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Serve people with sensitivity:
CM Omar to new officers

Distributes appointment orders to 55 JKAS, Accounts Officers

‘Prepare for challenges like Al, climate change, cleaner cities’

KT News Desk

Srinagar, Sep 15: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Tuesday told
the newly appointed officers
that receiving their appoint-
ment orders was not the des-
tination of their journey but a
new beginning, and that they
had covered only a small part of
the larger journey ahead.

The CM distributed appoint-
ment orders to 55 newly select-
ed candidates of the Combined
Competitive Examination en-
tering the Jammu & Kashmir
Administrative  Service and
Jammu & Kashmir Accounts
((Gazetted) Service at a function
held at SKICC here. The newly
appointed officers include 28
Junior Scale JKAS officers and
27 Accounts Officers of the J&K
Accounts (Gazetted) Service.

Ministers Javid Ahmed Dar
& Satish Sharma, Advisor
to the Chief Minister Nasir
Aslam Wani, Chief Secretary
Atal Dulloo, Additional Chief
Secretary to the Chief Minister
Dheeraj Gupta, Commissioner
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Administration Department, M.
Raju, senior officers of the GAD,
newly appointed officers and
their parents were present on
the occasion.

Addressing the gathering, the
Chief Minister congratulated
the newly selected officers and
their parents and families, ac-
knowledging the effort, perse-
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into their selection.

He told the officers that re-
ceiving their appointment or-
ders was not the destination of
their journey but a new begin-
ning, and that they had covered
only a small part of the larger
journey ahead.

“Now you have to decide how
you want people to remember

journey. Only you can decide
that,” the Chief Minister said,
urging them to build their ca-
reers on the foundations of com-
petence, honesty and hard work.

He said public servants are
remembered not merely for the
positions they hold but for the
difference they make in the lives
of people. He advised the offi-
cers to uphold integrity and en-
sure that their conduct in public
service earns them respect.

The Chief Minister reminded
the officers that behind every
government file, application
and complaint is the story of a
person. While every grievance
or complaint may not necessar-
ily be justified, he said, there is
areason behind every grievance
,and officers must have the sen-
sitivity and willingness to un-
derstand people’s problems and
work towards resolving them.

He wurged the newly ap-
pointed officers to look beyond
promotions and postings and
recognise the opportunity and
responsibility that comes with
being part of the civil services.

Kashmir’s earthquake risk:
Is the Valley prepared?

Studies warn of active faults, seismic gaps, liquefaction-prone soils; Valley lacks disaster-
preparedness culture, says Prof Romsshoo; 98% of Srinagar’s buildings have poor seismic
resistance; researchers call for stronger building codes, retrofitting, early warnings

Sajid Raina

Srinagar, Sep 15: Two peer-
reviewed studies published
in 2026 have warned that
Kashmir Valley faces a serious
earthquake risk due to active
faults, accumulated tectonic
strain, liquefaction-prone soils
and vulnerabilities in its built
environment.

According to a review pub-
lished in the Proceedings of
the Indian National Science
Academy in January, Kashmir
Valley lies in a seismically ac-
tive region formed by the ongo-
ing collision of the Indian and
Eurasian plates, with a network
of active faults including the
Himalayan Frontal Thrust, Main
Boundary Thrust, Main Central
Thrust, Main Mantle Thrust,
Kishtwar Fault and the Balapur
Fault beneath the valley.

The review by Waseem
Qader, Irfan Magbool Bhat and
Mehran Qurashi, accessed by
the news agency - Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), notes
that the region represents a
seismic gap where strain can
accumulate over long periods,
raising concerns about the po-
tential for future high-magni-

The researchers examined
historical earthquake records,
seismological, geophysical, geo-
logical and geodetic data and
said Kashmir has experienced
several  destructive  earth-
quakes, including major events
recorded in 1555, 1669, 1736,
1779, 1784, 1828 and 1885.

The 1885 earthquake struck
the Baramulla area, while the
2005 Kashmir earthquake,
measuring magnitude 7.6,
caused more than 80,000
deaths, around 200,000 inju-
ries and left about 3.5 million
people homeless, according to
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19,000 children reportedly
died, mostly because of build-
ing collapses.

Statistical analysis cited in
the review estimated recur-
rence intervals for larger earth-
quakes and said there was
about a 40 per cent probability
of an earthquake of magnitude
7.6 or greater occurring within
100 years. It placed the recur-
rence interval for an M7.6 event
at around 200 years and for an
M8 or greater event at around
380 years, while cautioning
that a high-magnitude earth-
quake in the future cannot be
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Government of India has con-
veyed to the Jammu & Kashmir
administration that any savings
accrued under flood manage-
ment projects must be strictly
utilized for components already
approved, and not used for new
or unapproved works.

According to the minutes of
the meeting held on April 24,
2026, to review flood manage-
ment projects of the J&K and
Ladakh Union Territories, the
J&K  Government requested
the representatives of the
Ministry of Water Resources,
River Development & Ganga
Rejuvenation to allow the
use of savings for bank pro-
tection works under certain
components.

“It was also brought out
that savings have arisen un-
der certain components and
that the Government of Jammu
& Kashmir envisages carry-
ing out bank protection works
from these savings,” reads the
record note, a copy of which is
in possession of news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO).

The record note further states
that representatives of the
Union Ministry clarified that
any savings within a project can
only be utilized

stage for a stormy session of the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly,
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
and Leader of Opposition Sunil
Sharma on Tuesday locked
horns over the duration of the
upcoming session.

In a preview of fireworks for
upcoming session, the CM and
LoP exchanged sharp words
over the duration of the session.

“By limiting the J&K
Assembly session to just five
effective sittings, the govern-
ment is making make mockery
of the expectations of the peo-
ple,” Sharma said, as per the
news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO).

He appealed to the Speaker
to reconsider the schedule and
extend the proceedings. “The
Speaker should reconsider and
extend the session by 30 days
because there is no other place
or platform where the people can
raise their voices,” Sharma said.

He said the Assembly was
the platform through which
the expectations and concerns
of the people could be raised.

“As the main opposition
party, we are taking this very
seriously because we are very
serious about the issues of the
people,” he said.

He said the opposition had
expected the government to
listen to public expectations
and provide adequate time in
the Assembly to address them.

Responding to the BJP's criti-
cism, Omar questioned how the
government could be accused of
being “non-serious” over sum-
moning of seven-day session.

“What is non-serious about
it? It is a seven-day session. It
would have been non-serious
if we had followed the path
shown by the BJP in their states,
where they have held one- or
two-day sessions,” Omar said.

He said the ministers re-
mained present in the J&K
Assembly throughout the pro-
ceedings during the past ses-
sions. “We sit in the Assembly
from morning and leave in the
evening,” he said.

Omar also questioned the
BJP to go | More on P6

Rehan Qayoom Mir

Srinagar, Sep 15: “I have faith in
my MLAs. I am not afraid that
they will move,” Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah said on Tuesday,
asserting full confidence in his
legislators while hitting back at
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
over its criticism of the seven-
day Assembly session and tak-
ing a dig at his critics.

Speaking to reporters on the
sidelines of an event at SKICC
here, the Chief Minister, as
reported by the news agency -
Kashmir News Observer (KNO),
said he was not worried about
his MLAs switching sides.

On the BJP’s criticism of the
seven-day Assembly session,
Omar questioned how the
government could be accused
of being “non-serious” when
the House was functioning
throughout the day.

“What is non-serious about
it? It's a seven-day session. It

would have been non-serious
if we had followed the path
shown by the BJP, where they
have held one- or two-day ses-
sions in their states,” he said.
Abdullah said the govern-
ment was regularly present in
the Assembly and participat-
ing in its proceedings. “We sit
in the Assembly from morn-
ing and leave in the evening.
There is no such day when we

ourselves are not present in the
Assembly,” he said.

Taking a swipe at the BJP,
the Chief Minister said its
members were “hardly seen
in Parliament” and ques-
tioned their right to accuse
the J&K government of being
non-serious.

“These people never come
to Parliament. They are never
seen in Parliament,” he said.
“Look at Parliament. Look at
who sits for how long. Then
you tell me who is taking it se-
riously and who is not.”

The CM further said he
would not respond to every
statement made by his political
opponents. “I would respond
selectively rather than engage
in a daily war of words,” he said.

“Don’t expect me to answer
every statement. You said it to-
day; now I will react to the next
statement after a month. I will
react to one of their statements
every month. | More on P6

Bring UCC to
Parlif you have
numbers:CM
OmartoBJP govt

Rehan Qayoom Mir

hief Minister Omar Abdullah
on Tuesday asked the

government to bring the proposed

Bharatiya Janata Party-led

Uniform Civil Code (UCC) legislation
before Parliament if it has the
numbers to pass it, questioning

the move to pursue the issue
through individual states. Talking to
reporters here, | More on P6

Kashmir is likely to witness gen-
erally cloudy weather with brief
spells of rain, thundershowers
and gusty winds at many places
on September 16 and 17, the
Meteorological Centre Srinagar
said on Tuesday.

The weather department has
forecast generally dry weather
across the Union Territory from
September 18 to 25, with brief
spells of rain possible at iso-
lated places. It has also issued
an advisory for thunderstorms,
lightning and gusty winds at a
few places during September
15-17.

According to the advisory,
accessed by the news agency -
Kashmir News Observer (KNO),
farmers have been advised to
safely store harvested crops and
continue harvesting of apples,
paddy and other crops and farm
operations from September 18
onwards.

Meanwhile, Srinagar record-
ed a maximum temperature of
26.8 degrees Celsius and a min-
imum of 15.9 degrees Celsius
during the past 24 hours.

Jammu recorded a maximum
of 30 degrees Celsius and a min-
imum of 21.4 degrees Celsius,
while Pahalgam recorded 21.6
degrees | More on P6

9droneintrusions
reported along
J&KIBin2025-26:
MoD report

Sajid Raina

Day 7: NHM employees’
strike continues

Protesters demand pay parity, job security

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar, Sep 15: Annual re-
port of the Ministry of Defence
(MoD) has revealed that at least
nine incidents of drone intru-
sions were reported along the
International Border (IB) in J&K
in the year 2025-26.

The report accessed by the
news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO) states that a
total of 863 drone intrusions in-
cluding nine incidents along IB
in J&K and 854 incidents along
IB in Punjab and Rajasthan were
reported during this year.

“Effective employment of
own Spoofers and Jammers
have significantly countered the
drone threat. During this period,
237 drones were brought down
by own forces along IB Sector (5
drones with War like Stores, 72
drones with narcotics and 161
drones without | More on P6

Srinagar, Sep 15: National
Health Mission (NHM) em-
ployees across Jammu and
Kashmir continued their
strike for the seventh consec-
utive day on Tuesday, with the
protesters reiterating their
demands for pay parity, job
security, regularisation and
comprehensive social security
benefits.

The employees, according
to the news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), on
Monday evening announced
the extension of their ongoing
agitation by another 72 hours
from Tuesday, saying that the
decision was taken in view of
the continued lack of a con-
crete and time-bound reso-
lution to their long-pending
demands.

Notably, the Jammu &

Kashmir National Health
Mission Employees
Association (JKNHMEA) is
spearheading the agitation
and has urged the govern-
ment to initiate meaningful
dialogue with the employees
and address their grievances
through a clear and time-
bound mechanism.

The protesting employees
are seeking pay parity with
NHM employees working in
other states, | More on P6

Women patients seek female staff
for ECG services at J&K hospitals

Cite privacy concerns, urge Health Dept to ensure
trained female technicians remain available

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar, Sep 15: Women pa-
tients at government hospitals
in different parts of Jammu
and Kashmir have raised
concerns over the absence
of female staff in ECG rooms,
saying the situation can make
them uncomfortable while
undergoing the diagnostic
procedure and, in some cases,
may lead to delays.

The patients and atten-
dants told the news agen-
cy—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO) that ECG is an impor-
tant investigation, particularly
for those reporting chest pain,
breathlessness or other symp-
toms requiring immediate
cardiac assessment. However,
they said women who are un-
comfortable undergoing the
procedure in the presence of
male technicians should have

the option of being assisted by
trained female staff.

A woman patient who re-
cently visited a district hospi-
tal in South Kashmir said she
delayed the test after finding
that only a male technician
was available.

“I was advised to undergo
an ECG immediately, but I
was uncomfortable proceed-
ing with a male technician. I
waited for some time hoping
that a female staff member
would become available. For
a patient who is already anx-
ious about her health, having
to wait in such circumstances
makes the situation more dif-
ficult,” she said.

Similarly, a woman from
North Kashmir, who spoke
about her experience at a
government healthcare facil-
ity, said privacy becomes a
major concern | More on P6

EOW Kmr action leads to Rs 4.50 cr
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KT News Desk

Srinagar, Sep 15: The Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) Kashmir
of Crime Branch J&K on Tuesday
said its swift and time-bound
action in the Shopian HDFC
Bank irregularities case led to
the refund of around Rs 4.50
crore to 13 affected depositors.

In a statement issued to the
news agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO), a spokesperson
said HDFC Bank had refunded
the amounts to 13 depositors
affected by the alleged fraud

following the prompt investi-
gation and action taken by the
EOW Kashmir.

The total amount refunded to
the 13 depositors is around Rs
4.50 crore.

The matter pertains to FIR No.
30/2025, registered under rele-
vant provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and the
Information Technology Act,
following a complaint regarding
financial irregularities at HDFC
Bank, Shopian.

He said the case was subse-
quently | More on P6
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Speaker reviews preparations
for JKLA Autumn session

Calls for meticulous planning, coordination

KT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 15:
Speaker, Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly, Abdul
Rahim Rather, Tuesday con-
vened a meeting with the
senior officers to review and
finalise the arrangements
for smooth conduct of the
forthcoming Autumn Ses-
sion of the Legislative Assem-
bly, scheduled to commence
from September 21, 2026, in
Srinagar.

Secretary JKLA Manoj
Kumar Pandit, Commissioner

Secretary IT Saurabh Bhagat,
Commissioner Secretary
GAD M. Raju, Commission-
er Secretary Law, Justice &
Parliamentary Affairs Achal
Sethi, Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir Anshul Garg
along with senior officers from
Security, Traffic, Information,
Hospitality & Protocol, Estates,
Health, AYUSH, SMC, Fire &
Emergency Services and other
line departments were present
in the meeting.

During the meeting, the
Speaker, as per an official
statement, emphasised that

successful conduct of the
Legislative Session requires
close coordination, advance
planning and a high degree
of administrative prepar-
edness across all concerned
departments.

Describing the forthcom-
ing Autumn Session as a short
session carrying a major
responsibility, the Speaker
stressed that every aspect of
the arrangements must be
accorded due importance. He
cautioned the officers against
taking any matter lightly,
observing that “small issues

can create big problems” if not
addressed in time.

The Speaker held detailed
discussions on various
arrangements and issued
necessary directions to the
concerned departments.
Security arrangements fig-
ured prominently during the
meeting.

