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Showcase Jammu; organise
tours for Amarnath pilgrims:

LG Sinha to officials

Commends hard work of all officials; asks
them to treat every Yatri as divine guest

Yogesh

Jammu, Jul 15: Directing offi-
cials to showcase Jammu and
organize sightseeing tours of
key spiritual and tourism spots
for Amarnath pilgrims in the
region, Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha, on Wednesday
reiterated his resolve to make
this year’s yatra truly historic.
According to the details
available with the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer

(KNO) the Lieutenant Governor
on Wednesday visited the
Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas in
Jammu and reviewed the fa-
cilities and services in place for
the ongoing pilgrimage.

LG Sinha interacted with the
officials from J&K Police, Army,
Security Forces, Shrine Board,
and Civil Administration, and
took stock of the measures tak-
en to facilitate the comfortable
stay of the pilgrims. He com-
mended their hard work and

‘Jantar Mantar protest
unchanged, alternate
plan ready’

Rehan Qayoom Mir

Srinagar, Jul 15: Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
on Wednesday said the
National Conference (NC)
will leave for New Delhi
on July 19 even if authori-
ties deny permission for the
party’s proposed protest
at Jantar Mantar, asserting
that the programme for the

NC to leave for Delhi on
July 19 even without
permission:

CM Omar

A

restoration of Jammu and
Kashmir’s “snatched rights”
will continue as scheduled.

Speaking to reporters
here, Abdullah, as report-
ed by the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer
(KNO), said there would
be no change in the party’s
protest programme.

“Our protest at Jantar
Mantar  remains  un-
changed,” the CM said, add-
ing that the party would
continue to wait for permis-
sion while keeping an alter-
nate | More on P6

Rehan Qayoom Mir

Srinagar, Jul 15: The
Kashmir-based opposition
parties are likely to give a
miss to Jantar Mantar pro-
test being organised by the
National Conference (NC)
on July 20 over the demand

Kashmir opposition likely to skip
NC’s Jantar Mantar protest

for restoration of statehood.

Sources disclosed to
news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO) that
the PDP may decide against
joining the protest pro-
gramme organised by the
NC. “There is every likeli-
hood that the | More on P6

urged them to treat every Yatri
as a divine guest.

“With the holy pilgrimage
already crossing the 3 lakh
mark in just 12 days, ensuring a
smooth and hassle-free experi-
ence for pilgrims is our top pri-
ority,” the Lieutenant Governor
said.

The Lieutenant Governor
stressed on ensuring flawless
registration, comfortable lodg-
ing, and smooth travel arrange-
ments for all | More on P6

Mandies after
shooting stone hits
carnear Ramban

KNO Correspondent

Ramban, Jul 15: A man
was killed after a shoot-
ing stone hit his car on the
Jammu-Srinagar  National
Highway near Ramban on
Wednesday, officials said.
An official told the news
agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO) that the
man was returning home
after dropping another per-
son in Ramban | More on P6

Pic: Jahangir Shah (KNO/KT)

Lupin flowers in full bloom at Gulmarg, drawing tourists to the renowned picturesque ski resort in north Kashmir's Baramulla district.

3.24 lakh pilgrims complete
Amarnath Yatra in 13 days

22,599 perform
darshan on Wednesday

Fresh batch of 6,251
devotees leaves Jammu

Total departures
near one lakh

CISF DG reviews security

Umaisar Gull Ganie

Srinagar, Jul 15: The annual Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra continued to
witness an overwhelming re-
sponse, with 22,599 pilgrims
performing darshan at the holy
cave shrine on Wednesday, tak-
ing the total number of devo-
tees who have completed the
pilgrimage to 3,24,525 in the
first 13 days of the Yatra.
According to official figures

obtained by the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO),
those who performed darshan
on Wednesday included 16,156
men, 5,665 women, 346 chil-
dren, 86 sadhus, 13 sadhvis, 10
transgender devotees and 323
security personnel.

A fresh batch of 6,251 pil-
grims, including 50 foreign
devotees, left the Bhagwati
Nagar Yatri Niwas in Jammu
early Wednesday under multi-
layered security arrangements
for the twin base camps of
Baltal and Nunwan.

Officials said 2,985 pil-
grims opted for the shorter
Baltal route, while 3,266 pro-
ceeded towards the Nunwan
base camp via the traditional
Pahalgam route.

The convoy comprised 230
vehicles, including 137 buses,
34 medium | More on P6

Artificial Intelligence has
reshaped job market: LG Sinha

‘Today we stand on threshold of new era, Al has become part of our lives’

KT News Desk

Jammu, Jul 15: Asserting that
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has
changed the way we edu-
cate and hire the workforce,
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Wednesday said that it
has fundamentally reshaped the
job market, defining the eco-
nomic landscape in the new era.

Delivering a keynote address
on “Al: Effects and Side Effects”
on the 20th Punya Smriti
Diwas of Dr Suresh Awasthi
Smriti Nyas in Varanasi virtu-
ally, LG Sinha, according to
the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO) said, Dr
Awasthi, a remarkable person-
ality who embodied knowl-
edge and humility. “Dr Awasthi
was a distinguished scholar

Inclusion of Bhairav
Yatrainto ICH’s national
inventory proud moment
for Rajouri: LG

KT News Desk

tating that inclusion of
historic Bhairav Yatra

and a visionary who saw po-
litical science as a powerful
instrument for shaping society
and strengthening the nation.”
The Lieutenant Governor
observed that Dr. Awasthi in-
spired independent thinking
and his ideals | More on P6

into National Inventory
of Intangible Cultural Heritage
(ICH) of India is a proud moment
for Rajouri, Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Wednesday
congratulated the district
administration and Department
of Culture for turning this dream
into a reality.
In a post on X, the Lieutenant
Governor, according to the
news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO) said: “Proud
moment | More on P6

‘Don’t judge Kashmir by conflict headlines’:
Argentine tourists reveal different reality

Say Valley's true identity lies in its people, culture, breathtaking landscapes
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Rehan Qayoom Mir

Srinagar, Jul 15: Calling Kashmir
“far more than the headlines,” an
Argentine couple on Wednesday
said the Valley's true story lies
in its breathtaking landscapes,
warm-hearted people and rich
cultural traditions that deserve
to be experienced firsthand.

The duo also urged the world
not to judge Kashmir solely
through conflict-related head-
lines, saying they hope to re-
turn as there is still much of the
Valley left to explore once more
trekking routes and remote des-
tinations reopen.

Speaking exclusively to the

Bernal (37), a COBOL developer
and Maximiliano Gattari (41),

news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO), Florencia

a restaurant owner, both from
Buenos Aires, Argentina, said
Kashmir had long been on their
travel bucket list because of its
mountains and unique cultural
heritage.

The couple said they arrived
with concerns shaped by in-
ternational media coverage but
left with an entirely different
perspective.

“We mostly heard about the
political situation and secu-
rity concerns before coming.
But what we discovered was
breathtaking landscapes, genu-
inely kind people and a culture
that deserves to be known be-
yond the | More on P6

Kashmir set for hottest days of
season before wet spell returns

Srinagar may touch ‘ Widespread rain, heavy showers

36-37°C over next 3-days

expected from Jul 18 night

Sajid Raina

Srinagar, Jul 15: A prolonged
spell of hot, dry weather is ex-
pected to grip Kashmir over the
next three days, with Srinagar
likely to record the season's
highest temperature of 36-37
degrees Celsius.

An official of the India
Meteorological ~ Department
(IMD) told the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer that
the heat wave will be followed
by widespread rainfall from the
night of July 18.

The Meteorological Centre,
Srinagar stated that J&K's sum-
mer capital Srinagar recorded a
maximum temperature of 32.0°C
on Wednesday, 1.9°C above nor-
mal, while the minimum settled

CRPF ASI dies of cardiac arrest

KNO Correspondent

Kulgam, Jul 15: A Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
Assistant Sub-Inspector, died
after suffering a cardiac arrest
in south Kashmir's Kulgam
district on Wednesday morn-
ing, officials said.

Officials told the news
agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO) that the
ASI, posted with the 18th
Battalion of the CRPF in

at 19.0°C, 0.3°C above normal.
Jammu recorded 34.7°C, 0.7°C
above normal.

It said weather is likely to re-
main generally hot and humid
with the possibility of brief
spells of rain or thundershow-
ers at a few places between July
15 and 17.

Independent weather fore-
caster ~ Kashmir =~ Weather
Forecast said a prolonged spell
of dry, hot and stable weather
is expected to persist across the
Valley until July 18, with day-
time temperatures across the
plains likely to remain 5-8°C
above the seasonal average, sig-
nificantly increasing heat stress.

It said Srinagar could witness
its highest temperature of the
season, with | More on P6

Kulgam, suffered a fall while
on duty.

He was shifted to
Government Medical College
(GMC) Anantnag, where oc-
tors declared him dead on ar-
rival and said he had suffered
a cardiac arrest. He was later
identified as Jai Prakash, a
resident of Haryana.

Meanwhile, officials said
that further proceedings
have been initiated. (KNO)
| More on P6

As Wular turns toxic, women harvesters

watch generations-old livelihood fade
Scientific study detects heavy metals in water chestnuts

Sajid Raina

Srinagar, Jul 15: Every morn-
ing before sunrise, dozens of
women from villages surround-
ing Kashmir's Wular Lake push
their wooden boats into the
sprawling freshwater body to
harvest green water chestnuts,
a seasonal occupation that has
sustained their families for
generations.

But this year, they say, the
work has become harder, the
harvest smaller and the lake
itself increasingly hostile.

Standing for hours in waist-
deep water, many women now
wear gloves and face masks to

protect themselves from what
they describe as foul-smelling,
polluted water that leaves
their hands itching and causes
skin rashes after prolonged
exposure.

"In earlier years, one woman
could collect over 30 kilograms
of water chestnuts in a day.
Now we barely manage 10 to
15 kilograms," 45-year-old har-
vester Shafeeqa Begum from
Lankreshipora village told the
news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO).

"The water has turned dark
and gives off a bad smell.
Without gloves, our hands
start itching. We grew up

working in this lake, but now
we fear entering it," she said.

The women, who harvest the
edible crop between July and
September, said falling water
levels, dense weed growth
and deteriorating water qual-
ity have sharply reduced both
the quantity and quality of
the produce, cutting into the
earnings of fishing households
that depend on the seasonal
harvest.

Another harvester, Ateeqa
Bano, said spending long hours
in the lake has become physi-
cally difficult.

"We spend the entire morn-
ing inside the | More on P6
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CS Atal Dulloo
reviews implementation
of new Labour Codes

02

ATMA: DC Kupwara flags off exposure tour of fish farmers
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KT News Desk per an official statement, highlighted the immense poten-
tial of the fisheries sector in Kupwara and emphasized the
importance of exposure visits in enabling farmers to learn
scientific and modern aquaculture practices. He urged the
participants to make optimum use of government schemes
to enhance fish production, improve productivity, and

generate sustainable livelihoods.

KUPWARA, JULY 15: Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kupwara, Sri-
kant Suse Wednesday flagged off an exposure tour of 40 fish farm-
ers organised by the Department of Fisheries under the Agricul-
tural Technology Management Agency (ATMA) programme.
Speaking on the occasion, the Deputy Commissioner, as

KT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JULY 15: Chief Secre-
tary Atal Dulloo chaired a review
meeting on Wednesday to assess
the preparedness of the Labour &
Employment Department for the
implementation of the Four Labour
Codes enacted by the Government
of India.

The meeting, as per an official
statement, besides Secretary, Labour
& Employment was attended by the
Commissioner Secretary, Law; DG,
Codes; Labour Commissioner; and
other senior officers.

During the meeting, the Depart-
ment made a comprehensive
presentation highlighting the status
of rule-making, institutional prepar-
edness, digital integration, awareness
initiatives and the roadmap for
operationalising the new labour law
regime across the Union Territory.

The Chief Secretary observed
that the Labour Codes represent a
transformative reform capable of
improving labour welfare, strength-
ening social security, promoting
industrial harmony and enhancing
ease of doing business.

He expressed confidence that their
effective implementation would
contribute significantly towards
inclusive economic growth, formal-
isation of employment, improved
working conditions and transparent
labour governance in the Union Ter-
ritory of Jammu & Kashmir.

The Chief Secretary appreciated
the efforts made by the Labour &
Employment Department in advanc-
ing implementation of the Labour
Codes and emphasised the need to
complete the remaining procedur-
al formalities within the stipulated
timeframe. He directed the Depart-
ment to expedite final notification
of the remaining Rules, strengthen
coordination with the Government
of India for operationalisation of dig-
ital platforms, complete constitution
of the statutory Boards and continue
intensive awareness programmes
so that workers, employers and all

stakeholders are fully prepared for
seamless implementation of the new
labour law framework.

The Secretary L&E, Kumar Rajeev
Ranjan while speaking highlighted
that the Labour Codes constitute
one of the most significant labour
reforms undertaken in independent
India, replacing 29 Central Labour
Laws with four comprehensive
Codes, namely the Code on Wag-
es, 2019, Industrial Relations Code,
2020, Code on Social Security, 2020,
and the Occupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions Code,
2020. The reforms aim to create a
simplified, transparent, technolo-
gy-driven and worker-centric labour
governance framework while simul-

taneously enhancing the Ease of

Doing Business.

Giving the progress made by the
Department, the Secretary further
informed that Jammu & Kashmir has
made substantial progress in imple-
menting the Labour Codes and is
among the leading States and Union
Territories in completing the statuto-
ry rule-making process.

The Labour Commissioner, Cha-
randeep Singh informed the meeting
that Rules under all four Labour
Codes have been framed. The Rules
under the Industrial Relations Code,
2020 have already been finally noti-
fied in the Official Gazette after their
approval by the authorities.

Similarly the Rules under the
Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions Code, 2020 are at
the final stage of notification, while
the Rules under the Code on Wages,
2019 and the Code on Social Security,
2020 have been pre-published after
approval and are presently under-
going the statutory consultation
process before final notification.

The meeting was informed that
extensive awareness and outreach
programmes have already been
undertaken across the Union Terri-
tory. As many as 617 Information,
Education and Communication
(IEC) camps have been organ-
ised across all twenty districts,

M

sensitising nearly five lakh workers,
employers and stakeholders regard-
ing the provisions and benefits of
the new Labour Codes.

Simultaneously, it was added that
283 capacity-building programmes
have been conducted, benefit-
ing over 7,200 officers, employers,
trade unions and other stakehold-
ers, besides specialised training
programmes conducted in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of Labour &
Employment.

During the presentation, the
Department highlighted several
transformational reforms introduced
under the Labour Codes. These
include universal minimum wage
protection for all employees irre-
spective of occupation, introduction
of a National Floor Wage, a common
definition of wages across all four
Codes for ensuring higher Provident
Fund, gratuity and other social secu-
rity benefits to the workers.

