, wit-
nessed enthusiastic participation 
from officers, officials and spectators. 
Deputy Commissioner Ashok Kumar 
Sharma and SSP Shafqat Hussain 

Bhat also participated in the match, 
encouraging youth towards healthy 
and disciplined lifestyles.

Batting first, SSP XI scored 149 
runs in 20 overs. In reply, the DC XI 
successfully chased the target and 
registered an impressive 7-wicket 
victory.

Dr. Jontay was declared Man of 
the Match for his brilliant innings 
of 56 runs, while Pervaiz Malik Afri-
di scored 46 runs and Pawan Kumar 
contributed 27 runs for DC XI.

 The programme concluded with 
the message: “Say No to Drugs, Yes 
to Life.”

DLSA Kishtwar 

organises 2nd 

National Lok Adalat

KT NEWS DESK

KISHTWAR, MAY 10: In pursuance with 
the activities outlined in the National 
Calendar and under the directions of the 
J&K Legal Services Authority, the Second 
National Lok Adalat was organised here 
by the District Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA) Kishtwar.

The Lok Adalat, as per an official state-
ment, took up criminal compoundable 
cases, matrimonial disputes, matters 
related to maintenance, civil, recovery, 
labour, MACT, pre-litigation and other 
related cases were taken up before four 
benches constituted for the purpose.

The first bench comprised Sudhir 
Kumar Khajuria, Principal District & Ses-
sions Judge and Karan Bijyal, Munsiff/
JMIC. The second bench included Dep-
uty Kumar, Chief Judicial Magistrate 
and Deepika Sharma, Additional Special 
Mobile Magistrate. The third bench con-
sisted of Meera Bangotra, Secretary DLSA 
and Jalil Ahmed Waza Deputy Chief LADC. 
The fourth bench included Mamta Sud-
ershan, ALC,   and Naveed Khurshid Dev, 
Chief LADC.

In all, 321 cases were taken up, out of 
which 264 cases of different nature were 
amicably settled.

An amount of ₹18,23,300 was awarded 
to claimants in MACT, labour dispute and 
other cases.

DHJ visits Ramban, 

reviews horticulture 

activities
KT NEWS DESK

RAMBAN, MAY 10: Director Horticul-
ture Jammu Gul Syed Sunday visited dis-
trict Ramban and reviewed horticulture 
activities and awareness camps being 
conducted in the district. He was ac-
companied by Chief Horticulture Officer 
Rajinder Kumar and Assistant Director 
Sunil Gupta.

During the tour, the Director, as per an offi-
cial statement, visited the Horticulture Farm 
Ramban and later inspected the nurseries at 
Gool and Sangaldan. The Director exhorted 
officers and officials to ensure propagation 
of quality planting material in departmental 
nurseries for the benefit of orchardists.

 He also attended farmers’ awareness camps 
organised by the department and interacted 
with growers, briefing them about the hor-
ticulture schemes and modern cultivation 
practices. He informed farmers about the Hor-
ticulture schemes including HADP, MIDH, CSS 
and ATMA.

Later, the Director inspected a High-Density 
Apple Orchard and interacted with orchardist. 
He stressed adoption of advanced cultivation 
techniques, scientific orchard management 
practices and better productivity measures.

Also present on the occasion were Farm 
Manager, ACHD Pardeep Dingra, concerned 
Horticulture Development Officers and 
staff members of the District Horticulture 
Department.

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan

Poonch administration organises 

Red Cross awareness rally  

DLCC finalizes 11th 

Agriculture Census- 

Phase III data at Poonch
KT NEWS DESK

POONCH, MAY 10: The District Ad-
ministration Poonch, in collabora-
tion with the District Youth Servic-
es & Sports Department, Education 
Department and Social Welfare De-
partment, Sunday organised a grand 
awareness rally to mark World Red 
Cross Day. The event was organised 
under the banner of Nasha Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan.

Around fifteen hundred students 
from 12 schools took part in the 
march. Students carried awareness 
placards and raised slogans pro-
moting humanity, social service, a 
drug-free society, peace and unity.

The rally, as per an official state-
ment, aimed to spread awareness 

about the importance of the Red 
Cross movement, humanitarian 
values and the collective responsi-
bility of society towards building a 
healthy and drug-free nation. Par-
ticipants marched through main 
town areas, ref lecting the strong 
commitment of the youth towards 
social awareness and nation-build-
ing initiatives.

Of f ic ia ls f rom the distr ic t 
administration, DYSS, Education 
Department and Social Welfare 
Department joined the students 
and staff members, highlighting the 
importance of such awareness pro-
grammes in guiding youth towards 
positive and constructive activi-
ties under the ongoing Nasha Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan.

KT NEWS DESK

POONCH, MAY 10: The 11th 
Agriculture Census phase III 
data, pertaining to usage of 
agricultural inputs for dis-
trict Poonch has been final-
ised by District Level Coordi-
nation Committee

 The data, pertaining to 
the usage of seeds, fertilizers, 
irrigation facilities, machinery 
etc. was finalized by the DLCC 
at a meeting convened under 
the Chairmanship of Deputy 

Commissioner Ashok Kumar 
Sharma.

The meeting, as per an offi-
cial statement, was attended 
by the DLCC members 
Mohammad Sayeed-Assis-
tant Commissioner; Javaid 
Ahmed-District Statistics and 
Evaluation Officer; Member 
Secretary, Jog Raj Singh; Chief 
Agriculture Officer- Member, 
representative from office of 
the Financial Commissioner 
Revenue J&K and all Tehsildars 
of district Poonch.
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PTI

Rajouri/Jammu, May 10: 
The Indian Army on Sun-
day organised a commem-
orative event in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Rajouri to 
mark the first anniversary 
of Operation Sindoor, pay-
ing tributes to soldiers and 
civilians who lost their lives 
in cross-border shelling 
during the military action 
last year.

The event held at the 
war memorial established 
at Gujjar Mandi Chowk to 
honour the heroes of Oper-
ation Sindoor was attended 
by senior Army officers, civ-
il officials, police officers, 
locals and students, a 
defence PRO said.

General Officer Com-
manding of the 'Ace of 
Spades' division of the 
Army, Major General Kaush-
ik Mukherjee, led the tribute 
ceremony by paying homage 
to the martyrs, lauding their 
courage, sacrifice and dedi-
cation to the nation.

F loral tr ibutes were 
offered in memory of the 
fallen heroes, including Raj 

Kumar Thappa, then-addi-
tional deputy commissioner 
(ADC), Rajouri, and four 
Army personnel – Subedar 
Major Pawan Singh, Hav-
ildar Sunil Singh, Lance 
Naik Dinesh Singh and 
Agniveer Mood Murlinaik, 
the PRO said.

A ‘mashaal’ rally, led 
by Army personnel and 

students, passed through 
various parts of Rajouri that 
came under heavy shelling 
on May 10, 2025.

In response to the Pahal-
gam terror attack, India 
launched Operation Sindoor 
on May 7 last year, carrying 
out airstrikes on nine terror 
infrastructures in Pakistan 
and Pakistan-Occupied 

Kashmir (PoK) that elimi-
nated at least 100 terrorists.

The strikes triggered a 
rapid escalation in ten-
s ion s ,  w it h  P a k i s t a n 
lau nc h i ng ret a l iator y 
strikes, though most of 
them were thwarted by 
the Indian military.

The hostilities ended 
with an understanding 
on halting the military 
actions on May 10 follow-
ing talks over the hotline 
between Army off icers 
from the two sides.

Officials said Rajouri wit-
nessed intense shelling on 
May 10 last year, in which 
three civilians, including 
Thappa, were killed while 
several areas suffered exten-
sive damage.

Students from the Delhi 
Public School, Doon Inter-
national School, Government 
Boys Higher Secondary 
School and Army Goodwill 
Public School participated 
in the event to pay tributes 
to the martyrs.

Rajouri-Poonch range DIG 
Sandeep Wazir and ADC 
Malikzada Sheraz-ul-Haq 
also attended the event.

‘NC slams PDP Chief for 

parroting BJP-RSS script’

KT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, May 10: The Jammu and 
Kashmir National Conference State 
Spokesperson Imran Nabi Dar 
launched a scathing attack on PDP 
President Mehbooba Mufti, accus-
ing her of parroting the BJP-RSS 
script and manufacturing political 
noise to destabilize the democrati-
cally elected government in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Addressing the media, Imran said 
Mehbooba Mufti appears to be reading 
directly from the RSS playbook, level-
ling baseless and politically motivated 
allegations only to obstruct governance 
and create an atmosphere of uncertain-
ty in the region. 

He said that the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir delivered a massive mandate 
to the National Conference to undo the 
political blunders and betrayals com-
mitted during the PDP regime. “PDP 
today stands politically exposed. From 
facilitating the BJP at crucial moments, 
including the recent Rajya Sabha elec-
tions; facts that even surfaced through 
RTI disclosures to now indulging in 
desperate political theatrics, the party 
continues to function as an extension of 

the BJP’s larger agenda in J&K,” he said.
He said her corruption allegations 

are completely baseless. The party’s 
treasurer is Shammi Oberoi, who is a 
Rajya Sabha member, not a minister.

Taking a sharp dig at Mehbooba 
Mufti, Imran advised the former Chief 
Minister to rise above headline-hunt-
ing politics and embrace constructive 
opposition instead of indulging in 
perpetual fearmongering and manu-
factured outrage. 

“Peddling hollow narratives and 
indulging in political grandstand-
ing will not help Mehbooba Mufti 
reclaim the credibility and political 
space she squandered by bartering 
the identity, dignity, and interests of 
Jammu and Kashmir for the sake of 
power,” he said.

Mother's Day 2026

Dr Farooq highlights sacrifices of Mothers

Ladakh LG launches plantation of 2,100 

cherry saplings in Phyang belt

SP visits Octroi border outpost along IB in Jammu

Calls for drug-free society

Suspected drug 

peddler's shop 

demolished in 

Baramulla
PTI

Srinagar, May 10: Police demolished 
a shop linked to an alleged drug 
peddler on Sunday and attached 
other structures belonging to him 
in Baramulla district of Jammu and 
Kashmir, officials said. The action 
was carried out in the presence of the 
Baramulla executive magistrate and 
in strict compliance with legal for-
malities, a police spokesperson said. 
"In a major action against drug-re-
lated activities, police in Baramul-
la demolished a shop and attached 
structures belonging to notorious 
NDPS accused Riyaz Ahmad Khan, 
a resident of Janbazpora, Baramul-
la," he said.

"The demolished property was 
linked with the accused, who 
is involved in narcotics-related 
offences, as part of the ongo-
ing drive against drug peddlers 
and their support networks," the 
spokesperson said. Police has 
intensified its campaign against 
the drug menace and contin-
ues to take firm action against 
individuals involved in narcotics 
trafficking, he said.

LG Saxena approves installation of 500KWp 

Solar Photovoltaic Plant in Leh

KT NEWS DESK

Srinagar, May 10: On the occasion of 
Mother’s Day, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, 
President of the Jammu and Kash-
mir National Conference, described 
motherhood as the most sacred and 
selfless bond in the world and urged 
the younger generation to honour, 
respect, and care for their parents, 
especially mothers, whose sacrifices 
form the foundation of every family 
and society.

In a statement issued from the 
party headquarters, Nawa-e-Sub-
ha, Dr. Farooq paid glowing tributes 
to Begum Akbar Jehan Abdullah, 
recalling her immense sacrifices and 
resilience during some of the most 
difficult periods in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s history. He said that while 
Sher-e-Kashmir Sheikh Abdullah 
remained incarcerated in different 
jails, Begum Akbar Jehan courageously 
shouldered the responsibilities of both 
mother and guardian, raising her fam-
ily with determination and dignity 
despite immense hardships.

Dr. Farooq also highlighted the 
vision of the historic Naya Kash-
mir Manifesto as well as the party’s 
election manifesto, stating that the 
welfare of mothers and children has 

always remained a cornerstone of the 
National Conference’s socio-political 
agenda. He said the government led 
by Omar Abdullah continues to work 
towards strengthening healthcare, 
education, social security, and wel-
fare measures aimed at empowering 
women and ensuring the well-being 
of mothers and children across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Meanwhile, on the eve of Moth-
er’s Day, the State Women’s Wing of 
the National Conference organised a 

function at Nawa-e-Subha. The event 
was addressed by State Women’s 
Wing President Shameema Firdous, 
who highlighted the invaluable role of 
mothers in shaping society and pre-
serving values of compassion, unity, 
and resilience.

Among others present on the 
occasion were Provincial President 
Kashmir Women’s Wing Er. Sabiya 
Qadri and Provincial Secretary Ayesha 
Jameel.

PTI

Leh/Jammu, May 10: Ladakh Lieu-
tenant Governor Vinai Kumar Sax-
ena on Sunday launched a planta-
tion drive of 2,100 cherry saplings 
at Phyang village in Leh as part of 
efforts to promote environmental 
conservation and sustainable de-
velopment in the region.

Addressing the gathering, Saxena 
described the initiative as a significant 
step towards securing Ladakh's future 
and preserving its fragile ecosystem.

The plantation drive was organised 
by the Drikung Dharma Foundation in 
collaboration with SankalpTaru Foun-
dation under the guidance of Drikung 

Skyabgon Chetsang Rinpoche.
Saxena urged people to actively 

participate in plantation drives and 
environmental conservation activities 
and announced a new public partici-
pation programme under which every 
family in Ladakh would be encouraged 
to plant at least 10 saplings and ensure 
their survival.

The L-G said families achieving 
the highest survival rate of plant-
ed trees would be recognised and 
awarded.

Highlighting the ecological chal-
lenges faced by the cold desert region, 
Saxena said Ladakh requires extensive 
plantation efforts and nature-based 
solutions to combat environmental 

degradation and secure the future of 
the coming generations.

He said the plantation of cherry sap-
lings marked a new initiative aimed at 
introducing diverse plant species suit-
ed to Ladakh’s climatic conditions and 
enhancing the region’s green cover.