He directed the concerned
authorities to ensure compre-
hensive and foolproof security
arrangements at the Assembly
Secretariat and MLA Hostel,
with emphasis on coordina-
tion among all security and

administrative agencies.

On the legislative busi-
ness, the Speaker directed
the General Administration
Department (GAD) to ensure
that all concerned depart-
ments furnish replies to
Assembly questions within
the prescribed timelines. He
instructed the departments
to designate Nodal Officers
for effective coordination
with the Legislative Assembly
Secretariat so that matters
relating the session are dealt
with promptly and efficiently.

The Speaker also reviewed
arrangements relating to
transportation and park-
ing, directing the concerned
authorities to make adequate
arrangements to facilitate
Members of the Legislative
Assembly and minimise incon-
venience to the public. He
directed that government bills
be submitted to the Assembly
Secretariat well in advance
to facilitate their timely pro-
cessing and proper scheduling
during the Session.

The meeting was also
informed about the imple-
mentation of the National
e-Vidhan Application (NeVA)
on a hybrid model.

District Level National Science Seminar-2026 held at DIET Shopian

KT News Desk

Yousuf, Sr. Lecturer; Mohd. Amin Lecturer;

SHOPIAN, SEPTEMBER 15: The District Level
National Science Seminar-2026 was success-
fully conducted Tuesday, at the Auditorium
Hall, DIET Shopian, on the theme “Indian En-
ergy Basket-2047: Prospects and Challenges."

The seminar, as per an official statement,
was held under the guidance of Principal
DIET Shopian, Neetu Gandootra, who formal-
ly inaugurated the programme and delivered

the inaugural address.

13 students from four zones, selected
through zonal-level competitions, participat-
ed in the three-stage competition comprising
Written Aptitude Test, Seminar Presentation
and Question-Answer Session, as per NSS-

Teachers.

Shabnum Afzal Lecturer, DIET Shopian con-
ducted a comprehensive assessment.

Haseem Wani of NIPS Zainpora and Noor-
ul-Hooda of GHSS Zainapora were selected to
represent District Shopian at the forthcoming
Division-Level Competition.

The programme witnessed the partic-
ipation of DIET faculty, ZNOs and Escort

Mementos and Certificates of Apprecia-
tion were presented to the selected students,
while Certificates of Participation were
awarded to all participants and Certificates
of Appreciation to DNOs and ZNOs.

The programme concluded successful-
ly with a powerful message that scientific

DDC Budgam reviews

progress under District
Capex 2026-27

/

KT News Desk

BUDGAM, SEPTEM-
BER 15: District Devel-
opment Commissioner
(DDC), Budgam, Athar
Aamir Khan, Tuesday
chaired a meeting to
review the physical
and financial progress
of works approved un-
der the District Capex
2026-27.

The DDC, as per an
official statement,
directed all concerned
departments to expe-
dite the completion of
estimates, 100 percent
tendering and ensuring
that projects are taken
up for execution at the
earliest.

At the outset, the
District Development
Commissioner conduct-
edadetaileddepartment-wise
review of the physical
and financial progress
of works including Rural

Development Depart-
ment (RDD), Public
Works Department
(PWD), Minor Irriga-
tion, Youth Services and
Sports, Health, Jal Shak-
ti, Ground Water, Power
Development Depart-
ment (PDD), JAKEDA and
other departments.

The DDC directed the
concerned officers to
maintain close moni-
toring of ongoing works
and ensure their timely
and quality execution.
He also stressed reg-
ular field inspections
and effective super-
vision to identify and
address any gaps or
shortcomings promptly.
“Effective supervision
will ensure that there
are no gaps in execution
and that any short-
comings are promptly
addressed, while main-
taining the required
quality standards,” he

asserted. Stressing on
timely achievements
of both physical and
financial targets, the
DDC further directed
the officers to ensure
proper coordination
among departments,
expedite pace work
and adhere to pre-
scribed timelines for
completion of works.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
District Development
Commissioner Vivek
Agarwal, Joint Director
Planning, Chief Medical
Officer, Chief Education
Officer, Assistant Com-
missioner Development,
Assistant Commissioner
Panchayat, Executive
Engineers of R&B, PDD
and other engineering
wings, Block Develop-
ment Officers, Assistant
Executive Engineers
and other concerned
officers.

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Nazir Ahmad Khan, S/o Gh. Mohd. Khan, R/o Khan Check, Tekipora, Lolab, Kup-
wara, intend to apply for the issuance of a D-Class Contractor Card from the Office
of the Superintending Engineer, PW(R&B), South Srinagar.

Any person having any objection or claim regarding the said application may
submit the same within seven (07) days from the date of publication of this notice by
contacting the SE Office, South, Rajbagh, Srinagar.

After the expiry of the stipulated period, no objection or claim shall be entertained.

Name: Nazir Ahmad Khan

Slo: Gh. Mohd. Khan

R/o: Khan Check, Tekipora, Lolab, Kupwara

2026 guidelines. curiosity Tuesday shapes a stronger and more Contact No.: 9797852440
The Jury Panel comprising Dr. Mohd sustainable India tomorrow.
DC Kupwara reviews Road Office of the Chief Education Officer District Budgam
Subject: Objections invited with regard to the absorption of the below-mentioned CPWs/LFWs/ (MTS) in the Department.
Safety Measures
The department absorbs CPWs from time to time in accordance with the SRO 308 of 2008 Dated 16/10/2008 of J and K Education Department. The present committee established
: . * vide CEO Order No. 253 CEOB of 2026 dated 03/07/2026 has been working on the secrutiny and subsequent absorption of eligible CPWs. In this connection, the following
Calls fOl‘ strict enforcement’ lmproved tl‘afflC management consideration list of Eighteen (18) CPWs is notified for objections if any, to be submitted to this office within seven (07) working days from the date of issuance of this notice. No
objections shall be entertained after the expiry of due date (07 days from the date of Notification).
or activities, thereby facili- tThe _ctﬁgside[ﬁtion listis pfurzly p{_ovisi?nal, f_ubject_ttr? ct;angefonﬂ:eceptti_(;_n oI_vaIid objections supported by authentic documents, court interventions etc. The office reserves the right
H o Wi raw the process or absortion at any time without any turther notitication.
taftmﬁ.smlomheé modvem.ent All concerned (CPWULFW) to note that if any incumbent has been left out from this tentative consideration list claiming for inclusion, may submit his/her grievances/objections at
? Vf? icular and pedestrian their respective DDOs. After proper secrutiny and verification, the same shall be submitted to the office of the undersigned. Objections routed directly shall not be entertained.
raffic.
Emphasizing the
1mportance of preven- S.No D'St'. . Name of the CPE/ LPE School where working Zone Date of Engage- D.0.B Qual.(8th pass or above)
tive measures, the Deputy Seniority ment
Commissioner called for
an extensive road-safe- 1 145 Imtiyaz Ahmad Mir PS Hardu Lattina H.Panzoo 01-06-2001 5-Apr-79 Matric
ty awareness campaign ] ]
across schools and col- 2 147 Mohd. Igbal Najar HS Bugroo Khansahib 01.08.2001 24-Mar-73 10TH
leges. He directed the ]
Assistant Regional Trans- 3 150 Khursheed Ahmad Sheikh BHSS Budgam Budgam 29-04-2002 16-Nov-76 12th
port Officer (ARTO), Traffic ;
Police and Chief Education 4 151 Fayaz Ahamad Rangraz GMS Kanihama Narbal 01-06-2002 6-Nov-69 8th
Officer to jointly organize )
awareness programmes 5 152 Zahoor Ahmad Wani GHSS Budgam Budgam 04-07-2002 3-Sep-84 11th
;OOCULS: nljgeg&gggg[elgf;;gg 6 153 Bilal Ahmad Ganaie MS Hayatpora Dreygam 1-Jan-2002 5-Jan-84 ie Pass
i‘:gsnl:}grllesll‘lgigldcll”ll‘\l/\l/relgs S_I;(f)lel(E 7 159 Javid Ahmad Mir MS Handjan Dreygam 4-Mar-2003 18-Apr-80 10" Pass
gtlsecl‘lllzlel?%fa\l}l(g)ltat;lenfgo?()ssc-l 8 160 Manzoor Ahmad Mir Hs Yarikhah Khansahib 15-Mar-03 15-Dec-84 10th
KT News Desk 1tril(§‘r311;sa1fny dflttzlﬁéla\;%lgzl&%cl; safl_e]t13/en0f1r1nes.e ting also 9 161 Dilshada All HS Arizal H.Panzo0 10-07-2001 15-Mar-85 MA
KUPWARA, SEPTEMBER  against traffic violations. —reviewed the status of 10 162 Mohd Yousuf Dar BMS Zoohama Chadoora 22-04-2003/ b7 oth
15: Deputy Commission- Particular emphasis was school bus safety audits 15-Feb-7
er (DC) Kupwara, Shrikant  laid on curbing underage and inspections of drivin, 02/06/7003 N
S ( )T pd haired dt d gL g_ hool pb - duct g 11 163 Showkat Ahmad Rather PS Dardpora Budgam 01-05-2003 1-Nov-82 9th
use, Tuesday chaired a and teenage driving, over- schools being conducte
meeting of the District loading, overspeedingand by the ARTO. The Commit- " 16 Gh Ahmad Parrah BMS Harduwamina Narbal L Mav-03 21-Feb-85 BA
Road Safety Committee other unsafe driving prac- tee discussed measures Y
gr?gs}g;]?t (I;lf]et}]\l/gnll)g/[ece);: \t/\llf;l?sa;rkgil gi(fjgéul():?lflrce? tb(l)lsggssutll:lectlt;]aatdhsecl!]eo?(} 13 166 Mohd Ashraf Sheikh PS Channa Moh. Yarikha Khansahib 31-May-03 15-Feb-78 8TH
fice to assess the imple- quent surprise checksand prescribed safety standards ]
mentation of road safety  strengthen enforcementat and that driving schools 14 168 Mohad Ashraf Para PS Sarie Nagam 1-Jul-03 10-Mar-85 oth
measures and review vulnerable locations, busy maintain the required
traffic management ar- market areas and major infrastructure, documen- '
rangements across the traffic junctions. tation and regulator Dist z Date of Ei t D.0O.B 1.(8th b
dist%‘ict The JDC further directed  compliance J y S.No Seniority Name of the CPE/ LPE School where working one ale ot Engagemen Qual (Bth pass or above)
The meeting, as per an  the concerned agencies to Detailed attention ' 25-Nov-83
official statement, held ensure effective trafficreg- was also given to road 15 170 REYAZ AHMAD DAR DIPKMSEpigp6a Soibugh 23-Jan-04 9th pass
detailed deliberations on  ulation during peak hours safety audits and the
strengthening road safety  and at locations witnessing identification of vul- 16 m Parwaiz Ahmad Mir MS Sundergund Dreygam 1-Jul-1999 5-Feb-86 8th Pass
mechanisms, improving frequent congestion. nerable stretches,
traffic regulation and Municipal Councils, particularly along hilly 17 172 Nazir Ahmad Hajam MS Thera Nagam 1-Mar-04 10-Oct-81 9th
ensuring strict compliance  in coordination with the roads and highways. The
with traffic rules to mini- Revenue Department and concerned executing 18 173 Abdul Majeed Rather PS Rather Mohalla Kultreh BK Pora 1-Mar-04 1-Mar-82 9th
mize road accidents and other concerned agen- agencies, including PWD,
safeguard the lives of com-  cies, were instructed to PMGSY and BEACON, were No: CEO/Bud/INE/CPW/LFW/25344-49
muters, pedestrians and undertake regular anti-en-  directed to conduct regu-
other road users. croachment drives to clear  lar safety assessments Dated: 15-09-2026
The Deputy Com- road corridors and pub- and undertake necessary DIPK-5711/26 Principal
missioner directed all lic spaces obstructed by corrective measures on Dated: 15-09-2026
enforcement agencies to unauthorized structures identified stretches.
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You can change the system: CM
Omar to newly appointed officers

Rehan Qayoom Mir

Srinagar, Sep 15: Stressing
that an individual officer
can change the system in-
stead of waiting for the sys-
tem to change first, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
on Tuesday urged 55 new-
ly appointed civil servants
to use the opportunity to
make a meaningful differ-
ence in the lives of people.

According to the details
available, CM Omar distrib-
uted appointment orders
to 55 newly selected can-
didates of the Combined
Competitive Examination
(CCE), comprising 28 Junior
Scale officers of the Jammu
and Kashmir Administra-
tive Service (JKAS) and 27
Accounts Officers of the J&K
Accounts (Gazetted) Service,
at a function held at SKICC
Srinagar.

“You have got a chance
which very few people get.
Take advantage of that stabil-
ity and assurance and think
about how you would like to
see Jammu and Kashmir at
the end of your service,” the
Chief Minister said.

CM Omar congratulated
the officers and their parents
and families, acknowledging
the effort, perseverance and
sacrifices that had gone into
their selection.

He said some candidates
may have succeeded in their
first attempt while oth-
ers may have reached the
stage after their second or
third attempt, but all had
ultimately completed a dif-
ficult journey involving
examinations, interviews,
personality tests and

background checks.

“No one has ever done you
a favour. None of us has ever
done you a favour. You have
to thank God first, then your
parents and your family who
gave you the courage and the
strength to go on this jour-
ney,” he said.

He cautioned the officers
that receiving appointment
orders should not be consid-
ered the destination of their
journey.

“If your aim is only to
reach here, then you may
have come to the wrong
place. This is not the desti-
nation of your journey. This
is a new beginning of your
journey,” he said.

He said the officers may
have covered only around 10,
15 or 20 per cent of their pro-
fessional journey and that
the bigger question was how
they would be remembered

when they eventually com-
pleted their service.

“Now you have to decide
how people will remember
you when you complete this
journey. And only you can
decide that,” CM Omar said.

He acknowledged that
parents, families, teachers
and coaching centres may
have helped candidates
reach the stage, but said no
one could decide what leg-
acy the officers would leave
behind through their own
conduct and work.

‘CHOOSE HOW YOU
WANT TO BE REMEMBERED’

The Chief Minister said
public servants are generally
remembered for either their
competence, honesty and
hard work or for dishonesty
and corruption.

“We remember two types
of officers. One type is
those who are very capable,

honest, hard-working, who
have done a lot for the coun-
try. When we take their
name, we get respect,” he
said.

He added that dishonest
and corrupt officers were
also remembered, but not
with the same respect. “The
truth is that we remem-
ber those officers who
are extremely unworthy,
dishonest, corrupt. We
remember their names too.
But when we take their
names, we don't do it with
respect,” Omar said.

He further told the officers
that it is now their decision
whether they wanted to be
remembered with respect at
the end of their careers.

The Chief Minister said
that many of the newly
appointed officers could
serve for the next 25 to 30
years or more, and urged

them to think about what
they would want to say
about their careers when
they reached the age of 80
or 90.