The Chief Secretary was informed
that implementation of the Labour
Codes would require constitution
of four statutory bodies, namely
the State Social Security Board for
Unorganised Workers, Building and
Other Construction Workers' Wel-
fare Board, State Advisory Board on
Wages and Industrial Relations, and
the Occupational Safety and Health
Advisory Board, which shall pro-
vide policy guidance and oversee
implementation of various welfare
measures envisaged under the Codes.

The Labour & Employment
Department also presented a com-
prehensive implementation strategy
involving establishment of a ded-
icated Project Management Unit,
deployment of block-level Shram
Sahayiks, strengthening of IT infra-
structure, integration with national
labour portals, extensive awareness
campaigns and institutional capaci-
ty building. A proposal amounting to
Rs. 10.44 crore has already been sub-
mitted to the Finance Department to
facilitate mission-mode implemen-
tation of the Labour Codes across
Jammu & Kashmir.

TRAI conducts
consumer outreach
programme on
telecom, broadcasting
servicesin Leh

KT News Desk

DC Srinagar inspects key ongoing
development works at Children's Hospital
Bemina, Revenue Complex Shaletang

KT News Desk

Leh, July 15: The Telecom Reg-
ulatory Authority of India
(TRAI), Regional Office Delhi,
Wednesday organised a Con-
sumer Outreach Programme
on Tariff and Billing in Tele-
com and Broadcasting Ser-
vices at the Headquarters of
Chief Engineer (CE) Project
Himank, Choglamsar, Leh.

The programme, as per a PIB
statement, witnessed enthu-
siastic participation from
representatives of telecom
service providers, defence per-
sonnel of the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) and their
family members.

During the programme,
Rajesh Tripathi, Joint Advisor,
TRAI, Sushil Kumar Bansal,
Senior Research Officer, and
Suresh K. V., along with repre-
sentatives from Airtel, Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL)
and Reliance Jio, delivered
technical sessions on consumer
protection, tariff and billing-re-
lated provisions in telecom
and broadcasting services. The
sessions focused on creating
greater awareness among con-
sumers about their rights and
the regulatory framework gov-
erning these services.

Inspector Shamim of the
Ladakh Police also delivered an
informative session on cyber
hygiene, highlighting safe dig-
ital practices and measures to
safeguard against cyber threats.

SRINAGAR JULY 15: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, Akshay Labroo,
on Wednesday conducted an exten-
sive inspection of the ongoing de-
velopment works on the Foot Over
Bridge (FOB) near Children's Hospi-
tal Bemina and the Attendant Sarai/
Accommodation being constructed
within the hospital premises.

He also took onsite review of the
works on construction of Revenue
Complex Shalteng.

The visit, as per an official state-
ment, was aimed at reviewing the
progress of these key public infrastruc-
ture projects and ensuring their timely
completion.

At Children Hospital Bemina, the
Deputy Commissioner inspected
the ongoing construction of the Foot
Over Bridge (FOB) near the hospital.
He reviewed the physical progress of
the project and stressed the need to
expedite the works so that the bridge
can be made operational at the earli-
est. He noted that the FOB, equipped
with escalators, will provide a safe
and convenient passage for pedestri-
ans, particularly patients, attendants
and local residents, while also helping
regulate traffic movement in the busy
hospital area.

The DC also inspected the con-
struction site of the Attendant Sarai
at Children's Hospital Bemina and
reviewed the status of the facility
being developed to provide comfort-
able accommodation and essential
amenities for attendants accompa-
nying patients from different parts of
the Kashmir Valley. He directed the
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executing agency to ensure the time-
ly completion of the project so that the
facility can be dedicated to the public
at the earliest.

Earlier, at the Revenue Complex,
Shalteng, the Deputy Commission-
er inspected the construction of
the new Tehsil Office and the Office
building of the Sub-Divisional Mag-
istrate (SDM) West. He assessed the
quality of construction works and
the pace of work being carried out
by the executing agency.

On the occasion, the DC was
apprised that the upcoming Tehsil
Office will house key functional spac-
es, including the Tehsildar's Room,
Tehsildar's Courtroom, Waiting Area,
Naib Tehsildar's Room, Staff Room,
Meeting Room, Computer Room,
Establishment Section, and Record
Room, among other facilities.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
|RRIGATION DIVISION ANANTNAG

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS
Notice I nviting short term E-Tenders-NI T No.08of 2026-27

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Jand K U.T, etenderson percentage basisareinvited in Single cover system from approved and eligible
contractorsregistered with J& KU.T Govt. for thefollowing works: -

S. NAME OF WORK Estt Cost Earnest Timefor Classof Cost of Major Head of Tender
NO. (Rsin Money completion Contract Tender Account opening
lacs) (EMD)Rs document authority
RS)
1 ToeProtection to Existing 4.00 12000/= 08 days| DEE 500/) District Capex Ex.

Liningwall of Dalkhaladi at aadi Engineer
Koshporaof Damhal Irrigation
Network by way of Cratework

2.] Restoration of KhulporaLadh 4.00 12000/= 08 days| DEE 200/- |Didtrict Capex Ex.

Soaf by way of Cratework and Engineer
Liningwall.
3| Construction of Hydraulic Gate 4.04 12120/= 08 days| DEE 200/-  |District Capex EX.
on Shaji Khul at Offtake point at Engineer
Vailoo.

4] Restoration of Dalwatch ladi 9.99 29970/= 10days| DEE/CEE 300/-  |District Capex EX.
by way of Construction of RCC Engineer
channel and Toe Protection by

CrateWork from RD 460mtrsto
650mtrsat Spots.

5| Construction of check Dam on 4.00 12000/= 08 days| DEE 200/- |Didtrict Capex Ex.

river Arpath near Cricket Stadi- Engineer
um at Krad.

6| Restoration of right sideembank- 2.32 6960/= 06 days| DEE 200/-  |District Capex EX.
ment of D2 branch of Martand Engineer
canal near RD 700mtrsby way

of construction of Retaningwall,
Raising and RCC jacketing.
7| Strengthening of right side 214 6420/= 06 days| DEE 200/- |District Capex Ex.
embankment of D1 branch Engineer
of Martand canal near RD
3000mtrs.

8| Construction of Liningwall 9.49 28470/= 10days] DEE/CEE 300/- |Didtrict Capex Ex.

on Both Sidesof Gratt Khul at Engineer
Aishmugam.
9| Checking of L eakages of Delivery 4.00 12000/= 08 days| DEE 200/-  |District Capex Ex.
Tank with field Channel of LIS Engineer
Panchporaincluding extension of
drainage network.
10| Constructionof Liningwall on 4.50 13500/= 08 days| DEE 200/- |Digtrict Capex EX.
Right sidenear RD 1160mtr s of Engineer
Magrayporaminor of D3 branch
of Martand canal.
11}  Development and Repair of 4.50 13500 08 days| DEE 200/- |Didtrict Capex Ex.
Feeder canal Bul Bul Nowgam Engineer
Phase 2nd
12| Toe protection to existing boulder 348 10440/= 08 days| DEE 200/- |Didtrict Capex Ex.
bund of sadooraladh. Engineer

The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria , specifications , bill of quantities (BOQ) set to terms and conditions of contract
and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the departmental websitewww.jktender s.gov.in from :-

Publishing date 15.07.2026/ 02.00PM
Download Date Starts 15.07.2026 02.00PM
BID Submisson Date Starts 15.07.2026] 02.00PM
BID Submission Date Ends 29.07.2026|  06.00 PM
Date of opening of tenders 30.07.2026 10:00 AM

The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website www.jktenders.gov.in and The bids uploaded shall be opened online on above men-
tioned date by the Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Anantnag in presence of the bidders who may wish to be present. In case of holiday or office
happening to be closed on the basis of opening of the bid, the same will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.
1. Biddersmust ensur e to upload scanned copies (on 100dpi) of all necessary documentslike Cost of Tender document in the form of Treasury Chal-
lan in favour of Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Anantnag / latest GST clearance certificate(GSTR-3B and GSTR-1) /Registration card duly
renewed along with Verification/BID Security in the form of EMD as per above. And Additional performance security as per below (2). (EMD CDR
and Additional Perfor mance Security CDR shall bedeposited separ ately for each item of work). Thedate of CDR/FDR/BG should bebetween thedate
of start of bid and bid submission end date. After opening of tendersonline, the 1st lowest bidder shall be asked to deposit the CDR/FDR/additional
performance security pledged to tender receiving authority and other documentsin original. The CDR/ FDR / additional per formance security and
other documentsin original shall be deposited within two Days positively after opening of tenders. The EM D in the shape of CDR/FDR of the suc-
cessful bidder will beretained as performance security deposit till expiry of defect liability period, whereasthe EM D of unsuccessful bidder swill be
returned latest by 30 daysafter award of the contract.
The check list of documentsfor cover 1% isattached with theNIT & biddersareadvised to recheck the uploaded documentsas per the Check list.
2. Additional Performance Security isto be uploaded by the bidder at the time of bid submission in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG asper the Circular
issued by the Finance Depar tment vide No.FD-Code/441/2021-02-158 dated 08- 08-2025 if the bid per centageisbelow 10% . The additional perfor-
mance guar antee/secur ity shall betreated asa part of per formance security.
3. The CDR/APS/FDR/Security Deposit uploaded during tendering shall be properly verified from the issuing bank before awarding the contract.
Furthermoreif at any stagethe CDR/APS/FDR/Security Deposit arefound to be false/or forged/fraudulent, action aswarranted under rulesshall
beinitiated against the contractor aslaid down in Procurement of Manual of works GFR 2017 besides blacklisting the contractor from tendering
process.
4. 1 the successful bidder isseriously unbalanced or front loaded in the opinion of the Tender Opening Committee. The Tender opening Committee
may in such cases seek written clarifications from the bidder, including detailed price analyses of its bid price in relation to scope, schedule, resourc-
esmobilization, allocation of risksand responsibilities and any other requirements of the bid’s documentsbesides Additional Perfor mance Security
asper abovebreakup. If, after evaluating the price analyses, procuring entity deter minesthat the bidder has substantially failed to demonstrate
its capability to deliver the contract at the offered price, the Tender Opening Committee may reject the bid/proposal. A bid which contains several
items in Bill of Quantities which are unrealistically priced low and which cannot be substantiated satisfactorily by the bidder may be rejected as
non-responsive.
5. Contractor / Bidder who failsto submit the CDR/FDR / Treasury Challan asrequired, their EM D will be forfeited besidesthey will be barred/
prohibited from participating in the Tendering process for a period of Six Months (06 Months) in the first instance. Their online uploaded tenders
will not be considered for the said period.
6. Contractor who shall beallotted thework hasto start thework within the stipulated time period after the date of allotment asthework isof very
important nature.
7. Thedepartment shall not beresponsiblefor delay in online submission of bidsdueto any reason what so ever.
8. Thetendersshall remain valid for 90 days.(Ninety Days)
9. As soon as the contract is fixed with the successful bidder, he has to enter into an agreement with the department.
10. The ear nest money shall beforfeited if:-
a Any bidder withdraws his bid during the period of bid validity or makes any modification in terms & condition of the bid.
b The successful bidder fails to execute an agreement with the department within 10 days after fixation of contract.
11. Thetender opening authority reservestheright to accept/r g ect the bid without assigning any reason ther eof.
12. The work is to be completed within the time limit specified in the NIT. In case of delay in completion of work due to contractors fault beyond stip-
ulated time of completion the contractor shall beliableto pay liquidated damagesat therate of 0.5 % of the contract value (half percent) per week of
delay. However, such liquidated damages shall not exceed 10% of thetotal contract value of theitem, or a part thereof, delayed.
13. No price escalation will be paid for completion of thework within stipulated time or extended date of completion dueto any reason whatsoever.
14. Retention money/Secur ity deposit shall be 10% of the contract value. The Security Deposit isto berecovered at therate of 10% of bill amount from
Running Account Bills and shall be released after completion of the defect liability period i.e; 06 months after the issuance of completion certificate
by the Engineer-in-Charge.
15. All items of works shall conform to Specifications as per Relevant IS codes and as directed by the Engineer-in Charge.
16. The contractor shall be solely responsible for carrying out the mandatory tests required or as decided by Engineer-in-charge for the quality
control at hisown costs. The cost of conducting all tests shall be borne by the contractor and shall be deemed to have been included in the quoted
percentageratetendered. Nothing extra shall be payable on thisaccount.
17. In case of tiefor the position of st lowest bidder the bids should be out rightly rejected and thework shall be put to fresh tenders
18. Thedate of start of work shall bereckoned within oneweek from the date of issuance of L Ol /Contract allotment asthe case may be.
19. The Contract shall be terminated in case contractor failsto start /complete the work, within the stipulated time period, his Ear nest Money/Per -
formance Secur ity /additional per formancedeposit shall beforfeited after termination of the contract. Besides, defaulting contractor shall bebarred/
Prohibited from taking part in futuretendering processin Irrigation Department at least for Six Months
20. Theemployer may terminatethe contract if the contractor causesa fundamental breach of the contract. The fundamental breach of contract
will include:-

Continuous stoppage of Work for a period of 07 dayswithout authorization of Engineer in-charge.
b Thecontractor failsto start /completethework, within the stipulated time period.
Pursuant to the process of termination of defaulted contract, theemployer reservestheright toinvitefresh tender for thebalancework at therisk and
cost of defaulter contractor. Besides, his Per for mance Security/Retention Money shall be forfeited after termination of the contract and defaulting
contractor shall bedebarred from taking worksin Irrigation Department at least for oneyear.
21. Any kind of damage which may occur to any work during the course of execution due to torrential rains/heavy snow fall/cyclone/floods etc. shall
be the responsibility of the bidder till the work is finally handed-over to the Department.
22. Thetaxesviz. Incometax, GST & Cessshall bededucted from thebidders claimsasadmissible under rules.
23. The bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities). In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually. The
BOQ downloaded should be used for filling percentage rate inclusive of all taxes & it should be saved with the same name as it contains.
24. Any typographical error in respect of unitsmismatch with the SSR, if any, may betaken aswhat isrecorded in SSR and isbinding upon the
Contractor.
25. Bidder s shall give undertaking towards the submission of authentic infor mation/documents. All the participating bidders should be fully cog-
nizant that if the documents uploaded/submitted with the bid are found to be fake/not genuine/for ged/tempered, they will be blacklisted from par-
ticipating in this division/department for a period as decided by higher authorities and the bidder to whom the contract is awarded on the basis of
uploaded/submitted documents, arelater discovered to befake/not genuine/for ged/tempered , the contract will be cancelled and the per for mance se-
curity deposit and work done claim for the said work being fortified. Furthermore no clarification/ claim shall be entertained after opening the tender.
26. Instructionsto Bidders:-
A Biddersareadvised to download bid submission manual from the“Downloads’ option aswell asfrom “Bidder sManual” on website www.
jktender s.gov.in acquaint bid submission process.