According to the L-G, more than 
8,000 saplings have already been plant-
ed across Ladakh since he took charge, 
and the latest plantation drive marks 
another milestone towards improving 
the region’s floral diversity.

Saxena also lauded the efforts of 
the Drikung Dharma Foundation for 
its continued contribution towards 
environmental protection and social 
welfare in different parts of Ladakh.

Dr Shahid Flags Off J&K U-20 Men’s Football Team
REHAN QAYOOM MIR

Srinagar, May 10: Commissioner Secretary, 
Youth Services and Sports Department, Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Dr. Shahid Iqbal Choudhary 
on Sunday expressed concern over what he 
termed as attempts by certain vested interests 
to create confusion regarding the participa-
tion of the Jammu and Kashmir football team 
in national-level competitions.

Speaking during the flag-off ceremony of the 
J&K U-20 Men’s Football Team at TRC Ground 
Srinagar, Shahid Iqbal Choudhary said mislead-
ing reports about the team being dropped from 
the tournament had caused unnecessary anxi-
ety among players and parents.

He said the J&K Sports Council had been 

authorised by the All India Football Federation 
(AIFF) to conduct football-related activities, 
including player selection and team participa-
tion, till the formation of an elected football 
association in Jammu and Kashmir.

“The selection process has been conducted 
in a fair and transparent manner. Players from 
different districts of Jammu and Kashmir partic-
ipated in the camps and were selected purely on 
merit,” he said.

Referring to the controversy over the team’s 
participation, the Commissioner Secretary said 
some individuals had attempted to stop the 
team from participating by raising objections 
regarding the absence of elections in the football 
association.

He said the matter was taken up with the AIFF 

and Union Ministry officials, following which 
the participation of the J&K team was formally 
cleared.

Choudhary further said sports should be kept 
away from vested interests and controversies, 
adding that the focus must remain on providing 
opportunities to young athletes to compete at 
the national level.

He also appealed to the media to verify facts 
before publishing reports related to sports 
administration and team participation, saying 
unverified news creates confusion among sport-
spersons and parents.

“We are committed to promoting a healthy 
sports culture and ensuring a transparent sys-
tem for young players in Jammu and Kashmir,” 
he added. (KNO)

PTI

Jammu, May 10: Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) Anna Sinha 
on Sunday made a strong appeal 
for a united fight against drug 
abuse, saying that the move-
ment for a drug-free society is 
crucial for Jammu and Kashmir 
as well as the entire country.

She visited the Octroi bor-
der outpost (BoP) along the 
International Border at R S Pura 
in Jammu district, where she 
interacted with BSF personnel, 
members of the public and NCC 
cadets, urging people to adopt a 
drug-free lifestyle.

Addressing a public aware-
ness programme, SP Anna said 
that patriotism is not limited to 
armed service but is also reflect-
ed in responsible civic behaviour 
and collective efforts to eliminate 
drug addiction from society.

“Drug de-addiction is very 
important for Jammu and for the 

whole of India. It is our collective 
responsibility", she said.

She urged citizens to actively 
participate in preventing drug 
abuse and to remain alert about 
suspicious activities in their 
surroundings.

“Being patriotic does not only 
mean going to fight. We have our 
forces for that. As responsible cit-
izens, we can show patriotism 

by keeping ourselves away from 
drugs and helping others stay 
away from it,” she said.

Addressing parents and youth, 
she stressed the need for vigi-
lance at the family level.

If you see teenagers or young 
people going towards drugs, 
please pay attention. Moth-
ers and fathers must ensure 
their children do not fall into 

addiction,” she added.
SP Anna said that every indi-

vidual is a valuable human 
resource for the nation and their 
progress directly contributes to 
national development.

“If you do well in studies, 
career and life, the country will 
move forward. That itself is your 
patriotism,” she said.

She also appealed to the public 
to report drug-related activities 
through emergency helpline 
112. “If you see drugs being sold 
or people involved in it, dial 112 
and report it. Raise your voice."

She further assured that the 
police department is open to 
assisting in both action against 
drug trafficking and rehabil-
itation of those affected by 
addiction, calling for a collec-
tive effort to build a “drug-free 
society”.

Continued on 
www.kashmirthunder.in

PTI

Leh, May 10: The UT of Ladakh 
is all set to achieve a unique fu-
sion of renewable energy gener-
ation and modern sporting in-
frastructure, with Lt. Governor, 
Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena, giv-
ing approval for the installation 
of a solar plant atop the famous 
Ice-Hockey Rink in Leh.

The 500 KWp on-grid Solar 
Photovoltaic (SPV) Plant on the 
rooftop of the NDS Ice Hockey 
Rink in Leh will be installed 
at an estimated cost of Rs 2.38 
crore. It is a significant step 
towards promoting renewable 
energy and sustainable sports 
infrastructure in Ladakh. The 
project will be developed 
under the Special Development 
Package (SDP) of the Youth Ser-
vices and Sports Department, 
UT Ladakh.

The project will serve as a 
model for integrating renewa-
ble energy solutions into public 
infrastructure projects across 
the Union Territory. Under the 

guidance of Lieutenant Gover-
nor Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena, 
efforts are ongoing to actively 
promote solar energy and oth-
er sustainable initiatives in line 
with its broader objective of 
environmental protection, clean 
energy transition and sustaina-
ble development in Ladakh.

“The installation of the roof-
top solar plant at the NDS Ice 
Hockey Rink is an important 
step towards integrating clean 
energy solutions with modern 
sports infrastructure. As Lada-
kh moves towards becoming 

a carbon-neutral and environ-
mentally sustainable region, 
such initiatives will help reduce 
the carbon footprint while 
promoting green and ener-
gy-efficient development. At the 
same time, the project reflects 
our commitment to strength-
ening sports infrastructure 
and creating world-class facil-
ities for the youth of Ladakh,” 
said Lieutenant Governor Shri 
Saxena.

Ladakh, being an ecolog-
ically sensitive Himalayan 
region, requires sustaina-
ble and climate-responsive 
infrastructure development. 
The installation of the Solar 
Photovoltaic Plant at the NDS 
Ice Hockey Rink, apart from 
harnessing the abundance 
of sunlight, would also con-
tr ibute towards reducing 
carbon emissions and further 
strengthen Ladakh’s efforts to 
emerge as a carbon-neutral 
region.

Continued on 
www.kashmirthunder.in

Operation Sindoor 

Army commemorates 

first anniversary 

in Rajouri
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Historic Mandate For Change In Bengal
The mandate reflects growing aspirations for development, governance reforms, cultural confidence and 

institutional accountability, while also marking the rise of the BJP as the principal political force in Bengal

ASEERVATHAM ACHARY

The victory of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
in West Bengal marks one of the most 
defining moments in contemporary 
Indian politics. More than merely an 

electoral triumph, it signifies a major political 
and social transformation in a state that has 
historically been shaped by ideological loyal-
ty, regional dominance, and deeply entrenched 
political traditions. The verdict reflects a deci-
sive shift in public consciousness, driven by 
aspirations for development, accountability, 
security, and governance aligned with broader 
national priorities. For millions of voters across 
Bengal, the election became not simply a battle 
between two political parties but a referendum 
on the future direction of the state.

The scale of the BJP’s victory itself underlines 
its historic significance. In the 294-member 
Assembly, the party secured 207 seats, comfort-
ably crossing the majority mark and establishing 
a commanding two-thirds majority. The All 
India Trinamool Congress (AITC), which had once 
dominated the state with 215 seats, was reduced 
to just 80. This dramatic reversal reflects not 
only growing dissatisfaction with the incumbent 
regime but also a powerful endorsement of an 
alternative political vision centred on govern-
ance, stability, and development.

What makes the mandate even more remark-
able is the sheer scale of the BJP’s expansion. 
The party retained all 77 seats it had won in the 
2021 Assembly elections and succeeded in flip-
ping an extraordinary 129 constituencies from 
the Trinamool Congress. Such a massive elec-
toral swing is rare in Indian politics and points 
toward a broad realignment of voter sentiment 
cutting across regions, communities, and social 
categories. A large share of these gains came 
from South Bengal, traditionally considered 
a Trinamool Congress stronghold. Of the 129 
flipped seats, 77 were concentrated in districts 
such as North 24 Parganas, Hooghly, Paschim 
Medinipur, South 24 Parganas, Purba Medini-
pur, Howrah, Kolkata, and Jhargram. North 24 
Parganas alone accounted for 18 flipped seats, 
followed by Purba Bardhaman with 14 and 
Hooghly with 12. Districts that had previously 

delivered near-total victories to the AITC 
witnessed a dramatic political turnaround, 
indicating that the change was structural 
rather than temporary. The BJP’s rise in West 
Bengal was neither sudden nor accidental. It was 
built over years of organizational expansion, 
ideological persistence, and sustained grass-
roots mobilization. Thousands of karyakartas 
worked under difficult circumstances, often 
facing intimidation, political hostility, and vio-
lence. Many party workers lost their lives while 
defending democratic participation and polit-
ical pluralism. For the BJP and its supporters, 
therefore, the victory is not merely electoral but 
deeply emotional, symbolising years of sacrifice, 
resilience, and unwavering commitment.

The ideological roots of this transformation 
are also linked to the legacy of Syama Prasad 

Mookerjee, one of Bengal’s most prominent 
nationalist leaders and the founder of the 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh. His vision of national 
unity, cultural confidence, and political integ-
rity continues to resonate strongly within the 
BJP’s political narrative in Bengal. The party suc-
cessfully connected this historical legacy with 
present-day aspirations for economic develop-
ment, governance reforms, and institutional 
accountability.

The election took place against a backdrop 
of growing dissatisfaction with the Mamata 
Banerjee-led government. Allegations of cor-
ruption, political violence, intimidation, and 
administrative bias increasingly dominated 
public discourse. Reports of post-poll violence, 
booth capturing, and suppression of opposi-
tion workers raised concerns about the health 

of democratic institutions in the state. At the 
same time, issues such as illegal infiltration 
and demographic imbalance became politically 
significant, particularly in border districts. For 
many voters, the election became an oppor-
tunity to express frustration over governance 
failures and demand greater stability, security, 
and fairness in administration.

Another major dimension of the election 
was the perception among sections of soci-
ety that cultural and religious expressions 
were being selectively restricted. Controver-
sies relating to Durga Puja processions, Ram 
Navami celebrations, and administrative per-
missions created resentment among many 
voters, especially within the Hindu commu-
nity. These concerns were viewed not merely 
as religious matters but as issues connected 
to cultural rights and civil liberties. The BJP 
effectively channelled this sentiment by pre-
senting itself as a defender of Bengal’s cultural 
identity, traditions, and civilisational herit-
age. At the centre of the BJP’s campaign stood 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, whose lead-
ership played a decisive role in shaping the 
electoral narrative. Modi’s emphasis on devel-
opment, welfare delivery, national security, 
and inclusive governance resonated across 
social groups, particularly among women, 
youth, and first-time voters. Throughout the 
campaign, he consistently projected the vision 
of a “double-engine government,” arguing that 
alignment between the Centre and the state 
would ensure faster development, smoother 
implementation of welfare schemes, and more 
effective governance.

Modi’s political instincts became evident dur-
ing the campaign itself. He repeatedly suggested 
that the Trinamool Congress would struggle in 
districts where it had once enjoyed overwhelm-
ing dominance. The final results validated much 
of that assessment. Equally significant was the 
organisational strategy crafted by Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah. Known for his meticulous 
electoral planning and booth-level management, 
Shah played a central role in converting public 
sentiment into electoral success.

The BJP’s performance in constituencies 
with substantial Muslim populations further 

demonstrated the effectiveness of this strate-
gy. Despite assumptions that such areas would 
remain politically inaccessible, the party secured 
important gains, indicating that governance and 
development narratives were capable of cutting 
across traditional political boundaries.

The election also highlighted the growing 
importance of issue-based politics in Bengal. 
The BJP concentrated its campaign on themes 
such as infiltration, corruption, governance 
deficits, economic development, women’s safe-
ty, and employment generation. This contrasted 
with the Trinamool Congress’s reliance on emo-
tional slogans and personality-driven politics. 
As a result, the slogan “Khela Hobe” gradually 
gave way to “Vikas Hobe,” symbolising a broader 
shift in voter priorities toward governance and 
development.

Overall, the election results reflect a pro-
found transformation in Bengal’s political 
imagination. The BJP’s victory is not merely an 
electoral milestone but evidence of its expand-
ing grassroots acceptance across both urban 
and rural Bengal. It signifies the emergence of a 
new political discourse centred on governance, 
development, cultural identity, and institutional 
accountability.

For West Bengal, this mandate opens the 
possibility of a new political era. The challenge 
before the BJP now lies in translating elector-
al success into administrative delivery while 
balancing Bengal’s rich cultural heritage with 
the aspirations of a modern and economical-
ly dynamic society. If the expectations of the 
electorate are fulfilled, this victory may ulti-
mately be remembered not merely as a change 
in government, but as the beginning of a larger 
political and developmental transformation in 
the state.

The election results reflect a profound trans-
formation in Bengal’s political imagination. The 
BJP’s victory is not merely an electoral milestone 
but evidence of its expanding grassroots accept-
ance across both urban and rural Bengal

The writer is the National Coordinator for 
Digital Library, Library and Documentation 

Department, BJP; Views presented are person-
al. Source: The Pioneer

What Should We Expect From Trump-XI Summit
The scheduled visit of President Donald Trump to Beijing on May 14-15 2026, marks a pivotal moment in global 
diplomacy, signalling an attempt to stabilize the world’s most critical, yet deeply strained, bilateral relationship.

PRABHU DAYAL 

The scheduled visit of President Donald 
Trump to Beijing on May 14-15 2026, 
marks a pivotal moment in global 
diplomacy, signalling an attempt to 

stabilize the world’s most critical, yet deeply 
strained, bilateral relationship. Coming after a 
period of intense economic volatility and geo-
political friction, the summit – the first by a U.S. 
president in nearly a decade – is less likely to 
yield a transformative “reset” and more likely to 
focus on damage control and the establishment 
of “managed competition”.