He expressed hope that
the passion, enthusiasm
and courage he saw among
them would ensure they did
not disappoint their parents,
families, themselves or the
people they were going to
serve.

‘EVEN ONE OFFICER CAN
SHAKE THE SYSTEM’

The Chief Minister Omar
urged the officers not to
adopt the attitude that they
could do little unless the
entire administrative system
supported them.

“Don’t tell yourself, what
can I do until the system
works with me. You can
make the system, if you want
to make it,” he said.

He cited the example of
Maharashtra Food and Drug
Administration Commission-
er Tukaram Mundhe, saying
that despite being posted far
from Jammu and Kashmir,
Mundhe had become wide-
ly recognised for his work.

He said Mundhe did not
allow concerns about post-
ings or transfers to stop him
from taking decisions and
acting on issues.

He recalled an instance
involving the Bombay High
Court, saying that after a hear-
ing in which the Food and Drug
Administration was told that it
could not “pick and choose”
and had to treat everyone
equally, Mundhe sent an officer
to inspect the kitchen of the
High Court canteen.

Continued on
www.kashmirthunder.in

Trustyour parents, teachers;

Sports opening new

CM Omar inaugurates IEI guest
house at Church Lane

KT News Desk

Srinagar, Sep 15: Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
on Tuesday inaugurat-
ed the guest house of The
Institution of Engineers
(India) (IEI), ‘IEI GHAR’, at
Church Lane, Sonwar, here
on the occasion of the 59th
Engineers’ Day.

Advisor to the Chief
Minister Nasir Aslam
Wani, MLA Lal Chowk
Sheikh Ahsan Ahmed
(Pardesi), Commissioner

Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration Faz Lul Haseeb,
Chairman, IEI J&K State
Centre, Er. Ferdous Ahad
Bhat, Honorary Secretary,
IEI J&K State Centre, Irfan
Ahmad Reshi, members
of the Executive Com-
mittee of IEI J&K State
Centre and senior engi-
neers were present on the
occasion.

The Chief Minister cut
the ceremonial ribbon to
formally inaugurate the
facility and also took a tour

of the guest house.

Appreciating the facility,
the Chief Minister said that
‘[EI GHAR’ would provide a
useful facility for members
of the engineering commu-
nity visiting Jammu and
Kashmir from outside the
region.

He said the initiative
would further facilitate
professional interaction
and engagement among
engineers visiting Jammu
and Kashmir.

MMU to launch
coordinated Friday
sermons on social issues

reject easy pleasures: IGP
Kashmir to students

Rehan Qayoom Mir

Srinagar, Sept 15: Asking students
to trust their parents, teachers and
coaches and prepare themselves for
a “great future,” Inspector General
of Police (IGP) Kashmir, Sujit Kumar,
on Tuesday advised them to reject
shortcuts and “easy pleasures” in
life to become responsible citizens.
Addressing students, parents and
dignitaries at an event organised by
Tyndale Biscoe and Mallinson schools,
the IGP cautioned youngsters against
drugs, online betting, social-media
traps and fraud. “Young people have
all the capabilities, imagination and
strength required to succeed, but
needed to resist temptations that offer
instant gratification,” he said, adding,
“As a police officer, my message to you
all is never, never say never again. You
have all the capabilities, imagination,
all the strength, so fight, fight with

your desires, fight with your illegiti-
mate wishes, and be hard, be strong.”

“Follow the directions of your teach-
er, have faith in your teacher, have
faith in your parents, and anything
that comes very easily, say no to them.
Any pleasure that is very, very easy to
achieve, it will take you to the doors of
hell,” the IGP said.

He cautioned students against
the growing influence of harmful
online activities, including betting
and fraud, saying social media could
become a trap for young people.

“Many types of nets in today’s date,
a demon, a ghost, a jinn is roaming
on social media, who will trap you in
the net. To get out of this, you have to
move forward in a strong direction,”
he said. Urging students to remain
focused and disciplined, IGP Kumar
said they should draw strength from
their teachers and coaches and pre-
pare themselves to face the future.

“So gather your strength and with
the help of good guidance of your
teachers and coaches, just be ready to
future, to storm into a great future,” he
said. The IGP also invoked the words of
noted poet Nida Fazli while speaking
about the role of children and educa-
tion. Recalling Fazli’s lines, he said, “Let
the little hands of the children touch
the moon and stars with the students.
Otherwise, they will become like us
after reading a few books.”

Continued on
www.kashmirthunder.in

avenues lor J&K youth: CS

Waris Fayaz

Baramulla, Sep 15: The growing
participation of youth in sports
reflects a positive change in
Jammu and Kashmir, with
youngsters increasingly using
sporting platforms to pursue
their dreams, Chief Secretary
Atal Dulloo said on Tuesday.
Addressing the concluding
ceremony of the CPL at Gen-
eral Bipin Rawat Stadium in
Baramulla, Dulloo said sports
are emerging as a launchpad for
youth to realise their dreams,
while playgrounds serve as class-
rooms of life where youngsters
learn valuable lessons and get
opportunities to showcase their
talent and prove their mettle.
He lauded the Indian Army’s
Dagger Division for organising
the league and providing young
sportspersons with a platform to

pursue their ambitions through
cricket.

Dulloo said around 1,600 play-
ers from more than 10 districts
participated in the tournament.
He also appreciated the parents
for supporting their children and
encouraging them to utilise such
platforms to pursue their sport-
ing aspirations.

The Chief Secretary said the
government would further
upgrade the infrastructure at
General Bipin Rawat Stadium
to provide players with bet-
ter facilities and enhance the
experience of spectators, par-
ticularly during day-and-night
sporting events.

He added that sporting ini-
tiatives of this nature help
youngsters develop discipline,
confidence, teamwork and oth-
er qualities that remain valuable
beyond the playing field—(KNO)

Dy CM holds public outreach
programme at Chatroo

KT News Desk

Kishtwar, Sep 15: Deputy Chief
Minister, Surinder Choudhary, on
the second day of his two-day vis-
it to Kishtwar district on Tuesday
visited the Tourist Reception Centre
at Sub-Division Chatroo and held a
public outreach programme to lis-
ten to the grievances and demands
of the people and ensure their qual-
ity and timely disposal.

MLA Inderwal, Pyare Lal Sharma,
was also present on the occasion.

During the event, the people
raised various demands, including
establishment of a Government ITI
at Chatroo, upgradation of PHC Nali,
provision of proper drainage along
the NHIDCL Kishtwar-Sinthan road,

establishment of a Government
Women College for Block Mughal
Maidan, resolution of unscheduled
power cuts in Chatroo, upgradation
of HS Chingam to HSS, establish-
ment of a school for Special Tribal
Community students, setting up of
a Gujjar Bakarwal Hostel at Mughal
Maidan, resolution of water scarcity
issues and other demands concern-
ing the area.

MLA Inderwal, raised the issue
of road compensation and urged
the Deputy Chief Minister to take
up the matter with the higher
authorities. He also raised issues
related to several road projects,
including Bunda to Mundil, Wani-
pora to Zaidhar, Markhal to Gugnar,
Sheikhpora to Buttpora, Horna to

Drubeer, Kakadwagan to Satarwa-
gan, Moori Bunjwah Road and Sigdi
to Hindgam.

Dy CM listened to all the griev-
ances and assured every possible
support for redress of the same.

On the occasion, Surinder
Choudhary announced that a small
Industrial Estate would be estab-
lished at Chatroo. He directed the
concerned departments to identify
suitable land and assess the feasibil-
ity of the project.

The Deputy Chief Minister urged
the unemployed youth to avail ben-
efits of the flagship Mission Yuva
Scheme, which provides loan assis-
tance without any mortgage or
guarantee, enabling the individuals
to start their own ventures.

Rehan Qayoom Mir

Srinagar, Sep 15: The Mutahida Maj-
lis-e-Ulema (MMU) Jammu and Kash-
mir on Tuesday resolved to launch
coordinated Friday sermons on press-
ing social issues and hold regular dis-
trict-level meetings to address grow-
ing concerns over drug abuse, suicides,
youth distress, family problems and
environmental degradation.

The decisions were taken at a one-
day Ulema Meet and Seerat Conference
held in Srinagar under the chairman-
ship of Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, with
more than 70 Ulema and Mashaikh
from Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh
participating.

The conference adopted two resolutions,
with one focusing on contemporary social
challenges and the role of religious insti-
tutions, and the other on unity within the
Muslim Ummah and maintaining harmony
despite differences of Maslak.

Under the proposed Friday sermon cam-
paign, participating mosques will take up
a common social issue on designated Fri-
days to create wider public awareness and
encourage collective action.

The MMU also resolved to hold regu-
lar meetings, preferably every month, in
different districts, involving local Ulema,
Imams, mosques and madrasas to identify
area-specific concerns and work out prac-
tical responses.

On suicide and self-harm, the conference
called for a more compassionate approach
towards people facing emotional distress,
loneliness, anxiety and family pressures.

It said Ulema, Imams, mosques and
madrasas could help create safe spaces
for people to seek guidance and encour-
age those requiring specialised assistance
to approach trained mental-health
professionals.

The meeting also expressed concern
over drug and substance abuse, particular-
ly among youth, and called for a consistent
approach towards addiction.

The participants questioned the expan-
sion of alcohol availability while efforts
are being made to combat drug addiction,
urging the government to reconsider the
promotion and expansion of liquor in the
name of tourism.

Environmental protection also figured
prominently in the deliberations, with the

Ulema urging people to reduce plastic and
polythene use and avoid littering or dump-
ing waste into rivers, lakes and other water
bodies.

The conference expressed concern over
the condition and encroachments of Dal
Lake, Wular Lake, Nigeen Lake, wetlands
and other water bodies, saying protection
of nature and shared resources was also a
moral and religious responsibility.

The second resolution stressed unity
among Muslims and called upon Ulema to
maintain mutual respect despite differenc-
es of Maslak and interpretation.

The participants said the Mimbar of a
mosque is an Amanah and should not be
used for sectarianism, ridicule of another
school of thought or spreading hatred and
division.

They called for dialogue, mutual respect
and brotherhood among different schools
of thought, while urging religious institu-
tions to focus on the wider moral, spiritual
and social challenges facing society.

The meeting further stressed that
mosques and madrasas should increas-
ingly serve as centres of guidance, youth
engagement, family support and commu-
nity welfare, alongside their religious and
educational roles.

Ulema from different districts of Kash-
mir participated in the conference, while
scholars from Jammu, Poonch, Rajouri, Kar-
gil and Doda also attended.

Among those present were Mou-
lana Rehmat-ullah Mir Qasmi, Mufti
Azam Nasir ul Islam Farooqi, Mufti
Nazir Ahmad Qasmi, Mufti Mohammad
Yaqoob Baba Madani, Moulana Masroor
Abbas Ansari, Moulana Showkat Hussain
Keng, Mufti Enayat Ullah Jammu, Sheikh
Mehboob Ali Wajdani, Mufti Abdul
Rashid Miftahi, Pir Rehmatullah Sahib,
Moulana Syed Tayyub, Mufti Syed Shar-
ief Ul Haq Bukhari, Mufti Ajaz ul Hassan
Banday, Mufti Zia ul Haq Nazmi, Mufti
Pirzada Reyaz Ahmad, Moulana Adnan
Nadwi, Sibt Mohammad Shabir Qumi,
Moulana Ghulam Rasool Noori, Moula-
na Ali Akbar, Moulana Syed Shah Waris
Shah Bukhari and Pir Iftikhar Ahmad
Kamli, among others.

The MMU said the resolutions would
be followed by grassroots engagement,
coordinated sermons, district-level
meetings, counselling and communi-
ty-awareness programmes—(KNO)
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Building A Generation Of Cleanliness Champions

Programme for schools across Kashmir

is a commendable step that recognises
a simple but powerful truth: cleanliness can-
not be achieved by municipal agencies alone.
It must become a shared civic responsibility,
and schools are the most effective places to
begin building that culture. By involving stu-
dents directly in source segregation, recycling,
composting, resource recovery, and sanitation,

The launch of the Swachhata Internship

the programme goes beyond routine aware-
ness campaigns. It offers students practical
exposure to scientific waste management,
transforming them from passive observers into
active participants. When a child learns to seg-
regate waste at school, the lesson travels home.
When a student understands the value of com-
posting, the family kitchen changes. This is how
behavioural change is achieved—not through
lectures, but through lived experience. The

decision to designate students as Swachhata
Ambassadors is particularly significant. It gives
young people a sense of ownership and respon-
sibility while developing their communication
and leadership skills. These students will carry
the message from their classrooms to their
communities, creating ripples of awareness
that can reach every household. Equally en-
couraging is the collaboration behind the initia-
tive. The Srinagar Municipal Corporation, the

Directorate of School Education Kashmir, and
Swaaha Resource Management Private Limited
have come together to make this possible—a
reminder that meaningful change happens
when institutions pool their strengths. The
Waste-to-Art Exhibition held on the occasion
further demonstrated how discarded materi-
als can be transformed into creative products,
reinforcing the message of reuse and recycling.
However, the real test of such programmes lies

in sustainability. The initial enthusiasm must
be sustained through regular activities, moni-
toring, and recognition of student efforts. The
programme must not become a one-time event
but a continuous engagement that shapes hab-
its for life. If implemented with sincerity, the
Swachhata Internship Programme can create
a generation that treats cleanliness not as a
chore, but as a value. That is the true measure
of its success.

SEMICON Ind

Press Information Bureau

n September 17, Prime Minister
ONarendra Modi will walk into

Yashobhoomi in Dwarka and inaugu-
rate SEMICON India 2026. Global chipmak-
ers, policymakers and investors will fill the
halls behind him, all watching an industry
India has built from the ground up. For
three days, the country's semi-con (semi-
conductor) manufacturing story will be on
full display. For an industry that barely had
a heartbeat in India a decade ago, this is not
just a conference. It is the moment India’s
semiconductor ambitions step into the
spotlight.

The theme this year is "Silicon to Systems:
Building the Ecosystem.” That phrase car-
ries more weight than it first appears to.
India is no longer asking whether it can
make chips. It is now asking how fast it can
build everything around them.

The Object That Runs the World

Hold up your phone. Somewhere inside it
sits a piece of silicon smaller than a post-
age stamp, carrying billions of transistors
switching on and off, billions of times a
second. Apple's A19 Bionic chip, built at 3
nanometres, packs roughly 30 billion tran-
sistors onto that tiny surface. It is, without
exaggeration, one of the most complex ob-
jects human beings have ever built.

Chips are not a niche product anymore.
They sit inside cars, drones, aeroplanes, MRI
machines and satellites. At the moment,
the global electronics industry is valued
at around $4.3 trillion and growing fast.
Semiconductors sit right at the base of this
growing structure, forming its foundation.
Every other industry, from automobiles to
healthcare to defence, depends on what
comes out of a chip fabrication plant. That is
what makes semiconductors a foundational
industry. Miss this layer, and every layer
above it becomes fragile.