No. DA/2207-2229 Sd/-
Dated: 14/07/2026 DI PK-3291/26 Executive Engineer

DATED: 15-07-2026 Irrigation Division Anantnag
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Statehood is BJP's

agenda, Art 370 is people’s

demand: MP Ruhullah

Dismisses rumours of floating new political party

JAHANGEER GANAIE
Srinagar, Jul 15: "The
restoration of state-

hood is the Bharati-
ya Janata Party's (BJP)
agenda. The real aspi-
ration of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir
remains the restora-
tion of Articles 370 and
35A, along with consti-
tutional safeguards for
land, jobs and identity,"
Member of Parliament
(MP), Srinagar, Aga Syed
Ruhullah Mehdi said on
Wednesday.

Speaking to reporters
after addressing a gath-
ering in Bijbehara area
of Anantnag district,
Ruhullah dismissed
reports suggesting that
he was planning to float
a new political party,
terming such claims as
baseless rumours.

"If I ever have to form
a political party, I will
announce it myself.
There is no question
of doing it secretly or
through rumours," he
said.

The MP said there was
no immediate need for
new political formations
if sincere and committed
leaders within existing
political parties began
advocating for the real
concerns of the people.

"We do not need to

create new parties if the
right people, irrespec-
tive of religion, come
forward within the exist-
ing political parties and
speak honestly about the
rights and aspirations of
the people. Unless that
happens, these issues
will continue to persist,"
he said.

Ruhullah urged media
organisations and jour-
nalists to verify facts
before publishing or
circulating unverified
reports. "Responsible
and fact-based jour-
nalism is essential in
maintaining public
trust,” he said.

Launching a sharp
attack on Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, Meh-
di recalled that during
the Assembly election
campaign, Omar had
accused those speaking
only about statehood of

BJP".

acting as "agents of the

"The Chief Minister
is now himself focusing
only on the restoration of
statehood while remain-
ing silent on other
commitments made to
the people,” he said.

Ruhullah alleged
that the demand for
statehood alone was
insufficient and accused
the government of ignor-
ing the larger issues
concerning the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

"The people did not
vote only for statehood.
They voted for promises
related to the restora-
tion of Articles 370 and
35A, protection of land
and jobs, and constitu-
tional guarantees. Those
issues cannot simply be
ignored," he said.

The Member Parlia-
ment also claimed that

the people.

he said.

the demand for state-
hood appeared to be
driven by a desire to
restore administrative
authority rather than
address the concerns of

"What people need
today is protection of
their rights. Statehood
alone cannot fulfil the
promises that were made
to the people,” he said.

Calling on people
across communities to
raise their voices for jus-
tice and constitutional
rights, Mehdi said he was
ready to bear any conse-
quences for speaking
on behalf of the people.
"People themselves must
speak for their rights. I
will be the first person
to face any consequences
for raising these issues,”

Reiterating his com-
mitment, the MP said he
would continue to raise
the voice of the people
and fight for their rights,
irrespective of political
consequences.

Ruhullah addressed
the gathering at the res-
idence of Sajad Mufti, a
former IFS officer and the
cousin of PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti. Reli-
gious scholar Dr Sameer
Shafi Siddiqui, another

Continued on
www.kashmirthunder.

KNO

Srinagar, Jul 15: The National Medical
Commission (NMC) has released the
MBBS Seat Matrix for the 2026-27 ac-
ademic session, directing all medical
colleges across the country to ensure
admissions are made strictly against
the number of seats approved by the
Commission.

In an official communication issued by
NMC Secretary Dr Raghav Langer, the Com-
mission informed Directors, Principals and
Deans of all medical colleges that had sub-
mitted applications under the NMC public
notice dated December 22, 2025, as well as
the Medical Counselling Committee (MCC),
about the approved undergraduate seat
matrix for the upcoming academic year.

According to the communication, the
NMC stated that the seat matrix has been
issued in accordance with a public notice
released by the Medical Assessment and
Rating Board (MARB). However, it clarified
that the published seat matrix will remain
subject to revision, if required, based on
decisions taken by the Appeal Commit-
tee or any other competent authority. The

NMC releases MBBS
seat matrix for 2026-27

Commission instructed all medical col-
leges and institutions to strictly adhere to
the approved intake capacity and empha-
sised that no admissions should be made
beyond the number of seats authorised for
the 2026-27 academic session.

"All Medical Colleges shall strictly
ensure that admissions are made only
against the approved number of seats
for the Academic Year 2026-27," the

communication states.

The NMC also asked the Medical Coun-
selling Committee and other concerned
counselling authorities to follow the
revised seat matrix while conducting the
counselling and admission process.

According to the Commission, the
instructions are aimed at ensuring trans-
parency, maintaining uniformity in
admissions, and preventing institutions
from admitting students beyond their sanc-

tioned capacity.

The communication has urged all
medical colleges, institutions and other
stakeholders to carefully note the direc-
tions issued by the Commission and ensure
their strict compliance during the admis-

sion process—(KNO)

Sessions Court stays
Suo-Moto order
against SSP Srinagar

—

Rehan Qayoom Mir

Srinagar.

Srinagar, Jul 15: The Court of Second
Additional Sessions Judge, Srinagar,
has stayed the order passed by the
Court of City Judge/Judicial Magis-
trate First Class (JMIC) against the
Senior Superintendent of Police,

In its order, the Court observed
that it was satisfied the revision
petition raises arguable questions
warranting consideration.

“The submission requires exam-
ination after the record of the
learned Court is made available. At
this interlocutory stage, and with-
out expressing any opinion on the
controversy, the Court is satisfied
that the revision raises arguable
questions warranting considera-
tion,” the order stated.

The Court stayed the operation and
implementation of the order passed
suo motu by the City Judge/JMIC,
Srinagar.“Send for records in scanned
form. In the meanwhile, the operation
and implementation of the order dat-
ed 06.07.2026 (suo motu) passed by
the learned City Judge/JMIC is hereby
stayed,” the order reads.

The matter has been listed for
appropriate orders on July 27,
2026—(KNO)

SMC ties up with
coaching centres for
sanitation workers kids

KT News Desk

Srinagar, July 15: The Srina-
gar Municipal Corporation
(SMC) has reached out to
coaching institutions across
the city to explore a collabo-
rative framework for extend-
ing scholarship-based coach-
ing and academic support to
meritorious children of its
sanitation workers.

Chairing an interaction with
representatives of coaching
institutions, the Commis-
sioner, SMC, Faz Lul Haseeb,
called upon the city’s educa-
tional community to partner
with the Corporation in cre-
ating meaningful educational
opportunities for children of
sanitation workers, who
remain at the frontline of
maintaining Srinagar’s clean-
liness, sanitation and public
health.

The proposed programme
envisages voluntary participa-
tion by coaching institutions,
which may earmark a limited
number of seats for deserv-
ing students and extend
educational scholarships
and other academic support,
including study material, test
series, mentoring and career

guidance. The Commissioner
said the initiative was part
of the Corporation’s broad-
er efforts to strengthen the
welfare of its sanitation
workforce, with an empha-
sis on education as a means
of long-term empowerment
and inter-generational social
mobility.

“Those who work tirelessly
to keep Srinagar clean make
an invaluable contribution
to the city every day. Sup-
porting the education and
aspirations of their children
is one of the most meaning-
ful ways in which the larger
community can acknowledge
that contribution,” the Com-
missioner said.

The SMC proposes to put
in place a transparent mech-
anism for identifying eligible
students based on merit and
objective criteria and facilitate
their placement with partici-
pating coaching institutions.

The modalities of the pro-
gramme will be finalised in
consultation with the coach-
ing institutions, with the
Corporation seeking to build
a sustainable partnership

Children’s hospital gets foot-over
bridge, attendant accommodation

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar, Jul 15: In a signif-
icant relief for patients and
their families, the Srinagar
district administration has
initiated the construction
of a much-awaited foot-
over bridge at the 500-bed
Children's Hospital Bemi-
na. It also announced plans
to build an accommodation
facility for attendants, ad-
dressing two long-pending
issues at the premier pedi-
atric healthcare institution.

Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Srinagar, Akshay
Labroo, who visited the
hospital on Wednesday,
said the foot-over bridge
has been planned after the
administration assessed
the difficulties faced daily
by patients, attendants and
hospital staff. "The bridge
will connect different hos-
pital blocks and will be
equipped with staircases
as well as an escalator to
ensure easier movement,
particularly for critically ill
children and their caregiv-
ers,” the DC said.

The development comes

by patients and attendants
over the absence of a safe
crossing outside the hos-
pital. Earlier, families had
complained that they were
forced to cross the busy road
amid heavy traffic due to the
lack of a zebra crossing or
foot-over bridge, exposing
children and attendants to
the risk of accidents.
Attendants had also
pointed out that ambu-
lances often faced delays
in reaching the hospital
because they were required
to take a U-turn nearly two
kilometres ahead before
entering the hospital prem-
ises, causing inconvenience
during medical emergencies.

The Deputy Commission-
er said the bridge project is
expected to substantially
improve accessibility and
make movement within
and around the hospital
safer and more convenient
for thousands of people
who visit the facility from
different parts of the Kash-
mir Valley. In another major
initiative, the DC announced
that the district admin-
istration will construct a
dedicated accommodation
facility (Sarai) for attendants
through the District Mineral
Fund (DMF).

The proposed facili-
ty, he said, will include
around 15 rooms, two large

dormitories, a dining hall,
toilets and washrooms,
allowing attendants accom-
panying children from
far-flung districts to stay
close to the hospital at an
affordable cost during pro-
longed treatment.

The absence of such a
facility has long been a con-
cern, with many attendants
forced to spend nights in
hospital corridors, open
spaces or rented accom-
modation due to the lack of
affordable lodging near the
hospital.

Labroo said administra-
tive approval for the project
will be secured shortly, fol-
lowing which construction
work will begin.

During his visit, the Dep-
uty Commissioner also
reviewed the progress of
other developmental works
in the district. He said con-
struction of the new Tehsil
office is progressing satis-
factorily, while work on the
SDM office and SDM West
office will be allotted soon.

Responding to questions
regarding drinking water
shortages in several parts

Continued on
www.kashmirthunder.in

Stray dogs injure three

Continued on against the backdrop of
www.kashmirthunder.in repeated concerns raised
Canine Terror

CEL seeks audit, inquiry
into sanitation, finances at
Baba Reshi shrine

dozen people in Budgam

Naveed Ul Haq Ganaiee

Budgam, Jul 15: Nearly
three dozen people have
been injured in a series of
stray dog attacks report-
ed from different areas of
Central Kashmir's Budgam
district during the past
two days, triggering pan-
ic among residents and
prompting demands for
immediate intervention by
the authorities.

Locals said that the
attacks were reported from
Chadoora, Sanzipora and
Chattergam areas, where
men, women and children
were among those bitten

by stray dogs.

They said several of the
injured were shifted to
Sub-District Hospital (SDH)
Chadoora, while others

were treated at Chatter-
gam Hospital. All the
victims were administered
Anti-Rabies Vaccine (ARV),
they added. Block Medical

Officer (BMO) Chadoora, Dr
Riyaz said that the hospital
has received more than 20
dog-bite cases over the last
two days.

"We have received over
20 patients with dog bites.
The matter has been taken
up with the higher author-
ities, and we have written
to them seeking immedi-
ate and appropriate action
to prevent further attacks,"
the BMO said.

Local resident Ashraf
Ahmad said, "People, espe-
cially children, women and
the elderly, are scared

Continued on
www.kashmirthunder.in

Waris Fayaz

Srinagar, Jul 15: A day after
KNO highlighted sanitation
and environmental concerns
at Baba Reshi shrine, the Cen-
tre for Environmental Law
(CEL) has sought an independ-
ent inquiry into the shrine
administration's functioning,
including an audit of funds
utilised for sanitation and en-
vironmental management.
Amicus Curiae and Chief
Executive Director of CEL,
Advocate Nadeem Qadri, in a
detailed representation submit-
ted to the Jammu and Kashmir
Wagf Board, alleged violations
of environmental laws, poor
waste management practices
and possible irregularities in

the utilisation of funds meant
for maintenance and cleanli-
ness of the shrine.

The representation cited
alleged non-compliance with
the directions of the High
Court of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh regarding scien-
tific management of municipal
solid waste, besides provisions
of the Jammu and Kashmir
Non-Biodegradable Material
(Management, Handling and
Disposal) Act, 2007, Solid
Waste Management Rules,
Plastic Waste Management
Rules and the Water (Preven-
tion and Control of Pollution)
Act, 1974.

CEL Director Qadri alleged

Continued on
www.kashmirthunder.in

Kashmir to host maiden
North India Powerlifting
Champlonshlp

Srinagar, Jul 15: Jam-
mu and Kashmir is set
to host the North India
Powerlifting ~ Cham-
pionship for the first
time, with the event
scheduled in the first
week of August and
registrations already
underway.

Fardeem Hussain,
President of the Inter-
national Authority of
Bodybuilding, Pow-
erlifting, Fitness and
Army Wrestling (AIB-
PFA), said around 100
athletes from various
northern states are
expected to participate
in the championship.

He said this will be
the first-ever North
India Powerlifting
Championship to be
hosted in Jammu and
Kashmir, providing
local athletes with an
opportunity to compete
on home turf against
some of the best pow-
erlifters from across the
region.

“Earlier, such champi-
onships were organised
in other states, making
it difficult for many
athletes from Jammu
and Kashmir to partic-
ipate because of travel
distance and expenses.
Hosting the event in

Kashmir will provide
a major platform for
our athletes to show-
case their talent,”
Hussain said.

He said the organis-
ers have announced a
cash prize of Rs 1 lakh
for the winner and have
already started receiv-
ing enquiries from
athletes and teams
from several northern
states, reflecting strong
interest in the event.

The champion-
ship will feature
competitions across
multiple weight cate-
gories and age groups
and is expected to pro-
mote powerlifting and
strength sports in the
Union Territory.

Hussain said women
athletes will also be a key
part of the championship
and will compete in dif-
ferent weight categories
with equal opportunities
and prize money. “We
want to encourage more
women to take up pow-
erlifting and strength
sports. Female athletes
will participate in dif-
ferent categories and
compete for the same
prize money as men,”
he said.

He added that

Continued on
www.kashmirthun-
der.in

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public
that Mr. Bilal Ahmad Dar, son of Mr.
Mohammad Yousuf Dar, resident of Zain-
akote, HMT, Srinagar, passed away on 27
June 2026 after a prolonged illness.

If any person, individual, organization,
or authority has any objection, claim, or
concern regarding the publication of this
death notice or any matter connected
thereto, they are requested to submit the
same in writing, along with supporting
documents, to the undersigned within 7
days from the date of publication of this

notice.

If no objection is received within the
stipulated period, it shall be presumed
that no one has any objection, and the
matter will be treated as finalized.