Expectations for this high-stakes meeting 
are diverse, ranging from hopeful trade deals 
to apprehensions regarding shifting stances on 
security. The most immediate expectation is the 
restoration of regular, high-level communica-
tion between the two leaders, which has been 
severely lacking. In an era marked by “tense 
stability,” the personal interaction between Mr 
Trump and President Xi Jinping is considered a 
necessary guardrail to prevent misunderstand-
ings from escalating into open conflict. While 
both leaders have signalled an interest in dia-
logue, they are expected to navigate intense 
domestic pressures.

Trump is seeking to appear strong on China, 
while Xi wants to project authority aimed at 

tightening Party control and ensuring econom-
ic stability ahead of the 21st Party Congress in 
2027. Trade will take centre-stage, with expec-
tations focused on an extension of the current 
“trade truce”. Following intense trade war fric-
tion and heavy tariff adjustments, the summit 
is likely to yield some important results. China 
is expected to pledge large-scale purchases of 
American goods, particularly agricultural prod-
ucts, energy, and Boeing aircraft. This would 
be a “headline-grabbing” win for the Trump 
administration.

In exchange, the U.S. may offer partial relief 
from tariffs and a pause on technology export 
restrictions on Chinese subsidiaries. Discussions 
may also focus on establishing new bilateral 
“boards” for trade and investment to manage 
disputes in non-sensitive sectors. The geo-
political context of the 2026 visit is complex, 
influenced by the ongoing U. S. militar y engage-
ment in Iran. Middle East Stability: A major 
priority for Trump is securing Chinese leverage 
to prevent further escalation in the Middle East 
and stabilize global energy markets, particularly 
given China’s role as a major energy importer.

Securing Chinese leverage to manage Middle 
East instability and stabilize energy markets is a 
central, yet complex, goal of the Trump admin-
istration’s foreign policy. Facing an intensified 
Iran crisis and a blocked Strait of Hormuz, the 

US is pressuring Beijing – a primary importer of 
Middle Eastern oil – to use its economic influ-
ence to curtail Iranian actions. While China has 
officially called for de-escalation and pledged 
a “greater role” in restoring peace in the Mid-
dle East, it has maintained its own diplomatic 
engagement with Tehran.

During Iranian Foreign Minister Araghchi’s 
recent visit, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
called for an urgent “comprehensive ceasefire,” 
stating that a resumption of hostilities is unac-
ceptable. China urged the reopening of the Strait 
of Hormuz for international shipping. China will 
benefit from stability, but it also gains leverage 
as the US deals with a “muddle” in the region. 
The Taiwan “Red Line”: China considers Taiwan 
the primary risk factor, viewing US actions as 
undermining sovereignty.

Beijing is expected to strongly press for a halt 
to U.S. arms sales to Taiwan, which reached 
record levels in late 2025. On 17 December 2025, 
the U.S. government announced a record-break-
ing arms sales package for Taiwan valued at 
approximately $11.1 billion, marking the larg-
est single weapons deal in history between the 
two sides. This move, authorized by the Trump 
administration, followed a $330 million sale of 
aircraft parts in November 2025, reinforcing a 
rapid escalation in defense cooperation amid 
rising tensions in the Taiwan Strait.

The U.S. side aims to manage this tension 
while navigating concerns that a transactional 
approach could lead to shifts in long-standing 
security policies. The meeting between Trump 
and Xi Jinping highlights an attempt to manage 
intense rivalry through direct negotiation. The 
U.S. treats economic and security commitments 
to Taiwan as re-negotiable bargains, which 
boosts near-term deterrence but introduces vol-
atility. Technology is the core conflict area of the 
U.S.-China strategic rivalry, surpassing trade in 
geopolitical significance by determining future 
military superiority and economic dominance.

The competition focuses on artificial intel-
ligence (AI), semiconductors, and quantum 
computing, with both nations employing indus-
trial policy and tech nationalism. While the U.S. 
has imposed severe re strictions on high- end 
semiconductors, there is an expectation of dis-
cussing guardrails for artificial intelligence (AI) 
to stop the rivalry from spiralling into a crisis. 
However, b o th sides are likely to ke ep col-
laboration in advanced technology, military 
applications, and frontier AI capabilities firmly 
off the table, focusing instead on risk manage-
ment. Given the deep-seated structural issues 
and mistrust, there should not be high expecta-
tions for comprehensive breakthroughs.

The Trump-Xi summit is aimed at manag-
ing deep-seated structural rivalries rather 

than achieving a comprehensive, long-term 
framework. The summit is more likely to cod-
ify new, temporary rules of coexistence, useful 
for short-term stabilization rather than a dura-
ble, long-term framework. The ultimate goal is 
to move from a state of antagonism to a more 
predictable form of “managed competition”. The 
2026 Trump visit to China serves as a crucial test 
of leadership for both presidents. It is a neces-
sary exercise in ensuring that the world’s most 
significant economic powers can continue to 
engage despite fundamental differences.

While transactional deals on agriculture 
or technology are expected to dominate the 
headlines, the true success of the visit will be 
measured by the ability to prevent economic 
and technological competition from turning 
into military confrontation. The key metric for 
success is managing the rivalry to prevent it 
from escalating into military conflict, especially 
regarding Taiwan and regional disputes, amid a 
backdrop of significant trade friction. The meet-
ing aims to transition from a “cyclical spiral” of 
mistrust towards a more structured competi-
tion, and lasting success depends on creating 
long-term frameworks to prevent escalation.

The writer, a retired IFS officer, served as 
India’s Ambassador to Kuwait and Morocco 

and as Consul-General in New York. Source: 
The Statesman

Flood Crisis Management Teams Need Of The Hour

The high-level review led by Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah marks a pivotal moment in 
India’s ongoing efforts to strengthen disaster 
preparedness and climate resilience. As climate 

change accelerates, the increasing frequency and inten-
sity of floods, heat waves, and other natural calamities 
demand a proactive and coordinated response from the 
government and society at large. Shah’s emphasis on 
establishing Flood Crisis Management Teams (FCMTs) 
across all states underscores the importance of local-
ised, rapid response mechanisms. These specialised 
teams can make the difference between chaos and 
coordinated action during emergencies. The push for 

an integrated flood forecasting system at both national 
and state levels reflects a recognition that early warn-
ing is critical to saving lives and reducing damage. The 
proposal to develop early warning infrastructure for 
high-risk lakes in vulnerable regions further demon-
strates an understanding that localised, precise data 
can significantly enhance response effectiveness. The 
focus on compliance with existing disaster manage-
ment guidelines reveals awareness that policy alone is 
insufficient without proper implementation. Conducting 
assessments of how well states follow directives relat-
ed to forest fires, heat waves, and floods is essential to 
closing gaps and ensuring that disaster preparedness 

translates into real-world resilience. The emphasis on 
water conservation, including constructing check dams 
and utilising funds like CAMPA, aligns with the broader 
climate adaptation agenda. Water security is integral 
to mitigating the impacts of heat waves and ensuring 
sustainable development. The call for a comprehen-
sive master plan adopting a “Whole of Government” 
and “Whole of Society” approach highlights the need 
for integrated efforts—combining policy, technology, 
community engagement, and environmental man-
agement. Improvements in weather forecasting, such 
as extending forecast lead times from 3 to 7 days, 
represent significant strides forward. However, the 

challenge remains in effectively disseminating these 
warnings to grassroots levels, ensuring that vul-
nerable populations are adequately informed and 
prepared. Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
leadership, these initiatives signal a resolute commit-
ment to minimising casualties and building resilient 
communities. While the steps outlined are promising, 
their success hinges on meticulous implementation, 
interdepartmental coordination, and community 
involvement. With climate risks continuing to mount, 
India’s ability to integrate technology, policy, and grass-
roots action will determine its resilience in the face of 
future disasters.
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Why Intelligent People Hate Noise
Arthur Schopenhauer on noise and genius

NEEL BURTON

In August 1821, while living in Berlin, the 
33-year-old Arthur Schopenhauer had an 
altercation with a neighbour, the 47-year-
old seamstress Caroline Louise Marquet. 
On that day, he was enraged by the noise 
of three women talking in the private ante-
room to his apartment. When he demanded 
that they leave, two of the women complied 
but Marquet refused.

Later, Marquet claimed that Schopenhauer 
kicked and punched her and threw her down 
the stairs, leaving her paralysed on the right 
side and unable to work. He countered that he 
had only pushed her, and that she fell to the 
ground on purpose so that she could sue him.

Following a six-year legal battle ending in 
May 1827, he was made to pay her medical 
expenses along with a maintenance allow-
ance of 60 thalers per annum for the rest 
of her life. On the day she died in 1842, the 
great philosopher of compassion recorded in 
his ledger, in Latin, Obit anus, abit onus [The 
crone dies, the burden is lifted].

Moral of the story: Don't make noise 
around philosophers.

The Case of Immanuel Kant
Schopenhauer built his pessimistic philos-

ophy on that of Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), 
who also hated noise. Although gregarious 
and fond of laughter, Kant needed absolute 
quiet to write. According to lore, he once 
moved lodgings on account of a crowing 
rooster.

In May 1784, Kant, who lived all his life 
in Königsberg (present-day Kaliningrad), 
penned a letter to the police superintendent 
to complain about the “stentorian singing of 
prayers by the hypocritical inmates of the 
jail” (in the Iliad, the Greek herald Stentor 
had a voice as loud “as fifty voices of oth-
er men”). He was offended not merely by 
the noise but also by the insincerity of the 
prayers, which were offered, he thought, 
simply to appear God-fearing to the jailor.

Schopenhauer on Noise
In his essay On Din and Noise (1851), 

Schopenhauer rails hardest not against 
the nattering of women but the cracking 
of whips in narrow resounding streets (the 
nineteenth-century equivalent of revving 
motorbikes, or those fart-can cars with mod-
ified exhausts): “Hammering, the barking 
of dogs, and the screaming of children are 
abominable; but it is only [his emphasis] the 
cracking of a whip that is the true murderer 
of thought.” To him, the cracking of whips was 
all the more unbearable for being unneces-
sary, and, worse than unnecessary, useless.

Schopenhauer links misophonia (noise 
intolerance, "the hatred of sound") with 
intellect and creativity: “Certainly there are 
people, nay, very many, who will smile at [my 
predicament], because they are not sensitive 
to noise; it is precisely these people, however, 
who are not sensitive to argument, thought, 
poetry, or art, in short, to any kind of intel-
lectual impression: a fact to be assigned to 
the coarse quality and strong texture of their 
brain tissues.”

For Schopenhauer, genius is precisely this: 
the ability of the mind to remain focused 
on a single point and object. But as soon as 

a focused mind is interrupted or distracted, 
it is no better than an ordinary mind. It is, 
says Schopenhauer, as with a large diamond, 
which, if shattered, loses most of its value; 
or as with an army, which, if dispersed, loses 
most of its power.

It is not merely a matter of genius but also 
of happiness, because, as every creative per-
son knows, there is no happiness greater than 
that of the mind at play. Aristotle famously 
conceived of God, the traditional fount of 
all reason, as a mind that turns blissfully 
upon itself. In contrast, people who are too 
frightened to put two and two together, or 

too dense to do so, use noise to occupy and 
numb/dumb their minds.

What Modern Science Says
Was Schopenhauer being fanciful in link-

ing misophonia with intellect and creativity? 
In recent years, researchers at Northwestern 
University have found that real-world creativ-
ity may be associated with a reduced ability 
to filter “irrelevant” sensory information. 
“Leaky” sensory gating may help our brains 
integrate ideas that are outside the focus of 
our attention and thereby promote associative 
and creative thinking. But if these extraneous 
ideas are, well, noise, they can also cripple us.

The genius mind is like a high-compres-
sion engine, which knocks if fuelled with 
lower-octane gasoline, i.e. nonsense. Even if 
he might have overstated his case, Schopen-
hauer, it seems, was on to something.

Neel Burton is author of the newly 
published The German Greeks: German Phi-
losophy and the German Philosophers.
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	 Key points
•	 Many creative geniuses, not least 

Schopenhauer and Kant, hated noise.
•	 Schopenhauer wrote an essay on 

noise in which he linked noise intolerance 
with intelligence and creativity.

•	 For Schopenhauer, genius is 
nothing but the ability of the mind to con-
centrate itself on a single point.

Ultra‑Processed Food: Why The Debate 
Needs Less Fear And More Clarity

Improving diets requires more than labelling a broad category of foods as harmful. It requires careful 

consideration of evidence, behaviour and context. The challenge is to produce advice that is scientifically sound, 

practical to follow and responsive to the real conditions in which people make food choices.
  

BEVERLEY O'HARA

For many people interested in health 
and wellbeing, the idea of ultra-pro-
cessed food, or UPF, has become more 
than a technical term in nutrition re-

search. In public debate, it often serves as 
shorthand for wider concerns about mod-
ern, industrially produced food.

Those concerns are not baseless. A large 
body of research has found associations 
between high UPF intake and poorer health 
outcomes. But the evidence is not always 
easy to interpret. Many studies rely on 
self-reported diets and struggle to separate 
the effects of processing from nutrient qual-
ity, eating patterns and wider social factors. 
The evidence points to the need for more 
careful use of the term.

In the US, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the Department of Agriculture 
began a formal process in 2025 to develop a 
uniform federal definition of ultra-processed 
foods, arguing that no single authoritative 
definition exists for the US food supply. The 
central question is: what exactly makes a food 
“ultra-processed”? Is it the ingredients it con-
tains, the way it is made, the extent to which 
it has been altered from its original structure, 
or some combination of these?

This helps explain why the topic has 
become so divisive. Within nutrition research, 
there is no consensus on how far the UPF cate-
gory should guide policy or individual dietary 
advice. Some researchers see it as an impor-
tant way of identifying harmful patterns in 
modern diets. Others argue that it is too broad 
to serve as a sound basis for dietary guidance 
on its own.