The world learned this the hard way. For
example, during the COVID pandemic, car
factories faced shutdowns. Not because of
a lack of steel or labour, but because they
could not get chips. Countries that had
spent decades treating semiconductors as

Silicon Dreams

Of A Chip Powerhouse

SEMICON India 2026

SILICON TO SYSTEMS : BUILDING THE ECOSYSTEM

SEPTEMBER 17- 15 | YASHOEMOORE (BCC ], MEW DELHI

someone else's problem suddenly scram-
bled to build their own capacity. The pan-
demic did not create the race for chips. It
simply forced everyone to run faster.

A Long Road to This Moment

India's interest in semiconductors goes
back further than most people realise, de-
cades of quiet attempts, small starts, and
lessons learned the hard way. For a long
time, the ambition was there, but the eco-
system around it never quite came together.
That changed with a different approach.
Reforms in foreign investment, taxation and
customs opened the door wide. Global elec-
tronics companies slowly began setting up
manufacturing lines in India, and the results
are hard to argue with.

In 2014-15, India produced about 1.9
lakh crore worth of electronics goods. By
2025-26, that number touched  13.11 lakh
crore, a sevenfold jump. Electronics exports
rose from around 38,000 crore to  4.24
lakh crore, an elevenfold increase.

Mobile phones tell an even sharper story.
Production rose 33 times, from 18,000
crore to  6.27 lakh crore. Exports rose 165
times, from about 1,500 crore to  2.59
lakh crore. Smartphones did not even fea-
ture among India's top 100 exported goods
in2014.InFY 2025-26, smartphones became
India's single largest exported commodity.
Ahead of petroleum products and ahead
of gems and jewellery. India now makes
99.2 percent of the phones it uses, and has
flipped from a net importer of mobiles to a

net exporter. This entire manufacturing en-
gine now supports 2.5 million jobs.

This is the moment where the picture
shifts. A country once known for false starts
in electronics is now the second largest
mobile phone manufacturer in the world
by volume. Electronics manufacturing was
the proof of concept. Semiconductors were
always the next step.

Building the Mission

That next step arrived in 2021 with the
Semicon India programme. The strategy
was deliberate. Build a real ecosystem, not
a showpiece. Semicon 1.0 came with a

76,000 crore outlay. Covering the entire
value chain from chip design and fabrica-
tion to packaging, testing, equipment, ma-
terials and skilled talent. In July 2026, the
government approved Semicon 2.0, scaling
that foundation with a  1,27,500 crore
outlay. This is built around six pillars: chip
design, semiconductor equipment and
materials, fabrication facilities, advanced
packaging, research and development, and
talent development.

The numbers on the ground back the in-
tent. 12 semiconductor projects have been
approved across six states, with invest-
ment commitments exceeding 1.64 lakh
crore. The projects span across silicon and
compound semiconductor fabs, display
fabrication and advanced packaging. Three
facilities have already started commercial
production. That single fact marks India's
shift from semiconductor policy on paper

to semiconductor manufacturing on the
ground.

Growing the Talent Behind the Chips

A fab is only as good as the engineers de-
signing what goes inside it. The target set for
this is clear. A pool of 85,000 skilled semi-
conductor engineers within this decade.
Through the Chips to Startup programme,
Electronic Design Automation tools have
already been deployed across 320 academic
institutions, with more than 68,000 stu-
dents trained so far. Separately, 24 semicon-
ductor design projects have been approved
for financial support, along with 105 start-
ups and MSMEs receiving EDA tool support
under the DLI Scheme.

By April 2026, 211 chips had been taped
out by 75 institutions, a clear sign that de-
sign capability is spreading well beyond a
handful of elite labs. Seven of those chips
have been fabricated at various nodes,
including advanced nodes down to 12
nanometers.

To democratize chip design across the
country, the ChipIN Centre has been set up
at C-DAC under the Chips to Start-up (C2S)
Programme and the Design Linked Incentive
(DLI) Scheme. It serves as a centralized na-
tional facility providing access to advanced
chip-design tools, fabrication services and
specialized training.

The ChipIN Centre has extended these fa-
cilities to more than 1 lakh engineers from
over 500 organizations, including 400 aca-
demic institutions and 100 start-ups. These

1a 2026 And The Making

organizations have collectively developed
more than 300 chip designs for fabrica-
tion at SCL, Mohali, and advanced foundries
abroad, while recording over 4 crore hours
of chip-design tool usage. By enabling
shared access to otherwise capital-inten-
sive tools and services, this initiative has
lowered entry barriers, reduced develop-
ment costs and accelerated chip innovation,
creating the world’s largest user base for a
centralized chip-design facility.

An Alliance for the Chip Age

India's semiconductor push is no longer
just a domestic story. On the fifth day of the
India Al Impact Summit 2026, India formal-
ly joined the Pax Silica coalition. The coali-
tion brings together the United States and
other partner nations, focused on securing
the global silicon supply chain. Its goal is
to secure the full "silicon stack", from criti-
cal minerals and fabrication to advanced
Al systems and deployment infrastructure.
The mission is simple. Keep supply chains
out of too few hands. Resist economic coer-
cion. Keep the technologies that will define
this century in the hands of open, demo-
cratic nations. For India, this is proof its
semiconductor ambitions now reach well
beyond its own borders.

Where It All Meets

This is what makes SEMICON India 2026
more than an exhibition. Over three days at
Yashobhoomi, more than 600 exhibitors,
300 international companies will fill 15,000
square metres of space and 150+ renowned
speakers sharing knowledge and wisdom.
Six country pavilions and 12 state pavilions
will sit alongside a startup showcase, a stu-
dent hackathon, a workforce development
pavilion and Women forum, each one a
small window into a piece of the ecosystem
India has spent five years building.

A chip takes years to design and months
to fabricate, but its footprint lasts far longer,
inside every phone, every car, every hospi-
tal equipment it powers. Every one of those
devices in your life today depends on some-
one, somewhere, having built that chip first.
SEMICON India 2026 is India's declaration
that it intends to be that someone. Not to-
morrow. Starting now.

Care That Goes Beyond The Prescription
Affordable Healthcare Products For Every Stage Of Life

Press Information Bureau

the old adage. But it doesn’t say who

bears the cost! A small family with a
familiar routine and set expenditure wel-
comes a new life and suddenly finds itself
in a new rhythm: late nights, baby dia-
pers and wipes, doctor visits, medicines,
and countless little decisions that come
with loving and caring for the newborn.
The joy is immense, but so are the re-
sponsibilities and the expenditure. From
baby care to post-partum care, health
care products have become indispens-
able when the nest grows.

While medicines form an important
part of expenditure, they are far from
the only expense for families with a new
born or someone in post-surgery recov-
ery mode or aged parents and depen-
dents. It is in this larger context of afford-
able healthcare beyond medicines that
the Government is steadily expanding

It takes a village to raise a child, goes

the reach of the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP). With
a network of over 20,000+ Janaushadhi
Kendras across the country, the initiative
has an expansive range of affordable sur-
gical and health care products available
to families closer to home.

For a young family, the arrival of a
child marks the beginning of a new set
of everyday needs. Through Janaushadhi
Bachpan, a range of baby-care prod-
ucts available at Janaushadhi Kendras,
families can access essential infant-care
products at affordable prices including
baby diapers in different sizes and wipes.
Baby Wipes (Pack of 20 wipes), for in-
stance, are available at 45, providing
an affordable option for one of the most
frequently used baby-care essentials.
The Janaushadhi product basket also in-
cludes products such as Baby Feeding
Bottle (250 ml), Manual Breast Pump, Hot
Water Bag, Infant Feeding Tube etc.

The journey of care also includes the

mother. Recovery after childbirth requires
adequate rest, support and attention to
physical well-being. Abdominal Belts
are available through the Janaushadhi
network to support post-delivery care.
Similarly, the Cervical Pillows priced at

525, offers comfort and support and
can be useful during pregnancy and
beyond.

The needs of a growing child are
very different from those of a newborn.
Respiratory issues and other health con-
ditions may sometimes require support-
ive equipment at home, making access
to affordable healthcare devices particu-
larly important for families. Janaushadhi
Kendras offer Electrical Nebulizer
Machine, priced at 93750, and a
Nebulizer Mask with Tubing (Child),
priced at  200. Janaushadhi Kendras are
increasingly offering products that sup-
port not just treatment, but also monitor-
ing, recovery and day-to-day healthcare
management.

Products such as Glucometer Test
Strips (25 strips), priced at 500, are
available through the Janaushadhi net-
work for regular blood sugar monitoring.
Pulse Oximeters, to measure blood oxy-
gen saturation, are also part of the avail-
able range of medical devices.

As parents and other family members
grow older, the responsibility of care of-
ten becomes an integral part of family
life. For the aged, dependent or bedrid-
den individuals, hygiene, comfort, dignity
and everyday caregiving become equally
important.

For a family managing the health of
a loved one over an extended period,
these may become recurring purchases.
Even modest savings on frequently used
healthcare products can therefore trans-
late into meaningful financial relief over
months and years. Recognising this need,
the Government has introduced Jan
Aushadhi Swabhiman, a dedicated range
of adult diapers.

From the first days of parenthood to
childhood, from regular health moni-
toring to the care of aging loved ones,
a family's healthcare journey is con-
tinuous, and so are the expenses that
accompany it. The Janaushadhi basket
with surgicals and consumables aims to
address this.

The basket is also set to expand fur-
ther, with several healthcare and sup-
portive-care products currently under
process and in the pipeline for inclu-
sion through the network. These in-
clude Range of Motion-Knee Brace,
Walker (Sit Assist-to-Stand Support),
Medical Steam Vaporizer, Foot Elevator
Pillow, Pregnancy Back Support Belt, and
Cervical Collar. The proposed expansion
reflects the Government’s continued ef-
forts to broaden affordable healthcare
beyond medicines and make a wider
range of essential healthcare, mobil-
ity, rehabilitation, and supportive-care
products accessible to all citizens.
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Javid Dar wows to strengthen
mandiinfrastructure,improve facilities
for growers, traders, labourers

Assures prompt redress of issues of Fruit Mandi Associations

KT News Desk

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER  15:
Minister for Agriculture
Production, Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj, Cooperative
and Election Department, Javid
Ahmad Dar, Tuesday interacted
with the representatives of
Fruit Mandi Associations from
Kashmir Division at the Civil
Secretariat here to discuss is-
sues concerning the functioning
of fruit mandis and strength-
ening of horticulture market
infrastructure.

The meeting, as per an offi-
cial statement, was attended by
Director Horticulture Marketing
and Planning, Ghulam Jeelani
Zargar; Managing Director,
JKHPMC, Mohammad Farooq
Dar;  Director  Horticulture
Kashmir, Vikas Anand;
Presidents of Fruit Mandi
Associations  from  Kashmir
Division besides other senior
officers.

During the interaction, the
representatives apprised the
Minister of various issues con-
cerning the functioning of fruit

mandis. They highlighted the
need for strengthening the ba-
sic infrastructure and improving
essential facilities for traders,
fruit growers and labourers as-
sociated with the horticulture
sector.

Javid Ahmad Dar assured
the representatives that their
genuine concerns would be ex-
amined and resolved on priority
basis. He directed the concerned
officers to maintain close

coordination with the mandi
associations and take necessary
measures for addressing their
issues in a time-bound manner.

The Minister emphasized that
the government is committed to
create a conducive and efficient
working environment in fruit
mandis, which play a vital role
in facilitating horticulture trade
and supporting the livelihoods
of thousands of growers, traders
and workers.

Javid Dar stressed the need
for strengthening the basic
infrastructure and  improv-
ing essential facilities in fruit
mandis to facilitate smooth
trade operations and ensure
better working conditions for
all stakeholders. He called for
coordinated efforts by the con-
cerned departments to identify
infrastructure gaps, address op-
erational bottlenecks and en-
sure timely execution of neces-
sary improvement works.

Highlighting the importance
of the horticulture sector to
Jammu and Kashmir’s economy,
the Minister underscored the
need for sustained efforts to
strengthen market infrastruc-
ture, improve trade facilita-
tion and safeguard the inter-
ests of fruit growers and other
stakeholders.

He also emphasized the
importance of regular inter-
action with the Fruit Mandi
Associations to ensure that
their concerns are promptly
brought to the notice of the con-
cerned authorities and resolved
effectively.

Rana lays foundation stone for Rs 3.35 cr
Helipad, waiting lounge at Qasab, Mendhar

KT News Desk

MENDHAR, SEPTEMBER 15:
Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest,
Ecology & Environment and
Tribal Affairs, Javed Ahmed
Rana, Tuesday laid the founda-
tion stone for construction of
a Helipad and Waiting Lounge
at Qasab in Mendhar, Poonch
district.

The project, approved by
Omar Abdullah led govern-
ment and taken up under the
UT CAPEX, entails an estimated
cost of Rs. 335.40 lakh and is
aimed at strengthening con-
nectivity and emergency re-
sponse infrastructure in the
remote border area.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Minister, as per an official
statement, described the proj-
ect as a long-pending demand
of the people of Mendhar and
emphasized its importance for
a geographically remote and
strategically significant area.
He said the initiative reflects
the government’s focus on de-
velopment of backward, border
and remote rural pockets. The
proposed facility would pro-
vide a vital alternative mode
of connectivity and prove
particularly beneficial during
medical emergencies, natural
calamities and other situations
requiring rapid movement of

people and essential services,
he added.

The Minister emphasized
that improved connectivity is
essential not only for facilitat-
ing access to healthcare and
emergency services but also for
promoting economic activity,
tourism and the overall socio-
economic development of the
region. He added that sustained
investment in infrastructure
would help bridge develop-
mental gaps and create better
opportunities for the people
living in these regions.

Highlighting the immense

tourism potential of the area,
the Minister announced the
development of a State-of-
the-Art Tribal Tourism Village
at Bhera Qasab. He said the
proposed tourism village, to
be developed near the helipad
site, would serve as an impor-
tant platform for showcasing
the rich tribal heritage, culture,
traditions, handicrafts, cuisine
and lifestyle of the region.

The project is also envisaged
to promote tourism and create
sustainable livelihood and em-
ployment opportunities for the
local population.

J&K Non-Teaching Employees
Association welcomes
new Director Colleges

KT News Desk

Srinagar, September  15:
The Jammu and Kashmir
Non-Teaching Employees
Association has welcomed
the appointment of Prof. (Dr)
Twinkle Suri as the newly
appointed Director Colleges,
Jammu and Kashmir, describ-
ing it as a positive step to-
wards further strengthening
the administration and func-
tioning of colleges across the
Union Territory.

The Association, as per a
statement, also welcomed
the appointment under the
leadership and guidance of
Lieutenant ~ Governor  Shri
Manoj Sinha, Higher Education
Minister Madam Sakeena Itoo,
and Commissioner/Secretary,
Higher Education, Shri Ram
Niwas Sharma (IAS).