Sd/-

Legal Heirs / Family of Late Bilal
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— EDITORIAL

part from a health crisis, drug abuse is
Ag social and economic challenge that

ats away at the fabric of communities.
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha's emphasis
on community participation as the cornerstone
of rehabilitation is a welcome and much-needed
shift in perspective. The proposed Rehabilitation
and Socio-Economic Reintegration Scheme, with
its structured three-year cycle of treatment,
livelihood activation, and sustained monitor-
ing, represents a comprehensive and humane

approach to a problem that has long been treated
with reactive measures rather than sustainable
solutions. The scheme’s phased structure - from
medical treatment and counselling to skill devel-
opment, employment, and long-term social in-
clusion - recognises that recovery is not a single
event but a journey. The inclusion of Individual
Rehabilitation Plans, a dedicated Rehabilitation
Monitoring Portal for transparent case manage-
ment, and the involvement of trained women vol-
unteers and motivated government employees

A Holistic Approach To Healing

reflects an understanding that rehabilitation
requires coordinated, multi-departmental inter-
vention. What makes this initiative particularly
commendable is its focus on pilot implementa-
tion in the two most affected districts - one from
each division - before scaling up. This approach
allows for real-time learning, course correction,
and evidence-based decision-making, ensuring
that the scheme is not merely a policy document
but a living, evolving framework that adapts to
ground realities. The emphasis on community

participation is especially significant. Drug abuse
victims often face stigma and isolation, making
reintegration into society one of the most diffi-
cult phases of recovery. By involving volunteers,
community members, and trained women’s
groups in counselling and rehabilitation efforts,
the scheme seeks to break down these barriers
and create an environment of acceptance and
support. It also recognises that the family and
community are not just beneficiaries but active
partners in the healing process. The government

must ensure that the scheme is implemented
with sincerity and vigour, that inter-departmen-
tal coordination remains seamless, and that the
Rehabilitation Monitoring Portal becomes a tool
for genuine accountability rather than a bureau-
cratic formality. The fight against drug abuse
cannot be won by enforcement alone; it requires
compassion, commitment, and collective effort.
The groundwork has been laid. Now it is up to
the administration, communities, and citizens to
walk this path together.

On The Grand Road Of Puri:
My Journey Of Faith And Devotion

Many prayers and hymns dedicated to Shree Jagannatha have been there in my memory since childhood. I felt happy singing the bhajans of
Mahaprabhu Jagannatha while studying in school and college. I felt very close to Mahaprabhu. To this day, [ hum the song composed by Bhakta Kabi
Madhusudan Rao which reads: 'The Mahaprabhu is with me day and night; with this remembrance, I shall always worship Him with all my heart.’

often took place in our village too. When
[ studied at the village school, the prayer
'Ahe Nila Shaila" written by Bhakta Salbeg
was regularly recited. Our teacher used to
tell us a lot about Mahaprabhu Jagannatha:
There is a huge temple in Puri, and no oth-
er temple is as magnificent as that! In the
temple, Mahaprabhu Shree Jagannatha is
worshiped along with his sister Subhadra
and elder brother Balabhadra. Mahaprabhu
Jagannatha has dark colour and round
eyes. Subhadra's complexion is yellow
and Balabhadra is white like a moonlit
flower. Once you see the deities, you can
never forget them. Our teacher also used
to say, Jagannatha is the 'Mahaprabhu', his
prasad is 'Mahaprasada', His temple is the
'Bada Deula' or Big Temple, His path is the
'Bada Danda’, that is, Grand Road, and His
sea is the 'Mahodadhi' or the Great Ocean.
Purushottam Kshetra, Puri is far from my
native village, Uparbeda in Mayurbhanj dis-
trict. How would I get an opportunity to vis-
it Puri? As I grew up, [ went to Bhubaneswar
and got myself enrolled as a student in Unit-
2 Girls High School. I started staying in the
hostel there. Then I got a chance to visit Puri,
Bhubaneswar, and Konark. The memory of
my first darshan of Mahaprabhu Jagannatha
is still vivid in my memory. What an impres-
sive temple, such grand deities! Can these
ever be forgotten?

Can anyone forget the Ratha Yatra of
Mahaprabhu Jagannatha? Thirteen festivals
are said to be celebrated during the twelve

kilometers away. Keeping my eyes focused
on the temple’s Neel-Chakra and the sacred
Patit Paawan Dhwaj on the Shikhar, I kept
walking ahead.

As I walked, I also kept greeting the chil-
dren, women, the young and the elderly
gathered on both sides of the road. My at-
tention was on Mahaprabhu. The moment [
reached near Sinh-Dwaar, the Lion-Gate of
the temple, I could not stay still. By then, I
had forgotten myself. Lying prostrate in the
dust of the Bada Danda, the sacred road, I
offered my humble Pranam to Mahaprabhu.
Then I entered the temple. Upon reaching
the Garbh-Griha and having darshan of the
four deities, I was overwhelmed with divine
bliss. Mahaprabhu is the protector of the uni-
verse. He is the saviour of those forsaken by
everyone. He is always there to alleviate the
sorrows of the people of the entire world.
That is why the lids of His round eyes never
blink. For Him, there is no distinction be-
tween high and low. In His eyes all are equal
and equality of all is His mantra. Blessed
with His compassion, I have devoted myself
to the service of every section of the society.
Looking at Mahaprabhu Jagannatha, the one
with the rounded eyes, | folded my hands in
reverence and prayed, ‘May Your blessings
forever sustain my spirit of dedication to the
service of the people, O Mahabahu! Provide
your kind protection to our country the en-
tire world, O Kripanidhi.’ Saying this, I found
myself immersed into Bhakti-Bhav.

splendour of the Ratha Yatra is unique.
Devotees throng the temple all through the
year to have darshan of Mahaprabhu. But
once a year, Mahaprabhu Himself leaves the
temple and proceeds to the Gundicha temple
along the Vishal Path, giving darshan to His
devotees. On three magnificent chariots, the
three Deities, accompanied by Chakraraja
Sudarshana, visit the Gundicha temple.
They stay there for seven days and then re-
turn. This grand festival of Mahaprabhu is
incomparable.

Since my childhood, I have been a devotee
of Mahaprabhu Jagannatha. He has always
been my most revered Deity. He governs the
ups and downs of my life. He is the fountain-
head of my joys and sorrows. I have endured
many hardships in my life. And Mahaprabhu
has always pulled me out of all those trou-
bles. I am His daughter, after all.

When my candidature for the post of
the President of India was announced, I
reverentially remembered the name of
Mahaprabhu. [ prayed to the Mahaprabhu,
‘You are taking me to such lofty heights.
I implore You to guide me at every step
and always be with me.” He listened to my
prayer. He always responds to my prayers.
The festival of Ratha Yatra was going to be
celebrated when I had to stay in Delhi as a
candidate for the post of the President. So, it
was not possible for me to go to Puri. Early
morning, on the day of Ratha Yatra, I went
to Shree Jagannatha Temple at Hauz Khas,
Delhi, and had the darshan of Mahaprabhu.

His blessings upon me. Full of confidence,
[ filed my nomination paper. I participated
in the election campaign with great en-
thusiasm. I was praying to Mahaprabhu
Jagannath, on my way to the Central Hall of
Parliament for taking oath as the President
on 25th July 2022. With His blessings, the
ceremony went off very well. At the time of
my inaugural address as President, it felt as
if He was right there with me.

However, my heart longed to go to Puri
to have the darshan of Mahaprabhu. Days
went by, but I could not go to Puri. It oc-
curred to me; how can anyone get His dar-
shan unless He grants it! I silently prayed
Him, ‘If I have done anything wrong, for-
give me, Mahaprabhu! But kindly call me
to Puri, grant me Your darshan.’ He is the
Mahaprabhu of ‘Bhaav’ or emotions. How
could He not understand my emotions?
Soon, a tour to Puri was scheduled. The
date was November 10, 2022. After arriv-
ing at Puri, the carcade proceeded towards
the Shree Mandir. As the carcade reached
Puri's Bada Danda, an extraordinary feeling
overwhelmed me. The Bada Danda belongs
to Shree Jagannatha. Is there any protocol
required here? Puri is famous as Kshetra-
Raj, the King of all the places of pilgrimage.
Mahaprabhu is the God of Gods. Without
any further thoughts, I got my car stopped.
When my car stopped, all the cars follow-
ing mine also came to a halt. Before anyone
could comprehend what was happening,
I had begun walking barefoot on the Bada

Droupadi Murmu

any prayers and hymns dedicated
Mto Shree Jagannatha have been

there in my memory since child-
hood. I felt happy singing the bhajans of
Mahaprabhu Jagannatha while studying
in school and college. I felt very close to
Mahaprabhu. I do not sing the bhajans
these days. But I do remember Mahaprabhu
and hum his bhajans every day. I always
feel the presence of Mahaprabhu near me.
He supports me in difficult times. To this
day, I hum the song composed by Bhakta
Kabi Madhusudan Rao which reads: ‘The
Mahaprabhu is with me day and night; with
this remembrance, I shall always worship
Him with all my heart’.

By the time I reached an age when I
could somewhat understand worldly
things, I had come to realise the great-
ness of Mahaprabhu Jagannatha. At home,
there were frequent discussions about

Mahaprabhu Jagannatha. Such discussions

months of a year in Shree-Kshetra. But the

My heart was filled with joy. He showered

Danda. The Shree Mandir was about two

The writer is the President of India

How Football Breeds Tribalism

As the FIFA World Cup enters its closing stages and the arguments flow fast and thick as
fevered as the football itself, one question intrigues me with increasing insistence

Sayantan Nandi

s the FIFA World Cup enters its clos-
Aing stages and the arguments flow

fast and thick as fevered as the foot-
ball itself, one question intrigues me with
increasing insistence. Why do certain
players and teams provoke emotions that
seem to far exceed the game? Why do they
inspire not merely admiration or disap-
pointment - the natural companions of
sport - but also an intensity of resentment
that often appears strangely detached from
what actually happens on the football
field? In many of these debates, football
takes a back seat.

England inevitably gets labelled as a
symbol of colonialism. Argentina becomes
entangled in contemporary geopolitics.
Lionel Messi becomes the favourite whip-
ping boy, dismissed as overrated or unde-
serving despite repeatedly demonstrating
his impossible brilliance. Some of these
views spring from sincerely held political
convictions; others reflect genuine dif-
ferences in aesthetic taste. Most of them
seldom explain the emotional force of the
hostility. While trying to figure out an ex-
planation for this behaviour, I think the
best place to begin is with ourselves.

Half a century of psychological research
points in an intriguing direction. In one of
the most influential experiments in social
psychology, conducted by Henri Tajfel,
volunteers divided into entirely arbitrary
groups quickly began favouring their own
side, despite sharing no meaningful dif-
ferences. It took remarkably little for “us
and “them” to emerge. Football, of course,
has never needed such artificial divisions.
It inherited them generations ago. The

anthem is rolling around the stadium. The
collective intake of breath before a decisive
penalty.

By then, the match had already become
something more than a game. Somewhere
between childhood and adulthood, a club
or a national team slips quietly into our
emotional vocabulary. We celebrate vic-
tories we played no part in securing and
mourn defeats suffered by people we have
never met. Eleven strangers become an
extension of ourselves. Nothing in football
is ever only football. Once that happens,
another individual’s or team’s success is
rarely neutral. This is where greatness
acquires an unexpected burden. Football
promises uncertainty. It thrives on the pos-
sibility that today’s underdog may humble
yesterday’s champion. Yet ever so often, a
player arrives whose brilliance proves un-
nervingly durable.

What ought to inspire uncomplicated
admiration often produces something
more conflicted. Behavioural science has
long shown that we understand ourselves
through comparison. Most of those com-
parisons pass unnoticed because they oc-
cur among equals. Exceptional greatness
is different. It quietly alters the scale, and
the standards begin to shift. Before long,
a merely excellent performance is greeted
with disappointment because excellence
has become routine. That may be the hid-
den price of genius. Football exposes this
behaviour with remarkable clarity. Once
we have reached a verdict, we instinctive-
ly begin collecting evidence to defend it.

This is perhaps what eminent psycholo-
gist Daniel Kahneman refers to as WYSIATI
(What You See Is All There Is). The support-
er who believes that Messi is overrated no-
tices every misplaced pass as an affirmation

of his conviction. His disguised through-
ball that unlocks a defence, the first touch
that is almost invisible, the subtle change
of rhythm that creates space where none
appeared to exist and the sublime goal-
scoring get subconsciously glossed over.
The digital age has simply amplified these
instincts. Every contentious tackle, disput-
ed penalty and every stunning goal now
lives several lives: first on the pitch, then
on television, and finally in the endless
courtroom of social media. There, certainty
travels faster than curiosity.

Algorithms reward conviction more gen-
erously than reflection. To defend a cele-
brated player is to join one tribe; to dismiss
him can become a badge of independence.
Before long, opinions harden into identi-
ties, and changing one’s mind begins to feel
like changing sides. Politics adds another
layer. National teams inevitably carry his-
tories that stretch far beyond sport. These
are real, and they deserve neither dismissal
nor simplification. Yet once a football team
becomes a symbol, every tackle and every
trophy begins to absorb meanings that tac-
tics and statistics alone can never explain.

The French thinker René Girard observed
that rivals often become bound together by
the intensity of their opposition. They de-
fine themselves against one another until
the rivalry becomes part of their identity.
Spend a few minutes reading debates about
Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo, or about
England and Argentina, and the pattern b
e comes unmistakable. The participants
often have more in common than either
side would care to admit. Their emotional
investment is identical; only the direction
of their loyalty differs. Perhaps this is inev-
itable. Football occupies a unique place in

modern life because it is at once intensely
personal and profoundly communal.

Millions watch the same match, yet no
two people carry away quite the same
memory. One recalls the missed chance.
One cannot forget the referee’s decision.
A third remembers only the first touch
that changed the rhythm of the game.
That may explain why the fiercest foot-
ball arguments are never settled by goals,
trophies or statistics. Those things illumi-
nate performance, but they cannot fully
explain attachment. The deeper argument
concerns identity, memory, loyalty and
the quiet ways in which we seek ourselves
in the triumphs and disappointments of
others.

The greatest footballers become more
than athletes, just as the greatest teams
become more than collections of players.
They become symbols on which entire
generations project hope, grievance, pride
and longing. Their brilliance does not sim-
ply illuminate the game; it illuminates the
people watching it. The referee blows for
full time. Around the world, millions have
watched the same ninety minutes.

One supporter leaves exhilarated, anoth-
er resentful, a third is already composing
an indignant post online. Curiously, each
believes the match has confirmed what he
knew all along. The ball has travelled only
one path across the grass. Our minds have
travelled many more. Perhaps that is foot-
ball's greatest mystery. Not why greatness
divides us, but why it so faithfully reveals
who we already are.