That distinction is important. A category 
can be useful for tracking population diets 
while still being too blunt to tell someone 
whether a particular product belongs in their 
shopping basket, especially when it tries to 
capture ingredients, industrial processes, 
product formulation, marketing, palatabili-
ty and dietary patterns within one category.

There are also valid concerns about the role 
of large food companies in shaping diets and 
public health. Many highly processed prod-
ucts are designed to be cheap, convenient, 
heavily marketed and easy to overconsume. 

But the political and commercial problems of 
the food system are not identical to the scien-
tific problem of classification.

A better approach would distinguish more 
clearly between products that are ultra-pro-
cessed and nutritionally poor, products that 
are ultra-processed but may still have a use-
ful place in the diet, and minimally processed 
foods that people are encouraged to eat more 
of. This might include some fortified foods, 
high-fibre breads or medical nutrition prod-
ucts, depending on their composition and use.

One way to balance warnings about UPFs 

is to give more attention to positive dietary 
guidance. In the EAT-UP framework, I propose 
the term “unrefined plant foods”, or UPs, to 
describe plant foods whose natural struc-
ture remains largely intact. These include 
whole fruits, vegetables, beans and grains 
that have not been heavily broken down or 
reconstituted.

This is not a replacement for the UPF frame-
work. Its main value may be communicative: 
it balances advice about what to limit with 
clearer guidance on what to add. Many die-
tary guidelines already encourage people to 

eat more fruit, vegetables, legumes and whole 
grains. Naming these foods more precisely 
may help make that advice clearer.

Like any food category, unrefined plant 
foods would need careful definition. The 
phrase “largely intact” is not self-explanatory, 
and different researchers, policymakers and 
consumers may draw the boundary different-
ly. But the value of the concept lies in shifting 
part of the public health message from avoid-
ance to addition.

Advice based only on avoidance can easily 
become confusing or punitive. Evidence that 

higher intakes of whole plant foods are linked 
with better health also has limitations, includ-
ing food diaries, self-reporting, cohort studies 
and the difficulty of separating diet from wid-
er lifestyle factors. Even so, fruit, vegetables, 
legumes and whole grains are consistently 
supported across dietary guidelines, public 
health research and long-standing evidence 
on diet quality.

These debates also shape how people 
understand food in everyday life. Dietary 
advice should avoid creating unnecessary 
fear around food. When processing is treat-
ed as inherently dangerous, the result can 
be confusion, guilt and anxiety rather than 
healthier behaviour. In some cases, highly 
moralised food messaging may even encour-
age disordered eating patterns, including an 
unhealthy fixation on foods perceived to be 
perfectly pure or healthy.

This is also why language needs care. 
Phrases such as “real food” are often used to 
mean foods that are minimally processed or 
close to their original form. But the phrase can 
also carry assumptions about what counts as 
proper eating and who is getting it wrong. 
Public health messages need to take account 
of differences in income, time, access and dai-
ly constraints.

Improving diets requires more than labelling 
a broad category of foods as harmful. It requires 
careful consideration of evidence, behaviour 
and context. The challenge is to produce advice 
that is scientifically sound, practical to follow 
and responsive to the real conditions in which 
people make food choices.

The UPF debate has rightly placed indus-
trial diets and food quality at the centre of 
public health discussion. The next step is not 
to abandon the framework, but to improve it: 
to define categories more clearly, distinguish 
between different kinds of processing, and 
combine warnings about harmful products 
with practical advice about the foods people 
can eat more of. In practice, that means com-
bining processing-based classifications with 
evidence about nutrient profile, fibre content, 
additives, marketing and the role a food plays 
in the overall diet.

Beverley O'Hara is lecturer in Public 
Health Nutrition, Leeds Beckett University. 

Source: The Conversation 
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Person accused of murder 
or abetting it cannot inherit 
victim's property: SC

PM to inaugurate dev projects, address 
BJP rally in Hyderabad today

2.07 crore cases amicably settled at 
National Lok Adalat across country

DRDO achieves breakthrough in hypersonic 
missile dev prog: Govt

PTI

New Delhi, May 09: The 
Supreme Court has held that a 
person accused of committing 
or abetting the murder of an-
other person cannot inherit the 
victim's property.

A bench of Justices J B 
Pardiwala and R Mahadevan 
has said the disqualifica-
tion from inheriting property 
would apply to both intestate 
and testamentary succession.

The court has said the bar 
would apply even if the trial 
was still on.

Intestate succession takes 
place according to the rules of 
personal law governing inheri-
tance, while testamentary suc-
cession applies when property 

is bequeathed through a will.
"A person accused of the 

murder of one from whom 
inheritance is claimed is disen-
titled from asserting rights, not 
only under section 25 of the 
Hindu Succession Act, but also 
on the principles of justice, fair 
play and equity. Strict proof is 
not indispensable in civil pro-
ceedings if the preponderance 

of probabilities points to the 
commission of the offence," 
the top court has said.

Referring to section 25 of 
the Hindu Succession Act, the 
bench has noted that the pro-
vision disqualifies a person 
who commits murder or abets 
the commission of the murder 
from inheriting the property of 
the deceased.

PTI

Hyderabad, May 09: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is 
scheduled to inaugurate or lay 
the foundation stone for devel-
opment projects worth around 
Rs 9,500 crore and address a BJP 
rally here on May 10.

This marks his first public rally 
in Telangana following his 2024 
re-election and historic BJP victo-
ries in the West Bengal and Assam 
assembly elections this month.

In a post on 'X', Modi shared 
details of his visit to Karnataka 
and Telangana on Sunday.

"In the afternoon, I will arrive 
in Hyderabad, where I will in-
augurate or lay the foundation 
stone for development works 
worth approximately 9,500 
crore rupees. These projects are 
related to several key sectors, 
including roads, transportation 

(logistics), textiles, railways, 
and fuel," he said.

The PM will also participate 
in a programme dedicating 
'Sindhu Hospital' to the nation.

"In the evening, I will ad-
dress a BJP gathering in the city. 
Frustrated by the misrule of the 
previous BRS and the current 
Congress government, Telangana 
is looking toward the BJP. The un-
precedented support we are re-
ceiving underscores that our party 
is the top choice for Telangana!," 
he further said in the post.

Sources said Modi is likely to 
visit the residences of Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu and his dep-
uty Pawan Kalyan in Hyderabad.

Kalyan, who underwent a sur-
gical procedure in April following 
a health complication, is current-
ly recovering at his home here.

Meanwhile, the Telangana 

CMO said a Central government 
official invited Chief Minister 
A Revanth Reddy to attend 
PM Modi's virtual inaugura-
tion of development projects 
at the Hyderabad International 
Convention Centre (HICC) here.

The projects to be laid founda-
tion by the PM include four-laning 
of Hyderabad-Panaji Economic 
Corridor and Zaheerabad 
Industrial Area. Modi will inaugu-
rate various sections of Kazipet-
Vijayawada multi-tracking 
project of railways, Greenfield 
POL (Petroleum, Oil, Lubricants) 
Terminal in Hyderabad and PM 
MITRA Park at Warangal.

Telangana BJP chief spokes-
person N V Subhash told PTI 
on Saturday that the party sees 
Telangana as a potential state 
where it can come to power on its 
own and that the party's state unit 
is confident of gaining momentum 

following PM Modi's visit.
The state BJP unit is making 

elaborate arrangements for the 
rally and about two lakh people 
are expected to attend the event.

The party has undertaken a 
"wall writing" campaign in the 
state ahead of the rally.

Union Ministers G Kishan 
Reddy and Bandi Sanjay Kumar 
and state BJP president N 
Ramchander Rao participated 
in the campaign, inviting peo-
ple to the public meeting.

Meanwhile, Malkajgiri Police 
Commissioner B Sumathi said 
in a release that elaborate se-
curity, law and order, and traffic 
arrangements have been made 
for the public meeting with 
deployment of approximately 
2,000 police personnel and 620 
traffic policemen, along with 
specialised units, for effective 
security duties.

PTI

New Delhi, May 09: The National 
Legal Services Authority on 
Saturday organised the second 
National Lok Adalat of the year 
across the country.

According to a release, “A to-
tal of 2,07,66,548 cases were 
amicably settled, comprising 
1,87,63,883 pre-litigation matters 
and 20,02,665 pending cases, 
involving an overall settlement 
amount of Rs 3,440.81 crore."

It attributed the compara-
tively lower figures, vis-a-vis 
some previous National Lok 
Adalats, primarily to the stag-
gered schedule in certain states 
and Union territories and the 

ongoing consolidation of data 
from various jurisdictions.

According to the release, the 
Lok Adalat was organised across 
21 states and six Union territories 
through thousands of benches 
constituted at various courts, tri-
bunals, consumer commissions, 
and permanent Lok Adalats.

"Owing to summer vacations 
and administrative exigencies, 
the National Lok Adalat shall be 
conducted on June 13 in Kerala, 
Puducherry, Tamil Nadu and West 
Bengal; on June 20 in Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands and Telangana; 
and on July 11 in Andhra Pradesh, 
Gujarat, and Karnataka,” it said.

The matters settled on 
Saturday included bank recovery 

cases, cheque dishonour matters, 
motor accident claims, matrimo-
nial disputes (excluding divorce), 
labour disputes, consumer mat-
ters, compoundable criminal 
cases, traffic challans, service 
matters, land acquisition dis-
putes, arbitration matters, plea 
bargaining, succession cases, 
revenue cases, public utility cas-
es and other civil cases amenable 
to settlement, the release said.

“Special emphasis was placed 
on long-pending matters iden-
tified through the National 
Judicial Data Grid (NJDG), reaf-
firming NALSA's commitment 
towards reducing pendency 
and strengthening the justice 
delivery system," it said.

PTI

New Delhi, May 09: In a major 
leap for India’s hypersonic mis-
sile programme, the DRDO on 
Saturday announced the suc-
cessful long-duration test of an 
actively cooled full-scale scram-
jet combustor.

The “extensive” long-dura-
tion test of the “actively cooled 
full scale scramjet combustor” 
has put India at the forefront of 
advanced aerospace capabili-
ties, the defence ministry said.

For any hypersonic missile 
programme, this technology is 
considered extremely crucial as 
active cooling allows the weap-
on to travel hundreds of miles 

at incredible speed.
The test, conducted at the 

Hyderabad-based Defence 
Research and Development 
Laboratory (DRDL), achieved a 
continuous run-time of over 1,200 
seconds (20 minutes), validating 
the engine’s ability to sustain ex-
treme thermal loads required for 
hypersonic cruise missiles.

The DRDL achieved a “path-
breaking milestone in the devel-
opment of hypersonic missiles by 
successfully conducting an “ex-
tensive long-duration test of its 
actively cooled full scale scramjet 
combustor”, the ministry said.

“A run-time of over 1,200 sec-
onds was achieved at the state-
of-the-art scramjet connect pipe 

test (SCPT) facility in Hyderabad 
on May 9, building upon the ear-
lier successful test of over 700 
seconds conducted in January 
this year,” it said.

DRDL is a premier DRDO 
(Defence Research and 
Development Organisation) 
laboratory.

Defence Minister Rajnath 

Singh complimented the DRDO, 
industry partners and academia 
on the successful ground-test of 
the scramjet engine.

He described the achievement 
as a “solid foundation” for the 
nation’s hypersonic cruise mis-
sile development programme.

“This successful test posi-
tions India at the forefront of 
advanced aerospace capabili-
ties and continuously emerging 
war technologies,” the ministry 
said in a statement.

The ground-tests have suc-
cessfully validated the design 
of advanced active cooled sc-
ramjet combustor as well as the 
capabilities of state-of-art test 
facility, it added.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE
Drug addiction,

always say: drug addiction and terrorism are 
not separate challenges but they are two faces 
of the same problem. And I promise all of you 
that we will not rest until we defeat it.”

The Lieutenant Governor called upon police 
and civil administration to cover every pan-
chayat of Anantnag, and especially reach out to 
vulnerable areas of the district in next 71 days 
of campaign.

“A decisive blow is being dealt to the drug 
smugglers’ network in Anantnag district. Since 
11th April, the highest number of 108 NDPS 
cases have been registered in Anantnag. Narco-
palaces worth Rs. 3.5 crore, built with the black 
money from drugs, have been reduced to dust. 
22 vehicles have been seized, 8 driving licenses 
and vehicle registrations have been cancelled. 
13 drug stores have been sealed for violating 
the law.

I assure the people of Anantnag that not a 
single smuggler will be left untouched, and the 
entire machinery involved in the drug smug-
gling will be uprooted from its roots,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor stated that the 
women and youth are the greatest strength of 
this war on drugs. He said if a family member 
or a neighbor’s youth is going astray, women 
and youth club members should bring them 
back onto the path of correction, and seek the 
administration’s help if needed.

“I appeal to sportspersons, teachers, and 
all religious leaders to dedicate the next 71 
days with wholehearted commitment to the 
awareness and rehabilitation campaign, and to 
pledge to make Jammu Kashmir drug-free.

Religious leaders are regarded as the peo-
ple’s leaders and guides. I want them to pro-
vide spiritual and moral guidance to the youth 
and to warn them about the dangers of drugs. I 
want to reiterate that this battle is not just the 
administration’s. It is a collective battle of soci-
ety. Let’s make a collective promise that we will 
not allow drug peddlers to thrive in our villages 
and neighborhoods. We will rehabilitate the 
youth who are victims of drugs. I firmly believe 
that when the people stand up for a purpose, 
their power increases a thousandfold,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

BREAK SILENCE TO WIN THE WAR
The Lieutenant Governor appealed to the 

people to break the silence to win this war 
against drugs and all sections of society must 
speak in one voice about the dangers of drug 
addiction.

“The challenge of drug addiction can be 
eradicated only through a Whole of Society 
Approach. From now on, every corner of Union 
Territory, whether schools, colleges, families, 
sports grounds, wards, villages, or theater stag-
es, should give a voice to the cause with firm 
resolve,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor said that in this 
war against drugs, administration and society 
must understand the link between drugs and 
terrorism and everyone should join hands to 
defeat it.