A delegation of the
Association  visited  the
Directorate of Colleges and
conveyed its greetings and
best wishes to Dr. Twinkle
Suri. The delegation was led
by Association President Javed
Ahmad Akhoon and accom-
panied by General Secretary
Abdul  Hameed Rather,
Publicity Secretary Kamlesh

Parimoo, District President
Srinagar Khurshid Ahmad
Maliyar, and other senior

members of the Association.
The delegation congratu-
lated Prof. (Dr) Twinkle Suri
on assuming the important
responsibility and expressed

hope that her experience,
leadership and administrative
acumen would bring great-
er efficiency, transparency
and responsiveness to the
Directorate of Colleges.

The Association stated
that non-teaching employ-
ees constitute an important
component of the higher
education system and play
a vital role in ensuring the
smooth and effective day-to-
day functioning of colleges.
It expressed confidence that,
under the new leadership, the
genuine and long-pending
issues of non-teaching em-
ployees would receive due
attention and sympathetic
consideration.

“We extend our heartfelt
congratulations and  best
wishes to Prof. (Dr) Twinkle
Suri on her appointment as
Director Colleges, Jammu and
Kashmir. We are hopeful that
her leadership will usher in
a new era of cooperation,
efficiency and employee-
friendly administration. The
Association assures her of its
full support and cooperation
in the larger interest of higher
education,” the Association
said.

The Association further
hoped that issues relating to
service matters, career pro-
gression, promotions, staff
welfare, and other genuine
demands of non-teaching em-
ployees would be considered
on priority.

DM Kupwara chairs NCORD Committee Meeting

Reviews anti-drug

measures

KT News Desk

KUPWARA, SEPTEMBER 15:
District ~ Magistrate  (DM)
Kupwara,  Shrikant  Suse,
Tuesday chaired a meet-
ing of the District-Level

NCORD (Narco Coordination)
Committee to review the mea-
sures being undertaken to curb
the menace of drug abuse and
illicit trafficking in the district.

The meeting, as per an of-
ficial statement, focused on
strengthening coordinated ef-
forts among various depart-
ments and agencies involved
in drug demand reduction, en-
forcement, prevention, public
awareness and rehabilitation.
Detailed discussions were held
on the progress achieved so far
and the measures required to
further intensify the district’s
fight against drug abuse.

During the meeting, the
Committee  reviewed en-
forcement-related action
taken under the provisions
of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act. The meeting took
stock of FIRs registered by the
Police Departments of Kupwara
and Handwara, action taken
against drug peddlers, attach-
ment of properties linked with
narcotics-related activities,
preventive detention of habit-
ual offenders and other mea-
sures aimed at disrupting the
drug supply network.

The District Magistrate di-
rected all concerned depart-
ments to maintain close coor-
dination and adopt a proactive
approach in identifying vulner-
able areas and taking timely
action against persons involved
in the cultivation, production,
transportation and distribution
of narcotic substances.

The meeting also reviewed

the ongoing drive against il-
licit cultivation of cannabis and
poppy. The concerned agencies
were asked to sustain field-
level surveillance and ensure
timely destruction of illegal
crops to prevent their conver-
sion into narcotic substances.
Measures pertaining to the re-
moval of encroachments and
other activities associated with

drug-related hotspots were
also discussed.
Emphasizing the impor-

tance of preventing the avail-
ability of spurious and un-
authorized medicines, the
District Magistrate directed the
Assistant Drug Controller to in-
tensify market inspections and
conduct special checking drives
in coordination with the Police
Department. The officers were
asked to ensure strict action
against the sale and distribu-
tion of fake, spurious or unau-
thorized drugs and strengthen
monitoring of pharmaceutical
outlets across the district.

The District  Magistrate
stressed that enforcement
alone cannot address the drug
problem and called for greater
emphasis on preventive inter-
ventions, awareness generation
and rehabilitation. He directed
the concerned departments
to enhance awareness pro-
grammes, particularly among
students and youth, regarding

the harmful consequences of
drug abuse and the importance
of seeking timely assistance.

He further underscored the
need to identify vulnerable
individuals and ensure that
persons affected by substance
abuse are appropriately guided
towards counselling, treatment
and rehabilitation services. The
concerned departments were
instructed to work in close co-
ordination to facilitate access to
support mechanisms for affect-
ed persons and their families.

The District Magistrate called
upon all stakeholders to adopt
a sustained and coordinated
approach  towards  making
Kupwara a drug-free district,
stressing that concerted efforts
by government departments,
law-enforcement agencies, edu-
cational institutions, civil society
and the general public are es-
sential to effectively combat the
challenge of substance abuse.

SSP Kupwara, Syed Al Tahir
Gilani; SSP Handwara, Tahir
Saleem Khan; ADC Kupwara,
Gulzar Ahmad Khan; Principals
of GDCs, ACR, ACD, CMO,
DIO, ARTO; officers from the
Prosecution Department,
Agriculture Department,
Drug Control Department and
Social Welfare Department;
Tehsildars, and other con-
cerned officials attended the
meeting.

11th Ayurveda Day

RCFC NR-II organises
Pre-Programme Activities

KT News Desk

BARAMULLA, SEPTEMBER 15:
The Regional-cum-Facilitation

Centre, Northern Region-
I (RCFC NR-II), National
Medicinal Plants Board

(NMPB), Ministry of AYUSH,
SKUAST-Kashmir, organised a
series of pre-programme ac-
tivities at Government Boys
Higher Secondary School,
Bomai, Sopore, ahead of the
11th Ayurveda Day celebra-
tions scheduled for September
22 and 23 under the theme
“Ayurveda  for  Healthier
Tomorrow.”

The programme, as per an
official statement, focused on
promoting medicinal plants,
their conservation, sustain-
able utilisation and their

significance in  Ayurveda.
An awareness session on
“Sustainable Cultivation

and Harvesting of Medicinal
Plants” was  conducted,
wherein Project Manager,
RCFC NR-II, Dr Sofi Imtiyaz
Ali, stressed the adoption
of Good Agricultural and
Collection Practices (GACP) to
ensure quality, sustainability
and long-term availability of
medicinal plant resources.

He also highlighted the need

to integrate Ayurveda with
modern scientific approaches,
evidence-based practices,
quality assurance and sustain-
able resource management for
a healthier future.

As part of the activities, a
Green Ayurveda Plantation
Drive was conducted within
the school premises to pro-
mote biodiversity conservation
and sustainable cultivation. An
Herbal Garden Open Day was
also organised, providing stu-
dents and faculty an opportu-
nity to learn about medicinal
plant species and their poten-
tial for entrepreneurship and
sustainable livelihoods.

Students and faculty mem-
bers actively participated in
the programme along with the
technical team of RCFC NR-IL
Participants were encouraged
to adopt scientific cultivation
practices, contribute to me-
dicinal plant conservation and
explore livelihood opportuni-
ties in the sector with techni-
cal guidance and institutional
support from RCFC NR-IL

The programme concluded
with a call to advance the vi-
sion of “Ayurveda for Healthier
Tomorrow” through conserva-
tion and sustainable utilisation
of medicinal plants.

GBHSS Dangerpora hosts food & art carnival

KT News Desk

BARAMULLA, SEPTEMBER
15: Government Boys Higher
Secondary  School  (GBHSS)
Dangerpora Tuesday hosted
a vibrant Food & Art Carnival,
organised by the Department
of Tourism & Hospitality
Management, providing stu-
dents an engaging platform to
showcase their culinary skills,
artistic talent, creativity, cultural
heritage and innovative ideas.
The event, as per an official
statement, was graced by Joint
Director, School Education (North),
Kashmir, Hakeem Tanveer Ahmad;
Additional Deputy Commissioner,
Sopore, Shabir Ahmad Raina;
and Zonal Education Officer,
Dangerpora, Abdul Salam Dar, be-
sides other dignitaries and guests.
During the visit, the Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Sopore,
interacted with students and
visited various classes, encour-
aging them to remain focused,
confident and  committed

towards their goals.

The Joint Director, School
Education (North), appreciated the
creativity, talent and efforts dis-
played by the students, and empha-
sised the importance of such activi-
ties in their overall development.

The successful conduct of
the carnival reflected the dedi-
cated efforts of Tourism teacher
Nadeem Ahmad Dar, whose in-
novative approach and empha-
sis on practical learning pro-
vided students with meaningful
opportunities to explore and

showcase their skills.

The initiative was also sup-
ported by the Principal Mushtaq
Sopori, whose continuous en-
couragement has fostered an
enriching environment for stu-
dents to develop confidence,
creativity and talent.

The event witnessed enthusi-
astic participation from students
and the collective efforts of the
teaching and non-teaching staff,
making the carnival a memora-
ble celebration of talent, culture
and creativity.

SWD Budgam holds awareness Programme
on POCSO Act, Mission Shakti Schemes at GHS Ompora

KT News Desk

BUDGAM,  SEPTEMBER 15:
Social Welfare Department
(SWD)  Budgam, through
the SANKALP-Hub for
Empowerment of Women
(HEW), Mission Shakti Budgam,
conducted an awareness pro-
gramme at Government High
School (GHS) Ompora on the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,
2012, Mission Shakti Schemes,

and Cyber Security.
The programme, as per an
official statement, was or-

ganised under the supervi-
sion of District Social Welfare
Officer (DSWO) Budgam, Dr.
Mukhtiyar Ahmad, with the
objective of sensitising stu-
dents about their rights, safety,
legal protection and various
welfare and empowerment
schemes available for women
and girls.

During the
Afroza Ahad, DMC, SANKALP-

programme,

HEW, and Asifa Manzoor,
Gender Specialist, sensitised
the students about various
Mission Shakti schemes and
initiatives, highlighting the
support mechanisms and ser-
vices available for the safety,
protection and empowerment
of women and girls.

Raies Ahmad from Cyber
Police apprised the students
about cyber security and online
safety, including responsible
use of social media, protection
of personal information, cyber
frauds, online threats and pre-
cautions to be adopted while
using digital platforms. He en-
couraged students to remain
vigilant and report suspicious

online activities.

Shahista Gani from DLSA
Budgam briefed the par-
ticipants about the role of
the District Legal Services
Authority and the availability
of legal aid and assistance, par-
ticularly for women and chil-
dren in need of legal support.

Nelofar Nazir,
Superintendent, Shakti Sadan
Budgam, highlighted the im-
portant provisions of the
POCSO Act, 2012, and sensi-
tised the students about child
protection, prevention of sexu-
al offences against children, the
importance of reporting inci-
dents and the legal safeguards
available to children.

The programme also fea-
tured an interactive session
during which students actively
participated and raised queries
regarding child protection, cy-
ber safety, legal rights and wel-
fare schemes.
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DDK Srinagar celebrates Doordarshan’s 67th Foundation Day, National Engineers’ Day

Highlights role
in bringing J&K's
voices, culture to
wider audience

KT News Desk

Srinagar, Sep 15: Doordarshan
Kendra Srinagar on Tuesday
celebrated Doordarshan’s 67th
Foundation Day and National
Engineers’ Day, highlighting the
organisation’s glorious journey
in public service broadcasting
and acknowledging the dedi-
cation, technical expertise and
invaluable contributions of its
engineering fraternity.

The twin observances under-
scored Doordarshan’s endur-
ing commitment to informing,

educating, entertaining and
uniting people while recognis-
ing the crucial role of technol-
ogy and engineering in ensur-
ing seamless broadcasting and
effective public communication.

Deputy Director General
(Engineering), H.P. Meena, said,
“Engineers are the backbone of
modern broadcasting. Behind
every seamless news bulletin,
live transmission and successful
programme is a team of dedi-
cated technical professionals
working with precision, com-
mitment and a strong sense of
public service.

Director News, Regional News
Unit, DDK Srinagar, Qazi Salman,
said, “The 67th Foundation Day
of Doordarshan is a celebra-
tion of its enduring legacy of
public service, while National
Engineers’ Day reminds us of
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the dedicated technical profes-
sionals who make this service
possible. At DDK Srinagar, the
seamless coordination between

our editorial and engineer-
ing teams is the foundation of

credible, timely and impactful

broadcasting.
S.N.H.  Abidi,  Assistant
Director (Engineering), said,

the broadcasting landscape is
undergoing rapid technological

transformation. He observed
that from conventional trans-
mission systems to digital plat-
forms and advanced production
technologies, engineers were at
the forefront of this change.

Vinod Arya, Assistant
Director (Engineering), said, “At
Doordarshan Kendra Srinagar,
our engineering teams work
behind the scenes to ensure
that the voice and programmes
of Doordarshan reach people
across the region.

Assistant Director News, Shabir
Ahmad Dar, emphasised the
importance of continuous tech-
nological upgradation and skill
development in view of the rap-
idly changing broadcasting en-
vironment. He said that innova-
tion, teamwork and professional
excellence would remain key
to strengthening public service
broadcasting in the digital era.

Editor News, Sheikh Mudasir
Amin, said, “The future of broad-
casting belongs to those who
can combine technology with
creativity and public service.

Through its news bulletins,
current affairs programmes,
cultural content and public-
interest broadcasts, the Kendra
continues to serve as an impor-
tant platform for credible infor-
mation and meaningful public
outreach”.

The Foundation Day celebra-
tions also highlighted the sig-
nificant role of Doordarshan
Kendra Srinagar in bringing
the voices, aspirations, culture
and traditions of Jammu and
Kashmir to audiences across the
region and beyond.

The occasion reaffirmed
DDK Srinagar’'s commitment to
strengthening its news and digi-
tal outreach, embracing tech-
nological advancements and
carrying forward Doordarshan’s
legacy of trust, inclusivity and
service to the nation.

CONTD. FROM FRONT PAGE

Serve people

postings and promotions in mind. Just think
that you have got a chance which very few peo-
ple get,” he said.

The Chief Minister also asked the officers to
prepare themselves for challenges that Jammu
and Kashmir may face in the coming decades,
including improving education, making cities
cleaner and more liveable, addressing climate
change and responding to emerging technolo-
gies such as Artificial Intelligence.

He said that the nature of governance and the
challenges before society could change signifi-
cantly over the next 10 to 20 years, and called
upon the young officers to remain adaptable,
innovative and committed to public service.

Omar Abdullah assured the officers that the
Government would extend all possible support
to help them discharge their responsibilities
effectively and overcome difficulties in their
professional journey.

“You will be in the service. You have to take
advantage of that stability and assurance and
think about how you would like to see Jammu
and Kashmir at the end of your service,” he
said.

The Chief Minister said he hoped the offi-
cers would live up to the expectations of their
parents, families and the people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

He wished the newly appointed officers
success in their careers and urged them to al-
ways choose the right path, even when it was
difficult.

“Make the right decision and serve the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir,” CM said.

Kashmir’s earthquake

A separate study published in February in
Physics and Chemistry of the Earth also exam-
ined earthquake hazard in the Kashmir Valley
and said the region’s tectonic setting makes it
vulnerable to major earthquakes.