The writer is a former CEO and indepen-
dent commentator on socio-cultural issues.
Courtesy: The Statesman
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Preparations for upcoming Chinar
Book Festival 2026 reviewed

DC Srinagar stresses on coordinated efforts for successful conduct of literary festival

KT News Desk

SRINAGAR, JULY 15: To ensure
successful conduct of the 3rd
edition of upcoming “Chinar
Book Festival” scheduled from
July 18 to July 26, 2026, the
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Srinagar, Akshay Labroo chaired
a comprehensive meeting here
on Wednesday at Meeting Hall
of the DC Office Complex.

The nine-day event, as per an
official statement, is organised
jointly by the National Book
Trust (NBT) and the National
Council for Promotion of Urdu
Language (NCPUL)

The Book Festival is being
organized through the collab-
orative efforts of the National
Book Trust, India (Ministry
of Education, Govt of India),
National Council for Promotion
of Urdu Language (NCPUL) and

the District Administration
Srinagar at  Sher-i-Kashmir
International Conference
Centre (SKICC).

At the outset, the DC re-
viewed the detailed arrange-
ments and preparations being
put in place for the literary
festival ensuring that the liter-
ary festival is organized in a
well coordinated manner and

provide an engaging platform
for readers, authors, publish-
ers, artists, and students from
across the country, while pro-
moting a vibrant reading cul-
ture and encouraging greater
participation among literary
enthusiasts.

On the occasion, the DC
stressed timely coordination
among line departments, par-
ticularly regarding participant
mobilization,  transportation,

sanitation, etc to ensure the
seamless and smooth conduct
of the literary festival. He high-
lighted the festival’s potential to
inspire youth towards reading,
writing, and cultural engage-
ment, while also promoting

Jammu & Kashmir's rich literary

heritage on a global stage.
During the meeting, it was
informed that the 2026 edition
of the Chinar Book festival is
expected to offer a rich tapestry

of book launches, author meet-
and-greets, panel discussions,
poetry recitations and story-
telling sessions. In addition,
the festival will showcase local
literary talent, children’s activi-
ties, cultural performances and
workshops aimed at promot-
ing reading and writing among
youth.

The meeting was attend-

ed by Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Srinagar,
Aadil Fareed, Additional

Secretary Culture Academy,
Adeel Saleem, Joint commis-
sioner SMC, Nuzhat Khurshid,
SP Headquarter, Umar Shah,
Additional CEO SCCL, Suhail ul
Islam, Chief Planning Officer,
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Programme
Officer ICDS, Bureeda Majid,
Officers from Higher Education,
School Education, Principles
of Government Polytechnic
Colleges & Industrial
Training Institutes, Medical
Superintendents, Executive
Engineers, concerned District
Officers and others.

Chief  Convenor  Chinar
Book Festival, Amit Wanchoo,
Coordinator National Book
Trust, Shobha Kapoor and other
concerned also participated in
the meeting.

DC Kulgam presides over public
outreach programme in Frisal

KT News Desk

KULGAM, JULY 15: Under the
Public  Outreach Initiative
aimed at taking governance
to the doorsteps of the peo-
ple, Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Kulgam, Shahzad Alam,
Wednesday  visited  Frisal
and presided over a Public
Outreach Programme to hear
the grievances and develop-
mental demands of the local
population.

During the programme, resi-
dents of Frisal and adjoining ar-
eas, as per an official statement,
projected several public issues
and developmental demands.
These included upgradation
of the Primary Health Centre
(PHC), proper solid waste
management, repair and res-
toration of street lights in the
market, establishment of Fire
& Emergency Services Station,
desiltation of Lakti Kul, con-
struction of a footbridge over
Badi Kul to facilitate farmers'
access to their agricultural land,
strengthening of flood protec-
tion bunds, construction and
macadamization of link roads,

enhancement of PHH/BPL ra-
tion quota, ensuring adequate
and uninterrupted irrigation
water through canals, provi-
sion of filtered drinking water,
and deployment of doctors at

Kujjar Hospital and other de-
velopmental requirements of
the area.

During the interaction, of-
ficers of the concerned de-
partments also briefed the
gathering on the issues raised
and informed them about the
measures being taken for their
resolution.

The Deputy Commissioner
patiently listened to all the
grievances and demands and
assured the public that every
genuine issue would be exam-
ined and taken up with the con-
cerned departments for timely
redressal.

He directed the officers to
address issues falling within
their jurisdiction on priority
and ensure prompt follow-up
and effective implementation
of decisions.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of sanitation, the Deputy
Commissioner instructed the
concerned authorities to en-
sure proper collection and sci-
entific disposal of solid waste.

He addded that the Public
Outreach Initiative is aimed at
strengthening people-centric
governance by promoting di-
rect interaction with citizens,
ensuring  transparency, ac-
countability and the timely de-
livery of public services.

The programme was at-
tended by Additional Deputy
Commissioner Vigar Ahmed
Giri, JDP, ACD and other district
and sectoral officers and a large
number of local residents.

Later, the DC inaugurated
a volleyball tournament at
Badroo held under Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan.

DIET Doda concludes 2-day capacity
building programme for SEVs

KT News Desk

DODA, JULY 15: The two-day
Capacity Building Programme
for  Seasonal Educational
Volunteers (SEVs), Phase I, or-
ganised by District Institute of
Education and Training (DIET)
Doda under the UT Budget
2026-27, concluded at the ICT
Lab, DIET Doda.

The programme, as per an
official statement, conducted
from 13 to 14 July 2026, aimed
at enhancing the pedagogical
skills and teaching competen-
cies of Seasonal Educational
Volunteers engaged in season-
al schools. During the two-day
training, participants were ori-
ented on innovative teaching
methodologies, learner-centric
approaches and effective class-
room management practices
aligned with the objectives of

NEP 2020.

DIET Doda Principal Rajesh
Kumar supervised the pro-
gramme and called for con-
tinuous professional develop-
ment of educators to ensure
quality education in remote
and seasonal schooling setups.

Chief Education Officer Doda
Bhushan Kumar Pathak graced
the valedictory function as
chief guest. He appreciated
the efforts of DIET Doda in or-
ganising the programme and
highlighted the role of SEVs
in ensuring educational access
in challenging terrain and en-
couraged participants to utilise
the knowledge gained in their
respective schools.

The chief guest distributed
participation certificates among
the trainees and lauded their
commitment towards strength-
ening the education system.

DDC Doda hears public grievances at Gundna
Directs prompt action on key development issues

KT News Desk
DODA, JULY 15: District
Administration Doda

Wednesday organised a Block
Diwas-cum-Public ~ Outreach
Programme at Gundna, Block
Gundana, providing residents
a platform to interact with
the administration on devel-
opment and public welfare
issues.

District Development
Commissioner Doda Krishan
Lal chaired the programme,
which was attended by senior
district and sectoral officers,
PRI representatives and a large
gathering of local residents.

During the interaction, resi-
dents, as per an official state-
ment, raised concerns span-
ning road connectivity and
safety, school infrastructure
and staffing, electricity supply,
health facilities, drinking water
and irrigation, MGNREGA and
labour welfare, sanitation, ag-
riculture support and pending
welfare cases.

Responding to the grievanc-
es, the DDC directed the PMGSY
Department to expedite road
repair and drainage works

and the Health Department to
improve hygiene, ensure avail-
ability of medicines and pri-
oritise healthcare in far-flung
areas. The School Education
Department informed that ad-
ditional classrooms and school
upgradation proposals were
under process. The Power
Development Department said
new electricity lines and pole-
replacement works were al-
ready under way, with the DDC
directing early completion.
The Agriculture Department,
Assistant Commissioner
Panchayat, Tehsil Supply Officer
and Labour Department were
directed to step up awareness
programmes, survey welfare
beneficiaries, ensure regular

functioning of Fair Prlce Shops
and expedite renewal of labour
cards respectively, while pending
marriage assistance cases were
ordered to be cleared on priority.

Assistant Commissioner
Development Doda urged the
public to participate actively
in MGNREGA by submitting
genuine demands for develop-
ment works.

Addressing the  gather-
ing, the District Development
Commissioner reaffirmed the
administration's commitment
to development through public
participation and said regu-
lar review meetings are being
held to address electricity and
other service-related issues,
with priority for remote areas.

Awareness programme held on Dowry Prohibition Act in Dewal

KT News Desk
REASI, JULY 15: Para Legal
Volunteers (PLVs) of Legal

Aid Clinic (LAC) Dewal, TLSC
Mahore, Wednesday organ-
ised an awareness programme
on the Dowry Prohibition Act
at Dewal, under the guid-
ance of District Legal Services

Authority (DLSA) Reasi
Chairman Khalil Choudhary
(also Principal District and
Sessions Judge, Reasi) and DLSA
Reasi Secretary Pooja Gupta.
The programme, as per an
official statement, aimed to
create awareness among local
residents about the harmful
social practice of dowry and

the legal provisions enacted to
prohibit it. The PLVs sensitised
participants about the provi-
sions of the Dowry Prohibition
Act, 1961, highlighting that the
giving, taking or demanding of
dowry is a punishable offence.
Participants were informed
about the legal rights and rem-
edies available to women facing

dowry-related harassment and
domestic violence. The PLVs
emphasised the importance of
promoting gender equality, dig-
nity of women and marriages
free from the practice of dowry.

Attendees were also made
aware of the free legal aid ser-
vices available through DLSA
and TLSC and the functioning

of Legal Aid Clinics and were
encouraged to approach Legal
Services Institutions for assis-
tance whenever required. The
programme saw active partici-
pation from the local commu-
nity, who appreciated the efforts
of the Legal Services Authorities
in spreading legal awareness on
this important social issue.

ADDC Shopian chairs
Block Diwas in Chitragam

KT News Desk

SHOPIAN, JULY 15: Additional
District Development
Commissioner (ADDC)
Shopian, Dr. Nasir Ahmed Lone
Wednesday presided over the
Block Diwas programme at
Block Chitrigam, where an ex-
tensive public outreach pro-
gramme was conducted to hear
and address the grievances and
developmental concerns of lo-
cal residents.

At the outset, a Nasha Mukt
Jammu and Kashmir Abhiyan
pledge was administered to all
participants, reaffirming their
commitment to building a
drug-free society. The attendees
pledged to abstain from the use
of drugs and intoxicants, spread
awareness about the harmful
effects of substance abuse and
actively support the vision of a
healthy and drug-free India.

During the programme, peo-
ple, as per an official statement,
from different panchayats pro-
jected demands relating to
road connectivity in Chitragam,
drinking water, power supply,
healthcare, education, irriga-
tion, sanitation, widening and
macadamiation of roads, shift-
ing of electric poles, resolving of
pipeline leakage issues, illegal
mining, seizing of vehicles op-
erating without number plates,
removal of encroachments, es-
tablishment of dumping sites,
desilting of streams and other
essential public services.

The ADDC gave a patient
hearing to every issue and di-
rected the concerned officers to
ensure prompt redressal within
stipulated timelines.

He directed the concerned
officers present on the occasion
to take immediate action for on
the spot redressal of the issues
needing urgent attention, while
instructing that other matters
be taken up on priority and re-
solved at the earliest.

Interacting with the gather-
ing, the ADDC reaffirmed the
District Administration's com-
mitment to transparent, ac-
countable and people-centric
governance. He emphasized
that Block Diwas serves as an
effective platform for strength-
ening public participation, en-
suring doorstep governance
and accelerating development
at the grassroots level.

The ADDC also reviewed the
implementation and progress
of various flagship government
schemes and developmental
projects in the block. He in-
structed officers to maintain
close coordination, improve
service delivery and ensure that
the benefits of welfare schemes
reach every eligible beneficiary
without delay.

District and sectoral officers
briefed the ADDC about the
status of ongoing development
works and public welfare initia-
tives in their respective sectors.

Necessary directions were
issued for expeditious disposal
of public grievances and time-
ly completion of all ongoing
projects.

The programme was at-
tended by GM, DIC, Shurjil Naik;
SDM Zianapora, Bilal Ahmad,;
Tehsildar, Chitragam, district and
sectoral officers, Exens, local rep-
resentatives and a large number
of residents from the area.

DC Poonch visits
high-density apple
orchard in Loran
Reviews progress under
government scheme

KT News Desk

POONCH, JULY 15: Deputy
Commissioner Poonch Ashok
Kumar Sharma, accompanied
by Assistant Commissioner
Development (ACD) Poonch,
Tehsildar Mandi and SHO
Loran visited the Revised
Modified High-Density Apple
Orchard at Tantraygam, Loran,
Tehsil Mandi.

During the visit, the Deputy
Commissioner reviewed the
orchard established under the
Revised Modified High-Density
Apple Plantation Scheme. The
orchard has been developed at
an estimated cost of 8 lakh,
with 50% government financial
assistance (4 lakh) provided
under the scheme.

The initiative aims to promote
modern high-density apple cul-
tivation, improve horticultural
productivity and enhance farm-
ers' income and livelihood.

KT News Desk

UDHAMPUR, JULY 15:
District  Legal  Services
Authority (DLSA)

Udhampur, under the guid-
ance of DLSA Udhampur
Chairman Kalpana Revo
(Principal ~ District  and
Sessions Judge) and super-
vision of DLSA Udhampur
Secretary Sumati Sharma
(Sub Judge), Wednesday
held the 3rd Under Trial
Review Committee meet-
ing, 2026, at the Conference
Hall, District Court Complex
Udhampur, to evaluate cas-
es of under-trial prisoners
and ensure compliance with
legal safeguards and timely
justice.

The committee reviewed
cases based on Supreme
Court  guidelines  and
NALSA SOPs, focusing on
prisoners with no proper
representation or those

DLSA Udhampur holds

3rd Under Trial Review
Committee meeting

who have spent substan-
tial time in custody and
recommended release of
eligible prisoners by filing
bail applications before ap-
propriate courts to ensure
the benefits of legal provi-
sions reach intended ben-
eficiaries. The meeting also
decided on regular follow-
up meetings, maintaining
a consolidated data sheet
to monitor prisoner cases
and preparing quarterly

reports.

Among those  pres-
ent were Deputy
Commissioner Udhampur
Minga Sherpa, Senior
Superintendent of Police
Udhampur Amritpal

Singh, DLSA Udhampur
Secretary Sumati Sharma,
District Jail Udhampur
Superintendent Mohd
Irfan Khan and Chief
Legal Aid Defence Counsel
Udhampur Pawan Gupta.

KT News Desk

DC Rajouri inspects IIWMP

works in Doongi
Reviews water conservation measures

3rd Under Trial Review
Committee meeting for
2026 held in Jammu

KT News Desk

JAMMU, JULY 15: The 3rd Under Trial
Review Committee meeting for 2026 was
held Wednesday at 3 pm in the Office

RAJOURI, JULY 15: Deputy Commissioner
Rajouri Abhishek Sharma Wednesday
inspected development works execut-
ed under the Integrated Watershed
Management Programme (IWMP) in
Block Doongi to review water conserva-
tion and soil management initiatives.