The Lieutenant Governor also reiterated his 
commitment to ensure justice to every terror 
victim family.

LAYS FOUNDATION STONE FOR VARIOUS 
SPORTS INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor 

laid foundation stone for various sports infra-
structure development projects worth Rs 20.60 
crore in the District. These include Khel Gaon 
Modern Sports Infrastructure and residential 
facility  (Khel Bhawan) Stage-I at Jablipora; 
Expansion of Sports Facilities at Chaki- Kamal 
Monghal; Reconstruction of Sports complex 
at Nillandrusu and development of stadium at 
Harmohalla Ranbirpora.

The Lieutenant Governor said that these 
sports facilities will channel the energy of the 
youth in the right direction and strengthen the 
spirit of discipline and sportsmanship.

He also felicitated the youth icons and dis-
tributed sports kits to the youth.

Artists through traditional Nukad Natak, 
Baand Pather and a Mime play centered on the 
Nasha Mukt Jammu Kashmir Abhiyaan raised 
awareness about the dangers of drug abuse, 
encouraging young people to stay healthy and 
contribute to a drug-free society. (KNO)

Lt Gen Subramani
are retiring from service.
The government has appointed Lt Gen NS 

Raja Subramani (Retd) as the Chief of Defence 
Staff and he will also function as the secretary 
of the department of military affairs, the de-
fence ministry said on Saturday.

As Chief of Defence Staff, Subramani’s pri-
mary task will be to implement the theateri-
sation model by rolling out integrated military 
commands.

Gen Chauhan, a former Eastern Army 
Commander, took charge as the country’s se-
nior-most military commander in September 
2022, over nine months after the first CDS 
General Bipin Rawat died in a helicopter crash 
in Tamil Nadu.

In his illustrious career spanning over 40 
years, Lt Gen Subramani served across a wide 
spectrum of conflict and terrain profiles and 
held a host of Command, Staff and Instructional 
appointments.

He served as the Vice Chief of the Army Staff 
from July 1, 2024, to July 31, 2025, and was 
General Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the 
Central Command from March 2023 till June 
2024.

The officer is a graduate of the National 
Defence Academy and the Indian Military 
Academy.

He was commissioned into the eighth bat-
talion of the Garhwal Rifles on December 14, 
1985.

Lt Gen Subramani is an alumnus of the Joint 
Services Command and Staff College, Bracknell 
(UK), and the National Defence College, New 
Delhi. He holds a Master of Arts degree from 
King’s College, London, and an MPhil in Defence 
Studies from Madras University.

He commanded the 16 Garhwal Rifles in 
counter-insurgency operations in Assam as 
part of Operation Rhino, the 168 Infantry 
Brigade in Jammu and Kashmir, and the 17 
Mountain Division in the Central Sector during 
a challenging operational environment.

He also distinguished himself by command-
ing two corps, including a premier strike corps 
of the Indian Army on the Western Front.

The officer possesses insightful knowledge 
and a deep understanding of operational dy-
namics on both the Western and Northern bor-
ders, according to the Defence Ministry.

As the Navy Chief, Vice Admiral 

Swaminathan’s focus is likely to be on taking 
forward the ongoing modernisation of the 
force.

The Flag Officer was commissioned into the 
Indian Navy on July 1, 1987, and is a specialist in 
communication and electronic warfare.

He is an alumnus of the National Defence 
Academy, Khadakvasla; the Joint Services 
Command and Staff College, Shrivenham, 
United Kingdom; the College of Naval Warfare, 
Karanja; and the US Naval War College, 
Newport.

A recipient of the Param Vishisht Seva Medal 
(PVSM), Ati Vishisht Seva Medal (AVSM) and 
Vishisht Seva Medal (VSM), the Admiral has 
held several key operational, staff and train-
ing appointments in his naval career, includ-
ing the command of missile vessels INS Vidyut 
and Vinash, the missile corvette INS Kulish, the 
guided missile destroyer INS Mysore and the 
aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya.

Following his promotion to the rank of Vice 
Admiral, the Flag Officer served as Chief of Staff 
of the Western Naval Command, Controller of 
Personnel Services, and Chief of Personnel at 
Naval Headquarters.

Prior to his current assignment, he served as 
Vice Chief of the Naval Staff.

Vice Admiral Swaminathan’s education-
al qualifications include a BSc degree from 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi; an 
MSc in Telecommunications from Cochin 
University of Science and Technology; and an 
MA in Defence Studies from King’s College, 
London.

He also holds an MPhil in Strategic Studies 
and a PhD in International Studies, both from 
Mumbai University.

Over one crore
law enforcement agencies and government 

departments.
The awareness drive included padyatras, 

school and college programmes, village-level 
campaigns, youth engagement activities, semi-
nars, rallies, sports events and cultural pro-
grammes aimed at sensitising people about the 
harmful effects of drug abuse.

Officials said the campaign adopted a 
“whole-of-government” approach involving 
departments of health, social welfare, police, 
education, information and other agencies to 
tackle drug addiction, rehabilitation and nar-
cotics trafficking simultaneously.

As part of the enforcement drive, Jammu and 
Kashmir Police registered 614 FIRs under the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 
(NDPS) Act and arrested 646 persons dur-
ing the campaign period. Authorities said 435 
drug peddlers were apprehended and 160 drug 
hotspots identified across the Union Territory.

The police and enforcement agencies also 
seized narcotic substances including 3.8 kg 
heroin, 32.92 kg charas and 222.31 kg ganja.

Illegal poppy cultivation spread over 21 
marlas of land was also destroyed during the 
operation.

Officials said stringent measures were taken 
against properties linked to drug trafficking 
networks.

Thirty-seven houses associated with drug 
peddlers were sealed or demolished, while 
immovable properties worth around Rs 25.97 
crore were seized or attached.

Additional properties worth Rs 3.70 crore 

were demolished and movable assets worth Rs 
1.67 crore seized.

The administration also acted against al-
leged misuse of transport and pharmaceutical 
channels linked to narcotics activities. During 
the campaign, 252 driving licences and 111 ve-
hicle registrations were cancelled. Authorities 
also suspended 104 drug store licences and 
cancelled two others.

The health department said its Addiction 
Treatment Facilities treated 44,602 patients 
during the campaign, including 44,263 OPD 
cases and 339 indoor admissions. A total of 
148 patients were cured and discharged after 
treatment.

Social Welfare Department-run rehabilita-
tion centres received 441 patients and con-
ducted counselling sessions for 742 individuals, 
while police-run counselling and rehabilitation 
centres registered 451 patients and counselled 
786 persons. Officials said 138 individuals had 
successfully recovered through the police-sup-
ported rehabilitation programme.

Authorities said surveillance and preventive 
measures were also intensified, with inspec-
tions conducted at 3,067 chemist shops and 
977 schools and hospitals.

Around 2,815 CCTV cameras were installed 
at vulnerable locations to strengthen monitor-
ing and enforcement efforts.

The administration reiterated its commit-
ment to making Jammu and Kashmir drug-free 
through sustained enforcement, public partici-
pation and rehabilitation support. (KNO)

Unusual heat
thundershower at many places across 

Jammu and Kashmir. It said hailstorm, thunder, 
lightning and gusty winds with speeds of 40-
50 kmph are likely at a few places during the 
period.

The MeT department has also predicted a fall 
in day temperatures by 3 to 5 degrees Celsius at 
many places between May 11 and May 13.

Farmers have been advised to continue farm 
operations till May 10 in view of the expected 
change in weather conditions. (KNO)

Six-month rainfall
registered a 39 per cent shortfall, Pulwama 

38 per cent, Budgam 34 per cent and Srinagar 
32 per cent below normal precipitation during 
the month. Kishtwar reported a 26 per cent 
deficit, followed by Ganderbal at 23 per cent, 
while Bandipora and Baramulla each recorded 
a 13 per cent shortfall.

Officials and weather observers said the fall-
ing precipitation levels may lead to a further 
decline in water levels in the Jhelum river and 
other streams during the peak summer season.

Some districts in the Jammu region, how-
ever, recorded surplus rainfall in April. Samba 
witnessed the highest increase with a 96 per 
cent surplus, followed by Rajouri at 46 per cent 
and Reasi at 40 per cent.

Jammu and Udhampur each recorded 15 per 
cent excess rainfall, while Poonch received 14 
per cent above-normal precipitation. Kupwara, 
Ramban and Doda also recorded marginal sur-
pluses. (KNO)

Sports council
held in the Kashmir division, where sports 

students from Kabaddi, Wushu, and other 
academies pledged to remain free from drugs 

and alcohol.
Recognising the importance of confidence 

and safety in youth development, the Sports 
Council organised a week-long self-defence 
workshop at Government College for Women, 
Srinagar.

Conducted in collaboration with the 
Women’s Study Centre and the Department of 
Physical Education, the programme drew sig-
nificant participation and concluded with the 
certification of trainees. The initiative high-
lighted the Council’s broader vision of empow-
ering young women through sport as a preven-
tive measure against vulnerability and harmful 
influences.

Under My Youth My Pride, competitive 
events have been held across J&K, featuring 
disciplines such as football, volleyball, boxing, 
and indigenous games. Participation ranged 
from dozens to hundreds of athletes per event, 
with spectators contributing to a growing 
sporting culture. Professional coaching support 
from Khelo India Centres ensured quality train-
ing even in remote and border areas.

The expanding network of Khelo India 
Centres has emerged as the backbone of the 
grassroots movement, nurturing talent across 
disciplines including taekwondo, wushu, foot-
ball, and gymnastics.

Athletes from these centres have secured 
medals at the district, national, and interna-
tional levels, including representation in global 
competitions and qualification for the Khelo 
India Youth Games, marking significant prog-
ress for the region’s sporting ecosystem.

Family support
at treatment facilities in Kashmir.
“Nearly 90 to 95 per cent of patients visit-

ing our centre are heroin users,” he said, add-
ing that out of around 650 registered patients 
at the ATF in District Hospital Shopian, almost 
all are male.

Dr Aadil said the role of parents and guard-
ians extends far beyond simply bringing pa-
tients to hospitals or rehabilitation centres. He 
advised parents to remain actively involved 
in their children’s daily lives by observing be-
havioural changes, monitoring social circles 
and paying attention to unusual activities or 
possessions.

“If parents notice sudden behavioural chang-
es, withdrawal from family interactions or sus-
picious habits, they should immediately seek 
professional help instead of ignoring the signs,” 
he said.

The doctor further said that treatment fa-
cilities are providing free medical care, coun-
selling and rehabilitation support to addicts, 
while family counselling sessions are also be-
ing organised to educate relatives about han-
dling addiction with patience and empathy.

“These sessions help families understand 
that addiction is a medical and psychologi-
cal condition, not merely a moral failing. 
Supportive behaviour from loved ones signifi-
cantly improves recovery outcomes,” he added.

Experts believe that involving families in the 
recovery process not only strengthens the pa-
tient emotionally but also helps relatives cope 
with the social and psychological challenges 
associated with addiction. They said collective 
efforts by families, healthcare professionals, 
educational institutions and society are essen-
tial to tackle the menace. (KNO)

World’s dangerous
force but a symbol of people’s trust and sacrifice.
He said the entire recruitment process was conducted by 

the Jammu and Kashmir authorities in a completely transpar-
ent, fair and merit-based manner. “All the recruits selected 
today have come through a transparent and merit-based 
recruitment process. I believe these young recruits will pro-
vide new strength to J&K Police and help further strengthen 
discipline, professionalism and decency within the force,” 
he said.

LG Sinha said they were becoming part of a force whose 
glory, sacrifice and professionalism are recognised across the 
country.

“Today, through this platform, I want to tell all of you 
that you are becoming part of a force whose glory is known 
nationwide. Jammu and Kashmir Police is not merely the 
name of a force, but the name of people’s faith and trust,” 
he said.

The Lieutenant Governor said the recruits were not merely 
entering a profession, but were taking the responsibility of 
carrying forward a proud legacy on their shoulders.

“You are not just joining a profession; you are carrying a 
legacy on your shoulders. This force has been built on the 
trust, expectations and confidence of the people,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor said the Jammu and Kashmir 
Police have earned immense respect due to the sacrifices ren-
dered by its brave personnel over the years. He said whenever 
brave policemen and women step out for duty, they know-
ingly put their lives at risk so that common people can live 
safely and peacefully.

“When the brave police personnel of J&K Police leave their 
homes for duty, they are fully aware of the dangers before 
them, yet they continue to protect society with courage and 
dedication,” he said.

NATURE OF CRIME AND WARFARE CHANGING
Referring to the changing security environment, Sinha said 

the nature of crime and warfare has evolved significantly 
over the years. He said the police force now faces challenges 
beyond conventional terrorism, including cybercrime, cyber 
warfare, narco-terrorism and narrative warfare.

“The future policing system will have to deal with cyber 
threats, digital crimes, narrative warfare and organised terror 
structures. The new recruits must prepare themselves men-
tally and technologically for these future challenges,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor extended his best wishes to the 
newly recruited constables and expressing confidence that 
their induction would significantly strengthen the operation-
al capability of the Jammu and Kashmir Police.

Atal Dulloo, Chief Secretary; Nalin Prabhat, DGP J&K; 
Chandraker Bharti, Principal Secretary Home Department; 
S.J.M.Gillani, Special DG Coordination PHQ; Abdul Ghani Mir, 
Commandant General Home Guards; M.K Sinha, ADGP Head-
quarters; senior officials of police and civil administration, 
and family members of new recruits attended the appoint-
ment letters presentation ceremony. (KNO)

J&K Police
have to fight terrorism, narcotics, organised crime and 

multiple law-and-order challenges simultaneously. “Joining 
the force is not merely a job but a symbol of sacrifice, dedi-
cation and service to the nation.”

The DGP said, “Whether it is Pakistani-sponsored terror-
ism, organised crime, narcotics or law-and-order challenges, 
J&K Police stand firm in every situation. During disasters, 
emergencies, pilgrimages or tourist movement, the force 
remains at the forefront.”