The study by Ayaz Mohmood Dar used USGS
earthquake records dating from 1900 as well as
historical earthquake information. It identified
around 1,000 earthquakes of magnitude above
3 since 1905, including around 150 events
above magnitude 5, with clusters of seismic ac-
tivity along the NNW and SSE extensions of the
Kashmir basin.

The study also examined the Balapur Fault
using total magnetic intensity surveys and
identified magnetic minima and linear low-
magnetic zones that the researcher associated
with fault-related activity.

The researchers said the possibility of a
large-magnitude earthquake could not be
ruled out and that the valley’s topography and
tectonic setting could produce significant lat-
eral loads on buildings during strong shaking.

Another major concern is the valley’s ground
conditions.

The review said thick Quaternary lacustrine
and fluvio-deltaic sediments occur across parts
of the Kashmir Valley and can increase the risk
of liquefaction during strong earthquakes.

Srinagar, Baramulla and Kupwara have been
identified in cited research as areas with high
to very high liquefaction potential. The review
noted that groundwater levels in the valley are
relatively shallow, with saturated loose sedi-
ments capable of amplifying earthquake shak-
ing and causing ground deformation and foun-
dation failure.

The built environment adds another layer of
risk. The review said much of the valley’s ur-
ban construction consists of concrete buildings
with shallow foundations, while inadequate
foundation assessments and weak implemen-
tation of seismic design measures remain
concerns.

Simulations cited in the review found sig-
nificant lateral forces acting on typical three-
storey institutional and commercial buildings,
with lateral loads reaching up to 749 kN in one
direction and combined base shears exceeding
11,000 kN in some simulations.

It also noted that traditional Kashmir con-
struction systems such as Taq and Dhajji
Dewari, which use timber-framed masonry and
can perform better under lateral earthquake
forces, have increasingly been abandoned.

Professor Shakil Ahmad Romshoo, Vice-
Chancellor of the Islamic University of Science
and Technology and an earth scientist, has
warned that Jammu and Kashmir remains
highly vulnerable to a major earthquake
and has repeatedly called for greater public
preparedness.

“We do not have a culture of disaster pre-
paredness here. We talk very little about this,
for whatever reasons. Our politicians, Imams
and community leaders do not talk much about
this,” he said. “I think this is a very important
issue for us, any disaster. We need to create

disaster consciousness in our society,” he said.

Prof Romshoo has argued that earthquake
preparedness cannot remain limited to govern-
ment agencies and technical institutions and
that religious scholars, politicians and commu-
nity leaders need to discuss disaster safety at
the grassroots level.

The noted geologist has specifically called
for Imams to use Friday sermons and mosques
to educate people about earthquake prepared-
ness and basic safety measures.

A peer-reviewed vulnerability assessment
co-authored by Prof Romshoo found that
around 98 per cent of Srinagar’s buildings are
masonry structures with extremely poor seis-
mic resistance, according to the assessment
cited in the material.

The assessment identified downtown
Srinagar as particularly vulnerable because of
its dense construction, limited open spaces and
narrow roads.

Prof Romshoo has also warned that schools
and hospitals in the region are largely not
earthquake-resistant. “Earthquakes cannot
currently be predicted,” he said. “Reducing
casualties therefore depends on preparedness
measures, including strict implementation of
earthquake-resistant building codes, regular
public drills and greater disaster awareness.”

The Jammu and Kashmir government has
also acknowledged the scale of the seismic risk.
Earlier this year, it told the Legislative Assembly
that the entire Union Territory had been placed
in Seismic Zone VI, the highest risk category,
under the newly notified IS 1893 (Part 1):2025.
The revised classification treats all districts
uniformly without internal gradation.

Structural audits are under way, with more
than 11,600 school buildings assessed follow-
ing the 2025 floods. The government has also
constituted a committee for a comprehensive
Hazard, Vulnerability and Risk Assessment,
while an earthquake early warning system re-
mains at a nascent stage.

The studies and expert warnings point to
a combination of factors rather than a single
source of risk: active faults, a long history of
earthquakes, accumulated tectonic strain, po-
tentially liquefiable sediments, dense urban-
isation and buildings that may not withstand
strong lateral shaking.

Researchers have called for stronger seismic
design and code enforcement, structural retro-
fitting, better hazard assessment, early-warn-
ing systems, public drills and greater commu-
nity awareness to reduce the potential loss of
life when a major earthquake occurs.

The Jammu and Kashmir government has
also acknowledged the scale of the seismic
risk. Earlier this year, it told the Legislative
Assembly that the entire Union Territory had
been placed in Seismic Zone VI, the high-
est risk category, under the newly notified IS
1893 (Part 1):2025. The revised classification
treats all districts uniformly without internal
gradation.

Structural audits are under way, with more
than 11,600 school buildings assessed follow-
ing the 2025 floods. The government has also
constituted a committee for a comprehensive
Hazard, Vulnerability and Risk Assessment,
while an earthquake early warning system re-
mains at a nascent stage.

The studies and expert warnings point to
a combination of factors rather than a single
source of risk: active faults, a long history of
earthquakes, accumulated tectonic strain, po-
tentially liquefiable sediments, dense urban-
isation and buildings that may not withstand
strong lateral shaking.

Researchers have called for stronger seismic
design and code enforcement, structural retro-
fitting, better hazard assessment, early-warn-
ing systems, public drills and greater commu-
nity awareness to reduce the potential loss of
life when a major earthquake occurs. (KNO)

Rain, thundershowers

Celsius and 11.2 degrees Celsius, respectively.

Qazigund recorded a maximum of 24.2 de-
grees Celsius and a minimum of 13.5 degrees
Celsius, Kupwara 27.5 degrees Celsius and
12 degrees Celsius, and Kokernag 24 degrees
Celsius and 13.8 degrees Celsius.

Gulmarg recorded the lowest maximum
temperature among the stations at 17.6 de-
grees Celsius, while its minimum temperature
settled at 8.6 degrees Celsius.

Banihal recorded 25.3 degrees Celsius and
17.2 degrees Celsius; Batote, 26.7 degrees
Celsius and 17.6 degrees Celsius; Katra, 26.6
degrees Celsius and 20.4 degrees Celsius; and
Bhaderwah, 26.6 degrees Celsius and 16.2 de-
grees Celsius.

The weather department said the latest
forecast indicated a return to predominantly

dry conditions across J&K from September 18.
(KNO)

Havefaithin

Not every day,” he said.

Taking a dig at his critics, Omar said some
commentators had turned against his govern-
ment after failing to receive government jobs
or accommodation. “I didn’t give them a job in
my government, and now they start writing.
Here they are, commentators who don’t get a
government house, so they use social media
against the government,” he said.

“If I had given them a flat in Jawahar Nagar,
would they have dared to write like this?” the
CM asked, adding that he was not bothered by
such “selfishness”.

Earlier, addressing the appointment-order
distribution function for newly selected of-
ficers, Abdullah said a new batch of JKAS and
Accounts Gazetted Service officers had joined
the J&K administration.

He said officers would spend the next 20-30
years of their careers in public service and ex-
pressed hope that this period would be used
properly for serving the people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

The appointment, the Chief Minister said,
marked a new beginning for the officers. He
urged them to discharge their responsibilities
with commitment and integrity. (KNO)

BringUCCto

Omar, as reported by the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO), said an issue
concerning the entire country should not be
decided selectively by states and maintained
that Parliament is the appropriate forum for
legislation of national importance.

He questioned the support for the UCC
within the BJP-led NDA, pointing to reported
reservations among some allies over its imple-
mentation. “If their own people are not ready
for this, how can they say that it should be
implemented in the whole country?” he said.

The Chief Minister said the government
should bring the legislation before Parliament
rather than attempting to push it through indi-
vidual states. “Not through the back door; they
should bring this bill to Parliament. And see if
they have numbers or not,” he said.

Omar said implementing the UCC only in
BJP-ruled states would not make it a universal
law, as the party does not govern all states and
Union Territories.

“The whole country is not a BJP-ruled state.
There are a number of states and territories
that the party does not rule. Therefore, if you
apply it only to BJP states, it's not universal,” he
said.

The legislation of such a nature, the CM said,
should be decided by the country as a whole
through Parliament. “Something that is of this
nature should not be decided by individual
states. It has to be decided by the country as a
whole. The country as a whole is represented
not in the state but in Parliament,” he said.

LAC troop reduction significant

On the reported reduction in Indian and
Chinese troop deployments along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC), the J&K CM termed it a
significant development and expressed hope
that the situation along the Line of Control
(LoC) would also improve with time. “It is a
significant development of the government.
Similarly, we hope over time that along the
Line of Control also, things will get better,” he
said.

‘Our foreign policy is our own’

On comments and assessments by other
countries regarding India’s foreign policy, the
Chief Minister said India should not seek certif-
icates from foreign governments or attach ex-
cessive importance to either praise or criticism.
“Our foreign policy is our own. Why do we look
for other countries’ certificates?” he said.

He cautioned against selectively welcom-
ing favourable comments from other countries
while rejecting criticism, saying India should
maintain its own independent approach to for-
eign policy.

“We can't cherry-pick. If there is opposition
in the future, we will say, don't interfere in our
policy. When they praise us, we say, it's a very
good thing,” Abdullah said. “Neither do we
want to hear their praises nor their opposition.
Our foreign policy is our own. We should focus
on that.” (KNO)

Pre-session fireworks

through Parliament’s functioning before
questioning the J&K government. “These peo-
ple never come to Parliament. They are never
seen in Parliament,” he said.

“Look at Parliament. Look at who sits for how
long. Then you tell me who is taking it seriously

and who is not,” Omar added. (KNO)
Centretells J&K

for components already approved by the
Ministry’s Advisory Committee, and not for any
new or unapproved works.

The meeting was chaired by the
Commissioner (Flood Management), Ministry
of Water Resources, River Development &
Ganga Rejuvenation, and attended by repre-
sentatives of the Central Water Commission,
Jammu & Kashmir, and Ladakh. (KNO)

EOW Kmraction

transferred to Crime Branch J&K on the di-
rections of Police Headquarters (PHQ), J&K, for
a detailed investigation.

“During the investigation, EOW Kashmir
identified five principal accused, including for-
mer branch managers and employees of HDFC
Bank posted at Shopian and Pulwama. All five
principal accused were arrested on February
18, 2026,” the spokesperson said.

He said that upon completion of the inves-
tigation, EOW Kashmir filed a chargesheet
against 11 accused persons before the Court of
the Chief Judicial Magistrate, Shopian, in May
2026.

“The criminal proceedings are continuing
before the competent court. EOW Kashmir re-
mains committed to taking the case to its logi-
cal conclusion and ensuring that all accused
are dealt with strictly in accordance with law,”
he said. (KNO)

Women patients

for many female patients during the
procedure.

“Women patients should not be placed in a
situation where they have to choose between
their privacy and an important medical test.
Some women may feel hesitant because the
procedure requires access to the chest area. If a
trained female technician is available, patients
can undergo the test without unnecessary hes-
itation,” she said.

An attendant at a hospital in Pulwama said
the issue could be addressed through a simple
duty roster without requiring major changes to
hospital infrastructure.

“Female staff are already working in different
hospital departments. If a female technician or
another trained female healthcare worker is
available in the ECG section during duty hours,
it can provide considerable comfort to women
patients. This is about dignity and privacy, not
about making the procedure difficult,” she said.

A senior physician, requesting anonymity,
said hospitals should ensure that privacy con-
cerns do not interfere with timely diagnostic
assessment.

“ECG is a quick and important investigation
and, in suspected cardiac emergencies, the
findings can assist doctors in making imme-
diate clinical decisions. If a patient postpones
the investigation because of discomfort, it can
potentially delay diagnosis and treatment,” the
doctor said.

The physician, however, said the concern
should be addressed sensitively and without
creating unnecessary barriers to emergency
care.

“Male technicians are trained profession-
als, but hospitals must also recognise that
some patients, particularly women, may have
genuine privacy concerns. Wherever feasible, a
trained female staff member should be avail-
able to assist female patients who request one,”
the doctor said.

Patients said the requirement was particu-
larly important in district and sub-district hos-
pitals, where women from rural and far-flung
areas frequently depend on government facili-
ties for diagnostic services.

They appealed to the Health and Medical
Education Department to review the staff-
ing arrangements in ECG units and consider a
mechanism under which trained female tech-
nicians or other qualified female healthcare
personnel could be made available for women
patients.

“We are not asking for a separate facility ev-
erywhere. Even a proper duty roster ensuring
the availability of female staff when required
would provide reassurance to women pa-
tients,” an attendant from Pulwama said.

The patients have urged Health and Medical
Education Minister Sakina Itoo to examine the
matter and issue appropriate directions to gov-
ernment hospitals across Jammu and Kashmir.

They said ensuring adequate female staff in
ECG units would help hospitals provide diag-
nostic services in a manner that protects pa-
tient privacy and dignity while also prevent-
ing avoidable delays in medical investigations.
(KNO)

Day 7:NHM

a comprehensive policy for job security and
regularisation, and social security measures
including Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF),
Employees’ State Insurance (ESI), insurance
coverage and post-retirement benefits.

The strike has entered its second week and
has affected the functioning of several NHM-
supported health programmes and services
across the Union Territory. As NHM personnel
continue to remain away from routine du-
ties, the regular workforce at several health
institutions is also facing additional pressure,
particularly in areas where NHM employees
form an important part of the service delivery
system.

Employees said they have been performing
duties for years across hospitals, health cen-
tres and field-level programmes, but contin-
ued to work without adequate employment
security or social protection. “We have served
the health department for years and have per-
formed our duties in every situation, but our
future is still uncertain. We are not asking for
anything unreasonable. We want a proper pol-
icy that gives us job security and ensures that
our years of service are recognised,” a protest-
ing employee said.

Another employee said the demand for pay
parity had gained importance because NHM
workers in several other states were receiving
comparatively better remuneration and em-
ployment benefits.

“We are doing similar work and carrying
similar responsibilities, but there is a consider-
able difference in our salaries and benefits. We
want the government to look into this disparity
and ensure a fair and dignified wage structure
for NHM employees in J&K,” he said.

A female employee said job insecurity had
remained a major concern among workers,
particularly those who had spent several years
working under NHM.

“Many employees have completed years of
service, but there is still no certainty about
what will happen to us in the future. We have
families and responsibilities, and we need a
policy that provides security instead of keep-
ing us in uncertainty year after year,” she said.

Another protesting employee said social se-
curity was equally important for workers who
had devoted a significant portion of their ca-
reers to the health sector.

“We are demanding basic social security
benefits such as EPF, ESI and insurance cov-
erage. After serving for years, an employee
should at least have some financial and social
protection. These are genuine concerns and
should not be left pending indefinitely,” the
employee said.

The employees maintained that their protest
was peaceful and said they remained sensitive
to the difficulties being faced by patients due to
the ongoing agitation.

“We understand that healthcare is an essen-
tial service and that patients should not suffer.
But our demands have remained pending for
a long time. We are ready for dialogue at any
time, provided the government comes forward
with a concrete proposal and a time-bound
roadmap,” another employee said.