During the visit, the Deputy
Commissioner inspected a check dam
constructed at Ward No 06, Panchayat
Doongi Brahmana. The project, complet-
ed during financial year 2026-27, was
executed at a cost of  7.90 lakh against
an estimated cost of 8 lakh.

Officials informed the Deputy
Commissioner that the check dam is
benefiting around 25 to 30 families
by enhancing water availability for
agriculture, reducing soil erosion, fa-
cilitating groundwater recharge and
contributing to ecological sustainabil-
ity of the area.

The Deputy Commissioner stressed
the need for regular maintenance and
optimum utilisation of watershed

infrastructure to ensure long-term ben-
efits, noting that the IWMP is playing a
significant role in conserving natural re-
sources, improving agricultural produc-
tivity and strengthening water security.
He directed officers concerned to ensure
timely execution of watershed projects
with a focus on quality, durability and
community participation.

Among those present were Additional
District Development Commissioner
Malik Zada Sheraz Ul Haq, Assistant
Commissioner Panchayat Mohd Rafeeq
and Block Development Officer Doongi.

Chamber of the Principal District & Sessions
Judge/Chairman, DLSA Jammu. The meeting
was chaired by Principal District & Sessions
Judge/Chairman DLSA Jammu, R.N. Watal.

During the meeting, cases of Under Trial
Prisoners falling under various categories of
UTRC were reviewed. Discussions covered
the status of cases, pendency, possibility of
release on bail, expeditious disposal and pro-
vision of free legal aid to eligible inmates. The
Committee reviewed cases eligible for release
under Section 479 BNSS and other categories
as per NALSA guidelines. Officers concerned
were directed to ensure coordination for ear-
ly disposal of pending cases and provide legal
assistance to under-trial inmates.

Among those present were DLSA Jammu
Secretary Maleeka Sharma (Civil Judge Sr
Division), Additional Deputy Commissioner
Jammu Ansuya Jamwal, Senior Superintendent
of Police Jammu Joginder Singh, Central
Jail Kot Bhalwal Superintendent Chhabil
Singh, District Jail Amphalla Superintendent
Dharminder Singh and Chief Legal Aid Defence
Counsel Jammu Adv Anil Sharma.
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Political, social leaders pay
tributes to Sheikh Mustafa Kamal

Delegations from &K, Ladakh visit Abdullah family residence

KT News Desk

Srinagar, Jul 15: Condolence
meetings continued on
Thursday following the demise
of Jammu & Kashmir National
Conference Additional General
Secretary and former minister
Dr Sheikh Mustafa Kamal.

Delegations representing
different sections of society
from across Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh visited Dr Mustafa
Kamal's residence at M.A. Road,
Srinagar, where they conveyed
their heartfelt condolences to
National Conference President
Dr Farooq Abdullah, Vice
President and Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah and other mem-
bers of the Abdullah family.
They expressed profound grief
over Dr Kamal's passing and
offered prayers for the eternal
peace of his soul.

Those who called on the be-
reaved family included senior
National Conference leaders,
Cabinet Ministers, Members of
the Legislative Assembly, former
legislators, leaders of various po-
litical parties, opposition leaders,
social activists, prominent reli-
gious scholars, members of the
business community, lawyers,
representatives of civil society,
party office-bearers, workers
and people from all walks of
life. The visiting delegations

Eaf._

paid glowing tributes to the late
leader’s lifelong political strug-
gle, unwavering commitment
to public service and steadfast
adherence to principles, while
expressing solidarity with the
bereaved family during this dif-
ficult time.

Throughout the day, special
prayers, recitation of the Holy
Qur'an and Fateha Khawani
were held for the departed soul.
Religious scholars spoke on the
philosophy of life and death, the
virtues of patience and persever-
ance and emphasized that a per-
son's righteous deeds continue
to keep his legacy alive. They
prayed for the elevation of Dr
Kamal's ranks in the Hereafter.

Political, social and religious
leaders described Dr Sheikh
Mustafa Kamal as a dignified,
principled, sincere and fear-
less statesman who devoted his

entire life to public service, dem-
ocratic values, truth and justice.
They recalled his humility, com-
passion for the poor, exemplary
character, wisdom, foresight, pa-
tience and unwavering commit-
ment to the people, saying that
his life would continue to inspire
future generations.

The speakers also recalled
that during the imprisonment
of  Sher-e-Kashmir  Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah, Dr Sheikh
Mustafa Kamal endured severe
hardships, imprisonment and
torture, yet never wavered from
the National Conference's prin-
ciples, ideological commitments
or his steadfast belief in truth
and justice. His courage, integ-
rity and unwavering dedication
to the people remained the de-
fining features of his public life.

National Conference President
and elder brother of the

deceased, Dr Farooq Abdullah,
expressed his heartfelt gratitude
to all those who visited to offer
condolences, attended the fu-
neral prayers, and participated
in the burial and last rites. He
thanked political leaders, social
and religious organisations, par-
ty workers and members of the
public for standing by the family
in its hour of grief.

Dr Farooq Abdullah said that
death is an undeniable reality from
which no human being can escape,
and that submitting to the will of
Almighty Allah is the hallmark of
a true believer. He described Dr
Sheikh Mustafa Kamal's demise
as an irreparable loss not only for
the Abdullah family but also for
the Jammu & Kashmir National
Conference and the people of the
region. He said that the late leader
dedicated his entire life to serv-
ing the people, strengthening the
party and upholding its ideals, and
that his services, sacrifices and leg-
acy would always be remembered
with deep respect.

It may be recalled that Ijtimai
Fateha Khawani for the late Dr
Sheikh Mustafa Kamal will be
held on Friday at 10:00 a.m. at
his graveyard located on Gupkar
Road, Sonwar, adjacent to Kashmir
Nursing Home, where relatives,
party leaders, workers, well-wish-
ers and members of the public are
expected to participate and offer

Kupwara top list of Lakhpati
Didis in J&K: MD Mission Yuva

Says DPRs planned to expand livelihoods; bank
branches delaying sanctions to face probe

Waris Fayaz

Kupwara, Jul 15: Managing
Director Mission Yuva
Harvinder Singh on Wednesday
said that Kupwara District has
the highest number of Lakhpati
Didis in Jammu and Kashmir.

Speaking after a review meet-
ing of Mission Yuva here, MD
Harvinder Singh, as per the news
agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO) said the meeting focussed
on assessing applications, resolv-
ing bottlenecks, ensuring bank
linkages and helping beneficia-
ries establish sustainable units.
“Kupwara is a border district with
remote areas like Karnah and
other far-flung villages where
youth need support to turn their
ideas into successful enterprises
and generate employment,” he
said. Singh said the district admin-
istration was doing commendable
work in implementing Mission
Yuva and highlighted the achieve-
ments of women associated with
the Lakhpati Didi initiative.

“We have decided that the
talent pool of Lakhpati Didis
in Kupwara will be supported
through specific DPRs so that
their work can be taken forward
under Mission Yuva,” he said.

On the status of applications
under the scheme, Singh said
issues related to pending cases

MISSION YUVA
Yuva Sapne, Nayi Ummedein

and bank sanctions were being
reviewed, adding that Mission
Yuva has stopped the practice
of outright rejection of appli-
cations. “Cases facing issues
like low CIBIL scores or existing
loans are placed under a dor-
mancy period,” the MD said.

“If an applicant does not get a
loan today due to a CIBIL issue,
it does not mean the person will
not be eligible later. Such cases
are kept under dormancy and
reviewed after the required pe-
riod,” he said.

Singh acknowledged con-
cerns regarding delays in bank
sanctions and said directions
have been issued to J&K Bank to

improve the process.

“Any bank branch found not
performing properly in process-
ing Mission Yuva applications will
face an investigation,” he said.

He added that the depart-
ment is also monitoring ben-
eficiaries who have received
approval or loan disbursal but
require further support to run
their units successfully.

“Our finance experts, enter-
prise development experts and
marketing experts will work
together to make Mission Yuva
more effective and ensure that
employment opportunities in
remote areas are taken for-
ward,” Singh said.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Showcase Jammu;

devotees of Baba Barfani.

He also emphasised showcasing Jammu and
directed officials to organize sightseeing tours
to Jammu Division’s key spiritual and tourism
spots, while actively promoting local handi-
craft and handloom products.

“It is our goal that whenever Baba Amarnath
pilgrims return home, they should carry a
piece of Jammu with them in the form of beau-
tiful local handmade products and unforget-
table memories. Together, we resolve to make
this year’s Yatra truly historic,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also reviewed the
deployment of Food Safety Officers at commu-
nity kitchens, facilities at reception and lodge-
ment centres, on-spot registrations of pilgrims,
transportation and security arrangements.

He directed the officials to optimize man-
power deployment to seamlessly manage the
heavy influx of devotees throughout the yatra.

The Lieutenant Governor emphasized that
officials must closely monitor Meteorological
Department’s predictions and remain alert to
any weather vagaries.

Divisional Commissioner Jammu, Ramesh
Kumar informed about the legal action initi-
ated against the individuals caught engaged in
fraudulent practices. The Lieutenant Governor
further directed that administrative and legal
measures be taken against any official found
involved in misconduct.

The Lieutenant Governor also interacted
with the devotees of and wished them a safe,
peaceful and blessed pilgrimage.

The Lieutenant Governor was accompanied
by Ramesh Kumar, Divisional Commissioner,
Jammu; Bhim Sen Tuti, IGP Jammu; Amol V
Homkar, IGP CRPF Jammu Sector; Dr Rakesh
Minhas, Deputy Commissioner Jammu; Dr.
Devansh Yadav, Municipal Commissioner
Jammu and senior officials from civil adminis-
tration, police and security forces. (KNO)

3.24 lakh pilgrims

motor vehicles (MMVs) and 59 light motor
vehicles (LMVs).

The batch included 4,439 men, 1,614 women,
13 children, 78 sadhus, 53 sadhvis, one child
sadhu, three transgender pilgrims and 50 for-
eign male devotees.

The Baltal-bound convoy departed at
2:42 am, while the Pahalgam-bound con-
voy left at 3:27 am under elaborate security
arrangements.

The total number of pilgrims who have de-
parted from the Bhagwati Nagar base camp in
Jammu since the commencement of depar-
tures on July 2 has reached 99,287, inching
closer to the one-lakh mark.

Meanwhile, Director General (DG), Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF), Praveer Ranjan,
accompanied by senior officers, visited Jammu
to review the security arrangements for the on-
going Amarnath Yatra Yatra-2026.

The visit included a comprehensive assess-
ment of security measures, medical response
mechanisms, fire safety preparedness, pilgrim
facilities, logistics and inter-agency coordina-
tion to ensure the safety, security and conve-
nience of devotees.

During the visit, the DG inspected the
Bhagwati Nagar Base Camp, Joint Police Control
Room (JPCR), CCTV Control Room and the Tawi
River Front. He also interacted with deployed
personnel and pilgrims, reviewed the secu-
rity framework on the ground and stressed the
need for maintaining operational readiness,
continuous vigilance and seamless coordina-
tion among all stakeholder agencies.

The DG CISF chaired a high-level security re-
view meeting with senior officers of the CAPFs,

J&K Police, Intelligence Bureau, Indian Army
and other stakeholder agencies. Commending
the dedication, professionalism and seamless
coordination among the security forces, he
expressed confidence in their continued com-
mitment towards ensuring the smooth, safe
and incident-free conduct of the Amarnath
Yatra-2026. (KNO)

Kashmir set for

the mercury likely to rise to 36-37°C, while
similar conditions are expected across other
plain areas of Kashmir.

For the Jammu region, the forecaster said no
significant rise in daytime temperatures is ex-
pected as monsoon-like conditions are likely to
continue.

The MeT department has forecast partly
cloudy skies with light to moderate rain or
thundershowers at many places on July 18 and
19, with the possibility of brief intense heavy
showers at isolated places in the Jammu divi-
sion during the late night of July 18 and the
morning of July 19.

Between July 20 and 23, the weather is ex-
pected to remain generally cloudy with light
to moderate rain or thundershowers at most
places, with peak rainfall activity on July 21 and
22. Heavy rain or brief intense showers are also
likely at a few districts in both the Kashmir and
Jammu divisions.

The weather office has advised that heavy
rainfall, flash floods, landslides, mudslides
in vulnerable areas of the Chenab Valley, Pir
Panjal Range and some hilly areas of Kashmir,
along with waterlogging in low-lying areas, are
possible between July 20 and 22.

Authorities have advised people, especially
those living in vulnerable areas, to remain alert
and follow official weather advisories. (KNO)
Mandies after

town when a boulder rolled down from a
hillside and struck his vehicle near Trishul
Morh.

He said the man was immediately rescued
from the vehicle and shifted to the District
Hospital Ramban, where doctors declared him
brought dead.

The deceased was later identified as
Mohammad Igbal Tantray, a resident of Seri
village in Ramban district.

Police have taken cognisance of the incident
and initiated further investigation. (KNO)
NCtoleave

plan ready.

“We know how to remain patient. We will
wait, but we will also keep our alternate plan
ready,” he added.

Omar said he had already directed party
leaders to leave for New Delhi on July 19, re-
gardless of whether permission is granted.

“I have told my colleagues that we will defi-
nitely go to Delhi on July 19. If we are not given
permission to hold the protest at Jantar Mantar,
we will sit together there and decide our next
course of action. But we will certainly go to
Delhi,” he said.

Recalling the final days of his uncle, Dr
Mustafa Kamal, who passed away on Tuesday,
Abdullah said that the late NC leader’s health
deteriorated on July 11 and doctors had indi-
cated his condition was critical.

“Even at that time, (National Conference
president) Dr Farooq Abdullah instructed us
that whatever happened, we had to continue
with our Jammu programme on July 12. If we
did not cancel that programme, there is no
question of cancelling the July 20 protest,” he
said.

The Chief Minister termed the demise of Dr
Kamal as a personal loss for the Abdullah fami-
ly and the National Conference. “For our family,

this is a very difficult time. Apart from being
my father’s younger brother, Mustafa Kamal
dedicated his life to serving the poor,” he said.

He recalled that Dr Kamal continued to run
a free medical clinic in Tangmarg even while
serving as Health Minister. “He (Dr Kamal)
served as an MLC before being elected to the
Assembly from Tangmarg twice, later winning
from Pattan in a by-election and representing
Hazratbal in 2009,” Omar said. “Seeing so many
people gathered here today shows how many
lives Mustafa Sahib touched. We are deeply
grateful for his lifelong service.” (KNO)
Kashmir opposition

PDP will not participate in the protest pro-
gramme ,” they said, adding that the NC’s in-
vitation was discussed during the recent party
meeting.

The party is yet to announce its decision on
NC’s invitation.

The Peoples Conference is also likely to
turn down the NC's invitation to join the pro-
tests, with sources revealing that the party
leadership is averse to participation in the
programme.