He said around 4,000 youth, including more than 600 
women, have been selected in what he termed the biggest 
recruitment exercise conducted by J&K Police in recent years.

“These posts were advertised in 2014 and over 5.5 lakh 
candidates from across J&K had applied. This reflects the 
eagerness of youth to join the police force,” he said.

The DGP said the response also reflects the growing peace, 
stability and development in Jammu and Kashmir over the 
last six years.

“To a great extent, under the leadership of LG Sahib, new 
dimensions of peace, security and progress have been cre-
ated. This shows that the youth want to move ahead in the 
national mainstream,” he said.

He expressed hope that the newly selected constables 
would contribute significantly towards nation-building, 
maintaining peace and strengthening security.

NEW RECRUITS WILL ACT AS FORCE MULTIPLIERS 
Giving details about the force, the DGP said the sanctioned 

strength of constables in J&K Police is around 53,000, while 
a little over 40,000 personnel are presently posted.“With 
the joining of these 4,000 recruits, our vacancies will reduce 

considerably and our operational capabilities will increase,” 
he said.

He said the recruits would act as “force multipliers” in 
anti-terror operations being carried out in mountains, for-
ests, ridges and far-flung areas against Pakistani-sponsored 
terrorists.

The DGP also revealed that the recruitment process for 
another 6,484 constables has already been initiated follow-
ing requests made to the government.

“You are becoming members of one of the bravest police 
forces in the country, serving the nation since 1873. There 
can be no greater honour,” he said.

MANY AMONG SELECTED CANDIDATES ARE GRADUATES, 
POSTGRADUATES, B.TECH AND M.TECH DEGREE HOLDERS

Highlighting the educational qualifications of the recruits, 
the DGP said many among the selected candidates are gradu-
ates, postgraduates, B.Tech and M.Tech degree holders.

“We will utilise technically qualified youth in specialised 
areas and make full use of their skills during service,” he said.

Calling J&K Police a “technology-driven and citizen-centric 
force,” the DGP said educated youth joining the force reflects 
deep national devotion and patriotism among the younger 
generation.

“A police uniform is a symbol of discipline, honesty, loyalty, 
bravery, passion and sacrifice. Most importantly, it represents 
service to the nation,” he said.

He said the recruits would undergo extensive training in 
physical fitness, mental strength, Nyaya Sanhita, technology, 
jungle warfare and modern policing methods.

“J&K Police have to work differently from traditional polic-
ing because our challenges are unique. We will prepare you 
physically, mentally and professionally,” he said.

The DGP urged interested recruits to volunteer for elite 
units like Snow Leopards, Markhor and Special Operations 
Group (SOG), saying they would be provided advanced 
training.

“Along with physical fitness, mental fitness is equal-
ly important. When the body stops responding, the mind 
becomes the biggest weapon,” he said.

Referring to the sacrifices of the force, the DGP said 1,620 
personnel of J&K Police have laid down their lives for the 
country while fighting bravely.

“This is our golden legacy and you are its inheritors. You 
have to fight terrorism, eliminate crime and also take on the 
menace of drugs,” he said.

He also advised the recruits to maintain respectful rela-
tions with the public while dealing with policing challenges.

“There should be no misbehaviour with the public. Mutual 
respect and public trust are essential in policing,” he said.

The DGP said J&K Police has been actively participating in 
the “Drug-Free J&K” campaign launched by the Lieutenant 
Governor from April 11.

“You must win the confidence of society and the public. 
That is only possible through honesty and fair play,” he said.

He further said police personnel remain under constant 
public scrutiny and therefore must maintain discipline, fit-
ness and proper public conduct at all times.

“You are no longer ordinary civilians. We wear our uniform 
with pride and serve with humility,” he added, while con-
gratulating the recruits and their families once again. (KNO)

Create Flood
proactive measures, including the establishment of Flood 

Crisis Management Teams (FCMTs) across all states. These 
specialized teams are tasked with ensuring rapid response 
and effective management during flood emergencies. The 
Home Minister also called for the development of an inte-
grated flood forecasting system at both the central and 
state levels, highlighting the importance of early warning 
mechanisms.

A key part of the strategy involves expanding the scope of 
early warning systems. Shah proposed that at least 60 lakes 
be incorporated into a preliminary plan to develop early 
warning infrastructure for 30 high-risk lakes in vulnerable 
regions such as Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Uttarakhand, 
Himachal Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, and Sikkim. These 
efforts will be supported by the National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA), with an emphasis on monitoring 
and predicting flood patterns more accurately.

The Home Minister also stressed the importance of review-
ing compliance with existing NDMA guidelines for disaster 
management, including those related to forest fires and heat 
waves. He instructed NDMA to conduct a study assessing how 
effectively states are implementing these directives, aiming 
to strengthen disaster response at district and municipal 
levels.

In line with the government’s climate adaptation agen-
da, the Home Minister called for increased focus on water 

conservation initiatives. He advocated for the construc-
tion of check dams and water storage projects to enhance 
groundwater levels and mitigate the impacts of heat waves. 
The utilization of the CAMPA Fund was also emphasized as 
a means to promote environmental balance and climate 
resilience.

Amit Shah highlighted the necessity of a master plan to 
address evolving weather patterns driven by climate change. 
This plan should adopt a “Whole of Government” and “Whole 
of Society” approach, integrating efforts across ministries, 
departments, and local communities. He urged officials to 
prioritize strengthening existing weather apps and portals, 
ensuring effective dissemination of forecasts and warnings 
to grassroots levels.

The Home Minister expressed particular interest in 
improving monsoon forecasts, advocating for detailed 
assessments of casualties, forecast accuracy, and agricultural 
damage during monsoon seasons. He praised ongoing efforts 
by various ministries and departments, noting significant 
improvements such as extending rainfall and flood forecast 
lead times from 3 to 7 days and enhancing heatwave predic-
tion standards.

The meeting was attended by senior officials, including 
Union Jal Shakti Minister C. R. Patil, the Union Home Secre-
tary, heads of NDMA, NDRF, IMD, and other key departments. 
Their collective focus is now on translating these directives 
into actionable plans to safeguard lives and property from 
natural calamities.

Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership, these 
initiatives reflect a resolute push toward disaster prepared-
ness, with the ultimate goal of minimizing casualties and 
ensuring resilient communities across India.

Golf tourism
The Chief Minister said the government is focusing on 

encouraging local golfers while simultaneously using the 
sport to boost tourism in Jammu and Kashmir.

“This tournament is another step towards promoting golf 
in Kashmir. We want to encourage our local golfers and also 
inspire a new generation of young players to take up the 
sport,” he said.

Omar said more than 100 golfers, including participants 
from different parts of the country, took part in the tourna-
ment, reflecting Kashmir’s growing attraction as a golfing 
destination.

He said golfers from outside Jammu and Kashmir have 
increasingly started visiting Srinagar during long weekends 
specifically to play golf, expressing hope that such sporting 
activities would further strengthen the tourism sector.

“In North India, whenever there is a long weekend, many 
golfers are now coming to Srinagar just to play golf. We hope 
tourism will definitely benefit from this trend,” he said.

The Chief Minister further said the government, in coor-
dination with tourism authorities and event organisers, is 
planning more such events in future to place Kashmir prom-
inently on the national and global golfing map.

“Our aim is to organise as many events as possible so that 
both local golfers and golfers from outside Kashmir can come 
together and play here. We want to keep our golf courses at 
par with the best in the country,” he added.

Advisor to the Chief Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, MLA 
Zadibal Tanvir Sadiq, MLA Gulmarg Pirzada Farooq Ahmed 
Shah, Secretary Royal Springs Golf Course Haris Ahmad 
Handoo Director Tourism Kashmir Syed Qamar Sajjad, the 
organizers and golfers from outside as well as J&K were also 
present on the occasion.

The tournament is being organised by Innovative Sports 
Leisure in collaboration with the J&K Tourism Department. 
The event aims to promote golf tourism and further boost the 
tourism sector in Jammu & Kashmir.

CM Omar
public amenities, youth facilities, heritage conservation 
and tourism development.

The Chief Minister began his tour at Beehama, Gander-
bal, where he laid the foundation stone for construction of 
a Library & Reading Room to be established by the Culture 
Department at an estimated cost of ₹4.83 crore. The project 
is envisioned as a modern knowledge and learning space for 
students and youth of the district.

He also e-launched several key infrastructure projects 
including upgradation of inner links of Ahan Zazna, Waskura 
and Khojbagh Kondbal; upgradation and construction of link 
roads from Gutlibagh to Baba Wayil under NABARD-RIDF; 
construction of Sindh Riverfront Phase-I at Ganderbal; and 
widening and upgradation of road from Dursuma Market 
to Misbagh Baba Mohallah, Checkpora Arhama, involving a 
cumulative estimated cost of ₹15.36 crore.

The Chief Minister further e-inaugurated the new Divi-
sional Office building of Sindh Forest Division at Beehama, 
Ganderbal, constructed at a cost of ₹1.11 crore, which is 
expected to improve administrative functioning and public 
service delivery in the forest sector.

In the cultural heritage sector, the Chief Minister laid the 
foundation stone for restoration, conservation and devel-
opment of the historic Masjid Hamam and allied works at 
Malshahi Masjid, Malshahi Bagh, at an estimated cost of 
₹5.01 crore. The project aims to preserve this architectural 
and cultural legacy while promoting heritage tourism.

At District Hospital Ganderbal, the Chief Minister inau-
gurated Bone Dexa Scan and Fibro Scan machines procured 
under CSR support from HDFC Bank at a cost of ₹1.16 crore. 
The advanced diagnostic equipment is expected to signif-
icantly improve healthcare services and facilitate early 
diagnosis and treatment for patients in the district.

Later, at Gadoora, Ganderbal, the Chief Minister laid the 
foundation stone for construction of a Youth Hostel at Gov-
ernment College of Physical Education, Ganderbal, to be 
executed by the Public Works Department at a cost of ₹15.26 
crore.

During his visit to the college premises, the Chief Minis-
ter also inspected an exhibition showcasing modern sports 
science and training equipment, including magnetic gait 
analysis systems, force plates, body stat analysis tools, basic 
life support demonstration units, skiing equipment, bowling 
machines and coaching analysis software. He appreciated 
the college administration for equipping students with mod-
ern training and coaching facilities and promoting scientific 
approaches in sports education.

The Chief Minister also visited the work site of Guzhama 
Bridge where he reviewed the status of this long-pending 
project and directed the concerned departments to ensure 
timely execution while maintaining quality standards.

He was informed that the technical evaluation process 
has been completed and the bridge design is presently under 
progress. Stressing the importance of timely completion, the 
Chief Minister instructed the officers to ensure that the pro-
ject is completed within the approved cost and stipulated 
timeframe so that the bridge is dedicated to the public at 
the earliest.

A large gathering of local residents expressed gratitude 
to the Chief Minister for taking up the bridge project, 
which had remained stalled for more than a decade. Inter-
acting with the locals, the Chief Minister assured them 
that the government is fully aware of the hardships faced 
by the people due to the absence of the bridge and reiter-
ated his commitment to completing the project within the 
stipulated timeframe.

During the tour and inauguration and foundation laying 
ceremonies, the Chief Minister was accompanied by Depu-
ty Chief Minister Surinder Kumar Choudhary, Minister for 
Health & Medical Education Sakina Itoo, Minister for Forests 
Javed Ahmed Rana, Minister for Youth Services & Sports Sat-
ish Sharma, Advisor to the Chief Minister Nasir Aslam Wani 
and MLA Zadibal Tanvir Sadiq.

Commissioner Secretary Housing & Urban Development 
Department, Commissioner Secretary Youth Services & 
Sports, Commissioner Secretary Culture, Chief Conserva-
tor of Forests J&K, Deputy Commissioner Ganderbal, SSP 
Ganderbal, Chief Engineer Public Works (R&B), Medical 
Superintendent District Hospital Ganderbal and other 
senior officers also accompanied the Chief Minister dur-
ing the visit.

Omar dedicates
inaugurated advanced medical equipment under Corpo-

rate Social Responsibility by HDFC Bank including an ERCP 
Endoscopy Machine, Ultra/Doppler Sound Machine, Tissue 
Processor for Histo Pathology and Laser Urology equipment, 
procured at a total cost of ₹2.25 crore.

During his visit, the Chief Minister toured the newly inau-
gurated facilities, including the Department of Pathology, 
Department of Laboratory, Immunology Section, Biochem-
istry Section and USG Room, among others. He also interacted 
with doctors, technicians and paramedical staff at the 
hospital.

Appreciating the dedication and commitment of the 
healthcare workers, the Chief Minister lauded the staff for 
providing quality healthcare services to the people through-
out the year.

The Chief Minister was accompanied by Deputy Chief 
Minister Surinder Kumar Choudhary, Minister for Health & 
Medical Education Sakina Itoo, MLA Zadibal Tanvir Sadiq, 
Medical Superintendent JLNM Hospital, representatives of 
HDFC Bank, senior doctors and other officials.

CJI Kant lauds Solicitor General for his new books
'He entered hallowed 

halls of legal world'

PTI

New Delhi, May 10: Chief Justice of In-
dia Surya Kant on Sunday lauded Solic-
itor General Tushar Mehta for authoring 
two books and said he has entered the 
hallowed halls of the legal world armed 
with nothing but "sharp quips and a 
keen eye".

Speaking at the launch of Mehta's 
two books– 'The Bench, the Bar, and the 
Bizarre', and 'The Lawful and the Awful' 
here -- CJI Kant in the presence of Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah said when 
Mehta invited him for the event, he was 
wondering as to what would happen if the 
world of law takes a vacation to a come-
dy club.

The CJI said as he flipped through the 
pages, he found himself struck by a ques-
tion over and over again as to how did 
Mehta find the time to pen these charm-
ing tomes in the first place?

"As the solicitor general of India, I see 
him spending his mornings in Court 
Number 1, his afternoons are probably 
divided in other courtrooms and gov-
ernment work, and his evenings, I hope, 
he spends reading thousands of pages of 
briefs. And yet, we're all here to launch 
not one, but two books!