The association has also urged the authori-
ties to intervene at the earliest, maintaining
that prolonged uncertainty was affecting the
morale of thousands of NHM workers across
Jammu and Kashmir.

Employees said they were hopeful that the
government would take the extension of the
agitation seriously and initiate negotiations to
resolve the matter.

With the strike now continuing for the sev-
enth consecutive day, the employees said they
would continue their peaceful agitation while
awaiting concrete measures from the govern-
ment on their demands.

They appealed to the administration to
convene talks with their representatives and
evolve a comprehensive solution that address-
es pay disparity, employment security and so-
cial protection, paving the way for the restora-
tion of normal NHM-linked healthcare services
across J&K. (KNO)

9droneintrusions

any payload),” it reads.

The MoD report further said that during the
year, two AK-47 Rifles, 75 Pistols and 281.41
Kgs of contraband were also recovered near
IB which have been delivered likely through
drone assisted means.

“These activities signify greater attempts
by adversary to employ drones for various
nefarious activities viz. reconnaissance and
smuggling of arms, ammunition and narcotics
along IB Sector especially in Punjab.” the report
reads. (KNO)
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No charges on UPI transactions
up (o Rs 2,000: Govt

‘Meta agrees to report child
sexual abuse cases to law
enforcement agencies’

content and activity.
The government also remains engaged

PTI MDR rates. Corporation of India (NPCI), with other online platforms to ensure that
Explaining the ration- an initiative of the Reserve they proactively identify and remove such
New Delhi, Sep 15: The ale for imposing charges, Bank of India (RBI) and the content, the sources added.

government has directed
banks and payment system
providers not to levy charg-
es on Unified Payments In-
terface (UPI) transactions

the government, in a state-
ment, said, with exponential
transaction volumes, the
system requires significant
and continuous upgrades in

Indian Banks' Association.
It runs real-time pay-
ments between individuals
and enables customers to
make payments directly to

According to sources, Meta has agreed
to report child sexual abuse cases to law
enforcement agencies. This is a first step
towards making the platforms safe for
children and much more needs to be done,

of up to Rs 2,000 or on pay- cybersecurity, fraud preven- merchants while making they added.
ments made through Ru- tion, and infrastructure. purchases. As far as over- The Indian government is contin-
Pay debit cards. Charges were required for ~ seas presence is concerned, uously engaging with social media

However, the govern-
ment has not specified
whether charges would be
applicable to transactions
above Rs 2,000, to be paid
by merchants. So far, there
has been no charge on UPI
transactions, irrespective of
the amount.

As per a gazette notifi-
cation dated September 14,
no bank or system provid-
er would impose, whether
directly or indirectly, any
charge on a person mak-
ing or receiving a payment
through RuPay debit card
or UPI transaction of up to

Rs 2,000.

The notification follows
an amendment to section
10 A of the Payment and Set-
tlement Systems Act, 2007,
which provides an enabling
framework for imposing
a Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) on payments through
UPI and other notified elec-
tronic payment modes.

The amendment Bill was
passed by Parliament during
the Monsoon Session, which
concluded on August 13,
2026. Following the passage
of the Bill, the government
had said the UPI and Ser-
vices Steering Committee,
headed by the National Pay-
ments Corporation of India
(NPCI), would decide on the

market expansion and self
sustainability, it had said.
It is necessary to increase
competition by encouraging
more companies to expand
their operations, which
requires a self-sustaining
revenue model, it had said.

Reliance on subsidies
alone is not viable for the
next wave of growth, it
said, adding that a balanced
framework is required to
ensure that UPI remains
robust, inclusive, and
future-ready.

UPI is operated by
the National Payments

UPI is now accepted in 11
countries, with Uzbekistan

PTI

being the latest entry.

The other countries
where UPI is accepted are
Singapore, the United Arab
Emirates, France, Mauritius,
Nepal, Bhutan, Qatar, Sri Lan-
ka, Cambodia, and Greece.
UP], launched on August 25,
2016, has transformed India's
digital payments landscape,
with transaction value surg-
ing from Rs 0.07 lakh crore in
FY17 to around Rs 314 lakh
crore in FY26, a more than
4,000-fold increase over the
decade.

New Delhi, Sept 15: Meta has agreed
to report child safety-related mat-
ters to appropriate law enforcement
agencies, government sources said
on Tuesday, asserting that online
safety of children is a "fundamental
principle” for any social media plat-
form operating in India and abso-
lutely "non-negotiable".

The government will take action
against platforms that fail to take pro-
active steps to ensure children's safety
online, the sources said, underlining its
tough stance on platforms' responsi-
bility to protect minors from harmful

platforms to curb harmful content,
and efforts are on to ensure all plat-
forms proactively identify and remove
such material, sources added.

The government has stepped up scruti-
ny of social media platforms over harmful
and illegal online content, including child
sexual abuse material and deepfakes.

It had also issued a notice to Meta
over its handling of such content and
recently summoned the social media
giant's global executives to India, as
the Centre pressed all platforms for
faster takedowns of harmful con-
tent, stronger safeguards and greater
accountability, clearly warning them
that failure to comply with Indian law
will not be tolerated.

India’s exports rise 26.12
pc in Aug; trade deficit
narrows (o USD 26.86 bn
PTI

New Delhi, Sep 15: The country's
merchandise exports surged 26.12

per cent to USD 43.81 billion in Au- PTI For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K e-tenders are invited on %age basis from approved and eligible Contractors
gust, driven by a jump in petrole- registered with J&K Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for each of the following works:-P
um product shipments, while a dip New Delhi, Sep 15:

in gold m,ll?orts h?lped narrow the The agreement fo,r the S. Estimated Cost Cost of Earnest Time of Major Head of | Class of
trade deficit to a five-month low of long-pending  Kishau No | Name of Work (Rs in Lacs) T/Doc.(in Money (InRs) | Completion | Account Contractor
USD 26.86 billion. Multipurpose Project Rs)
Imports rose by 14.1 per cent was signed on Tues- Repair / Renova-
year-on-year to USD 70.76 billion in day, marking the res- tion of Quarter 7.69 Lacs
August. olution of the 10th 1 | No16Fullat Govt | Contract Price exclusive 300 153601 20 Davs District Capex CEE, DEE Class &
Brent crude oil prices ranged water dispute since " | Housing  Colony | of GST: 6.52 + (18% GST Y (NFB) 2026-27 MSME’s Only
between USD 90 and USD 94 per | Narendra Modi be- Khanabal Anant- Amount 1.17)
barrel during the last month. came prime minister, nag (Part B)
The growth in exports in August Union Home Minister the Tons River, which separate agreements Upgradation and
was the highest since June 2022, Amit Shah said, de- flows along the Uttara- would be entered into Kﬂprr%\;ir;em o ;{I Comrag-;?ilc-gcei dlusive vaR DEE Class & MSHE'S
when shipments had risen 30.12 Ecylbmg the pact as a khand-Himachal foreach storage project 2. cgﬁnecting Vil- | of GST: 3.16 + (18% GST 200 7460/- 15 Days (MH 3054) only
per cent. historic agreement".  Pradesh border, witha  coming up in the basin. lage Shamsipora Amount 0.57)
During April-August this fiscal, The chief minis- water storage capacity Shah said that after with NH-44
exports jumped 17.85 per cent year- ters of Uttar Pradesh, of 1,562 million cubic  disputes concerning the
on-year to USD 215.91 billion, and Uttarakhand, Him- metres. Lakhwar and Renukaji Project Authority :1. District Development Commissioner Anantnag.

imports climbed 18.21 per cent to
USD 363 billion.

Merchandise trade deficit during
the first five months of this fiscal
widened to USD 147.09 billion as
compared to USD 123.88 billion dur-
ing April-August 2025-26. In August

2025, the deficit was USD 27.22 bil- and Nayab Singh Saini  beneficiary. of Jal Shakti took the s, Particulars Dated
lion. In July it was USD 31.98 billion. - signed the agreement The pact comes after matter forward after No.
The last low was USD 20.67 billionin | in the presence of Shah  the six states agreed in  securing the consent of 1 | Date of Issue of Tender Noti 14-09-2026
March. India's gold imports dipped and Jal Shakti Minis-  June to sign an MoU on  all the states and con- Tle 01 et o Tender Toee
to USD 2.3 billion in August from ter CR Patil, an official  the 422-MW project, sidering the technical ) period of Downloading of bidder d From 15-09-2026 (09:00 AM)
USD 5.4 billion in August 2025, reg- | statement said. paving the way for its and economic aspects eriod of Downloading of bidder documents To 21-09-2026 (04:00 PM)
istering a decline of 57.7 per cent. Shah said the agree- consideration by the while safeguarding - — -

Briefing the media on the data, Com- ment would benefitall Union Cabinet. The their interests. 8 | Bid submission Start Date From 15:09-2026 (09:00 AM)
merce Secretary Rajesh Agarwal said six states in one way  project was earlier esti- Shah said that since 4 | Bid Submission End Date To | 21-09-2026 (04:00 PM)
the good momentum of export growth or another and con- matedtocostaroundRs Modi became prime 22-09-2026 (10:30 AM)
is continuing and is rather building up gratulated their chief 15,000 crore and had minister, initiatives 5 Date and time of opening of bid(online) - ) - —
also. He said higher imports duringthe | ministers and Patil for ~ been pending for more  had been undertaken to In the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&E) Division Anantnag.
first five months of 2026-27 are being playing an important than eight years. resolve serious disputes 1.

. : - P _ p . Bids must be accompanied with a Receipt of cost of Tender document/Tender Fee deposited in a Centralized Designated Pooling

g)r((l)agg5&%@%?5&?;?@gueif'grliloenr};(s: jrgit: ltg Iglrllil;%ltgggéhe P MH lnt?lirj rtphoe S eKlT’l:wa)lf (tilZ:actagZS ;glc]lt}trllltilse ?)rfgE Bank Account bearing No. 0470010200000099 (Division Name, Bidder Name, NIT No. and Item No/ Name of Work to be mentioned on the Re-

and the critical inputs needed to sustain
the rapid growth of manufacturing sec-

tor. It has pushed the trade deficit also. the chief ministers of  per cent of the finan-  now set to be resolved." of Bid and Bid Submission End Date). The same EMD/Tender Fee receipt should not be used in more than one Tender/Bid.
The major drivers of trade deficit | the six Yamuna basin  cial burden, while the He cited agreements All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost). Non submission of Earnest Money/Bid
have been energy items like petro- states were committed remaining 10 per cent relating to the Lakhwar Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive.

leum, crude and coal, coke and
briquettes, and electronic goods.

On the exports front, he said a
mix of commodities helped push
the growth and that included engi-
neering goods, petroleum products,
chemicals and textiles.

Kishau agreement signed;
10th water dispute resolved

by Modi govt: Shah

achal Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Delhi and
Haryana - Yogi Adit-
yanath, Pushkar Singh
Dhami, Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu, Bhajanlal
Sharma, Rekha Gupta

He said the Gov-
ernment of India and

to completing the pro-
ject at the earliest.
The Kishau pro-
ject envisages the
construction of a
232.6-metre-high con-
crete gravity dam on

The project will irri-
gate 97,000 hectares
of land and generate
1,476 million units of
clean hydropower, Shah
said, adding that Delhi
would be the biggest

ject, the Centre will
bear approximately 90

will be borne by the
participating states in
accordance with the
1994 agreement, Shah
said. He said an agree-
ment reached on May
12, 1994, provided that

projects were resolved,
work on Kishau moved
forward and a formal
agreement on the pro-
ject was reached on
June 16 this year.

He said the Ministry

ject will be the "tenth
water dispute that is

Multipurpose Project,
Shahpur Kandi Dam
Project, Renukaji Mul-
tipurpose Dam Project,
Ken-Betwa Link Project
and other water-related
disputes.

] ]
6. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
Ensure compllance Of rule On ﬁttlng Speed a. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on

[ ] [ ]
govel‘n()l‘s 1mn tl‘ansp Ol't VehICIeS: SC tO MORTH b. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-2000.
Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved vendors.
. c. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No Financial bid will be accepted in phys-
PTI 5 concerned, we are of the view that ical form.
: the Rules, more particularly Rule 118 d. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.
New Delhi, Sep 15: The Supreme . i Vo, of the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, e. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid.
Court on Tuesday asked the Minis- 1989, itself mandates fitment of SLD/ f. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents including tender document fee in terms of soft copies

try of Road Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) to ensure due compliance
with the rule which mandates the
fitting of speed governors in trans-
port vehicles.

A bench of Justices ] B Pardiwa-
la and KV Viswanathan referred to
Rule 118 of the Central Motor Vehicles
Rules (CMVR), 1989, which provides
for speed governors in notified trans-
port vehicles.

The top court, which is dealing
with a matter seeking enforcement
of road safety norms, said on May 13
that all manufacturers were duty-
bound to fit a speed limiting device
(SLD) at the time of manufacture.

It had then asked the Centre to have
a meeting with the manufacturers on

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
PWD(R&B) DIVISION ANANTNAG

NIT 86 OF R&B/Anantnag/2026-27 /E-TENDERING/7179-88, DATED 14-09-2026

2. Superintending Engineer R&B Circle Anantnag.

Position of AAA/
Authorization

dates given below:

: 1. Accorded vide Order No. 446 — DDCA of 2026, Dated 09.09.2026.
2. Authorized vide Order No. ARD/SEA/2026-27/24, Dated 14.09.2026.
1. The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms-and
conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental websitewww.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of

ceipt (The Date of transaction should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and Receipt of EMD (2% of advertised
Cost), also deposited in a Centralized Designated Pooling Bank Account bearing No. 0470010200000099 (Division Name, Bidder Name, NIT No.
and Item No/ Name of Work to be mentioned on the Receipt. (The Date of receipt of EMD and Tender Fee should be between the date of Start

Note:a. MSME’s are required to pay only 50% of Tender Document Cost or Rs500/-whichever is lower.
b. MSME’s are required to pay only 50% of the amount of EMD/ Bid Security or Rs 5000/- whichever is lower
. The Bid security amount of the successful Bidder shall, upon completion of the bidding process be transferred from single Cen-
tralized Designated Pooling Bank Account to Performance Security Deposit Head on Authorization from HoD during the currency of contract
agreement including defect liability period. In addition, the differential amount of performance security shall be furnished by the Bidder in cash
to the designated Authority. Failure to produce differential amount of Performance Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case

for debarring of the Contractor for a period of 01 Year be forwarded to Higher Authorities.

The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically
through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of

Executive Engineer R&B Division Anantnag

The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical Bid

website www.jktenders.gov.in to acquaint bid submission process.

the issue of fitting SLDs at the time of
manufacturing or delivery of trans-
port vehicles.

During the hearing on Tuesday, the
bench was informed that the Centre
has filed an affidavit stating that a
meeting was convened in June in
this regard.