The Awami Ittehad Party (AIP), led by MP,
Er. Rashid, may also not participate in the pro-
test programme. Talking to KNO, MLA Langate
Sheikh Khursheed said the decision has been
left to Er. Rashid. “The final call will be taken
by AIP supremo. We have conveyed our stance
to him, and he will take the final decision,” he
said.

Khursheed further recalled that the AIP had
advised the NC at the time of government for-
mation in October 2024 not to take oath until
the restoration of statehood. (KNO)

Artificial Intelligence

remain timeless, and it is imperative that the
younger generation emulate his thoughts and
values, channeling them into the noble task of
nation building.

The Lieutenant Governor said that Al has
changed the way we educate and hire the
workforce and it has fundamentally reshaped
the job market, defining the economic land-
scape of our era.

He said there are moments in history when
human civilization enters a new age.

“The invention of the wheel, the develop-
ment of printing, the steam engine, the discov-
ery of electricity, the spread of computers and
the internet, each of these changed the world.
Today we stand on the threshold of a similar
new era, and Al has already reached our homes,
schools, hospitals, industries, farms and gov-
ernment systems. It has become part of our
lives. Even in far flung villages, Al is changing
lives. A local health worker can now run medi-
cal checkups, farmers get instant weather and
crop advice, and students get top-quality les-
sons in their own language,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor said that a ma-
ture society should use modern and new
technology like Al with sensitivity and keep-
ing future requirements in mind. He said
India has for centuries been the bearer of a
shared heritage of knowledge, innovation
and humanity and our country taught the
world that science and ethics are not oppo-
sites but complements.

“So when Al brings new opportunities be-
fore us, our duty is not only to adopt it but
also to guide it in the right direction. I firmly
believe that when technology is used for hu-
man welfare, it democratizes opportunity. It
brings possibilities to people who were previ-
ously deprived of them. That is why we should
welcome this change. The need today is not
to compare humans and machines. Rather,
we must ensure that machines extend human

capabilities, not replace them.

History reminds us that every great leap
forward brings a moment of friction. Just as
society evolved past the scriptorium after the
printing press and abandoned the hand-plow
for the tractor, we cannot turn back the clock
on Artificial Intelligence. Al represents our best
path forward, not as a replacement for human
potential, but as a force multiplier. By absorbing
the friction of routine and repetitive tasks, Al
would elevate our uniquely human strengths.
The future belongs to a symbiotic partnership
where technology handles the mechanics, al-
lowing the human work force to focus on what
truly matters,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor stated that we
must build a future where science becomes the
means of progress and humanity determines
its direction.

“Every technology revolution closes some
doors but opens many new ones. The real chal-
lenge today is not about lack of opportunity
but speed of change, making rapid reskilling
our most urgent duty in various sectors. We
should also be prepared to deal with challeng-
es of Al-generated deepfakes which blurs the
line between fact and fiction. Today, we also
face an even deeper crisis that is the erosion of
truth. For innovation to succeed, it must walk
hand-in-hand with public trust. Citizens have
a fundamental right to know where their infor-
mation comes from. Today, in an Al dominated
era, transparency is a necessity,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also called upon
the young generation to grab the opportunity
today and focus on problem solving and critical
thinking with scientific temper.

“Today vast trove of knowledge is available
in the palm of your hand. This is an extraor-
dinary opportunity, and the future belongs to
those who know how to use it to find solutions
and who can work collaboratively with diverse
ideas, and who have the courage to make ethical
decisions. In the times ahead we must cultivate
environments in our schools and universities
where Science and Sanskar develop in balance.
Along with technical competence, creativity,
communication, empathy and responsibility
should be given equal importance. I believe ul-
timately the society that progresses most will
be the one that makes its young people skilled,
capable and sensitive. Therefore, balance must
be our path,” the Lieutenant Governor added.

Padma Bhushan Shri Ram Bahadur Rai,
President, Indira Gandhi National Centre for
Arts (IGNCA); Prof Umesh Rai, Vice Chancellor,
University of Jammu; members of Dr. Suresh
Awasthi Smriti Nyas, distinguished speakers,
academicians, eminent literary personalities
and students participated in the lecture series
through virtual mode. (KNO)

Inclusion of Bhairav

for Rajouri! The district’s historic Bhairav
Yatra has officially been added to National
Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage of
India. Congratulations to the Rajouri District
Administration and the J&K’s Department of
Culture for turning this dream into a reality.
This prestigious recognition will go a long way
in documenting, preserving, and celebrating
the area’s deep spiritual and cultural roots.
This national honor validates the generations
of devotees who kept this tradition alive. The
inclusion of Bhairav Yatra in National Inventory
of Intangible Cultural Heritage will strengthen
Rajouri’s unique cultural footprint on the na-
tional stage and it will open the door for re-
search, cultural exchange, and sustainable heri-
tage tourism.” (KNO)
AsWularturns

water. Earlier it was clean and refreshing, but

now there is an unpleasant smell everywhere.
Many women develop skin rashes after work-
ing in the lake,” she said.

Their concerns have gained significance fol-
lowing a recent study published in the journal
*Scientific Reports*, which detected traces of
heavy metals, including cadmium, chromium,
nickel, zinc and iron, in edible water chestnuts
collected from Wular and other major wet-
lands in Kashmir.

The researchers warned that increasing pol-
lution in freshwater wetlands could pose risks
to both aquatic ecosystems and human health,
and recommended continuous environmental
monitoring, improved wastewater treatment
and stricter pollution-control measures.

For the women who depend on the lake for
their livelihood, however, the changes have
been visible for years.

“We don’'t need any scientific report to tell
us that Wular is deteriorating,” said Shareefa
Begum, another harvester. “We see the water
changing every season. We smell the pollution
every day and feel it on our skin. Our livelihood
is disappearing before our eyes.”

The women said the shrinking harvest has
made it increasingly difficult to support their
families, with many returning home after
hours of labour with only a fraction of what
they once collected.

They also urged authorities to accelerate
conservation efforts and involve local women,
who spend months working inside the lake ev-
ery year, in its restoration.

“We know this lake better than anyone be-
cause we live with it every day,” one of the
harvesters said. “If Wular dies, our work, our
income and a tradition passed down through
generations will disappear with it.” (KNO)
‘Don’t judge Kashmir

headlines,” they said.

Having travelled to Srinagar, Gulmarg,
Pahalgam, Aru Valley, Wular Lake and Jammu,
the visitors said Aru Valley emerged as their fa-
vourite destination because of its peaceful sur-
roundings and spectacular scenery.

The couple described Kashmiri hospitality as
among the finest they have experienced any-
where in the world, saying several local fami-
lies invited them into their homes for tea and
conversations.

“The memories we will take back are not just
of beautiful places but of the people we met.
Their warmth and generosity made this jour-
ney unforgettable,” they said.

They said they felt safe throughout their visit
and found locals willing to help at every step.
However, they expressed disappointment that
many trekking routes and remote tourist desti-
nations remained inaccessible.

“We wanted to explore more of Kashmir,
especially places like Gurez Valley and other
hiking destinations, but many of them were
closed due to restrictions. We hope to return
once they reopen because there is still so much
of Kashmir left to discover,” they said.

The visitors also praised Kashmiri cuisine,
particularly the traditional Wazwan, calling it
one of the highlights of their journey.

Describing Kashmir in three words, they
said: “Hospitable, genuine and unforgettable.”

The couple urged travellers, particularly
those from Argentina and other parts of the
world, to visit Kashmir with an open mind.

“Don’t come only for the landscapes. Meet
the people, learn about their culture and ex-
perience their hospitality. That's what truly
makes Kashmir special,” they said.

“If we could tell the world one thing after
this visit, it would be this: don’t judge Kashmir
only by what you see in the news. Its true spirit
lives in its people, culture and extraordinary
landscapes,” they added. (KNO)
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India-UK trade pact comes into force

Significant milestone:
Vice President

PTI

New Delhi, Jul 15: India and the
UK on Wednesday operational-
ised a free trade agreement under
which a host of domestic goods
will enter the British market at
zero duty.

A social security agreement too
has been operationalised from
July 15.

"With the coming into force
of the Comprehensive Econom-
ic and Trade Agreement and the
Agreement on Social Security,
our economic linkages are going
to get even deeper," Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said in a social
media post.

The CETA will give fresh
momentum to Indian farmers,
entrepreneurs and MSMEs. Sev-
eral vibrant sectors will gain
stronger access to the UK market,

he said.
It will also deepen coop-

eration in technology,
professional services and
innovation, while supporting
greater mobility for skilled
Indian talent, he added.

The social security agreement
will provide invaluable support
to Indian professionals work-
ing temporarily in the UK and
strengthen the competitiveness
of Indian enterprises, the prime
minister said.

"The agreement, which opens
new avenues for trade, invest-
ment and innovation, will create
unique opportunities for our
businesses while further accel-
erating PM @NarendraModi ji's
vision of Viksit Bharat 2047,"
Commerce and Industry Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal said in a social
media post.

PM says it will give fresh
momentum to farmers, MSMEs

PTI

New Delhi, Jul 15: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday termed
the operationalisa-
tion of the India-Unit-
ed Kingdom Com-
prehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement
(CETA) and the Agree-
ment on Social Security
a significant moment in
the bilateral ties.

He said the econom-
ic linkages between the
two nations are going

to get even deeper and
will translate the shared
ambition into tangible
opportunities for the
people. Modi also said
that the CETA will give
a fresh momentum to
farmers, entrepreneurs
and MSMEs, besides sev-
eral vibrant sectors will
gain stronger access to
the UK market.

He said it will also
deepen cooperation in
technology, professional
services and innovation,
while supporting greater

mobility for skilled
Indian talent. "This is a
significant moment in the
India-United Kingdom
partnership! With the
coming into force of the
Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement and
the Agreement on Social
Security, our economic
linkages are going to get
even deeper. Together,
these agreements trans-
late our shared ambition
into tangible opportuni-
ties for our people,” he
said in a post on 'X".

-
[

PTI

New Delhi, Jul 15: Vice President
C P Radhakrishnan on Wednes-
day welcomed the operation-
alisation of the India-UK Com-
prehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA), describing it
as a significant milestone in the
enduring partnership between
the two countries.

He said the landmark achieve-
ment reflects India's growing
economic strength and global
engagement under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The free trade agree-
ment between India and the

United Kingdom came into
force on Wednesday and is set
to unleash a flurry of tariff cuts
that will catalyse bilateral trade
through greater two-way move-
ment of goods and services.

The CETA was signed in July last
year.

"These agreements will sig-
nificantly expand market access,
strengthen trade and services,
and facilitate greater mobility
for professionals, creating new
opportunities for our businesses,
entrepreneurs, farmers, man-
ufacturers, MSMEs, and skilled
workforce," Radhakrishnan said
in a social-media post.

SC flags 'frustration’' of students in

CBSE’s digital marking system

Congress playing 'false
victim card' over Rahul

No backdoor talks
with BJP: Sule

Seeks Solicitor

General’s assistance
PTI

New Delhi, Jul 15: Expressing concern
over students’ “frustration” in CBSE’s
digital marking system, the Supreme
Court on Wednesday sought the assis-
tance of Solicitor General Tushar Me-
hta in hearing a PIL which sought di-
rections to the Centre and the CBSE to
frame regulations to conduct exams
through on-screen marking (OSM)
system.

The CBSE's OSM evaluation system
is a digital grading method where

teachers assess scanned copies of
physical answer sheets on a comput-
er instead of checking physical paper
scripts.

"Look at the amount of frustration
of young children,” a bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya Kant said
and sought the assistance of the solici-
tor general in dealing with the case.

The bench, also comprising justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V Mohana, said
there appear to be systemic "creep-
ing problems" in the digital evaluation
process.

"We are seeking your assistance, not
in an adversarial way. There are some
problems," Justice Bagchi told the solic-
itor general and sought a status report

in the case.

The top law officer informed the
bench that while individual marksheet
discrepancies mentioned in the plea
have largely been resolved, the gov-
ernment is taking the systemic issues
seriously.

He said that a one-member com-
mission, led by S Radha Chauhan, has
been constituted to review the evalua-
tion system and recommend necessary
systemic changes.

"We are not taking this adversely,”
the SG said. He said the committee is
already looking into the grievances.

The bench has now asked the solic-
itor general to apprise it of the steps
being taken by the CBSE and listed the
matter for further hearing next week.

The PIL has been filed by Rakesh
Binjola through advocate Laxmikant
Matadan Shukla.

The petition seeks directions to
the Centre and the CBSE to frame
regulations for conducting CBSE
Board examinations through the
OSM evaluation system and to con-
stitute a high-powered committee
to supervise and implement such
reforms.

The petitioner has also sought
directions to grant relaxation in min-
imum qualifying marks for students
who have already secured provisional
admissions or cleared entrance exam-
inations, as well as exemption from
the 75 per cent or other minimum
Class 12 marks criteria prescribed for
admission to various courses.

Gandhi event venue: BJP

T

Students), saying another pro-

several

able for the programme.

New Delhi, Jul 15: The BJP
on Wednesday slammed the
Congress over its claim that
permission for party leader
Rahul Gandhi's July 17 event
at Dehradun's Parade Ground
was revoked, alleging that
alternative venues
have already been made avail-

The remarks came after
the Congress staged a sit-in at
Parade Ground in Dehradun
on Tuesday after the district
administration cancelled per-
mission for Gandhi's event,
'Chhatron Ki Goonj' (Voice of

gramme is being held at the
venue.

BJP national spokesperson
Pradeep Bhandari alleged that
the Congress is looking for an
excuse as Gandhi is planning to
go on another vacation.

"Stop playing the false victim
card. Several additional venues
have already been made avail-
able. It seems Rahul Gandhi
wants to go on a vacation and
is looking for an excuse to can-
cel his programme.

"The country's Gen Z has
already seen through the Con-
gress party's lies," Bhandari
said in a post on X.

Temple visit my
'personal right, not
soft Hindutva', says
Kerala CM

Thiruvananthapuram, Jul 15: Ker-
ala Chief Minister V D Satheesan on
Wednesday rejected allegations of pur-
suing "soft Hindutva" over his recent
visit to the Kollur Mookambika temple,
asserting that his faith was a personal
matter protected by the Constitution.

Responding to questions at a press con-
ference here, Satheesan said he has been
visiting the Karnataka temple for the past
37 years and that branding him a "soft Hin-
dutva" leader on that basis was baseless.
"When I go to the Mookambika temple, it
is my personal right. [ have the constitution-
al right to believe in God. How can that be
called soft Hindutva," he asked.

The chief minister said he had been
visiting the shrine since the 1990s and
described himself as a devotee of the pre-
siding deity there.

"I have been going to Mookambika tem-
ple for the last 37 years. I am a devotee of
Kollur Mookambika. I am very happy to
say that," he said.