"So I tried to solve this mystery! I have 
two running theories. Either Tushar Bhai 
has successfully petitioned the Almighty 
for a 25th hour in the day and kept that 

order strictly for himself, or he has dis-
covered that the best time for comedic 
writing is while Court No. 1 is taking too 
long to read a file during a hearing. My 
money's on the latter!" the CJI said to the 
hall full of an audience comprising fam-
ily of Shah, judges of top court and high 
court, and senior lawyers and other mem-
bers of the legal fraternity.

"Far from being just witty stories, these 
are revelations about how the humanity 
of the legal process occasionally peeks 
through its marble facade. Tushar Bhai is 
not content with simply tossing jokes at 
us, he masterfully serves every anecdote 
as both amusement and illumination," he 
said. CJI Kant said that Mehta "reminds us 
gently that the law, for all its seriousness, 
is still a profoundly human enterprise". At 

the end of the day, behind every statute 
and every ruling are just people- with 
their own quirks, their own flaws but also 
occasional bursts of comic brilliance, he 
said.

The CJI said who could have guessed 
that dusty case files, legal jargon, and sol-
emn judicial proceedings could turn into 
fodder for hilarity and yet here "we are, 
grinning from ear to ear, as if we have just 
stumbled across a Supreme Court ruling 
written by Mark Twain".

"Solicitor general has done what so few 
dare to attempt: he has entered the hal-
lowed halls of the legal world armed with 
nothing but sharp quips and a keen eye. 
And he has emerged victorious, carrying 
a treasure trove of anecdotes that will 
make even the most stoic jurist crack a 

big smile.
"Through hilarious tales, piercing 

observations, and a comic lens that nev-
er misses its mark, these books invite 
readers to explore legal dilemmas with 
chuckles instead of headaches," he said.

Recalling several anecdotes from high 
courts, the CJI said that there are sever-
al such stories from courtrooms across 
the country and unlike these two books, 
which have collections of stories from 
other jurisdictions, Mehta should plan a 
third one.

"For his third Book, I think Tushar Bhai 
should turn his gaze towards our own 
judicial system, which I’m sure is feel-
ing left out of the limelight & believe me, 
there is no dearth of comical tales from 
our own region. In fact, I’m certain we 
have enough material in Delhi itself to 
fill a library! Of course I would be more 
than happy to contribute to it. Naturally, 
I would be less tight-lipped post-retire-
ment!" he said.

To the amusement of the gathering, 
the CJI said, "I think omitting the Indi-
an Bench from his razor-sharp volumes 
wasn’t just editorial discretion, but actu-
ally his heightened survival instinct. You 
see, Tushar Bhai knows that if he wrote 
about our quirks, his next 'Mentioning' 
would have been outrightly rejected in 
Court No. 1 without the scope of a Review 
Petition."

Speaking about the books, he said what 
elevates this current collection beyond a 
mere string of comical incidents, is the 
artistry with which they are woven into 
an engaging narrative.

Mehta’s books offer rare 

insights into justice delivery: 

Attorney general

PTI

New Delhi, May 10: Attor-
ney General R Venkatarama-
ni on Sunday praised Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta's two 
newly released books, saying 
they offer a rare and insightful 
glimpse into the “hidden di-
mensions” of justice delivery.

Speaking at the launch of 
Mehta's books – ‘The Bench, 
the Bar and the Bizarre’ and ‘The 
Lawful and the Awful’ – at the 
Bharat Mandapam here, Venkat-
aramani described the works as 
much more than collections of 
courtroom anecdotes.

“I wonder how studiously and 
courageously Tushar Bhai has 
blended facets deeply relevant 
for understanding the hidden 
dimensions of doing justice,” 
the attorney general said.

“He has carefully chronicled 
stories of law and justice while 
offering peeks into human 
nature in both its exalted and 
ridiculous manifestations,” he 
said. Calling the titles “decep-
tive”, Venkataramani said the 

books go far beyond humour or 
light storytelling and are rooted 
in Mehta's vast legal experience 
and sharp understanding of 
judicial functioning.

Besides Mehta and Venkata-
ramani, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah and Chief Justice of 
India Surya Kant also addressed 
the gathering.

Venkataramani, the coun-
try's top law officer, said that 
every story in the two books 
is couched in respectful but 
revealing simple prose, depict-
ing dramatic personalities, 
happenings and judicial adven-
tures across courtrooms.

“The books invite us to pon-
der how human nature and how 
its invisible callings, promptings 
and appeals impact the business 
of doing justice. Every chapter 
heading in both the books hides 
more than what it intends to 
share, and the witty exteriors of 
the stories do not end with wit, 
satire or humour but are laced 
with simple and straightfor-
ward intervening comments,” 
the attorney general said.
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Bengal poll verdict gave 'unimaginable sense of 

relief ' to entire nation, drew global attention: PM
PTI

Jamnagar, May 10: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Sunday 
said people across the country 
felt a sense of relief after the 
BJP's sweeping victory in the 
West Bengal assembly elec-
tions, asserting that the poll 
outcome had drawn global at-
tention.

The BJP put up a stunning 
performance in the West Ben-
gal polls, results of which were 
announced on May 4, winning 
207 seats in the 294-member 
assembly, in the process ending 
the 15-year rule of the Trinamool 
Congress under Mamata Baner-
jee. The TMC ended up with just 
80 seats.

Modi arrived in Jamnagar 
on Sunday night as part of his 
two-day visit to Gujarat and was 
accorded a grand welcome at Lal 
Bangla Circle by party MLAs, MPs 
and workers.

Addressing a public gather-
ing at the venue after his arrival, 
Modi said the West Bengal poll 
results had emotionally connect-
ed people across India unlike any 
other election he had witnessed.

"We have fought many elec-
tions and won many elections. 
Victory and defeat keep happen-
ing. But for the first time, I have 
seen that the Bengal elections felt 

like they belonged to the whole 
country," he said.

"Even a person sitting thou-
sands of miles away felt a sense 
of relief when change came to 
Bengal. Imagine how terrify-
ing the pain of the people there 
must have been, that a person in 
Gujarat feels relieved (following 
BJP's victory and TMC's defeat)," 
he added.

The prime minister said 
the reaction to the election 
result showed the unity of 
the country and the emotion-
al connection people across 
states shared with Bengal.

"Every corner of Gujarat felt 
the agony of 'what has happened 
to our Bengal?' And then, an 
unimaginable sense of relief is 

felt, as if people have been freed 
from massive shackles. That is 
the emotion we see. The tears of 
joy in people's eyes are not drying 
up," said the PM.

Modi said BJP workers had 
made immense sacrifices in 
Bengal and recalled that more 
than 300 party workers had lost 
their lives there.

"I have seen many election 
results, but such an impact from 
an election result... perhaps I am 
experiencing this for the first 
time in my political life," he said.

He expressed confidence that 
the BJP government in Bengal 
would help revive the state 
through governance and wel-
fare initiatives.

"The BJP will definitely fill the 

50-year-old ditch that Bengal has 
fallen into and make Bengal run 
again," Modi said.

The prime minister also said 
the Bengal election results were 
being discussed globally and 
asserted that the victory reflect-
ed the changing aspirations of 
India's youth.

"The results of the Bengal 
assembly elections are being 
discussed all over the world; 
eminent people globally are tak-
ing note," he said.

Attacking opposition parties, 
Modi said those engaged only in 
negativity and abuse have lost 
touch with the country's young-
er generation.

"It seems that many political 
parties and leaders in the coun-
try are completely unaware of 
the aspirations of today's youth," 
he added.

Referring to the BJP's recent 
electoral success in the local 
body polls in Gujarat, the PM 
said people had created history 
by breaking decades-old records.

H ig h l ig ht i n g  Guja r at 's 
long-standing support for the 
BJP, Modi said the state had con-
sistently blessed the party for 
generations.

Gujarat's development jour-
ney over the past two decades 
has transformed its global image, 
he said. "There was a time when, 

apart from salt production, we 
weren't doing much else," he said.

Gujarat is now manufactur-
ing semiconductor chips, metro 
coaches and modern railway 
engines, while also preparing to 
build aircraft, he pointed out.

He also cited Gujarat's ini-
tiatives in climate action and 
renewable energy, saying the 
state was among the first gov-
ernments globally to create a 
dedicated climate department.

Gujarat has emerged as a major 
hub for solar and renewable ener-
gy and played a key role in the 
country's development revolu-
tion, the PM said.

Referring to his scheduled visit 
to the Somnath Temple on Mon-
day, Modi said the event would 
mark 75 years since the re-con-
secration of the revered place of 
worship after Independence.

The prime minister said the 
anniversary was linked to the 
vision of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel and recalled that India's 
first President Dr Rajendra Pras-
ad had attended the ceremony at 
the time despite opposition from 
several quarters.

After the Somnath event, the 
prime minister will travel to 
Vadodara, where he is sched-
uled to inaugurate a hostel 
complex developed by the Sar-
dar Dham Trust.

In our country, every 

day is dedicated to 

mothers: Amit Shah

PTI

New Delhi, May 10: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on Sunday 
said every day in India is dedicated 
to mothers while recalling a per-
sonal note that he used to touch 
his mother's feet every day and 
continues to light a lamp before 
her picture even after her death.

Addressing a gathering at the 
launch of two books authored by 
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, 
The Bench, the Bar and the Bizarre 
and The Lawful and the Awful, Shah 
said, "I used to touch my mother's 
feet every day, and even after she 

is no more, I light a lamp before her 
picture every day."

"In our country, every day is ded-
icated to mothers," he said.

Amit Shah appreciated Tushar 
Mehta for dedicating the books to 
his mother and launching them on 
Mother's Day.

The home minister described 
Mehta as not only the solicitor gen-
eral of India and a knowledgeable 
lawyer, but also his friend.

Shah also said that the Con-
stitution and the judiciary have 
made significant contributions in 
strengthening and deepening the 
roots of India's democracy.

CM Vijay begins implementing 

assurances, more challenges in store
 

PTI

Chennai, May 10: C Jo-
seph Vijay, popular 
among his admirers as 
'Thalapathi' (Command-
er), has assumed office 
as the Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister, overcoming 
hurdles. However, bigger 
challenges now await 
him in implementing his 
party's poll promises.

Im me diately  a f ter 
assuming office on Sun-
day, Vijay made three 
announcements towards 
implementing his poll 
promises, with the first 
one being on providing 200 
units of free electricity to 
domestic consumers for 
every bill, but with a rider. 
Only those who consume 
up to 500 units during a 
two-month billing cycle 
can avail this concession.

F o l l o w i n g  t h i s 
announcement, criticism 
has emerged on social 
media, saying that he 
promised 200 units of free 
electricity to everyone, but 
now is introducing restric-
tions to avail the benefit. I

He also announced the 
setting up of anti-nar-
cotic task force units 
--65 units-- across the 
state for tough action 
against drugs. In another 

announcement, he said 
that the setting up of 
a special task force for 
women's safety, called 
'Singa Pen Sirappu Athira-
di Padai' was ordered. He 
said that this force would 
ensure expeditious action 
over complaints related to 
women's safety.

However, he has a slew 
of other promises to fulfil 
against the background of 
a heavy debt burden, as he 
described it.

Vijay said, "I have to 
tell you about the current 
status of the Tamil Nadu 
government. The state has 
been burdened with a debt 
exceeding Rs 10 lakh crore, 
and the treasury has been 
completely emptied, leav-
ing an unbearable burden."

He said his party-led 
government was taking 
over the responsibility only 
under such a situation.

Vijay's assurances in the 
party manifesto include 
Rs 2,500 monthly assis-
tance for women below 
60 years, 8 gm gold (22 Ct 
valued at around Rs 1.13 
lakh) for marriage and six 
free cooking gas cylinders 
a year, per family.

He has also prom-
ised a gold ring for every 
baby born in Tamil Nadu 
under the (Thai Maman 

Thanga Mothiram Thit-
tam--Maternal uncle gold 
ring scheme) as the gov-
ernment's blessing, along 
with a "Baby Welcome Kit," 
comprising products offer-
ing nutritional support and 
baby dresses.

The actor-turned-politi-
cian also assured a quality 
silk saree in addition to 
gold for indigent brides 
and interest-free loans up 
to Rs 5 lakh for women-run 
SHGs. He assured corrup-
tion-free good governance 
if voted to power in his 
maiden electoral fight.

The manifesto also 
laid importance on edu-
cation. To prevent school 
dropouts, mothers or 
guardians of children 
studying in government 
and state-aided schools 
will receive Rs 15,000 
annually.

Vijay promised 100 spe-
cial residential schools 
named after iconic lead-
er K Kamaraj, credited 
with revolutionising edu-
cation in the state, and 
higher education loans of 
up to Rs 20 lakh. The TVK 
founder also assured the 
AI Ministry, AI University 
and AI City.

The manifesto placed a 
strong emphasis on agrar-
ian welfare, too.

PM congratulates 

CM Vijay over phone
PTI

New Delhi, May 10: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had a telephonic conver-
sation with the new chief minister of 
Tamil Nadu, C Joseph Vijay, and congrat-
ulated him on taking the oath of office 
on Sunday.

The TVK chief was sworn in as the 
Tamil Nadu chief minister earlier in 
the day.

The prime minister and the new chief 
minister of Tamil Nadu spoke over the 
phone, and, during the conversation, Modi 
congratulated Vijay on taking oath as the 
chief minister of the state, sources said.

Earlier, in a post on 'X', Modi, while 
congratulating Vijay, said the central 
government will keep working with 
the state government to improve the 
lives of people.

"Congratulations to Thiru C. Joseph 
Vijay on taking oath as Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister. Best wishes for his 
tenure ahead. The Central Government 
will keep working with the Tamil Nadu 
Government to improve the lives of 
people," Modi said.

The Sunday swearing-in ushered in the 
first non-DMK, non-AIADMK government 
in Tamil Nadu, the Dravidian heartland, in 
about 60 years.