"In so far as speed governors are

SLF (speed limiting function) in noti-
fied transport vehicles...," the bench
said.

"We impress upon the MoRTH to
ensure due compliance of Rule 118
referred to above...," it said.

The top court observed that what
is important for the Centre as well as
the states and Union Territories is to
see that when a transport vehicle is
sold by a dealer, there has to be some
mechanism to ensure that the same
is fitted with SLD or SLF.

The bench also directed the MoRTH
to place on record the report of its
interaction with vehicle manufactur-
ers regarding pre-fitment of vehicle
location tracking device in public ser-
vice vehicles.

with technical bid.
Note: -
7

similar BOQ manually.

Price escalation and taxes: The %age quoted by the bidder entirely in Indian Rupees, shall be deemed to include price escalation
upto completion of the work. Deduction on account of taxes shall be made from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per

tlhe rates prevailing at the time of recovery.

12.

DIPK-5735/26
Dated: 15-09-2026

Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.
The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.

8. Scanned copy of Receipt of cost of Tender document/Tender Fee deposited in a Centralized Designated Pooling Bank Account
bearing No. 0470010200000099 (The Date of transaction shouWld be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and
receipt of EMD deposited in a Centralized Designated Pooling Bank Account bearing No. 0470010200000099 (Division Name, Bidder Name
NIT No. and Item No/ Name of Work to be mentioned on the Receipt. (The Date of transaction should be between the date of Start of Bid and
Bid Submission End Date) must be uploaded with the documents of the bid. The Original receipt of Cost of Tender Document, EMD and other
relevant bid documents shall be obtained from the lowest bidder before the fixation of the Contract.

Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create

Bidders are advised to use “My Documents” area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are required.
All other terms and conditions are as same as laid in PWD Form 25.

(Er. Mohammad Waseem)
Executive Engineer,
R&B Division Anantnag
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Saudi oil flow restricted as
drone strike disables plpellne

AP

Cairo, Sep 15: A crucial Saudi oil
pipeline that was struck in an at-
tack will be mostly out of service
for weeks as the damage is repaired,
two regional officials said Monday,
as Yemen's Houthi rebels seized
more islands along Red Sea ship-
ping routes in a new blow to Saudi
Arabia's oil exports.

Oil prices gained more than 2 per
cent amid growing worries about
global petroleum supplies and the
effect of the new developments on
the ability of the world's biggest
exporter to get its crude to market.
The Iran war has forced the kingdom
to shift its exports away from the Per-
sian Gulf, since Iranian attacks have
stifled shipping through the gulf's
sole exit, the Strait of Hormuz.

So the kingdom has relied on the
East-West Pipeline, which runs 1,200
kilometres across the breadth of the
country, to move its crude produc-
tion from Gulf ports to the port of
Yanbu on the Red Sea. From there it
can be put on tankers for export. But
authorities were forced to shut down
the pipeline after an attack Thursday
that Saudi Arabia blamed on drones
from Iranian-backed militias in Iraq.

Repairing the damage, including
at a major pumping facility, could
take three to five weeks, the offi-
cials, who have been briefed on the
matter, told The Associated Press. The
pipeline may work partially during
the repairs, one of the officials said,
but they could not say how much oil
might get through.

The officials spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were not
authorised to brief the media.

The pipeline has been moving an
average of 2.6 million to 4 million
barrels per day since late August
-- a quantity that will be lost to the
market if the pipeline's flow stops

completely, according to an analysis
issued Monday by Rystad Energy, a
Norway-based research firm. It said
the jump in prices for Brent crude,
which reached USD 109, "is a clear
signal that the market is increasingly
pricing in a significant loss of supply.”

The Saudi oil company Aramco,
which operates the pipeline, did not
immediately respond to a request for
comment. The government-run Cen-
tre for International Communication,
which oversees foreign media in the
kingdom, said it was looking into an
AP inquiry about how long it will
take to repair the pipeline.

Houthis' capture of islands
strengthens hold on key outlet from
the Red Sea

Meanwhile, Yemen's Irani-
an-backed Houthi rebels continued
to expand their threat to Saudi
shipping routes out of the Red Sea
by capturing the strategic islands
of Greater and Lesser Hanish, gov-
ernment and Houthi officials said
Monday.

The islands lie 160 kilometres
north of the Bab el-Mandeb Strait.

The strait is a choke point that con-
nects the Red Sea to the open ocean
and Saudi Arabia’s key Asian markets.

The Houthis' advance also puts
them just 32 kilometres from the
US military base in the tiny Horn of
Africa nation of Djibouti, on the other
side of the Bab el-Mandeb Strait.

For more than a month, the Hou-
this have been striking Saudi oil
infrastructure and shipping in the
Red Sea, stepping up pressure on
global oil prices and boosting Iran's
leverage in its war with the United
States.

The Houthi advances have seemed
to come with little resistance from
Saudi-backed Yemeni government
forces. The rebels deployed on the
Hanish islands after hundreds of gov-
ernment-allied forces withdrew from
the archipelago, according to two
government officials and a Houthi
official, who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

Last week, the rebels seized the
port city of Mokha and the island of
Mayun, inside the Bab el-Mandeb
Strait. Government forces are now

attempting to rally and fight back. On
Sunday, the military said it launched
airstrikes on Houthi positions in
Mokha, the coastal town of Dhubab
and elsewhere in Taiz province.

A rebel spokesperson said the
Houthis fired dozens of missiles
and drones at the King Khalid Air
Base in the southern Saudi city of
Khamis Mushait, targeting hangars,
radar installations and ammunition
depots. The statement on Monday by
Brig Gen Yahya Saree did not specify
when the strikes took place, but the
Houthis often take hours or days to
claim responsibility for attacks.

Maj Gen Turki al-Malki, a Sau-
di military spokesperson, said the
attacks struck civilian areas in
Khamis Mushait and other nearby
cities, injuring 13 civilians and dam-
aging several houses and vehicles. He
did not say whether the air base had
been hit.

The attacks narrow Saudi export
options

The Iran war gouged Saudi oil pro-
duction, which was down to 6 million
barrels per day in August from nearly
10 million in September the previous
year, according to the International
Energy Agency, a Paris-based inter-
governmental group.

After the war began, the East-West
Pipeline carried a large majority of
Saudi Arabia's oil exports, accord-
ing to Rystad Energy. When Houthi
attacks in the Bab el-Mandeb Strait
started in late July, most of the tank-
ers from the port of Yanbu turned
north in the Red Sea toward the
Mediterranean, sending their cargo
through the Suez Canal or an Egyp-
tian pipeline.

That, however, dramatical-
ly increased the time and cost of
delivering oil to Saudi Arabia's main
clients in Asia. Also, the Houthis
turned to targeting Saudi shipping
in the northern Red Sea as well.

Marijne warns Indian
women's hockey
against complacency

PTI

New Delhi, Sep 15:The Asian Games
will pose a different challenge for
the Indian women's hockey team,
with lower-ranked opponents like-
ly to offer more scoring opportuni-
ties than the top sides they faced at
the World Cup, coach Sjoerd Mari-
jne said.

Apart from China, all other teams
competing at the Asian Games are
ranked below India. At the World
Cup, World No. 8 India faced high-
er-ranked sides such as Australia and
Netherlands.

KT News Desk

J&K Fencers Shriya Gupta and Vishal Thapar
Selected for 2026 Asian Games

First Sabre Fencers from J&K Selected for Asian Games Squad

met with the two athletes to wish them well and see

Men's Sabre Team event.

Srinagar Sep 15: In a landmark moment for sports in
Jammu & Kashmir, fencers Shriya Gupta and
Vishal Thapar have been selected to represent
India at the 20th Asian Games, to be held in
Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, in 2026. The duo become
the first Sabre fencers from J&K to earn selec-
tion to the Asian Games. Shriya will compete
in the Women's Sabre Individual and Team
events, while Vishal will represent India in the

Ahead of their departure, Tazayun Mukhtar
Kawos, JKAS, Secretary, J&K Sports Council,

J&K sports council extends best wishes
to athletes for upcoming games

B Satish Sharma, Nasir Aslam stress importance of sports platforms for youth at BIG Premier League

B Govt committed to helping youth pursue pro sports: Satish Sharma

KT News Desk

Srinagar, Sep 15: Minister for
FS&CA, IT, Youth Services and
Sports, Science and Technol-
ogy Satish Sharma and Advi-
sor to the Chief Minister, Nasir
Aslam Wani, today highlight-
ed the importance of providing
sustained platforms to young
sporting talent and strength-
ening the sports ecosystem in
Jammu and Kashmir while at-
tending the opening day of the
Greenlam Laminates BIG Pre-
mier League 2026 at Bakshi
Stadium, Srinagar.

The Minister and the Advisor
interacted with participating
teams and players and appreci-
ated the organisers for bringing
together emerging cricketers
from across Jammu and Kash-
mir through the league.

Satish Sharma said that
sporting events such as the BIG
Premier League provide young
people with an important
platform to demonstrate their
talent, discipline, determination
and competitive spirit.

He said that the Government
is committed to promoting
sports at the grassroots level and
creating an enabling environ-
ment where talented youngsters
can pursue their sporting aspi-
rations and potentially make
Sports a career.

“Jammu and Kashmir has
immense sporting talent,
and our responsibility is to
provide our youth with the
right facilities, opportunities
and platforms to realise their
potential. Events like the BIG
Premier League give young
cricketers an opportunity to
compete, gain experience and
showcase their abilities before
a wider audience,” the Minis-
ter said.

Satish Sharma congratulat-
ed the organisers, participating
teams, players and partners for
the initiative and expressed
hope that the league would
inspire more youngsters to take
up cricket and other sporting
disciplines with dedication and
professionalism.

He said that besides

promoting competitive sport,
such tournaments also contrib-
ute towards building discipline,
teamwork, leadership qualities
and a positive outlook among
young people.

Advisor to the Chief Minister,
Nasir Aslam Wani said that the
Government attaches consider-
able importance to encouraging
youth participation in sports and
providing emerging talent with
opportunities to compete at a
higher level.

He appreciated the initiative
for bringing together the sport-
ing community and said that
well-organised leagues provide
young players with valuable
exposure and experience while
also creating greater public
interest in sports.

“The talent among our
youngsters is immense. What is
required is a sustained ecosys-
tem of competition, coaching,
exposure and encouragement.
Platforms like the BIG Premier
League can play an important
role in identifying and nurtur-
ing promising cricketers,” the
Advisor said.

Nasir Aslam congratulat-
ed Jammu & Kashmir Sports
Council, 92.7 BIG FM, partici-
pating teams and all partners for
organising the tournament and
wished the players and teams
success for the competition.

The opening ceremony was
also attended by Haseeb Ul
Rehman, DIG Traffic Kashmir,
representatives of participating
teams, tournament partners
and members of the organising
team.

them off. Speaking after the meeting, Tazayun said:
"Meeting Shriya and Vishal before they leave for

Japan was a proud moment for
all of us at the Sports Council.
What they've achieved, becom-
ing the first Sabre fencers from
J&K to reach the Asian Games, is
the result of years of discipline
and hard work. The whole J&K
is behind them, and we can't
wait to see them compete on
that stage and bring laurels to
the country.”

Trump rejects Al concerns,
calling warnings a 'Hoax'
and 'Sick conspiracy’

AP

Washington, Sep 15:
President Donald Trump
on Monday lashed out
against concerns about
rogue artificial intelli-
gence, claiming that any
efforts to limit the tech-
nology are part of a "SICK
conspiracy.”

"Al taking over the
World, destroying Human-
ity, and all other things
bad, is a HOAX," Trump
posted on social media,
later suggesting that
those calling for guard-
rails on the technology
had also warned about
climate change, which he
also called a hoax. The
president was pushing
back against calls by tech
leaders such as Anthropic's
Dario Amodei, OpenAl's
Sam Altman and SpaceX-
Al's Elon Musk to have
greater government over-
sight of Al The rapidly
evolving technology has
become a source of con-
troversy after a series of
hacks in recent months
that showed Al agents
can conspire to deceive
humans. Many tech lead-
ers generally say their goal
is to develop the technol-
ogy in ways that promote
safety, address legal lia-
bility, feed economic
growth, advance science
and preserve national
security. But they have

also expressed concerns
that an Al unshackled
from human control could
be destructive -- a claim
Trump rejected in a series
of heated social media
posts as he claimed to be
the "Hoax Buster."

Trump maintained that his
presence in the Oval Office
should assuage any fears
about Al "The only control
or guardrails' that Al needs is
aSTRONG AND SMART (High
IQ!) PRESIDENT, and the
U.S.A. has that, in spades!"
Trump posted.

Trump specifically said
his administration has
already stopped the Al
company Anthropic "from
doing bad, or potential-
ly bad" things. Anthropic
has endured an uncom-
fortable relationship with
the Trump administra-
tion, with the Pentagon
trying to label the com-
pany a security risk and
the government issuing a
temporary ban of one of

its more advanced models.

The president also criti-
cised the business acumen
of the tech CEOs seeking
government oversight,
posting on social media,
"when, in the History of
Business, did anyone see
the Leaders of an Industry
call for Regulation that, if
strongly implemented, will
drive them into oblivion
and bankruptcy?"

Trump's refusal to reg-
ulate comes as Al execs
warn of threats

Amodei, the Anthropic
CEO, published a 3,800-
word essay Saturday that
called for slower develop-
ment of Al. Microsoft on
Monday published its own
code of conduct to ensure
that humans control Al
The actions come after a
series of warnings by Al
experts about the tech-
nologies' capabilities and
the July 2026 cyberattack
by OpenAl models on the
Al company Hugging Face.

Dutch rail travel paralyzed by suspected
morning rush-hour sabotage

AP

the tracks. We suspect sabotage,” she

The Hague, Sep 15: A major outage
hit parts of the Dutch railway system
early Tuesday and the company that
maintains the nation's rail infrastruc-
ture said it was treating the cause as

possible sabotage.

Hundreds of thousands of passengers
use the train network each day. The stop-
pages on Tuesday affected thousands
of passengers mainly in the central and
eastern areas of the Netherlands, but the
problem also affected some services in the
busiest western regions of the country.

Joke van der Cruysen, a spokesperson
for infrastructure company Prorail, told
The Associated Press that there were dis-

ruptions at 24 locations.

“Material has been found at sev-
eral locations. It appears that this

said in a telephone interview. “The
police are currently involved and are
actively investigating the cause and
the reasons behind this.”

There was no immediate indication of
who was suspected of being behind the

apparent sabotage.

Van der Cruysen said Prorail was work-
ing to clear all rails and handling material
taken off rails carefully so as not to com-
promise potential evidence.

“We wear gloves so that the police can
eventually check for fingerprints and the
like,” she said. “And, of course, we try to
get train traffic up and running again as
soon as possible.”

Police spokeswoman Marloes Wesse-

link confirmed that an investigation was

underway, but declined to give further
details. She said that she wasn't aware of

material was deliberately placed on

any claim of responsibility.
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