PTI

New Delhi, Jul 15: Doctors at
AIIMS Delhi have successfully
performed a rare and technically
demanding lung-preserving sur-
gery on a four-month-old infant
born with a congenital lung mal-
formation affecting both lungs,
hospital authorities said.

The child was discharged just
two days after the operation,
they said. The procedure -- a
segment-level lung resection or
segmentectomy in an infant -- on
one of the youngest patients is
among the rarest reported cas-
es of its kind and highlights the
advanced paediatric surgical care
available at the premier institute,
authorities added.

The surgery was performed
on the infant's right lung, while
another one on the left lung will
be scheduled after a few months,
according to doctors.

The baby was diagnosed before
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birth with congenital pulmonary
airway malformation (CPAM),
a condition in which part of the
lung develops abnormally during
pregnancy, forming cyst-like tissue
that cannot function like healthy
lung tissue.

Doctors said the case was par-
ticularly challenging because the
malformation involved both lungs,
unlike the more common pres-
entation affecting only one lung.

Removing an entire lung
lobe would have significant-
ly reduced the child's future
lung capacity, they said.The
surgical team therefore opted
for a lung-preserving approach
by removing only the dis-
eased segments from the right
lung. Each lung is divided
into smaller functional units
called segments, each with its
own airway and blood supply.

Complex surgery for rare lung malformation in infant
marks new milestone for AIIMS Delhi

While removal of an entire
lobe is relatively straightfor-
ward, segmentectomy requires
meticulous dissection of deep-
ly placed blood vessels and
airways while preserving the
surrounding healthy lung tissue.

In this case, surgeons removed
segments 9 and 10 of the lower
lobe of the right lung, considered
among the most technically dif-
ficult lung segments to access
because of their deeply situated
blood vessels, the hospital state-
ment said.

"Segments 9 and 10 are among
the most difficult to remove in
the entire lung, since their vessels
and airway are buried deep with-
in the tissue, far from the surface.
Performing this safely through
keyhole surgery in an infant
just four months old is a signifi-
cant technical achievement," Dr
Sandeep Agarwala, Head, Depart-
ment of Pediatric Surgery, AIIMS
Delhi, said.

PTI

Mumbai, Jul 15: NCP
(SP) working presi-
dent Supriya Sule on
Wednesday dismissed
speculation over
meetings  between
her party leaders and
Maharashtra  Chief
Minister =~ Devendra
Fadnavis, saying there
was no political strat-
egy behind the inter-
actions.

Addressing a press
conference, Sule said
senior party lead-
er Jayant Patil had
officially sought an
appointment with Fad-
navis to raise the issue
of action taken against
an NCP (SP) municipal
council president.

“Jayant Patil official-
ly sought time from the
chief minister, went in
his car and returned
in his car. There was
nothing secretive
about the meeting.
If you want to know
who else met the chief
minister at his resi-
dence, you should ask
the chief minister, not

me,” she said.

Meetings of lead-
ers from the ruling
NCP and NCP (SP) at
‘Varsha’, CM'’s offi-
cial residence, late on
Tuesday night have
fuelled speculation
about a change in
political equations in
Maharashtra.

The meetings come
against the backdrop
of Congress lead-
er P Chidambaram'’s
claim that the BJP is
wooing the Sharad
Pawar-led NCP (SP)
and the DMK to get
their support for the
131st Constitution
Amendment Bill, pro-
posing to raise Lok
Sabha seats to 850
and initiate delimita-
tion in the Monsoon
session of Parliament
starting July 20.

Rejecting specu-
lation about the NCP
(SP) joining the rul-
ing alliance, Sule said
the media had been
predicting her swear-
ing-in and ministerial
portfolio for the past
12 years.

Intimidatory speech case
TMC's Abhishek
gives voice sample to
magistrate at court

PTI

Kolkata, Jul 15: Trinamool Congress MP Ab-
hishek Banerjee on Wednesday provided his
voice sample to a magistrate at the Bidhannagar
SDJM court near here in connection with an in-
vestigation into his alleged intimidatory speech
during the West Bengal assembly election cam-

paign.

The Calcutta High Court had, on July 10, direct-
ed Banerjee to appear before the magistrate at
noon on July 15 for the purpose.

Banerjee was at the court for nearly one-and-
a-half hours for providing the voice sample to the
magistrate, for which an expert was present.

He did not respond to queries from journalists
present at the venue and left the court premises
soon after the process concluded.
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US reimposes its blockade on
Iran after Tehran’s attacks on
ships in Strait of Hormuz

AP/AFP

DUBAI: The US military early
Wednesday reimposed a block-
ade on Iranian ports over Teh-
ran’s attacks on ships trying to
pass through the Strait of Hor-
muz, sparking new strikes on
nations hosting American forc-
es as an interim deal to end the
war further unraveled.

Days of retaliatory strikes across
the Middle East by Iran — and both
nations’ attempts to vie for control
of the waterway through which a
fifth of the world’s oil and natural
gas passes during peacetime —
threaten to push the region back
to all-out war.

The US first imposed the
blockade in mid-April and then
lifted it in mid-June, a day after
signing the interim deal that set
a60-day period for negotiations
over issues like Iran’s nuclear
program, but talks have stalled
as fighting over the strait has
intensified. When US President
Donald Trump announced the
return of the blockade Monday,
he also said he would impose
a 20 percent fee on ships pass-
ing through the strait. But he
dropped the plan to collect
fees hours before resuming the
blockade, citing requests from
allies in the Arabian Gulf.

Both US and Iran launched
attacks as blockade reimposed

The US carried out another
wave of strikes as it reimposed

the blockade, striking dozens
of targets over seven hours, the
US military’s Central Command
said Wednesday. Missile alert
warnings went out in Bahrain
and Kuwait early Wednesday
morning as they faced incoming
Iranian fire, something that’s
been a daily occurrence, further
straining a ceasefire in the war.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
said they struck facilities used
by the US Fifth Fleet in Bah-
rain, state television reported
Wednesday, after US strikes on
[ranian territory.

“The NSI Management Center,
Command and Control Center,
Major Military Parts and Equip-
ment Warehouses, and Fuel
Storage Facilities of the US Fifth
Fleet in Bahrain Were Crushed,”
the Guards said in a statement

carried by state television IRIB.

US Navy Adm. Brad Cooper,
who leads Central Command,
said in a statement that Iran had
launched dozens of missiles and
drones at neighboring Gulf Arab
countries.

“US forces are holding Iran
accountable for unwarranted
aggression that continues to
endanger innocent lives,” Coop-
er said. There are at least 19 US
warships in the Arabian Sea,
including two aircraft carriers
and an amphibious assault ship
with more than 1,000 Marines
aboard. Central Command also
said in a social media post that
there are “hundreds of military
aircraft operating across the
Middle East.”

When the US and Israel
launched the war on Iran on

Feb. 28, Tehran effectively shut
the passage by attacking and
threatening ships. That sent the
price of oil, fertilizer and other
goods soaring.

Iran has more recently
attacked ships moving through
the strait on a route near Oman
overseen by the US military that
is outside Tehran’s control, set-
ting off the recent violence. The
US has threatened to reopen the
strait by force — but experts say
that would require a much bigger
armada if not tens of thousands
of ground troops.

Iran’s ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations, Amir Saeid Iravani,
criticized America’s ongoing
attacks targeting his country.

“The US is the aggressor, not
the victim,” he wrote to the
world body’s leader, according to
the state-run IRNA news agency.

At least seven personnel were
killed in US strikes on an Ira-
nian military base in Bampur
overnight, Iran’s army said on

Wednesday, according to the
semi-official Tasnim news
agency.

The army said the strikes were

intended to cause maximum
casualties, with 13 missiles hit-
ting a guesthouse, guard posts
and accommodation facilities at
the base near the southeastern
city of Iranshahr.

It added that a number of
personnel were also wound-
ed and promised a “decisive

response” to the attack.

Trump says he’s replacing the
fees with Gulf investments

Trump said Tuesday that he
was called by the region’s “kings
and emirs,” who suggested an
alternate arrangement to charg-
ing ships fees to pass through the
strait like the president proposed
a day earlier.

“They said we'd love to do it a
different way. We'd love to invest
in the United States with billions
and billions of dollars,” Trump
told reporters Tuesday in the
Oval Office.

Trump said he preferred that
arrangement to charging tolls
“because I don’t think anybody
should be able to charge a fee for
the strait.”

It was unclear if the invest-
ment deals would be new
commitments relative to what
Trump announced after a visit
last year to the Middle East.

Trump’s plan to charge fees
would have been a change to
longstanding American policy
and a departure from US prom-
ises that the strait would remain
open to all without tolls.

Trump told Fox News Chan-
nel on Tuesday night that more
US strikes against Iran were
coming over the next two days
and that bridges and pow-
er plants could be targets by
next week unless negotiations
resume. Already, the US has
struck at least one bridge.

US says it has
begun new
wave of strikes
on Iran

REUTERS/AP

Washington, Jul 15: The US
military said it had begun a
new wave of strikes against
Iran at 6 a.m. ET (1000 GMT)
on Wednesday.

“The strikes are designed

to further degrade military

capabilities Iranian forces

have used to attack commer-

cial shipping in the Strait of
Hormuz,” the US Central

Command said in a post on X.

The US carried out a wave
of strikes late Tuesday as
it reimposed the blockade,
striking dozens of targets

Kuwait early Wednesday
morning as they faced incom-
ing Iranian fire, something
that’s been a daily occur-
rence, further straining a
ceasefire in the war.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
said they struck facilities
used by the US Fifth Fleet
in Bahrain, state television
reported Wednesday, after US
strikes on Iranian territory.

“The NSI Management
Center, Command and
Control Center, Major
Military Parts and Equip-
ment Warehouses, and Fuel
Storage Facilities of the US
Fifth Fleet in Bahrain Were

AFP

Sydney, Jul 15: Australia
will enact laws to regu-
late how artificial intel-
ligence data centers use
power and water, and
to protect creative cop-
yright, Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese said
Wednesday.

In a landmark speech
setting out his govern-
ment’s policies, Albanese
sought to allay public
concern over Al, saying it
could be adopted in a way
that enhanced the national
interest.

The center-left leader
said he would meet Aus-
tralia’s state and territory
leaders next month to dis-
cuss the proposed laws,
which would be intro-
duced next year to build
trust in Al and protect
national security.

Australia had led other
countries in imposing limits
on social media use for chil-
dren, but the challenge to
shape Alin Australia’s interest
was greater and demanded
action now, he said.

Letting others write the
Alrules “would mean sub-
contracting our national

Australian PM says
to enact laws to
govern Al

sovereignty and security
to the control of foreign
monopolies,” he said in a
speech at the University
of Sydney.

“Our great country can
be much more than a data
warehouse for Al products
made overseas.”

Albanese’s speech came
after it emerged this week
that US startup Anthropic
had lobbied Australian offi-
cials to change copyright
laws to assist the training of
Al'models, as it considered
investing in data centers
in the country. Musicians,
writers and publishers
have urged the government
to resist such pressure and
protect their work. Austral-
ian creative content was
not “up for grabs,” and the
new laws will provide “the
strongest possible protec-
tion for Australian artists
and Australian media,”
Albanese said.

“No company should
use Australian books,
music, art or news to build
or train Al without the art-
ist’s control. That includes
the artist’s control of the
price and value of their
work. Anything less is
theft,” he said.

REUTERS

Muslim man stabbed
multiple times in Utah over his
religion, police say

Washington, Jul 15: A man was arrested in Utah for
stabbing a Muslim man multiple times and stated that
he targeted the victim because of the victim'’s religion,
police said in court records on Tuesday.

Police said the suspect told them he “intends to kill
Muslims” and that he constituted “a substantial danger

over seven hours, the US mili-

tary’s Central Command said.
The US strikes sparked

retaliatory drone and missile

to the public if released based on his violent actions
... ideologies and pre-planned mass casualty events.”
The incident took place inside the Valley Fair Mall in
Utah’s West Valley City on Monday. The male victim had
“multiple stab wounds all over his body and was

further unraveled.
Missile alert warnings
went out in Bahrain and

attacks on nations host-
ing American forces as the
interim deal to end the war

Crushed,” the Guards said in
a statement carried by state
television IRIB.

ICC adds Super 7 stage at ODI
World Cup, Super 10 instead of
Super 8 at T20 World Cup

PTI

"The ICC Men'’s Cricket World Instead of top two teams from - HEDI

Edinburgh, Jul 15: The Inter- Cup will see the participation of each Super 8 group making the Hn A-H n @ ATMOS SOUND
national Cricket Council on 14 eligible teams but the revised = semifinals in the last edition, _@ 05:15 PM
Wednesday made a slight format will entail a three-stage  only the one that tops the table mstﬁnﬂr ¥ PREMILM
change to the formats of 2027 competition leading to the Finals, in each group enters the last four. I-II COMFORT
ODI World Cup and 2028 T20 which creates greater context, Teams placed second in groups
World Cup, aimed at "enhancing competitiveness and conse- play in the eliminator against the o
consequences” in both the com-  quence during the event, ensuring  teams placed third in the opposite HI IH 'h'lﬁ Phs gl!l}j’ :::ﬂgm
petitions. meaningful competition from the  group, adding another layer to the AAUNGA () 05:35PM

The decisions were taken atthe  opening match through to the  competition. [HIBED] EXCEFTIOMAL

ICC Annual Conference here.

The 2027 ODI World Cup in
South Africa would have 14 teams
as planned before, up from the 10
in the previous edition, but the
governing body has added a Super
Series and Super 7 stage in its bid

to spice up the competition.

Finals," said the ICC in a statement.

The Super Series will be played
between three teams and one of
them will be progress to round
two of the competition that will
see six teams divided into two
groups. Top 3 teams from each

DHAMAAL4  © 1MW
group plus the next highest placed {HINDI ATMOS) 01:40 PM
team across both groups quali- .
fy for the Super 7 (instead of the | e I-“'-_E_E PM
Super 6 planned earlier). VA 13+ .

Four teams from the Super 7 M‘an L
stage progress to the semifinals. "
"The increased consequence
and enhanced competitive intensi- EHI I- BEp‘ D Bu H H CI_.J 11:35 AM
ty promises to enhance the overall (EMGLISH WITH
experience for fans while contin- EMGLISH SUBTITLES) w:ﬁu FH
uing to provide emerging teams R

with the opportunity to compete
on cricket's biggest stage," said
the ICC.

Super 10 instead of Super 8 at
T20 World Cup

For the T20 showpiece in
the Australia and New Zealand
in 2028, the ICC has decided
to try Super 10 instead of the
Super 8 after the Group stage.
Five groups of four teams will
be created and top two from
each enter the Super 10.

"Encouraged by the perfor-
mance of emerging teams in the
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026,
the ICC has decided to increase
the number of teams competing
in the second stage of the tourna-
ment from 8 to 10," said the ICC.

bleeding profusely,” police said in an affidavit.
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