Assam Guv appoints Himanta as 

CM, swearing in on May 12

PTI

Guwahati, May 10: Governor 
Lakshman Prasad Acharya on Sun-
day appointed BJP leader Himanta 
Biswa Sarma as the chief minister 
of Assam, paving the way for the 
NDA's third consecutive govern-
ment in the state.

After being unanimously elected 
leader of the BJP-led NDA's legis-
lature party, Sarma, along with 
alliance leaders, met the governor 
at Lok Bhavan and formally staked 
claim to form the government.

"In exercise of the powers vest-
ed in him under clause (1) of Article 
164 of the Constitution of India, the 
Governor of Assam is pleased to 
appoint Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma 

as the Chief Minister of Assam," said 
a notification signed by Chief Secre-
tary Ravi Kota.

Sarma will be sworn in at 11.40 
am on May 12 at Veterinary College 
Field, Khanapara, it added.

The NDA, comprising the BJP, 
Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and 
Bodoland People's Front (BPF), 
secured a sweeping mandate 
in the assembly polls ,  win-
ning a record 102 seats in the 
126-member House. The BJP 
bagged 82 seats, while AGP and 
BPF won 10 seats each.

Sarma, who first became chief 
minister in 2021, is the f irst 
non-Congress leader in Assam 
to serve two consecutive terms 
as CM.

Amid US tariff challenge 

India got EU market 

opened for seafood 

through active talks: Goyal

PTI

Mumbai, May 10: India 
actively negotiated with 
the European Union to 
open its market for sea-
food exports, helping the 
country overcome chal-
lenges arising from steep 
US tariffs, Union Com-
merce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal said on 
Sunday.

Addressing repor t-
ers here, he said the 
government anticipat-
ed disruptions and acted 
swiftly to secure alterna-
tive markets for Indian 
exporters.

"Our government works 
24 hours. Often, even 
before a problem arises, we 
begin planning and action," 
he said.

Goyal said the US deci-
sion to impose 50 per cent 
tariff on Indian seafood 
had dealt a major blow to 
exports and caused dis-
tress among fishermen.

" W h e n  A m e r i c a 
imposed a 50 per cent 
tariff on Indian seafood, 
our exports suffered a big 
setback. Fishermen were 
very worried. The Centre 
responded by engaging 
with the European Union 
and addressing regulato-
ry bottlenecks that had 
earlier restricted Indian 
shipments," he pointed out.

Several Indian f ish-
ing establishments had 
been delisted by the EU 
in the past, but India used 

quality control orders and 
standards to push for their 
restoration, he said.

" We t o ok  a  f i r m 
approach and used qual-
ity control mechanisms. 
Today, more than 125 
Indian f ishery estab-
lishments have been 
registered," he said, add-
ing that this helped India 
regain access to a large 
and stable market.

The minister said the 
strategic move yield-
ed results, with seafood 
expor ts recording a 
growth of around 12-14 
per cent last year despite 
global uncertainties. He 
stressed that opening up 
the EU market was crucial 
given its massive import 
demand and importance 
in global trade.

Highlighting the broader 
approach, Goyal said India 
was focusing on securing 
long-term trade opportu-
nities through free trade 
agreements and global 
partnerships.

"If India has to become 
a developed nation, our 
international agreements 
must lay the foundation 
for the next 20-25 years. 
E x p a n d i n g  e x p o r t s , 
boosting manufacturing 
and creating employ-
m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
remain key priorities, 
and gaining access to 
major global markets 
is essential to achieve 
these goals," the senior 
BJP leader asserted.

Bar and Bench complementary, 

not competing institutions in 

constitutional democracy: 

ex-CJI Gavai

PTI

New Delhi, May 10: For-
mer Chief Justice of India 
B R Gavai on Sunday said 
the Bar and the Bench are 
two wheels of the gold-
en chariot on which the 
State's accountability 
rests and if one falters, 
the entire structure be-
gins to lose balance.

Speaking at the 52nd 
Annual Convocation of 
the Bar Association of Sri 
Lanka, the ex-top judge 
stated that an inde-
pendent judiciary does 
not operate in isolation 
and that the Bar and the 
Bench together sustain 
the promise of constitu-
tional democracy.

" T he Bar and the 
Bench are not two dis-
t inc t  or  compet ing 
institutions in a con-
stitutional democracy. 
They are complementary. 
They are, as I often said 
in my speeches in India, 
the two wheels of the 
golden chariot on which 
the accountability of the 
State rests. If one fal-
ters, the entire structure 
begins to lose balance," 
he said. Justice Gavai 
also said lawyers shape 

a society's moral and 
political imagination, 
and the Indian freedom 
movement was shaped 
in significant measure 
by individuals trained in 
law, like Mahatma Gan-
dhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
and B R Ambedkar.

A n  i n d e p e n d e n t 
Bar resists pressures, 
challenges excesses, 
maintains a culture of 
constitutional argument 
and speaks for those who 
may otherwise have no 
voice, he added.

Justice Gavai stated 
that the Bar is not a pro-
fessional privilege but a 
constitutional necessi-
ty and if the judiciary is 
the guardian of the Con-
stitution, the Bar is its 
vigilant ally.

"Experience of both 
India and Sr i  L an-
ka demonstrates that 
the strength of con-
stitutional democracy 
depends not only upon 
constitutional text or 
institutional design. It 
depends equally upon 
the presence of an inde-
pendent, vigilant, and 
engaged Bar," he said.
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“Movies Schedule”
BHOOTH BANGLA (U/A16+)

Michael (U/A 13+)

The Devil Wears Prada 2 (A)

Dhurandhar: The Revenge (A)

THE SHEEP DETECTIVES (UA 7+)

DAADI KI SHADI (U)
HINDI - 07:05 PM

MORTAL KOMBAT II (A)
ENGLISH ATMOS WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Hindi - 12:30 PM

Monday, 11  Mayth

Hindi - 10:45 AM, 05:30 PM

English with English Subtitles
02:00 PM

English with English Subtitles
03:00 PM

HINDI - 11:00 AM

ENGLISH - 04:45 PM

06:00 PM
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Iran responds to ceasefire proposal 

as drones target Gulf nations
AP

Dubai, May 10: Iran has sent 
its response to the latest US 
ceasefire proposal via Pakistani 
mediators and wants negotia-
tions to focus on permanently 
ending the war, Iran's state-run 
media said Sunday. Pakistan 
confirmed receiving it.

Iran seeks to end the war on 
all fronts, including in Lebanon, 
where Israel fights the Irani-
an-backed Hezbollah militant 
group, and to ensure the secu-
rity of shipping, its state TV said.

Washington's latest proposal 
addressed a deal to end the war, 
reopen the Strait of Hormuz and 
roll back Iran's nuclear program, 
an issue that Tehran would rath-
er discuss later.

The White House had no 
immediate comment about 
Iran's reply. President Don-
ald Trump is giving diplomacy 
“every chance we possibly can 
before going back to hostilities,” 
the US ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations, Mike Waltz, told 
ABC. Iran's new supreme lead-
er, Mojtaba Khamenei, who has 
not been seen or heard public-
ly since the war began, “issued 
new and decisive directives for 
the continuation of operations 
and the powerful confrontation 
with the enemies” while meet-
ing with the head of the joint 
military command, the state 
broadcaster reported, with no 
details.

Ceasefire is tested by drones
Meanwhile, the fragile cease-

fire was tested when a drone 
ignited a small fire on a ship 
off Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates and Kuwait reported 
drones entering their airspace. 
The UAE blamed Iran. No 
casualties were reported, and 
no one immediately claimed 
responsibility.

Qatar's Foreign Ministry 
called it a “dangerous and 
unacceptable escalation that 
threatens the security and safe-
ty of maritime trade routes and 

vital supplies in the region."
Iran and armed allied groups 

like Hezbollah in Lebanon 
have used drones to carry out 
hundreds of strikes since the 
war began with US and Israeli 
attacks on February 28.

Iran says it's on full readiness' 
to protect nuclear sites

Trump has reiterated threats 
to resume full-scale bombing if 
Iran does not accept an agree-
ment to reopen the strait and 
roll back its nuclear program. 
Iran has largely blocked the 
strategic waterway that's key 
to the global flow of oil, natural 
gas and fertilizer since the war 

began, rattling world markets.
The US in turn has blockad-

ed Iranian ports and on Friday 
struck two Iranian oil tankers 
it said were trying to breach 
the blockade. Iran's Revolu-
tionary Guard navy says any 
attack on Iranian oil tankers 
or commercial vessels would 
be met with a “heavy assault” 
on one of the US bases in the 
region and enemy ships.

The American military said 
Sunday that it has turned back 
61 commercial vessels and dis-
abled four since the blockade 
began April 13.

Another sticking point in 

negotiations is Iran's high-
ly enriched uranium. The UN 
nuclear agency says Iran has 
more than 440 kilograms (970 
pounds) of uranium that is 
enriched up to 60 per cent puri-
ty, a short, technical step from 
weapons-grade levels.

In an interview with state 
media posted late Saturday, 
an Iranian military spokesper-
son said its forces were on “full 
readiness” to protect nuclear 
sites where uranium is stored.

“We considered it possible 
that they might intend to steal it 
through infiltration operations 
or heli-borne operations,” Brig. 
Gen. Akrami Nia told the IRNA 
news agency.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu in an excerpt of 
an interview with CBS sched-
uled to air later Sunday said 
the war isn't over because the 
enriched uranium needs to be 
taken out of Iran. “Trump has 
said to me, I want to go in there,' 
and I think it can be done physi-
cally,” he said.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said Saturday that Mos-
cow's proposal to take enriched 
uranium from Iran to help nego-
tiate a settlement remains on 
the table.

The majority of Iran's high-
ly enriched uranium is likely 
at its Isfahan nuclear com-
plex, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency director-gen-
eral told The Associated Press 
last month. The facility was 
bombarded by US-Israeli air-
strikes in the 12-day war last 
year and faced less intense 
attacks this year.

Pakistan oversaw face-to-
face talks between the U.S. and 
Iran last month and continues 
to pursue mediation. In rare 
public comments, army chief 
Field Marshal Asim Munir said 
Islamabad remains commit-
ted to helping end the conflict. 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
spoke by phone with his Qatari 
counterpart.

Iran warns against 

French-British effort in 

Strait of Hormuz
AP

Dubai, May 10: Iran's deputy foreign minister warned 
against a planned French-British effort that aims to sup-
port maritime security in the Strait of Hormuz after hos-
tilities are over. “The presence of French and British vessels, 
or those of any other country, for any possible cooperation 
with illegal US actions in the Strait of Hormuz that violate 
international law will be met with a decisive and immedi-
ate response from the armed forces,” Kazem Gharibabadi 
said on social media.

French President Emmanuel Macron responded by saying it 
won't be a military deployment but an international mission 
to secure shipping once conditions allow.

Several attacks against ships in the Persian Gulf have 
occurred over the past week, and a US effort to “guide” ships 
through the strait was quickly paused.

Krunal, Bhuvneshwar fire RCB to top of IPL 

points table with nervy win

Mumbai Indians 

knocked out
PTI

Raipur, May 10: Krunal Pandya's 
gritty 73 and Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar's all-round heroics (4/23, 
7 not out) powered Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru to a nervy 
two-wicket victory and knocked 
Mumbai Indians out of the race 
for IPL playoffs here on Sunday.

The win took RCB to the top of 
the Indian Premier League table 
with 14 points from 11 matches.

In a low-scoring attritional con-
test, fortunes swung from one 
side to the other but RCB got over 
the line in the final ball, scoring 
two off it.

The defending champions made 
the required 15 runs off the final 
over bowled by Raj Bawa, includ-
ing a six from Bhuvneshwar while 
also losing the last recognised 
batter in the form of Romario 
Shepherd (4).

RCB kept fighting from being 
reduced to 39 for three, and even-
tually finished with 167 for eight 
in reply to MI's 166/7.

Pandya battled cramps towards 

the end but produced a sensation-
al 73 off 46 balls with five sixes 
and four fours, doing the bulk of 
scoring for his side.

A pivotal moment came in the 
18th over when Naman Dhir and 
Tilak Varma came close from 
midwicket and long-on to a top 
edge which had carried all the 
way towards them. While Dhir 
collected the ball, he parried it to 
Tilak poorly and the chance was 
missed.Pandya made the most of  
it, hammering two sixes off AM 

Ghazanfar to take RCB closer, but 
on the final ball, Tilak completed 
a bunny hop catch to remove the 
biggest threat.

Trying to impose himself on 
the game early on, Virat Kohli (0) 
smacked one straight to mid-off 
where Bawa took a fine low catch 
off Deepak Chahar (2/33).

Chahar struck again in the third 
over when he found an outside 
edge off Devdutt Padikkal’s (12) 
bat, who had struck a four and a 
six to make a confident start.

Indian U-15 boys enter 6 finals, 7 

boxers win bronze medals
PTI

Tashkent (Uzbekistan), May 10: India’s U-15 boys 
delivered a strong showing in the semifinals of the 
Asian Boxing U15 Championships, with six pugi-
lists advancing to the finals and seven others set-
tling for bronze medals here on Sunday.

In the 33kg category, Yash Kumar registered a 
dominant 5:0 victory over Kiyan Iqbal of UAE to 
advance to the final. Sastha Vasanth Ashok Kumar 
(37kg) also secured a win against Aziretali Sanzhar-
bekov of Kyrgyzstan.

In the 43kg category, Samir Bohra delivered a com-
posed performance to defeat Adizbek Ilkhombekov of 
Uzbekistan 4:1. Sudarsan Vasudeva Chandak (52kg) 
impressed with an RSC (Referee Stopped Contest) 
win against Amirmahdi Shad of Iran.

In 58kg, Mohd Yasser recorded a convincing 

5:0 win over Seyyedariyamohammad Mousa 
of Iran. Ronak Parag Lokhande (67kg) round-
ed off the winning performances with an RSC 
victory against Mukhammadali Berdikulov of 
Kyrgyzstan.
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